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Abstract

The aim of this thesis is to define and classify nominal and relative clauses on the basis

of examination and comparison of different approaches to the categorization of these

clauses taken by distinguished  English and Czech grammarians.

On the basis of this classification the thesis analyses the document General Report on

the Activities of the European Union 2006 in which it defines and compares frequency

of occurrence of nominal and relative clauses, their syntactic functions and context.
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Souhrn

Cílem této práce je stanovení klasifikace nominálních a vztažných vět na základě studia

a porovnání rozdílných přístupů ke klasifikaci těchto vět stěžejních anglických a

českých gramatiků.

Na základě této klasifikace práce dále analyzuje zprávu General Report on the Activities

of the European Union 2006, ve které určuje a porovnává častost výskytu nominálních a

vztažných vět, jejich syntaktické funkce a kontext.
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1. Introduction

This work is going to deal with English nominal and relative clauses, which represent

two particular subtypes of subordinate clauses. While these clauses are often similar or

close to some other types of subordinate clauses, it is not easy to define and categorize

them clearly. Therefore, throughout the history of English and Czech linguistics more

approaches were taken as regards this categorization. This thesis will  examine these

approaches. On the basis of the theoretical knowledge acquired by this examination the

author will introduce her own classification.

In the theoretical part the paper will focus on the conception of examined clauses found

in the important grammar books. Therefore, it will examine Quirk’s A Comprehensive

Grammar of the English Language, Huddleston’s The Cambridge grammar of the

English language and Biber’s Longman Grammar of Spoken and Written English.

While the author of this book is Czech, the work will also consider the approach taken

and introduced by Dušková in her Mluvnice současné angličtiny na pozadí češtiny. The

approaches will be compared and the definition and classification of nominal and

relative clauses held by this paper will be introduced. Next, the paper will examine these

clauses in greater detail. It will define syntactic functions, in which they occur, and the

context of these occurrences. It will examine position of these subordinate clauses

within superordinate clauses, it will also draw attention to other types of clauses with

which the examined clauses overlap. The theoretical text will be provided with example

sentences found mostly in British National Corpus.

In the practical part, the classification of subordinate clauses taken by this paper will be

applied when analysing administrative document General Report on the Activities of the

European Union 2006. The frequency of occurrence of nominal and relative clauses and

their subtypes will be stated as well as their occurrence in various syntactic functions.

The attention will be given to those clauses which will be problematic to define

according to the classification taken by this paper. In the practical part the text will be

provided with concrete example sentences found in the examined document.
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2. Subordinate clauses

2.1 Definition of subordinate clauses

Both nominal and relative clauses which are to be studied in this paper belong to the

class of subordinate clauses. Therefore, it seems necessary to start with the basic

definition given by one of the most important grammar books: “A subordinate clause

characteristically functions as dependent within some larger construction.“ (Huddleston

et al., 2002: 949). This definition can be easily demonstrated on the following two

examples (the subordinate clauses are in bold):

She feels that she might be an imposition. (nominal or content clause)

U.S. critics have been calling attention to the half-forgotten Austrian expressionist, who

died 42 years ago at the age of 28. (relative clause)

In the first example the subordinate clause is dependent on the verb feels and functions

as its direct object. In the second example, the subordinate clause depends on the noun

phrase Egon Schiele and postmodifies it. These subordinate clauses are constituents of

the clauses She feels  and U.S. critics have been calling attention to the half-forgotten

Austrian expressionist, which are called ’superordinate’, ‘main’, ‘principal’ or ‘head’

clauses. More terms are also used for subordinate clauses, they are sometimes called

’dependent’, ‘included’, ‘constituent’ or ‘syntactically bound’ clauses. (Quirk et. al.,

1985: 988). This paper will predominantly employ the terms  ‘subordinate’ and

‘superordinate’ clause.

2.2 Classification of subordinate clauses

As far as the verb form of the subordinate clauses is concerned, three subtypes of

subordinate clauses are unanimously distinguished: finite clauses with finite verb

element, nonfinite clauses with nonfinite verb element and verbless clauses where the

verb element is absent but the clause is still capable of being analysed into clause

elements. (Quirk et al., 1985: 992):

Have you ever wondered what happens to the staff in the fallow winter months? (finite)

I could ask his advice about what business to get into. (nonfinite, realized by to-

infinitive)

A friend in need is a friend indeed. (verbless, Quirk’s example sentence)
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Next criterion for the classification of subordinate clauses is their syntactic function

within the superordinate clause and their resemblance to word classes. This approach is

held by Quirk and Biber who, therefore, distinguish four types of subordinate clauses:

nominal, relative, adverbial and comparative. These types are defined followingly:

Nominal clauses, as the name suggests, resemble nouns and function like noun phrases:

Many gardeners believe that an informal pool should be planted liberally, with

waterlilies obscuring areas of the water surface.

In this example, nominal clause introduced by subordinator that functions as direct

object of the verb believe, which is a syntactic function in which nouns typically occur.

However, this definiton based on the same range of syntactic functions is not complete

since Quirk introduces one exception: “unlike noun phrases, nominal clauses may also

function as adjective complementation without a preposition.“ (Quirk et al., 1985:

1047). This incompleteness represents one of the reasons why this paper will later refer

to these type of clauses as to ‘content’ clauses.

Relative clauses are modifiers of noun phrases and, therefore, they are functionally

parallel to attributive adjectives. (Quirk et al., 1985: 1048):

There was a white cloud which drifted all by itself in the clear blue sky.

Here, the relative clause introduced by the relativizer which postmodifies the noun

phrase a white cloud.

There is one transitional category of subordinate clauses to which Quirk and Biber refer

to as ‘nominal relative clauses’, in which typical features of the two above-mentioned

categories combine. Since the approaches to the classification of this subtype

significantly differ, this paper treats them separately in ch. 5.

Next, adverbial clauses are similar to adverbs and, therefore, function as adjuncts or

disjuncts:

There was no use of log data  because LIBERTAS produced none.

In this example, the adverbial clause is introduced by conjunction because and functions

as adjunct of reason.

Finally, comparative clauses resemble both adjectives and adverbs in their modifiying

functions. (Quirk et al., 1985: 1048):
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Meat is better value now than it was 10 years ago, according to the latest issue of the

Meat and Livestock Commission's Meat Demand Trends.

However, not all grammarians consider syntactic function as the most suitable criterion

for the classification of subordinate clauses. Huddleston claims that the structure of

subordinate clause is more important than itsfunction and that functions have to be

stated in any case. (Huddleston et al., 2002: 1015). Therefore, he recognizes three

subtypes: relative, comparative and content clauses.

Huddleston defines relative clauses as clauses that are related by their form to an

antecedent. (Huddleston et al., 2002: 1033). Although he adds that they usually function

as a modifier within a nominal constituent (1034), the main criterion for his definition is

their structure.

Comparative clauses are, according to Huddleston,  subordinate clauses reserved for the

expression of comparison and they often follow after two inflectionally marked terms in

the system of grade, e.g. bigger and biggest. While English (as opposed to Czech) has a

rich system of specialised syntax and morphology for these expressions of comparison,

comparative clauses represent in Huddleston’s view one of the three major kinds of

subordinate clauses. (1099).

On the basis of comparison with other two types of subordinate clauses Huddleston

defines the third type, i.e. content clauses, which to a considerable extent correspond to

Quirk’s nominal clauses. Huddleston says that “content clauses can be regarded as the

default category because they lack the special properties of relative and comparative

clauses and their structure is less different from that of main clauses… The term content

clause reflects this default status: it suggests that the clause is simply selected for its

semantic content.“ (950). The semantic features of the subordinate clauses represent

next criterion used for their classification applied also by Dušková and Czech

grammarians.

As regards adverbial clauses, Huddleston treats them together with content clauses and

does not exclude them as a separate category.

The next view to be presented here is Dušková’s classification of English subordinate

clauses which corresponds to the classification of Czech subordinate clauses introduced

in Skladba spisovné čestiny (Bauer, Grepl, 1975) . As mentioned above, it highlights the
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semantic features of the clauses. In consequence, it distinguishes three subtypes:

content, relative and adverbial clauses.

According to Bauer, Grepl and subsequently Dušková, content clauses complete the

message of the superordinate clause by expressing actual meaning of what is only

generally indicated by the element on which they depend. (Bauer, Grepl, 1975: 258;

Dušková et al., 2003: 594). After applying this criterion for their recognition they are

further subclassified according to their syntactic functions.

Relative clauses complete the content of the superordinate clause by characterising one

of its constituents which is necessary in order to understand the message. (Bauer, Grepl,

1975: 258). They may function as syntactic adjective, in which case they modify a noun

phrase. However, according to Bauer, Grepl and Dušková, they can also function as

syntactic substantive, in which case they correspond to clauses called nominal relative

clauses by Quirk and Biber. As already mentioned above, this paper will treat the latter

as a separate category in ch. 5.

Finally, adverbial clauses express various circumstances under which the process of the

superordinate clause is realized. (Bauer, Grepl, 1975: 258). This group of subordinate

clauses defined by their semantic features corresponds fully to the group of clauses

defined by their syntactic functions by Quirk. As far as comparative clauses are

concerned, Czech grammarians treat them within the class of adverbial clauses. The

reasons why English grammarians treat them as a separate subtype are, for example,

introduced by Dušková in her Studies in the English languge, Part 2. (Dušková, 1999:

221). Since comparative clauses are not subjected to this paper, they will not be

discussed in greater detail here.

This paper gives preference to the classification based primarily on semantic features

presented by Czech grammarians and Dušková because syntactic functions of

subordinate clauses are not always paralell to syntactic functions of corresponding word

classes. Therefore, this paper will recognize 3 major subtypes of subordinate clauses,

using the following terminology: ‘content‘ clauses (corresponding to the clauses termed

‘nominal‘ by Quirk), ‘relative‘ clauses and ‘adverbial’clauses. The subject of this

research are content and relative clauses and, therefore, adverbial clauses will be taken

into consideration only in cases where they overlap with the first two above-mentioned
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types of subordinate clauses. The more detailed description of content and relative

clauses will be presented in the following chapters.

3. Content (nominal) clauses

3.1 Classification of content clauses

At the beginning of the chapter dealing with content clauses in greater detail, their basic

definitions given by Dušková, Quirk and Huddleston will be summarized. Content

clauses complete the message of the superordinate clause by expressing actual meaning

of what is only generally indicated by the element on which they depend. They bear

some resemblance to nouns and occur mostly in syntactic functions realized by noun

phrases. Structurally, they do not have any special features and they most from all the

distinguished subtypes of subordinate clauses resemble main clauses. The last statement

is supported by the fact that the system of clause types (i.e. their further

subclassification into declarative clauses, interrogative clauses etc…) applies to content

clauses as well as to main clauses. (Huddleston et al., 2002: 951). Quirk, Huddleston,

Biber and Dušková are united as far as the system of classification of content clauses is

concerned. Primarily, they all distinguish finite, nonfinite and verbless clauses (see

example sentences in 2.2). Next, the following finite subtypes occur:

Subordinate declarative clauses (that-clauses):  His books taught me that poetry can be

pure and profound, and at the same time popular.

Subordinate interrogative clauses (wh-clauses): She had no way of knowing in advance

whether an opportunity for murder existed.

Subordinate exclamative clauses: Didn't you see how beautiful it was?

Finite subtypes of content clauses correspond to communicative types of main clauses

and it it possible to present their counterpart main clauses, see:

Declarative clause: Poetry can be pure and profound, and at the same time popular.

Interrogative clause: Did an opportunity for murder exist?

Exclamative clauses: How beautiful it is!

However, there exists one exception which is the fact that English grammarians do not

introduce subordinate imperative clauses. According to Huddleston, the reason is that

“there is no grammatically distinct construction that can properly be regarded as the
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subordinate counterpart of a main clause.“ (Huddleston et al., 2002: 943). He claims and

demonstrates that “imperatives are reported by means of constructions where the

subordinate clauses are syntactically and semantically very different from imperative

clauses.“ (943). These constructions are infinitivals and mandatives. (944). Quirk and

Biber do not discuss this issue as opposed to Dušková, who distinguishes not only

subordinate imperative clauses but also subordinate optative clauses. However, this is so

due to the nature of  Dušková’s approach based on the Czech grammar. In this case, this

paper finds Dušková’s classification inappropriate since subordinate imperative and

optative clauses which appear in a great amount in Czech are limited in their occurrence

in English. Therefore, this paper will consider clauses of the type: He told me to leave

him alone, as to-infinitive content clauses with imperative force (but not as subordinate

imperative clauses) and clauses of the type: I wish I didn’t speak to her last night,  as

subordinate declarative clauses (and not as subordinate optative clauses).

