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Slovní vyjádření k hodnocení bakalářské práce:

The research theme, which the DP author developed herself, is quite complicated for ESL master’s studies. Yet, as stated below, the final result is to be commended for a number or reasons.

Firstly, the organization of the DP seems lucid and even the titles created for her chapters and subchapters are aesthetically pleasing (“MILLER’S TRAGEDIES CLASSIFIED” “THE TRAGIC VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE”). In chapter 2, theories of tragedy are not just listed, but truly explored. Specific details from an assortment of Miller’s dramas and essays are compared with ideas put forth in the Poetics, as well as with Hegel and Nietzsche’s comments on tragedy. The author goes even further by presenting comments on tragedy by 20th century theoreticians George Steiner and Northrop Frye on the rather contentious question of whether tragedy can even exist in contemporary times. (In later chapters she concludes that it can.)

In chapter 3 Miller’s contemporaries O’Neill, Odets, Hellman and Williams are introduced and their ideas and works matched with Miller’s. Again, the DP author avoids conventional summations of these dramatists, digging to the roots of the basic formal and philosophical differences between them. 

Also including dramatic literature (Oedipus the King, Ibsen, Shakespeare) as well venturing outside of it (19th century Russian novels), chapter 4 explores Miller’s literary influences and antecedents. It is clear that in her use of sources the author of the DP has gone far beyond what is possible to introduce in courses in a department of Anglophone studies. She has uncovered a lot of information on her own and synthesized it cohesively and coherently.

Chapter 5 presents an overview of works by Miller that contain elements of tragedy. Again, a balance is struck quite nicely between concision and comprehensiveness, and the points made apply directly to the theme of the DP. The theory presented earlier is used with precision.

The same can be said for the extensive analysis of A View from the Bridge that follows in chapter 6. Ideas presented earlier, including Aristotle’s elements of tragedy (the primary analytical tool), Frye’s archetypes as well as comments by other academics are employed throughout to supplement the DP author’s insights.

If something must be found to criticize, there are one or two typographical errors, and the format of a couple of the in-text citations from the internet could be cleaned up a bit. But in the opinion of this reviewer this DP is exceptional for the intricate presentation of the theoretical considerations, for its sophisticated and insightful analysis and, finally, for the professional level of language in the expression of the ideas and opinions therein. The author of the work has gone beyond the DP guidelines (zásady) to make her work unique. Several lines of the research presented here could be pursued further, for example examining other aspects of Miller’s work, or using the theoretical frameworks of tragedy to investigate other works by Miller or by other American dramatists. 

Návrh otázek a podnětů pro diskusi při obhajobě:

In what ways can Miller be placed into the overall context of 20th century American literature? 
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