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	Koheze a koherence
	

	
	Interpunkce a stylistické aspekty
	




Slovní vyjádření k hodnocení bakalářské práce:
This BP brings out some intriguing insights into the characters and themes of On the Road, mainly describing spiritual and psychological journeys, but also comparing the implications within the metaphor of the physical trip of the characters to and through the West (e.g. 3.2.1., 22-32). 

After a compact historical/cultural background section contrasting tropes of the Beats with post-war trends in mainstream consumer culture (3-7), Chapter 2 (8-15) defines aspects of the figure of journey in three tools that will be used in the analysis – Zen Buddhism (e.g. the wheel of life, comparing Snyder’s The Practice of the Wild), the “free flow of thoughts” (e.g. contrasting stream-of-conscious prose with that of another travel novel, Steinbeck’s Travels with Charley). The third aspect that is mentioned is jazz as a formal and thematic influence on the “spontaneous prose” of the novel. Although figures and formal qualities associated with jazz are used in several ways during the course of the analyses, the theoretical frameworks could have been introduced in more detail in this one-page subchapter, e.g. with specific examples from works instead of merely briefly describing abstract effects such as rhythm and repetition.

In the main analytical Chapter 3 (16-32) the characters of Sal and Dean are each given a subchapter through which the tropes surrounding the idea of “inner” and “outer” journey are compared and contrasted between the two characters, with one of the main findings examining “Sal’s more positive outlook.” (17-18) These chapters set up an analysis in 3.2.1 of how Sal has evolved by the end of the novel regarding his perspective and goals, a journey symbolized by Sal’s changed outlook toward Dean; here a work from Whitman’s Leaves of Grass is used in comparison to Sal’s early idea of the West, although the name of the exact poem is not cited, which is an oversight for the researcher who is reading the BP.

In a four-page chapter at the end of the BP the thesis returns unexpectedly to Steinbeck and Travels with Charley to compare the prose style of On the Road with “mainstream standards in writing.” As the chapter continues, however, other interesting perspectives and a kind of summary of the main themes on the BP are reiterated – “the West,” Buddhism, jazz – and some prescient close readings include an exploration of “IT” as, finally, the unrepresentable searched for in the novel.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In an essay on a work like On the Road perhaps some leeway with structural organization should be expected if the analysis is to be reflective of the themes and style of the book. Having admitted this, it seems to me that from time to time the prose does jump from one theme to another without much linkage or motivation. Still, one strength of the BP lies in how it defines and explores several key aspects of journey in On the Road by comparing and contrasting numerous other works of American literature from several historical periods as well as by framing the novel within events and attitudes of post-war America. The thesis puts forth strong results from research in conjunction with many thoughtful insights from the BP author herself for which she should be commended for and congratulated.
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