As for the nonfinite subtypes, the following content clauses are to be found:

to-infinitive clauses (or to-clauses): Barnett is not expected to withstand the pressure.

(including bare infinitive clauses: The new classification can help improve

economic governance at both Community and national levels.)

-ing clauses: Smiling is good for you.

The term ‘–ing clause‘ here is used for the form which Huddleston calls ‘gerund-

participle‘. Therefore, this paper takes his opinion that there is no reason to give priority

to one or other of traditional terms (gerund or participle, employed by Quirk) and rejects

an analysis that has gerund and participle as different forms syncretised throughout the

class of verbs. (Huddleston et al., 2002: 82).

Quirk also introduces verbless content clause, giving the following proverb as an

example: A friend in need is a friend indeed, with its nonfinite paraphrase: To be a

friend in need is to be a frind indeed. He claims that this verbless type is the most

debatable category of content clauses especially owing to the fact that they superficially

look like noun phrases. However, since they have semantic and structural characteristics

of clauses (specific prepositional phrases, the possibility of different number of the verb

and the subject, specific semantic collocations), they are included among them.(Quirk et



8

al., 1985: 1068). But, apparently, the occurrence of content verbless clauses is quite

limited and, therefore, they will not be treated in greater detail in this paper.

The following chapters will discuss distinct subtypes of finite and nonfinite content

clauses in detail.

3.2 Subordinate declarative clauses (that-clauses)

Three following paragraphs will define subordinate declarative clauses from the

structural, semantic and syntactic point of view.

Structurally, subordinate declarative clauses are introduced by subordinating

conjunction that and are thus referred to as that-clauses. The subordinator that can

sometimes be omitted (Dušková et al., 2003: 594) and the cases where this is possible

are discussed in 3.2.2. Subordinator that introducing subordinate declarative clause, as

in: Forster once wrote to me that he knew Ivy's characters were good as well as clever,

has to be distinguished from relativizer that introducing relative clause: These nuclear

energy systems can be operated in a manner that will provide a competitive and reliable

supply of energy. For further explanation see ch. 4.6. dealing with differences between

relative and noun complement clauses.

From the semantic point of view, that-clauses are most often controlled by certain verbs

belonging to 3 major semantic domains presented by Biber. They are mental verbs: e.g.

believe, feel, find, guess, know, see, think, speech act verbs: e.g.  admit, agree,

announce, argue, bet, insist, say, tell and other communication verbs: e.g. ensure,

indicate, prove, show, suggest. (Biber et al., 1999: 663–665). As far as their syntactic

functions are concerned, subordinate declarative clauses may function as subject, direct

object, subject complement, adjective complement and appositive (i.e.noun

complement). (Quirk et al., 1985: 1049). This paper will use the term ‘noun

complement clauses’ for clauses defined by Quirk as appositive for the reasons

discussed in the following chapter which deals with these syntactic functions in greater

detail.

3.2.1 Syntactic functions of subordinate declarative clauses

Subject that-clauses may occupy the distinctive subject position before the verb

(Huddleston et al., 2002: 957), as shows the following example: That the Swans should
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close  is too bleak to contemplate. However, there is a strong preference for extraposed

over pre-predicate that-clauses, as in: It's interesting that you should mention

Rosenkavalier in this context. In these sentences, the that-clause is extraposed and

introduced by anticipatory it. Thus, it is in accordance with the principle of end-weight,

in other words it is in accordance with tendency for long and complex sentences to be

placed towards the end of the clause (Biber et.al., 1999: 898).  According to

Huddleston, it is important to distinguish between these extraposed that-clauses with

anticipatory it referring to the subordinate clause and that-clauses in the impersonal

construction with dummy it as subject, which is then semantically empty: It seems that

the reason lies in an idea of a `scale of being'. In this case, the subordinate clause

functions as direct object to the verb seem and, here, it is obligatorily inserted simply to

complete the structure of the clause grammatically. (Huddleston et al., 2002: 960; Biber

et al., 1999: 125).  Finally, Huddleston introduces that-clauses that can also occupy

matrix final position as postposed subjects, as in: Even more disturbing is that the

neighbours hadn’t notice his absence. However, this structure is quite rare and often

substituted by other constructions such as cleft sentence, extraposition or noun

complement clause (Huddleston et al., 2002: 958), which is probably the reason why

neither Quirk nor Dušková mention it.

That-clauses functioning as direct object represent the most frequent type of that-

clauses. In this function they are most often controlled by the above-mentioned verbs

introduced by Biber. They can also occur with prepositional verbs and, therefore,

function as prepositional objects. However, in such cases, the preposition before the

subordinate clause is always omitted, as in: Theresa wondered  that George all along

was extraordinary only in the degree to which he was dull. (Dušková et al., 2003: 598),

where the preposition about following the verb wonder is absent. As regards the

position of object that-clause, it usually follows the verb. Quirk also mentions the

extraposition of object that-clauses, which is quite rare and often cooccurs with an

object complement (Quirk et al., 1985: 1049): Do you think it impossible that my father

would drive his wife and mistress together to London? In this example, object that-

clause is extraposed and obligatorily follows object complement realized by adjective

impossible.
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Next, that-clauses may serve as subject complements and thus describe the variable

expressed in the subject : The big problem with using photographs is that the drawing

can end up looking just like a photo, with little vitality and depth to it. Here, that-clause

describes the noun problem, which functions as subject. This head noun belongs to the

distinct group of nouns that occur as subjects in such cases. According to Biber, this

group of nouns is similar to the group that takes that-clauses as noun complements and

is discussed later on. (Biber et al., 1999: 671).

That-clauses may also be controlled by predicative adjectives, as in: She seemed pleased

that he didn't have an answer. This paper takes the view of Huddleston and Dušková

who point out that these that-clauses functioning as adjective complements have to be

distinguished from extraposed that-clauses:

I was not particularly sad that the house was to be sold.

It is sad that an ancient way of life is ending.

In the first example, that-clause functions as complement to adjective sad. Adjective

sad relates both to the person’s (referred to as I) feeling and the proposition that the

house was to be sold. In the second example, the that-clause functions as extraposed

subject. Pronoun it is an anticipatory element and the adjective sad relates only to the

subordinate clause, just as in its counterpart without extraposition: That an ancien way

of life is ending is sad. (Huddleston et al., 2002: 964). However, it has to be stressed

that Biber ranks these extraposed that-clauses occurring with adjectives among

adjective complements. While these type of clauses occur frequetly with to-clauses,

more discussion is devoted to this issue in ch. 3.5.1.

Finally, that-clauses may function as complements in a noun phrase structure: We give

them a very clear picture that they're coming to work in someone's home. In this

example, that-clause is dependent on the head noun picture and presents its complete

content. The conjunction that has subordinating function. This is important in order to

distinguish these types of clauses from relative clauses introduced by relativizer that,

e.g.: Try to draw a picture that you will associate with your goal. The major differences

between noun complement and relative clauses are discussed later in ch. 4.6.

However, it is necessary to discuss the function of noun complement clauses itself in

greater detail, because its definitons differ. ‘Noun complement clause‘ is a term

introduced by Huddleston and Biber while Quirk regards these types of clauses as
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clauses with appositive function and Dušková as clauses with attributive function.

According to Quirk, apposition is a relation between noun phrases and  involves linking

of units of the same rank. As far as content clauses are concerned, he regards them as

very approximate to noun phrases (due to his classification based on functional

analogies). Therefore, when the noun phrase is modified by a nominal clause, he regards

this nominal clause as an apposition to the noun phrase. (Quirk et al.,1985: 1301).

Huddleston argues by giving following example sentences:

He was afraid that he might lose his job.

He told me of his fear that he might lose his job.,

and claiming that in both examples the that-clause functions as a complement. What

differs are the controlling words. The that-clause in the first example  is a complement

of an adjective and in the second example it is a complement of a noun. (Huddleston et

al., 2002: 1017). Huddleston adds that the relation between the clause and the preceding

noun is very different from standard cases of apposition. (1017). He supports this

statement by denying two typical features of apposition (denoted by Quirk) in the case

of content clauses: firstly, Quirk says that with apposition generally, we can link the

apposed units with the verb be (Quirk et al., 1985: 1261), but Huddleston argues that

there are numerous cases where this is not possible, for example in the following

sentence: Their insistence that the meetings should be held at lunchtime angered the

staff. (Huddleston et al., 2002: 1017); secondly, according to Quirk, each of the

appositives can be separately omitted without affecting the acceptability of the sentence.

(Quirk et al., 1985: 1302). Again, Huddleston introduces several sentences including

content clauses where this is not possible, for example: They ridiculed his suggestion

that he was being stalked. This paper gives preference to Huddleston’s approach for the

reasons mentioned above. However, it is also necessary to describe Dušková’s

conception. She ranks noun complement clauses among clauses with attributive

function. In Czech grammar, attribute is defined as a modifying sentence element,

which directly defines syntactical substantive in any sentence validity. (Bauer, Grepl,

1975: 123). As far as attributive content clauses are concerned, Dušková claims that

they modify head noun by adding a mental content to it. (Dušková et al., 2003: 498).

Therefore, her conception is similar to that of Huddleston in that that she perceives that-
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clause as a dependent on the head noun and not as a unit which is on the same level with

it (which would be the case with appositive clauses).

To conclude this discussion, the basic definition and description of noun complement

clauses taken by this paper will be given. Noun complement clauses are dependent on a

noun phrase and they complete it by adding mental content to it. In most cases, the noun

phrases are definite and singular. According to Biber, the that-clause usually reports the

proposition while the head noun reports the author’s attitude towards the proposition.

Two groups of head nouns controlling noun complement clauses exist. They are the

nouns which assess the certainty of the proposition in the that-clause: fact [the most

frequent noun taking a content clause complement (Huddleston et al., 2002: 965)],

possibility, claim, notion, assumption, hypothesis, rumour, and the nouns which indicate

the source of knowledge expressed in the that-clause. Biber further subclassifies the

latter  into three groups: linguistic communication nouns: claim, report, proposal,

suggestion, remark, cognitive reasoning nouns: assumption, hypothesis, idea,

observation and personal belief nouns: belief, doubt, hope, opinion. These groups of

nouns are similar to those which function as subjects taking that-clauses as subject

complements.

Next, similarly to relative clauses (see ch. 4.), noun complement clauses can be used

both in restrictive and nonrestrictive functions:

That was two years after the claim that she had been sunk in September 1939.

(restrictive)

Sombart's claim, that accountancy is one of the vital factors in the growth of Western

capitalism, cannot be neglected. (nonrestrictive)

In the first example the subordinate clause denoting the head noun claim is neccesary in

order to make the sentence meaningful. In the second example, the head noun claim is

already denoted by the possessive Sombart’s and, therefore, the subordinate clause only

adds extra information about it and it is not necessarily needed for the comprehension of

the message conveyed. (Biber et al., 1999: 646).

Finally, it needs to be added that noun complement clause can be realized also by other

content clauses, namely by to-infinitive and wh-interrogative clauses.
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3.2.2 The omission of subordinator that

As mentioned above, subordinating conjunction that can be sometimes omitted.

Generally, there is a tendency to omit subordinator that in less formal style. There are

numerous cases when the omission of subordinator that is optional, but it is never

obligatory. On the other hand, the grammarians state unanimously two cases when the

subordinator that must be present as a rule. firstly, it is when the that-clause functions as

subject (and when it is not extraposed), as in: That she didn’t care is now evident, and,

secondly, when it otherwise precedes the superordinate verb (which may be the case

with the preposed object clause): That Alan didn’t call you I find hardly surprising.

(Huddleston et al., 2002: 952). In the cases discussed below there is a tendency to omit

that especially when the clauses are short and no other phrase is incorporated between

the superordinate verb and that-clause. The subordinator that is most frequently omitted

with object that-clauses: I believe (that)  it will do us no harm, and sometimes also

when it functions as adjective complement: We are glad (that) you have come. As far as

subject that-clauses are concerned it can be omitted only when the content clause is

extraposed: It is true (that) I didn’t apply for the course. Dušková adds that subordinator

that is usually not present after the clauses corresponding to Czech optative clauses I

wish…, I would…, and after It’s high time…. When the content clause functions as

subject complement or noun complement, the omission of that is possible but very rare.

{Dušková et al., 2003: 595–596; Huddleston et al., 2002: 952-954; Quirk et al., 1985:

1049).

3.3 Subordinate interrogative clauses

The second large set of finite content clauses to be presented here are interrogative

clauses. As their name suggests, they share some of their characteristics with main

interrogative clauses. Typically, subordinate interrogative clauses are introduced by wh-

words and subordinators whether and if. They usually follow after the verbs or phrases

expressing a question. According to Dušková, the set of most common expressions

taking wh-interrogative clauses includes: ask, know, wonder, not sure, problem,

question. (Dušková et al., 2003: 601). The subordinate interrogative clauses differ from
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main interrogative clauses in that they do not have subject-operator inversion (for minor

exceptions see ch. 3.3.2). Compare:

Where have you been? (main interrogative clause)

I would like to know where you have been. (subordinate interrogative clause).

Syntactically, the subordinate interrogative clauses occur in the whole range of

functions available to content that-clauses and, in addition, may function as

prepositional complements. (Quirk et al., 1985: 1050).

All the grammar books in question are in accordance with their definition of subordinate

interrogative clauses. However, they slightly differ as regards further classification of

these clauses but the core of this diversity lies mainly in the terminology while the

grouping of various types of these clauses remains mostly the same. This paper will use

the terms employed by Quirk and Dušková, who subclassify subordinate interrogative

clauses into ‘subordinate wh-interrogative clauses’ (termed ‘variable questions’ by

Huddleston et al., 2002: 975) and  ‘yes-no and alternative interrogative clauses’ (termed

‘polar and alternative questions’ by Huddleston et al., 2002: 975). This subclassification

is in accordance with the system of main interrogative clauses. (Quirk et al., 1985:

1050-1054; Dušková et al., 2003: 601-604). These subgroups will be discussed more

thoroughly in the following three chapters.

3.3.1 Subordinate yes-no interrogative clauses

Subordinate yes-no interrogative clauses are introduced by subordinators whether: He

refused to say whether his company had received any payment so far, or if : I asked if

she needed a ride. The fact that they employ these introductory words distinguishes

them from main yes-no interrogatives. Usually, they express indirect questions. (Biber

et al., 1999: 690). The subordinator if is syntactically more restricted than whether. On

the other hand, if also frequently introduces another type of subordinate clauses which

are adverbial conditional clauses, whereas whether, as far as subordinate clauses are

concerned, introduces only yes-no interrogative clauses. Due to this complexity of use

of the subordinator if it is important to distinguish between yes-no interrogative clauses

and adverbial conditional clauses. Sometimes, ambiguity may arise but it can usually be

avoided by substituting whether for if. (Huddleston et al., 2002: 975). For example, the

if-clause in the sentence: Call me if you need me when you get back,  could be
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understood as conditional clause with the meaning: If you need me when you get back

then call me, or as interrogative clause with the meaning: Call me whether you need me

when you get back. In the second example, whether is unambiguously interrogative, so

the message of the sentence is univocal.

Quirk defines also alternative interrogative clauses as one subgroup of yes-no

interrogative clauses while Dušková and Huddleston regard them as a separate category.

This paper will give preference to Quirk’s view, because yes-no alternative

interrogatives are formed  with the correlatives whether …or, as in: It is a matter of luck

whether it hits or misses the tail, or if…or, as in: For a long while I thought it didn't

matter if I lived or died, but you've changed all that, which means that they share the

same subordinators with yes-no interrogatives.(Quirk et al., 1985: 1053).

In the last paragraph of this chapter various syntactic functions of yes-no interrogative

clauses will be introduced. They may occur as:

subject: Whether he noticed was unclear since he made the eminently logical suggestion

that they should drive to Randall Lodge together.

extraposed subject: It is doubtful whether the council will be able to recover all the back

tax or enforce the costs order.

direct object:  I wondered if he had gone home feeling anything but relief..

subject complement: An apparently fundamental issue is whether the scheme is

voluntary or mandatory.

adjective complement: I'm not sure whether 2nd births are viewed with more or less

apprehension.

prepositional complement: Do not worry about whether you are successful in achieving

a deep level of relaxation.

noun complement: The question whether to continue training or not invariably depends

on the expert and his or her individual belief. (for the discussion on noun complement

clauses see ch. 3.2.1).
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3.3.2 Wh-interrogative clauses

Wh-interrogative clauses are introduced by the same wh-words as main interrogative

clauses: who, what, whose, which, how, where, when, why, how many, how much, etc.

(Dušková et al., 2003: 604).

Syntactically, they may occur in the same functions as yes-no interrogative clauses, i.e.:

subject:  How I feel is unpredictable.

extraposed subject: It is not clear why governments wish to avoid the economic and

social destruction of a hyperinflation.

direct object: Nobody could ever understand how much I put into yesterday.

subject complement: But the real political question is what this stereotype means.

adjective complement: You could never be certain whose side everyone was on.

prepositional complement:  They’re seeking the advice of public opinion on how the

seas and oceans should be managed.

noun complement: There's a question who's running the council here.

As indicated above, even though there is no subject-operator inversion in subordinate

interrogative clauses, Quirk introduces some exceptions to this rule: Subject-operator

inversion may occur when the clause functions as subject complement and the

superordinate verb is be: The question is where should he go and ask, or when it

functions as noun complement: We haven’t yet discussed the problem why do they not

respond. (Quirk et al., 1985: 1051). However, these occurrences of subject-operator

inversion are very rare.

Structurally, wh-interrogative clauses resemble nominal relative clauses. What

distinguishes them from the latter type is their semantic resemblance to main wh-

interrogatives in that they leave a gap of unknown information represented by wh-

element. (Quirk et al., 1985: 1051). The differences between subordinate wh-

interrogative clauses and nominal relative clauses are discussed in ch. 5.2.

At the end of the chapter dealing with subordinate interrogative clauses it has to be

stressed that they are often expressed by  infinitivals. According to Huddleston, these

infinitival interrogatives usually express questions, as in: Sunderland will have to wait a

little longer before knowing whether to turn left or right on to the M25, where the

answer would have the force of directive (Turn left/ right!). They do not usually occur
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with expressions of disbelief, surprise, dependence or significance. (Huddleston et al.,

2002: 985).

3.4 Subordinate exclamative clauses

The last group of finite content clauses are subordinate exclamative clauses. They will

be described only briefly, because exclamation is in most cases connected with spoken

discourse and, therefore, does not correspond to the subject of the research of the second

part of this paper. Indeed, in the report in question, there was not a single occurrence of

exclamative clause.

Subordinate exclamative clauses are identical in form with main exclamative clauses.

(Huddleston et al., 2002: 991). They are introduced by subordinators what and how and

they generally have the same form as subordinate interrogative clausese introduced by

these two subordinators. (Quirk et al., 1985: 1055). Due to this fact, Biber treats them as

a subtype of wh-complement clauses (i.e. together with subordinate interrogative

clauses and nominal relative clauses), namely as a less common type of wh-clause

having an exclamative function. (Biber et al., 1999: 683). Since subordinate wh-

interrogative clauses and subordinate exclamative clauses may be introduced by the

same subordinators, ambiguity may arise. We have to distinguish between what as a

predeterminer in exclamative clauses and what as central determiner or pronoun in

interrogative clauses. Consider the following example:

He doesn‘ t understand what problems might this cause for the retailer.

In case of exclamative interpretation, it would be stressed how unbearable the problems

caused might be. The main exclamative clause would be: What problems might this

cause for the retailer! On the other hand, if the clause was interpreted as interrogative,

there would arise a question of what kind of problems might this cause. The main

interrogative clause would be: What problems might this cause for the retailer? The

same distinction has to be made between how as intensifier of an adjective, adverb or

clause and how as central determiner or pronoun in interrogative clauses.

Subordinate exclamative clauses does not appear in a wide range of syntactic functions.

Quirk introduces only three. They are:

extraposed subject: It is wonderful how quickly they learn.

direct object: And when I'm talking to myself I say what a clever fellow you are!
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prepositional complement: I read an account of what an impression you had made.

(Quirk’s example sentence)

(Quirk et al., 1985: 1055).

Huddleston adds the examples of subodinate exclamative clauses functioning as:

subject: What a blunder it was didn’t emerge till later.

adjective complement: They were surprised what a good price we were offering.

(Huddleston et al., 2002: 992), whose occurrence is, however, very limited.

3.5 Nonfinite content clauses

As mentioned above, content clauses may be realized by nonfinite structures, namely by

infinitive clauses and –ing clauses. The two following chapters will discuss these in

greater detail.

3.5.1 Infinitive clauses

Infinitive clauses can be divided into two following subtypes: to-infinitive clauses (or

to-clauses), with presence of to, as in: Essentially the method is to make it in stages in

accordance with the diagrams, and bare infinitive clauses, without to, as in: The grand

plan is to help make the state's youngsters `computer literate'.

To-clauses appear in a wider range of constructions as opposed to bare infinitive clauses

which occur primarily in object function with a very small number of verbs.

(Huddleston et al., 2002: 1174).

Semantically, to-infinitive clauses  are used to report speech, cognitive states,

intentions, desires and efforts. (Biber et al., 1999: 693). As regards their structure, they

are most frequently subjectless, as in the following example: The tendency to judge a

woman's worth by her appearance was by no means new. In case the subject is

expressed, it is always introduced by preposition for, as in: That is not for you to judge,

Wilson.

To-clauses occurring in subject function may be preposed, as in: To accuse him directly

would be quite unwise, but they occur in this position very rarely. Preferably, subject

to-clauses are extraposed, as in: It proved impossible to translate the theory that the

duchy was an allod into practice. Without regard to the example sentence, they are most

often controlled by copula be, and, according to Biber, also by verbs help and take.
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(Biber et al., 1999: 714). Concerning the clauses of the type: It is biologically difficult to

degrade PCBs, this paper takes the view of Huddleston and Dušková, as said in

ch. 3.2.1., and, therefore, regards these clauses  as extraposed subjects controlled by

copula be. (Huddleston et al., 2002: 964; Dušková et al., 2003: 559). Biber takes

another approach and views these clauses as adjective complements (here  with the

controlling adjective difficult which takes an extraposed to-clause)  for the fact that a

considerable number of these extraposed to-clauses occur with the adjectives.

Therefore, even though this paper includes to-clauses of this type among extraposed

subject clauses, the adjectives with which they occur will be  taken into consideration in

the practical part.

To-clauses function frequently as objects. The controlling verbs of these object to-

clauses belong, according to Biber, to 10 semantic domains: speech act verbs (say),

other communication verbs (suggest), cognition verbs (imagine), perception verbs

(taste), verbs of desire (hope), verbs of intention or decision (decide), verbs of effort

(try), verbs of modality and causation (help), aspectual verbs (start) and verbs of

existence or occurrence (seem). (Biber et al., 1999: 693). Most often they are

subjectless, but the subject can be expressed, introduced by preposition for, or the to-

clause can also occur with intervening noun phrase, which is used to express the agent

of the to-clause, as in: Someone screamed, a high shrill piercing noise that caused her

to break out in goose pimples. (Dušková et al., 2003: 551-553). As regards bare

infinitive clauses, the presence of the intervening noun phrase is quite frequent while the

occurrence of bare infinitive clause following directly the verb is more limited. (Biber et

al.; 1999: 698, 699).

Subject complement to-clauses are relatively common. Often, the subject noun phrase

refers to an abstract referent, as in: The object of the decision is to arrive at responses

which enable individuals to cope more adequately with their situation.

Concerning to-clauses functioning as noun complements, they belong to one of the two

major types of clauses used to complement the noun. Therefore, their occurrence is

quite frequent. As said above, head nouns taking these clauses are usually abstract

nouns. Particularly with to-clauses, they express human goals, opportunities and

actions, e.g. effort, opportunity, etc., as in the following example: An objective to stay

out of debt will require many goals. (Biber et al., 1999: 653). As Dušková states, noun
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complement to-clauses may overlap with to-clauses functioning as adverbials of

purpose and, therefore, it is necessary to distinguish them clearly. (Dušková et al.; 2003:

567). The example sentences are introduced in practical part in ch. 7.3.

Finally, to-clauses may serve as adjective complements. The to-clause can directly

follow the adjective, as in: These are status-hungry beings eager to define a place in the

world for themselves and for others. Or, agent may be expressed, in which case the

agent is introduced by the preposition for and precedes the to-clause, as in: When other

ships were sunk by icebergs he would be telephoned by newsmen eager for him to

imagine the fate of the victims. The adjectives controlling these to-clauses are most

frequently the adjectives of personal affective stance (afraid, impatient), or adjectives

od ability or willingness (able, careful).

3.5.2 Content –ing clauses

Content –ing clauses can serve a wide range of functions. They can occur in all

functions occupied by substantives, which means they can function as subject, object,

subject complement, adjective complement and prepositional complement. Their agent

may be unexpressed, and, therefore, general, as in: Drinking makes you very beautiful,

or it can have a possesive form: His drinking was on the increase. (Dušková et al.,

2003: 571).

Content –ing clauses functioning as subject and subject complements are quite rare. As

regards subject -ing clauses, they occur in pre-predicate position,as in: Hitchhiking

across Czechoslovakia during a snowstorm has to be one of the memories that will

remain with me forever, more frequently than to-clauses which are usually extraposed.

Content –ing clauses occur frequently in object function. The major semantic classes of

these verbs are given by Biber. They are: aspect and manner verbs (begin),

communication and speech act verbs (suggest), cognitive verbs (consider), perception

verbs (see), verbs of affective stance (like), verb of description (describe), verbs of

effort, facilitation or hindrance (try), verbs of agreement (permit), verbs of avoidance

and obligation (resist), verbs of offense, punishment and apology (accuse), verbs of

required action (need). (Biber et al., 1999: 740). In the following example: He says if

you like meeting people, if you like camping, if you like living history, it's good., the

object -ing clause is controlled by verb of affetive stance like.
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Also, -ing clauses often occur after the preposition. In case they occur after a

prepositional verb, this paper sees them as functioning as prepositional objects, as in:

They rightly insist on being treated as individuals. In case they occur after adjective

followed by the preposition, this paper regards them as adjective complements, as in:

I've gone a bit mad about cleaning as my mother's coming to stay this summer. In all the

other instances, when -ing clause follows after the preposition it is seen as a

prepositional complement. In these cases, the preposition often follows after the noun,

as in: Techniques are related to principles with a view to enquiring into the relationship

between the two. Also, -ing clauses following the preposition function as adverbial

clauses, as in: She didn't want to complicate matters by disturbing Luke in the middle of

a telephone conversation. While adverbial clauses are not subjected to this paper, they

will not be taken into consideration here.

4. Relative clauses

4.1 Definition and classification of relative clauses

Relative clauses postmodify a noun or a noun phrase. Therefore, they share the same

antecedents with noun complement clauses. It needs to be stressed again, then, that

relative clauses serve to postmodify the noun - that means to denote and concretize it by

adding some more information about it - whereas noun complement clauses serve to

complete the noun - that means to give a complete content to it - which is why they

belong to the group of content clauses. More discussion is devoted to this matter in ch.

4.6.

As far the structure of relative clauses is concerned, they are introduced by relativizers.

These relativizers include wh-words and that (and also as, in the case of sentential

relative clauses, see later). See the examples of relative clauses including all the

possible relativizers:

which: Other diversions include a sauna and steam bath which is free once a week.

who: I can never repeat a character who is here in the shop with me.

whom: An old woman made older by the suicide of one whom she still considered a girl.

whose: There were many others whose function I did not know.

where: We have come into a world where everything is made of chocolate.
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when: This was also the period when the Elves came to realise they were a dying race.

why: I see no reason why private risk capital should not be available.

that: I had chosen a computer that was widely used by small businesses, so a variety of

software was available.

Relative clauses may also be juxtaposed, in which case the relativizer is omitted and is

referred to as ‘zero‘ relativizer, as in: The idea I had was crazy.

The relativizers have two functions: firstly, they function as subordinators (i.e. they

connect the main and the subordinate clause) and, secondly, they have a syntactic

function as sentence elements in a subordinate clause. The latter fact distinguishes them

from content clauses (namely from noun complement clauses), where the subordinator

does not function as a syntactic element. (Dušková et al., 2003: 615).

To this point, grammar books agree on their conception of relative clauses. However, as

regards further classification and terminology, the approaches slightly differ. Dušková

and Quirk base their classification of relative clauses on their syntactic function within

the superordinate clause. They distinguish two subtypes: nominal relative clauses,

functioning as syntactic substantive, as in: I’d meet whoever he asked me to, and

adnominal (adjective) nominal clauses, functioning as syntactic adjective, as in: The

violence, which they appear to love, may seem less platable. (Quirk et al., 1985: 1244;

Dušková et al., 2003: 611).  As far as Huddleston’s approach is concerned, he uses

different terminology and classification. For him, all the above-mentioned types are

relative constructions further subclassified into relative clauses (corresponding to

adnominal relative clauses) and into fused relative constructions (corresponding to

nominal clauses). (Huddleston et al, 2002: 1034-1036). Relative clauses corresponding

to adnominal relative clauses are treated separately also by Biber who treats them as a

structural subtype of postmodification of a noun, while, according to his view, nominal

relative clauses represent a subtype of wh-complement clauses (termed content wh-

interrogative clauses in this paper). Obviously, the most problematic is the classification

of nominal relative clauses which represent a transitional category between content and

relative clauses. Therefore, they will be treated separately by this paper and the whole

chapter 5. will be devoted to them. In chapter 4. only adnominal relative clauses are
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taken into consideration and ‘relative clause’ here means the type of clause which Quirk

and Dušková term ‘adnominal relative clause’.

In the next paragraph, the paper will concentrate on further classification of adnominal

relative clauses referred to as ‘relative clauses‘ for the reasons stated above. Similarly to

all subordinate clauses, they are distinguished according to their verb form into finite:

They belong to owners who believe they have passed the point of no return, and

nonfinite: You've got to be the right person to deal with those things. (here, realized by

to-infinitive). Another classification is based on the type of modification they realize.

They can be either restrictive, which means they serve to restrict or help to define the

meaning of the noun, or non-restrictive, which means that they add extra information

about the antecedent but this information is not needed to delimit the set denoted by the

antecedent. (Quirk et al., 1985: 1239; Dušková et al., 2003: 615). These subtypes of

relative clauses will be discussed more thoroughly in the following chapters with the

corresponding examples.

4.2 Restrictive relative clauses

Restrictive clauses serve to restrict or help to define the meaning of the noun. In written

English they are not separated by comma. In spoken English, they are prosodically

bound to their antecedents, falling within the same intonation contour. Restrictive

relative clauses may be introduced by all the above-mentioned relativizers. However,

each relativizer is used under certain conditions which will be described in this chapter.

The choice of relativizer depends mostly on its antecedent and on the syntactic function

in which it occurs within the subordinate clause. Therefore, at first, it is necessary to

comment on the choice of relativizers according to their antecedents.  To begin with, the

important feature of  wh-words is that they mark the gender contrast. Who is used after

personal antecedents: We have asked the people who constructed this building to take

over the theatre in January until March (here, relativizer who refers to people). Which

is used after nonpersonal antecedents: They know the unwritten custom which forms

such an important part of industrial relations.  (here, relativizer which refers to custom).

(Quirk et al., 1985: 1245). As far as the relativizer that is concerned, it may  occur after
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any antecedent, because it does not differentiate whether the antecedent is personal or

nonpersonal:

He wasn't the sort of friend that nice mothers were all that pleased to see.

That night he slept in an old cardboard box that he'd found.

In the first sentence, relativizer that refers to the noun friend, denoting a person,

whereas in the second example the antecedent of the relativizer is the noun box,

denoting an object.

Now that the basic correspondence between antecedents and relativizers was

introduced, the list of different syntactic functions realized by relativizers within the

subordinate clauses will be given. In the example sentences were left the original

relativizers found in British National Corpus, the further possibility of their substitution

or omission will be discussed later on. Relativizers in subordinate relative clause may

function as:

1. subject: Someone who has not the concept of age cannot be expected to see someone

as young or old.

2. object: The violence, which they appear to love, may seem less palatable.

3. prepositional complement: In the south of France he met Lord Byron, with whom he

travelled to Gibraltar, Greece and the Levant

4. subject complement: It is not very  easy when Sue is the type of person she is.

5. adverbial: Without prompt action, the zoo may be the only place where a safari is

possible.

With relativizers in subject function, it is preffered to use who instead of that, if the

antecedent in the superordinate clause is personal as in the example sentence 1 above.

On the other hand, when the antecedent is nonpersonal compound determiner

(anything,everything, nothing, something) or nonpersonal determiner all, much, most,

few, little, etc., the relativizer that is preferred: When the markets go against you there is

nothing that can stop it until the market adjusts, or South Korea's reafforestation and

erosion control programme is one of the few that has enjoyed considerable success.

(Quirk et al., 1985: 1250, 1251). As far as juxtaposition is concerned, the relative

clauses with relativizer as subject cannot be juxtaposed and, therefore, zero relativizer in
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subject function can never be employed. (Dušková et al.,  2003: 616, 618). On the

contrary, juxtaposition is quite frequent with relativizers in object function. According

to Quirk, zero and that relativizers are preffered to wh-relativizers in object function

when the antecedent is personal, as in: Most of the people (that)  I like actually hate me,

and juxtaposition is even preferred to relativizer that when both the antecedent and the

subject of the relative clause are personal pronouns: He asked the first policeman he

saw the way to London University. Next, the complexity of the sentence has to be taken

into acount. When complex phrases or clauses intervene between the relative clause and

the antecedent, there is a preference for which relativizer, as in: Unless any cash

payment is passing which is required by the husband for the purchase of another

property, a contract would appear to be unnecessary. (Quirk et al., 1985: 1251, 1252).

When discussing object function, it has to be said that relativizers have the function of

direct object and not the indirect one. (Huddleston et al., 2002: 1044).

Another syntactic function to be discussed here is that of relativizer functioning as

prepositional complement.  For such cases,  relativizer who has an objective form

whom, which is obligatory, if the governing preposition precedes its complement: He is

principal cello of the English Baroque soloists, with whom he has recorded for Erato

and Deutsche Grammophon. (Quirk et al., 1985: 1249). Dušková adds that even if the

relativizer whom is used, the preposition may be postponed as in: In the south of France

he met Lord Byron, whom he travelled to Gibraltar, Greece and the Levant with.

(Dušková et al., 2003: 620, 621). However, when functioning as prepositional

complement the relativizer that is preferred, probably to avoid this choice between who

and whom: Those that I went with found watching the trials a useful experience. (Quirk

et al., 1985: 1251). In such cases the postposition of preposition is obligatory and this

rule applies also to zero relativizer. (Dušková et al., 2003: 620, 621).

Huddleston also introduces relativizers in function of subject complements, even though

he admits that such occurrences are quite rare. Their antecedent is usually a definite

noun phrase and non-wh relativizers are strongly preferred (see example sentence 4).

(Huddleston et al., 2002: 1045).

Finally, the relativizers in adverbial function will be examined. The summary of these is

given by Biber (and will be followed by this paper) who distinguishes four major

structural variants for relative clauses where the relativizer functions as adverbial.
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(Biber et al., 1999: 624). Each of these structural variants will be described in greater

detail here. Firstly, the relativizer which, who(m) is preceded by the preposition that

marks the adverbial element in the relative clause, as in: He bought the house in which

no one wants to live. Secondly,  the preposition is postponed and the relativizer may be

present or it may be omitted, as in: He bought the house that old James used to live in.

This structure is obligatory with that relativizer, since that cannot be preceded by a

preposition. (Quirk et al., 1985: 1252). Thirdly, the preposition is omitted altogether

and, in most cases, the relativizer is omitted too: She cannot remember the day he left.

This structure often occurs with expressions of time when there is zero or that

relativizer.  However, when the relativizer is which, the preposition must be expressed.

Therefore, the former sentence would be paraphrased as: She cannot remember the day

on which he left. (Quirk et al., 1985: 1255, 1256). And, finally, three relative adverbs

where, when and why are used, which substitute for the whole adverbial and, therefore,

do not need to occur with a preposition. Where is used for place adverbials as in the

example sentence 5 above, when is used for time adverbials: One day when the sticky

buds on the trees were at their plumpest and the sun gleamed a promise of summer,

Sylvie took her sketch pad down to the little lake, and why for reason adverbials: This is

the reason why he chose to do dentistry rather than Art Restoration. Huddleston also

adds the adverbs while, whence and various compounds of where + preposition (e.g.

whereby, wherefrom, etc.) which may occur as relativizers in adverbial function but

their occurrence is quite limited. (Huddleston et al., 2002: 1051). Also, there are certain

restrictions on the antecedent nouns allowing the above-mentioned adverbials as

relativizers. Usually, they are the most generic nouns as far as antecedents denoting

place and time are concerned (place, period, time, day, etc.). With antecedents denoting

cause or reason, reason is virtually the only possible antecedent noun. (Quirk et al.,

1985: 1255). In the end, it has to be added that these generic local and spatial

antecedents are often omitted. The relative clause then becomes a nominal relative

clause (for further explanation see chapter 5), as in: That was where Luch silently led

Marion Maclean, slowly recovering from her shock during the four-mile walk.

In the end, the relativizer whose has to be introduced. Relativizer whose is the

possessive form of the relativizer who and, therefore, functions as a possessive

determiner of the noun phrase, eg.: The book will be necessary for the people whose
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jobs and even lives depend on knowledge of Britain's weather. (Quirk et al., 1985:

1249).

4.3 Nonrestrictive relative clauses

The second type of relative clauses distinguished according to the type of modification

they perform are nonrestrictive relative clauses. These clauses add extra information

about the antecedent but this information is not needed to delimit the set denoted by the

antecedent. (Huddleston et al., 2002: 1035). In conversation, there is a tone unit

boundary accompanied by a pause before the nonrestrictive relative clause. In writing,

nonrestrictive relative clause is usually separated by commas. (Quirk et al., 1985: 1258).

In the following example: I would like to draw readers' attention to the term pastel

painting, which is a classic misnomer, the term is already denoted in the superordinate

clause, the relative clause is not needed in order to define it. In this case, the relative

clause only expresses author’s opinion about the term.

This paper will, similarly to Dušková, further divide nonrestrictive relative clauses

according to the nature of their antecedents into nonrestrictive relative clauses after

phrasal antecedent: He got to his feet and looked first at his companions and then at

Nicholson, who nodded, and nonrestrictive relative clauses after clause antecedent

(which will be termed here ‘sentential relative clauses‘): I played Hamlet, which was a

wonderful chance. In the first example, the antecedent of the relative clause is the noun

phrase Nicholson, whereas in the second example, the subordinate clause refers to the

whole message of the superordinate clause (i.e. to the statement that I played Hamlet)

and not only to a particular noun phrase. (Dušková et al., 2003: 625, 626). As

mentioned above, this paper will employ the term ‘sentential relative clauses’ for the

latter type and will treat them within the group of nonrestrictive relative clauses as

opposed to Quirk, who regards them as a separate subtype of postmodifying finite

clauses. (Quirk et al., 1985: 1244).

After categorization of nonrestrictive relative clauses, their structure will be described in

terms of their relativizers and syntactic functions. The following facts will apply mostly

to nonrestrictive clauses after phrasal antecedents, some typical features of sentential

relative clauses will be discussed at the end of this chapter.
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Nonrestrictive relative clauses are most frequently introduced by wh-relativizers. The

choice of relativizers is usually restricted to who(m) and which. Zero relativizer cannot

occur in nonrestrictive clauses and the occurrence of relativizer that is very rare. (Quirk

et al., 1985: 1257, 1258).

Sometimes, which can be a determiner in a noun phrase. In such cases, which is usually

preceded by a preposition and the head of a noun phrase is a general (locative or

temporal) noun, e.g. It can be deduced that clubhouse alterations were made in 1914

and again in 1920, at which period the course was also altered. As with restrictive

relative clauses, relativizers when or where are often used instead of preposition +

which expression.

The functions of relativizers in nonrestrictive clauses are much more limited than in

restrictive clauses. They may occur as:

subject: The truth is that Patrick was partly terrified of Peter, who came up behind him

and thought he knew better what he should do.

object: This old dog, which John found yesterday in the street, must have suffered a lot.

subject complement: They took near-disaster as an everyday occurrence, which it

probably is.

(Quirk et al., 1985: 1257 - 1260)

As far as sentential relative clauses are concerned, they are most frequently introduced

by  relativizer which, as in: She could only be persuaded when she was in her cups,

which was a rare occurrence. Another relativizer occurring in sentential relative clauses

is the relativizer as. As opposed to clauses with relativizer which, sentential relative

clauses with as can precede the antecedent clause: As I said in Chapter 1, if this book is

directed at any particular group of teachers it is probably these, but Dušková

introduces the folowing  restriction on its use: it can be used only  when the process of

the relative clause is simultaneous or precedes the process of the superordinate clause.

Otherwise, relativizer which must be used. Compare the preceding example with the

next one, where the choice of relativizer is limited to which: Nuer society is politically

uncentralized and based on a segmentary system of interlocking patrilineal descent

groups, which will be discussed later in chapter 10. (Dušková et al., 2003: 626).
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4.4 Nonfinite relative clauses

Nonfinite relative clauses can be realized by -ing clauses, -ed clauses or to-infinitive

clauses. Relative  –ing clauses occur always with subject functions, as in: It's an

expression meaning `Shall I pour?'; she added in a rush, with a glance to the teapot ,

which could be paraphrased as:, `It's an expression which means `Shall I pour?'; she

added in a rush, with a glance to the teapot, with the relativizer which  functioning as

subject. The same rule applies to –ed clauses which can also occur only with subject

function. Therefore, nonfinite relative clause in: This was a band inspired into existence

by The Sex Pistols, could be paraphrased as: This was a band which was inspired into

existence by The Sex Pistols. Obviously, verbs in –ed clauses correspond directly to

passive in finite clauses, which is, however, not true for –ing clauses because the

occurrence of the following finite progressive form `It's an expression which is

meaning `Shall I pour?'; she added in a rush, with a glance to the teapot, would be

highly unusual to find.

As regards to-infinitive clauses, they allow correspondences with relative clauses where

the relative can serve the function of:

subject: The last type of survey to be considered has a basis in theory.

object: I'm sorry that we haven't got the sketch to show you.

adverbial: This is an optimum way to promote sustainable development.

In the case of subject function, the subject can be overt, introduced by preposition for,

e.g. The last type of survey for you to be considered has a basis in theory.

(Biber et al., 1999: 630-633)

According to  high frequency of occurrence of nonfinite forms in English, it is

necessary to stress the cases where ambiguity may arise. Relative nonfinite clauses have

to be distinguished from nonfinite clauses functioning as adjuncts. For example, in the

sentence: Liz was lying by the pool reading a novel, the -ing clause functions as a

depictive adjunct, giving descriptive information about Liz. Also, in the sentence: Based

on the latest inflation data, there’ll be another rate-rise soon, the –ed clause has no

direct referent expressed in the superordinate clause and, therefore, functions as an

speech-act related adjunct. (Huddleston et al., 2002: 1266). Finally, it has to be stressed

that some of the nonfinite verb forms have converted into prepositions, for example
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including, concerning, given, granted, etc. (for more detailes and examples of these see

ch. 8.2.).

4.5 The distinction between restrictive and nonrestrictive

clauses

Following the grammar books, it seems necessary to view both restrictive and

nonrestrictive clasues altogether and to stress the major differences. This paper will

follow Huddleston’s concept of their differentiation. He distinguishes restrictive and

nonrestrictive relative clauses on the basis of their prosodic, syntactic and semantic

features. Each of these categories will be discussed separately in this chapter.

As regards prosody and punctuation, the attention has to be paid both to written and

spoken English. In written English, nonrestrictive relative clauses are separated by

comma, dash or by parenthesis. On the other hand, restrictive relative clauses are

integrated into the structure of the superordinate clause and, therefore, they are not

separated from its antecedent by comma or other punctuation mark. Compare the

restrictive clause in: The change of heart followed an outcry by the public who lodged

objections to the scheme, with the nonrestrictive clause in: Bernier, who was in Delhi

that day, witnessed the procession. However, Huddleston emphasizes that punctuation

is not a wholly reliable guide. He states that clauses are sometimes viewed as

nonrestrictive because of their syntax and meaning in spite of the fact that they are not

punctuationally marked off, e.g. Were they all like her husband who had recently died.

In this example,  the noun husband is already denoted by the possessive pronoun her

and also semantically by the fact that a woman has usually only one husband in our

society. In spite of this, the subordinate clause, which therefore has to be unarguably

nonrestrictive, is punctuated as restrictive. In spoken English, nonrestrictive clauses

have a separate intonation contour. There is a pause separating the clause from what

precedes and follows (if it is non-final). On the other hand, restrictive clauses do not

have a separate tone unit boundary. (Huddleston et al., 2002: 1058).

Moving on to the semantic features of relative clauses, it has already been mentioned

that the content of the restrictive clause is an essential component of the superordinate

clause whereas nonrestrictive clause gives only additional information. In other words,
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restrictive clause is similar to an ascriptive modifier whereas nonrestrictive clause can

express true or false propositions. Compare:

It may be easier for someone who is a bit older.

The man in question, who is a good deal older than me, had no respect for me whatever.

Huddleston states that  nonrestrictive clause (i.e. the second example sentence here)

expresses the proposition (that the man is a good deal older than me) and depending on

the circumstances this will be true or not.  On the other hand, it makes no sense to ask

whether the restrictive clause (in the first example) is true or false. Next, he also claims

that nonrestrictive clauses may have illocutionary force: A maximum of 15 minutes on

any one drill is therefore ideal, unless, of course, it is being played for points, in which

case you should play to the end of that particular session, (the subordinate clause is

used here as a directive) or they may serve to continue the narrative (in that case they

are referred to as ‘continuative relatives’): The trials were explained in detail to all the

local, regional, and district authorities and paramount chiefs, who gave their approval.

Here, the effect is like that of and + non-relative expression: The trials were explained

in detail to all the local, regional, and district authorities and paramount chiefs and

they gave their approval. As far as their position is concerned, relative clauses usually

occur immediately after their antecedents but predominantly restrictive relative clauses

may be also postposed: Unless any cash payment is passing which is required by the

husband for the purchase of another property, a contract would appear to be

unnecessary. (Huddleston et al., 2002: 1063-1066). On the other hand, Quirk adds that

nonrestrictive nonfinite clauses can precede the superordinate clause without a change

of meaning and introduces the folowing example: Discovered almost by acccident, the

substance has revolutionized medicine. (Quirk et al., 1985: 1271).

Next, the syntactic features of restrictive and nonrestrictive clauses will be discussed.

Firstly, there is a difference in the occurrence of relativizers. While all the relativizers

listed in chapter 3 may occur in restrictive clauses freely, nonrestrictive clauses are

predominantly introduced by wh-relativizers. Occurrence of that relativizer in

nonrestrictive clauses is very rare and zero relativizer cannot occur at all. (Huddleston et

al., 2002: 1059). Secondly, restrictive and norestrictive clauses differ in the set of

antecedents which they depend on. Proper names (due to their character) are followed
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by nonrestrictive clauses but they may also allow a restrictive clause when they are

preceded by a determiner. Compare:

His son John, who inherited the house, had no interest in `the good old way' of family

worship.

The arm in question is part of the John who is said to possess it. .

In the  first example, the proper name has its primary function and thus refers to the

bearer of the name John, whereas in the second example, it serves its secondary purpose

with the meaning a person called John. Nonassertive heads and nonspecific determiners

like all, any, every have predominantly restrictive modification, eg.: He also points out

that he told everyone who needed to know what had been decided. Huddleston also adds

that even though restrictive relative clauses have mostly nominal antecedents, they may

also modify superlative adjective phrase: The next one is the theorist and the highest

that we've got here are John and Andy and thirteen, superlative adverbial phrase:

What's the fastest that humans can travel?, and adverbs where and when : And then we

went round, you know where that they had a training place at Washington? Finally, the

relativizer why occurs only with restrictive clauses with reason as antecedent: That was

one reason why I was so exhausted that morning. (Huddleston et al., 2002: 1060).

4.6 Relative clause vs. noun complement clause

Next two categories of subordinate clauses to be examined here are relative clauses and

noun complement clauses. Since they share the same relativizers, they can appear to be

identical. However, they have a very different structure. Quirk introduces three major

differences. The first difference concerns syntactic features: in a noun complement

clause (for Quirk ‘appositive clause’, for explanation see ch. 3.2.1) subordinator (e.g.

that) is not an element in the clause structure but a conjunction as in the following

sentence (already introduced in ch. 3.2.1) : When someone starts work here, we give

them a very clear picture that they're coming to work in someone's home. However, in a

relative clauses, relativizer that functions as a syntactic element within the clause, as in:

Try to draw a picture that you will associate with your goal. In this case that functions

as object to the verb associate. No such function can be ascribed to the subordinator

that in the preceding example. The second difference concerns the frequency of

occurrence of relativizers or subordinators in the discussed clauses: both restrictive and
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nonrestrictive noun complement clause employ quite frequently  subordinator that

whereas the use of relativizer that in nonrestrictive relative clauses is strictly limited.

Compare these two sentences, which share the same head noun claim, the first being

followed by nonrestrictive noun complement clause (occurring with subordinator that):

The Judge said there was no evidence other than Mrs Jones word to back up her central

claim, that she woke up to find her husband crouched at the end of her bed with a make

shift gas chamber, and the second by relative clause (occurring with relativizer which):

The second claim, which is at least equally important, is negative. Finally, the set of

head nouns of noun complement clauses is more limited than that of relative clauses.

Usually, the head nouns of noun complement clauses must be general abstract nouns.

(Quirk et al., 1985: 1260). This last fact is also supported by Biber, who introduces a set

of head nouns which take typically noun complement clauses, eg. possibility, doubt,

belief, assumption, etc.and adds that these head nouns almost never occur with relative

clauses. On the other hand, he claims that head nouns which are not so common with

noun complement clauses (e.g. conclusion, result), can be also antecedents for relative

clauses. Compare noun complement clause: Annie digested this piece of information

and came to the conclusion that her husband was right, with relative clause: It points

all the same to a conclusion that is plain enough. (Biber et al., 1999: 650). Biber and

also other grammar books pay special attention to the head noun fact, which frequently

occurs in the following three structural patterns: with noun complement clause: The fact

that I was anorexic, rather than odd-looking, was never openly discussed, in extraposed

constructions with noun complement clause: It is a fact that when people grow old they

often turn to the church of the teachings of their early lives as a source of comfort, and

with relative clause: It is this fact that leaked and causes your presence here today.

(Biber et al., 1999: 651). At the end of this chapter, the examples of the structural types

of noun complement clauses and relative clauses with their antecedents or controlling

words given in bold will be put into contrast. Compare:

finite clauses with subordinator/relativizer that:

The report ended with the information that the judge had told the jury about the

danger. (noun complement clause)

The last-named survey listed the kind of information that was contained in selection

policies. (relative clause);
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finite clauses with wh-subordinator/relativizer:

Assessment of the accuracy of that relationship under the STV immediately raises the

question which votes are to be counted. (noun complement clause)

This is a question which animals never need to ask. (relative clause);

nonfinite to-clauses:

Plans to incorporate the cottages into The Globe were made by the brewery in 1983.

(noun complement clause)

We have no certain plans to sell but we are certainly open to offers. (relative clause);

nonfinite -ing clauses:

It launched a debate in the main  priority area: completing the internal market. (noun

complement clause)

Another trait stemming from religious inspiration was the passive humility of the

peasants. (relative clause).

(Biber et al., 1999: 645).

5. Nominal relative clauses

5.1 Definition of nominal relative clauses

The separate chapter of this paper is devoted to the transitional category of subordinate

clauses which is represented by nominal relative clauses. Various grammarians classify

them differently and,  therefore, this paper will regard them as separate category on the

same level of hierarchy with content clauses and relative clauses. Apart from the

definition and description of nominal relative clauses, this chapter will also deal with

various approaches to their classification.

From the structural point of  view,  nominal relative clause is defined as  a noun phrase

modified by an adnominal relative clause, except  that wh-element is merged with its

antecedent. (Quirk et al., 1985: 1056). See the following example: I want to see

whoever deals with complaints. This sentence could be paraphrased as: I want to see the

person who deals with complaints, in which case it would be a relative clause

(adnominal) with the antecedent noun phrase the person. However, in the nominal

relative clause in the first example, the antecedent the peson and the relativizer who are

combined in the complex wh-word whoever. Dušková also considers semantic features
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of these clauses and she claims that nominal relative clauses represent the only type of

nominal clauses which can determine a real person or object while other nominal

clauses express actions, states, events, etc. (Dušková et al., 2003: 613). This fact also

applies to the first example, where the relativizer whoever stands in for a person.

Nominal relative clauses are introduced by wh-words. There are two subtypes of wh-

words, which can introduce nominal relative clause: simple series: who, what, when,

where, how, which, while, and –ever series (or complex series): whoever, whatever,

whichever, whenever, wherever, however.

According to Quirk, the wh-item may belong to various word classses. It can be a

pronoun, as in: She gave him what she had brought, a dish of beans and potatoes, or a

determiner: He gathered what money he had, or an adverb: My first acquaintance with

her was when I heard her sing. (Quirk et al., 1985: 1056). Dušková pays special

attention to nominal relative clauses introduced by adverb where giving the following

example: I found my notebook where I had left it, and claiming that they represent a

transitional type between nominal relative clauses and adverbial clauses of place.

According to her, they can be understood as a modifier  to an omitted (general)

denotation of place. (Dušková et al., 2003: 627). Therefore, she claims they could be

subsumed under the same type of the relative clause, within which they are

distinguished according to their respective nominal or adverbial nature. (235).

Since the wh-elements within the nominal relative clause are merged antecedents and

relativizers, they can serve various syntactic functions within the subordinate clause due

to their relativizing character. Quirk states they can occur as:

subject: Whoever attempts to hide behind a disclaimer must prove it is fair and

reasonable to do so.

direct object: You can check what you bought.

subject complement: You went off and did whatever it was.

object complement: Anklebiters, that‘s what he calls kids...

adverbial: A neat, dust-free rectangle in the centre showed where they had obviously

lain.

 prepositional complement: He reserved a special kind of behaviour or language for

whomever he was with.

Quirk et al., 1985: 1057).



36

Due to the fact that wh-item includes the notional antecedent in itself , the whole

nominal clause functions also as a syntactic element within the superordinate clause.

The syntactic function in which they occur may be:

subject: What he prefers of course is a figural economy of desire.

direct object: I'd meet whoever he asked me to.

indirect object: My brother gave whoever needed it a large sum of money.

subject complement: London is where he will remain for the foreseeable future.

object complement: I will call you whatever I wish.

noun complement: I’ll pay you the whole debt: what I originally borrowed and what I

owe you in interest. (Quirk’s example sentence)

prepositional complement: They were the most appalling snobs, trampling on whichever

subsection of the bourgeoisie or proletariat lay immediately below them.

As far as nonfinite forms are concerned, nominal relative clauses may be realized by to-

infinitive clause, but Quirk claims that in that case they are restricted to the functions of:

subject complement: This is where to be when the Bomb drops.

prepositional complement: I've read so much about how to do it I'm sure I could

manage it. (1058).

Now that the basic definition of nominal relative clauses was given, it is necessary to

examine the differences in their classification by various grammarians. It has to be

stressed again that due to the fact that nominal relative clauses represent  transitional

category between content and relative clauses and, therefore, subclassification to any of

these types has its reason, they are not subclassified neither under the content nor

relative clauses in this paper but are dealt with asseparate category. The discussion will

be started with the Quirk’s conception. Even though he mentions nominal relative

clause as one of the subtypes of relative clauses, he treats  them within a  subset of

nominal (here content) clauses. For him, the main reason for including them into

nominal clauses is that ”it is often difficult to distinguish them from the interrogative

clauses.” (Quirk et al., 1985: 1056). Another reason is that, due to his classification of

subordinate clauses based on the functional analogies, he regards both nominal and

nominal relative clauses as clauses resembling noun phrases. Therefore, he understands

them as very close classes. However, unlike Huddleston for whom nominal relative
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clauses correspond to noun phrases, Quirk prefers to treat them like clauses. He claims

that even though the status of the nominal relative clause is indeed equivocal between

noun phrase and nominal clause, its resemblance to nominal clauses proper is sufficient

to justify its treatment together with them. (Quirk et al., 1985: 1048). Huddleston, on the

other hand, employs the term “fused relative construction” for nominal relative clauses.

He states several reasons for his terminology. Firstly, he does not base his classification

of subordinate clauses on their resemblance to word classes and, therefore, he does not

introduce the term ‘nominal’ at all. Secondly, Huddleston understands this construction

as a noun phrase, and, therefore, he does not term it a ‘clause’. Next, he claims that the

term ‘fused’ is employed due to the fact that antecedent and the relativizer are emerged

and therefore it is not possible to identify separately the antecedent and the relative

clause. And, lastly, the term ‘relative’ is used because Huddleston views fused relative

construction as a distinct subtype of relative clauses. (Huddleston et al., 2002: 1036). As

regards Biber’s conception, he bases his classification of nominal relative clauses on

their subordinators. Due to the fact that nominal relative clauses are introduced by wh-

words as well as subordinate interrogative clauses, he treats them together within the set

of wh-complement clauses. (Biber et al., 1999: 683). And, finally, Dušková’s

categorization is based on the Czech grammar conception of subordinate clauses. As

opposed to Quirk, Czech grammar makes a basic distinction between content clauses

and nominal relative clauses. This distinction reflects the fact that content clauses

represent a constituent of the superordinate clause as a whole, whereas nominal relative

clauses are integrated into the superordinate clause through an unexpressed general

antecedent, inherent in relative. (Dušková, 1999: 222). Therefore, they are treated by

Dušková as a subtype of relative clauses. Within them, nominal relative clause

functions as syntactic substantive. The second subtype functions as syntactic adjective

and is represented by adnominal relative clauses, as mentioned above. (Dušková et al.,

2003: 611).

5.2 Nominal relative clauses vs. wh-interogative clauses

As indicated above, nominal relative clauses and wh-interrogative clauses share some

typical features in that they  both can be introduced by simple wh-words. Therefore, it



38

seems necessary to point out their main differences in order to distinguish them easily.

These differences are both syntactic and semantic.

As far as their syntactic features are concerned, wh-interrogative clause as subject can

take only a singular verb whereas nominal relative clause as subject may take either a

singular or plural verb. The choice of the number is based on the meaning of the wh-

word. Compare: wh-interrogative clause: What money he will earn is unpredictable,

which would be inadmissible with the superordinate verb in plural, with nominal

relative clause: What possessions I have are yours, where the plural superordinate verb

is fully grammatical. Next, in clauses where the wh-word functions as prepositional

complement, the preposition may be fronted in wh-interrogative clauses whereas in

nominal relative clauses the wh-word must be obligatorily placed first and the

preposition must be deffered. Compare two possible realizations of the following wh-

interrogative clause: I don’t remember whom I got it from, and: I don’t remember from

whom I got it, with nominal relative clause where only one introduced realization is

correct: They bought what they asked for.

The  clauses in question also differ as regards their introductory words and the

controlling verbs. While both nominal relative and wh-interrogative clauses are

introduced by simple wh-words, complex wh-words are used only in nominal relative

clauses. Quirk also adds that who, whom, whose, which, why and how are common in

wh-interrogative clauses but their occurrence in nominal relative clauses much more is

restricted. (Quirk et al., 1985: 1059, 1060). As regards the superordinate verbs, Biber

states that  nominal relative clauses can be controlled by almost any transitive verb but

the set of verbs controlling wh-interrogative is much more limited. They are mostly

communication and mental verbs corresponding to those occurring with that-clauses

(for examples see ch. 3.2). (Biber et al., 1999: 687).

The semantic differences stem from the nature of introductory wh-words. As mentioned

above, wh-element in nominal relative clauses has a concrete referent, as in: She gave

him what she had brought. Here, the covert antecedent is expressed in the wh-element

which is postmodified by the rest of the nominal relative clause. The wh-element is

therefore an immediate constituent of the superordinate clause. The clause can be

paraphrased, for example, followingly: She gave him the food which she had brought.

However, this paraphrasing is not possible with wh-interrogative clauses where not only
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the wh-element but the clause as a whole is a constituent of the superordinate clause.

(Dušková et al., 2003: 613). Quirk concludes that, as opposed to nominal relative

clauses, wh-interrogative clause contains a gap of unknown information and the

superordinate clause expresses some concern with closing of that gap. (Quirk et al.,

1985: 1060).Compare wh-interrogative clause: I don’t know why she had lied for him,

where the question: Why had she lied to him? remains to be answered, with nominal

relative clause: `This is why they didn’t join us,  where the information (or the reason) is

supposed to be known both the hearer and the speaker.

6. Introduction to the practical part

The second part of this paper will investigate the occurrence of linguistic phenomena

discussed in the theoretical part in a larger piece of text. The subject of this investigation

is annual report of the European Union called General Report on the activities of the

European Union 2006.  The text was published in Brussels in 2007, and, therefore, was

one year old when subjected to this research. The whole report consists of 230 pages,

but only the written text spanning from page 9 (titled ‘Note to readers’) to page 221 was

examined.

The aim of this practical part is to apply the classification introduced in the theoretical

part to the subordinate clauses occurring in the above-mentioned text. The paper will

give the frequency of occurrence of the discussed subtypes of subordinate clauses, the

frequency of occurrence of syntactic functions in which they appear and the context of

these occurrences. To introduce these data, graphs and tables will be employed. The

graphs will be used mostly for comparison. The tables will be used in order to introduce

controlling words of subordinate clauses but only in cases where there are more than

twenty of these controlling words and at least one of them occurs in the report more

than once. Also, in order to avoid ambiguity, the controlling words which are

coordinated and, therefore, represent together one antecedent, will be coordinated by

symbol ‘+’ instead of coordinator and or comma. Before going on to chapter dealing

with the first results, the hypothesis will be introduced.
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6.1 Hypothesis

General Report on the activities of the European Union 2006 is an administrative

document bearing some typical features of legal style. The hypothesis is therefore based

on the findings of the authors of stylistic books which concern administrative and legal

style. The expected features of the report are the following:

1) a great number of very complex complete sentences

2) a great number of sentences in the form of statements, rare occurrence of

commands, almost no occurrence of questions

3) preference for nonfinite to finite forms

4) frequent occurrence of adverbials

5) frequent occurrence of abstract nouns

6) high tendency to nominalize

7) tendency to preserve sentence elements

8) tendency to avoid ambiguity and misinterpretation

9) tendency to retain formality

(Crystal, 1969: 201 – 205)

The text was chosen for this research of this paper due to the fact stated in 1). On the

basis of the facts stated in 2) and 3) the report will contain a greal deal of subordinate

declarative clauses most often realized by nonfinite forms. Thus, the occurrence of

subordinate interrogative clauses will be much less frequent. Due to the fact stated in 4),

the text will contain a great number of adverbial clauses which sometimes overlap with

certain types of content and relative clauses and, therefore, it will be necessary to

differentiate them clearly. According to the fact stated in 3) together with fact stated in

5), it can be expected that the report will contain a great number of noun complement

to-clauses. Due to the fact stated in 6), it can be assumed that there will be frequent

occurrence of noun phrases. Most likely, they will be often postmodified by relative

clauses. In order to preserve the sentence elements, as stated in 7), and to retain

formality, as stated in 9), there will be rare occurrence of omission of subordinators or

relativizers and, therefore, rare occurrence of juxtaposed clauses. For the same reason,

the report will not contain a great number of verbless clauses.
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6.2 Content, relative and nominal relative clauses

The aim of this chapter is to give information about the frequency of occurrence of the

examined subordinate clauses from the most general point of view. The more detailed

discussion devoted to various subtypes and transitional categories of the clauses will

follow in subsequent chapters.

The whole text contains 1243 content clauses, 1472 relative clauses and 8 nominal

relative clauses, it is altogether  2723 subordinate clauses (excluding adverbial clauses

which are not subjected to this research). Relative clauses occur most frequently due to

the high tendency to nominalization typical for legal style. Graph 1. shows the

frequency of occurrence of various types of subordinate clauses:

Graph 1. Frequency of occurrence of various types of 

subordinate clauses

1243
1472

8
0

500

1000

1500

2000

content relative nominal relative

As regards finite and nonfinite forms, the majority of subordinate clauses is realized by

nonfinite forms, which occur in 2107 cases. Finite forms can be found in 616 cases.

Graph 2. shows frequency of occurrence of finite and non-finite forms:

Graph 2. Frequency of occurrence of finite and nonfinite 

forms in subordinate clauses
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Nonfinite forms in legal style are often used because they help to create self-contained

sentences which convey all the sense that has to be conveyed at any particular point

(Crystal, 1969: 201), and, therefore, help to avoid ambiguity or misinterpretation

extremely undesirable in these types of texts.

As regards the forms of nonfinites and their distribution among content and relative

clauses (all nominal relative clauses are realized by finite forms), -ing clauses appear in

474 cases in content clauses and in 437 cases in relative clauses, which shows that –ing

clause is not preferred in either type of these subordinate clauses. However, to-infinitive

clause are much more frequently used to realize content clauses - they appear in 567

cases – than to realize relative clauses, in which they are employed in only 47 cases.

The frequency of occurrence of –ing clauses and to-infinitive clauses is shown in

Graph 3:

Graph 3. Distribution of -ing clauses and to-clauses among 

content and relative clauses
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However, it needs to be added that –ed clauses (which do not form content clauses)

occur in most relative clauses, concretely in 582 cases. As regards verbless clauses,

there is not a single occurrence of these.

7. Content clauses

As said above, content clauses are realized by both finite and nonfinite forms. Again, in

the report, there is a strong preference for nonfinite forms which are employed in 1041

cases, while finite forms occur in 202 cases. No verbless content clauses are found,

since they are preferably connected with the language of conversation.

As regards further subtypes of finite content clauses, there is a strong preference for

declarative to interrogative clauses, which is in accordance with the hypothesis.

Subordinate declarative that-clauses were found  in 179 cases while subordinate
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interrogative clauses realized by finite forms in only 20 cases. This statistics reflects the

above-mentioned tendency typical for administrative and legal texts not to employ

questions. The subordinate exclamative clauses do not appear in the text at all due to the

fact that they are most frequently connected with the language of conversation which

was mentioned in ch. 3.4. Therefore, they will not be taken into consideration in the

following text.

Concerning nonfinite forms, there is a slightly stronger preference for the usage of to-

infinitive clauses occurring in 567 cases to the usage of –ing clauses occurring in 474

cases. Most frequently used to realize subordinate declarative clauses, there are only 3

cases of nonfinite to-infinitive forms which realize interrogatives. As regards bare

infinitive clauses, this paper treats them within to-infinitive clauses as their distinct

subtype. All the subtypes of content clauses occurring in the text are discussed in

greater detail in the following chapters.

7.1 Subordinate declarative clauses

The subordinate declarative clauses found in the report are most often controlled by

verbs, as in: At its spring session the European Council noted that 12 Member States

were in excessive deficit…(36). Here, the controlling verb is note and that-clause

functions as direct object. There are altogether 156 that-clauses controlled by verbs

functioning as subject or direct object. While that-clauses functioning as direct objects

occur in 152 cases, their occurrence as subjects is much more limited – there are only 4

subject that-clauses to be found. There is not a single occurrence of that-clause with the

function of subject complement. The distribution of these syntactic functions will be

discussed later in this chapter. That-clauses occurring in the report are also controlled

by nouns, as in the following example with the controlling noun view: However, at its

February session (2) the European Economic and Social Committee had taken the view

that, since reform of the pact was still not complete, guidelines were needed on

strengthening European economic governance (36), but their occurrence as noun

complement clauses is much more limited – it can be found in 22 cases. Finally, there is

only 1 occurrence of that-clause controlled by an adjective. Graph 4. shows the

distribution of the syntactic functions of subordinate that- clauses:
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Graph 4. Distribution of syntactic functions of that-clauses
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The following part will deal with that-clauses controlled by verbs. These clauses appear

most frequently in post-predicate positions and function as direct objects. There are two

structural patterns to be found:

Pattern 1: verb + that-clause (e.g. It said that the review of the protocol should form an

integral part of the overall compromise on a Statute for the Members…(195)),

Pattern 2: verb + noun phrase + that-clause (e.g. …the Council and the Commission

jointly inform the United States that the agreement was being terminated (162)).

Biber in his list introduces also the following pattern: verb + to noun phrase + that-

clause (Biber et al., 1999: 661) but this structure does not occur in the report at all.

That-clauses occurring in pattern 1, which appear in 150 cases are much more frequent

than that-clauses in pattern 2 which can be found only twice. The only verb that

controls that-clauses in pattern 2 is the speech act verb inform. The controlling verbs in

pattern 1 are more various and they are given in Table 1.:

Table 1. Controlling verbs of object that-clauses occurring in patern 1

23 ensure

17 recommend

13 note, propose

11 consider

10 find

7 stress

6 feel

5 conclude, point out
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4 believe, indicate

3 mean, say, underline

2 ask, confirm, convince, recall, show, suggest

1 anounce, clarify, demonstrate, emphasise, hold, hope, reflect, regret, signal, state,

warn

As regards semantic domains of these verbs, they correspond to those described in the

theoretical part of this paper in ch. 3.2. They include mental verbs (the verbs are ordered

according to their frequency of occurrence): consider, find, feel, mean, conclude,

believe, recall, hold, hope, reflect, regret. The most common use of that- clauses

controlled by mental verbs occurring in the document is to report people’s mental states

and processes as in the following example: The spring European Council (23 and 24

March) considered that the Union should give top priority to increasing employment

rates in Europe, once again laying particular emphasis on increasing the labour market

participation of women, young people,older workers, persons with disabilities, legal

migrants and minorities. (92). Next semantic domain is represented by speech act verbs:

propose, stress, point out, say, ask, annonce, emphasize, clarify, state. That-clauses

following after these verbs are used to report what somebody said, as in: The Court said

that the Member States retained the power to organise their social security systems, but

that when exercising that power they had to comply with Community law. (208). The

last semantic domain is represented by other communication verbs: ensure, recommend,

note, indicate, show, underline, confirm, convince, suggest, demonstrate, signal, warn.

The first three most frequent verbs belong to this last group of verbs, which are used in

order to report information in ways that do not necessarily involve speech and which

can often indicate degree of certainty associated with reported information, see: …the

Council indicated that it would be forced to return to the UN Security Council to make

the decisions of the IAEA Board of Governors mandatory. (192). This is certainly

favourable when the report tends to be impersonal and diplomatic. Another

characteristic feature of these verbs is that they may be used to propose a potential

course of action. In this case, the that-clause may occur with modal should, as in: On 17

January the European Parliament recommended…that such lines should have a

common toll-free telephone number throughout the Union. (116),  or with subjunctive
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verb form, as in: The Commission… has suggested that the spring 2007 European

Council set a joint target with the Member States with a view to achieving a 25 %

reduction by 2012. (119). In the report, there are 14 occurrences of that-clauses

containing modal should, controlled by the following verbs: consider (3), feel (3), find

(2), recommend (2), believe, conclude, note, say, and 15 occurrences of that-clauses

realized by overtly distinct subjunctive (t.m. with verb be or 3rd person sg), controlled

by the following verbs: recommend (7) , propose (6), ask, suggest. These verbs,

however, take also that-clauses where it is not clear whether the subjunctive is

employed, as in: On 2 February the European Parliament recommended that the

Commission and theMember States consider violence against women an infringement of

human rights…(115), where the verb consider could be either the plain form or the plain

present tense form and the clause could therefore be subjunctive or nonsubjunctive.

(Huddleston et al., 2002: 994).

There are 4 specific occurrences of that-clauses functioning as subjects in the report. As

stated in the theoretical part in ch. 3.2.1., the preference is given to extraposed over pre-

predicate clauses due to the end-weight principle. Therefore, subject that-clause is in all

cases extraposed and anticipatory it is introduced, as in the following example: It was

also decided that the forum would be reappointed for another term (40).  In one case of

these, the that-clause occurs with the adjective clear, see: … it is already clear that

among the priorities will be the qualitative strengthening of operational and

coordination capacity of the humanitarian services of the Commission. (173).

Next syntactic function of that-clauses controlled by verbs given in the theoretical part

in ch. 3.2.1. is that of subject complement. However, in the examined report, there is not

a single occurrence of that-clause serving this function, because, here, all the content

clauses functioning as subject complements are realized only by nonfinite forms. This

fact reflects the above-mentioned tendency of administrative style stated in the

introductory chapter. Due to the absence of that-clauses functioning as subject

complements it is not possible to compare the set of nouns which would appear as

subjects in the relevant superordinate clauses with the set of nouns that take that-clauses

as noun complement clauses. Therefore, they will be discussed separately. In the report
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there were found 22 cases of noun complement that-clauses and their controlling nouns

are given in Table 2.:

Table 2. Controlling head nouns of noun complement that-clauses

6 fact

5 view

2 result

1 belief, ground, idea, principle, report, request, role, target, wish

The head noun ground occurs within the expression ‘on the ground‘ in the following

sentence: The court clarified the effect of the principle and applied it to a case of

acquittal on the ground that the prosecution was time-barred, and to a case of acquittal

for lack of evidence (209). Even though this expression belongs to complex prepositions

(Dušková et al., 2003: 276; Quirk et al., 1985: 671), this paper gives preference to the

view presented by Huddleston. According to him, the expression ‘on the ground‘

followed by subordinate that-clause can be analysed as a prepositional phrase consisting

of the preposition on and a noun phrase containing a content clause complement. This

content clause serves to define some unique event. (Huddleston et al., 2002: 623).

Therefore, in the given example, the content clause that the prosecution was time-

barred defines the noun ground and is thus included among noun complement clauses.

That-clauses controlled by adjectives are very rare in the report, there is only 1

occurrence, as mentioned above. This that-clause is controlled by certainty adjective

clear and is in post-predicate position: … but the Commission and the Council were

always clear that both the pace and conclusion of the SAA negotiations would depend

on full cooperation with the ICTY. (150). As explained in theoretical part, this structure

has to be differentiated from another structure, which was introduced at the beginning of

this chapter, where that-clause functions as an extraposed subject with the adjective

clear. On the basis of these two examples it is obvious that  the adjective clear belongs

to the limited set of adjectives that allow that-clauses both as adjective complements

and as extraposed subjects.
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Another feature discussed in the theoretical part is the omission of subordinator that.

Due to the fact that that is usually omitted in a less formal style, it is not surprising that

there is no occurrence of omission of this subordinator in the examined report.

7.2 Subordinate interrogative clauses

As mentioned above, there are only 23 cases of subordinate interrogative clauses in the

report due to its stylistic nature. From these, wh-interrogative clauses with 19

occurrences are much more common than yes-no interrogative clauses, which occur

only 4 times. The use of finites is much more frequent than the use of nonfinites – there

are 3 occurrences of infinitival interrogatives as opposed to 20 occurrences of finite

interrogative clauses.

As regards  4 occurrences of subordinate yes-no interrogative clauses, they are in all

cases introduced by subordinator whether. Here, subordinator whether is preferred to

subordinator if in order to retain formality (if is used in the more colloquial style of

conversation and fiction) and also to avoid ambiguity, since subordinator if may also

introduce adverbial clauses (see ch. 3.3.1). In all cases, yes-no interrogative clause is in

post-predicate position, functioning as direct object. In one case, two subordinate yes-no

interrogative clauses are coordinated being controlled by verb consider: It had to

consider whether the United Kingdom was entitled to grant the right to vote to nationals

of non-Member States, and whether the Netherlands was entitled to exclude its own

nationals resident in an overseas territory. (208). The other controlling verbs are

ascertain: On 26 April the Commission presented a Green Paper on the presumption of

innocence (2) to ascertain whether the concept is comparable in all the Member

States…(124), and examine: The ECB examined whether the non-euro area Member

States fulfilled the necessary conditions for adoption of the euro in two convergence

reports …(213).

The introductory words of subordinate wh-interrogative clauses found in the report are

more various. In 15 cases they are introduced by subordinator how, in 2 cases by

subordinator what and in 2 cases by subordinator what functioning as determiner, as in:

The aim of this initiative is …and to define what role the European Union might play in

encouraging their development in support of security for the general public. (126).
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Most frequently the wh-interrogative clauses function as direct objects. There are 12

occurrences of these clauses and they are most frequently controlled by the following

verbs: consider (2), ask, explain, suggest, examine, address, ascertain, define, identify,

reflect, set out. It is important to stress that all the above-mentioned verbs controlling

interrogative clauses may indicate or express a question which is one of the features

that helps to distinguish subordinate wh-interrogative clauses from nominal relative

clauses (see ch. 5.2).

Another syntactic function occupied by subordinate wh-interrogative clauses is that of

prepositional complement. In 7 cases, they complete the preposition following the noun,

as in: In seeking the advice of public opinion on how the seas and oceans should be

managed, it aims to lay the basis for a new vision of an integrated maritime policy.

(14). Here the interrogative clause (in bold) is the prepositional complement of the

preposition on, which follows after the noun opinion. The controlling nouns and

prepositions of these wh-interrogative clauses are the following: consultation on (2),

debate on, examples of, opinion on, perspectives on, proposals on.

Finally, it is necessary to comment on the use of nonfinite forms. There are 3

occurrences of subordinate wh-interrogative clauses realized by to-infinitives. In all

three cases they are introduced by subordinator how. However, in the following 2 cases

they function as prepositional complements to the above-mentioned phrase consultation

on: Its purpose is to launch a broad consultation among interested parties on how to

improve the enforcement of monetary claims in Europe. (123), and: To this end, it

launches a wide-ranging consultation on how to organise a structured and continuous

dialogue on this issue between the Commission and civil society. (128). The third to-

infinitive clause functions as an object to the controlling verb consider in: This

communication considers how to maximise the capacity of the European Agency for the

Management of Operational Cooperation at the External Borders of the Member States

of the European Union (Frontex). (129).

As mentioned above, there were no subordinate exclamative clauses found so they will

not be taken into consideration in the practical part of the paper and the following

chapters will directly deal with content clauses realized by nonfinite forms.
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7.3 Content to-infinitive clauses

A large proportion of content clauses is realized by to-infinitive clauses, in fact there are

567 occurrences of to-infinitive content clause. That is probably due to their semantic

nature described by Quirk claiming that they often indicate that the proposition they

express is viewed as a possibility or proposal rather than something already fulfilled.

Therefore, they correspod to the content of the report, which apart from other issues

records proposals for the future.

This chapter will deal with syntactic functions of to-infinitive clauses, with their

controlling words and with transitional categories.

In the report, to-infinitive clauses function as subject, subject complement, direct object,

adjective complement and noun complement. Graph 5. shows the distribution of these

syntactic functions of subordinate to-clauses:

Graph 5. Distribution of syntactic functions of content to-

clauses
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To-infinitive clause as direct object occurs in 273 cases and its occurrence in this

function is therefore the most frequent. Similarly to that-clauses, object to-infinitive

clauses appear in various patterns listed here:

Pattern 1: verb + to-clause (e.g. The process surrounding the Treaty establishing a

Constitution for Europe continued to make slow progress with further ratifications by

some Member States…(12))

Pattern 2: verb + noun phrase + to-clause (including be verb-ed + to-clause) (e.g. The

reform allows more account to be taken of economic trends…(35))

Pattern 3: verb + for noun phrase + to-clause (e.g. On 16 November the European

Parliament called for a Community Baltic Sea strategy to be drawn up for the Northern

Dimension. (157))
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Pattern 4: verb + bare infinitive clause  (e.g. By ensuring more comparable and reliable

data the new classification can help improve economic governance at both Community

and national levels. (23))

Pattern 5: verb + noun phrase + bare infinitive clause (e.g. The findings will help the

Commission define a new vision for an integrated maritime policy. (114))

Before analyzing the occurrence of controlling verbs it seems necessary to comment on

patterns 2, 4 and 5. As regards pattern 2, there are primarily included clauses occurring

in the above-presented structure: verb + noun phrase + to-clause (see the example

sentence above). However, some verbs taking this structure allow also corresponding

passive constructions in which the noun phrase becomes the subject of the main clause.

After this conversion the example sentence would look followingly: More account is

allowed  to be taken of economic trends…In the report there are 32 ocurences of these

passive constructions, e.g. …the Commission was asked to clarify the distinction

between services of general interest (SGI) and services of general economic interest

(SGEI). (80). The controlling verbs for these two structures will be dealt with together.

Another comment concerns bare infinitive clauses. This paper sees bare infinitive

clauses as subtype of to-infinitive clauses and, therefore, their two structures are listed

as patterns 4 and 5.

The frequency of occurrence of to-infinitive clauses in patterns 1 – 5 is given in

Graph 6.:

Graph 6. Frequency of occurrence of to-clauses in various 

patterns
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Table 3. gives the controlling verbs occurring in the pattern 1 with their frequency of

occurrence:
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Table 3. Controlling verbs of object to-clauses occurring in pattern 1

29 continue

18 aim

11 need, seek

9 decide

7 agree

5 fall, plan

4 help

3 intend, make, propose

2 ask, want, wish

1 begin, choose,consider, opt, pledge, purport, refuse, remain, serve, see, stand,

start, take, update

The most frequent pattern 1 controlling verb  (continue) belongs to the semantic domain

of aspectual verbs which are used in order to describe the state of completion of the

event or activity described in to-clause (Biber et al., 1999: 708), as in: The Commission

has continued to scrutinise Member States’ national legislation in accordance with

Article 28 of the EC Treaty and the principle of mutual recognition. (83); other frequent

verbs belong  among the verbs of intention (aim), desire (need) and effort (seek), which

corresponds with the characteristic feature of to-infinitive clauses to indicate a

possibility or proposal to the future. 5 to-clauses occurring in pattern 1 are extraposed,

as in: Furthermore, the impact of the digital revolution and the enlargement of the

European Union on the balance on European audiovisual markets makes it essential to

recast the priorities and structure of the future programme in overall terms. (63). The

controlling verbs of these extraposed to-clauses are: make (3), consider (1) and see. All

these extraposed to-clauses occur with the adjectives which is the reason why Biber

regards them as complements of adjectives taking extraposed to-clauses. Even though

this paper takes Dušková’s view and ranks these to-clauses among extraposed objects, it

seems necessary to introduce adjectives occurring with these to-clauses in the report.

They are: easy, essential, necessary, possible and vital. The similar types of extraposed
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object to-clauses occur in pattern 3 and extraposed to-clauses also occur as subjects,

discussed later.

Table 4. gives the controlling verbs occurring with to-clauses in the pattern 2 with their

frequency of occurrence:

Table 4. Controlling verbs of object to-clauses occurring in pattern 2

17 allow, ask

12 intend

11 call on

10 urge

9 enable

7 invite

6 encourage

5 authorise, require

4 design

3 call upon

2 expect, entitle

1 aim, assist, call, commit, consider, expect, force, help, judge, request, urge,

schedule

The most frequent pattern 2 verbs (more than 9 occurrences) belong to the groups of

verbs of modality or causation (allow), speech act verbs (ask, call on, urge) and verbs of

intention (intend). The structure of the pattern 2 in which they occur is closely

connected with their semantics because, according to Biber, the meaning of the verbs of

modality or causation normally involves two participants, with one participant

permitting, facilitating, requiring or causing the other to undertake the action expressed

in the to-clause (Biber et al., 1999: 707), as in the following example: These dialogues

have allowed the European Union to present a coherent position on sensitive issues

such as Internet governance and financing the information society in developing

countries. (62). The presence of two participants is also typical for speech act verbs,

see: In a resolution adopted on 4 April the European Parliament asked the Commission

to present a proposal for legislation on the public right of access to Parliament, Council
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and Commission documents. (22). One of the most frequent verbs intend  occurs in all

12 cases in the structure: be verb-ed + to-clause, e.g.: Inspire is intended to act as a key

geographical and environmental information and control instrument in accordance with

the sixth action programme for the environment. (105). The other verbs occurring in this

structure are: be asked (6), be designed (4), be entitled (2), be expected (2), be invited

(2), be aimed, be forced, be requested , be required, be scheduled, be urged. From the

reasons stated above, these verbs are treated within the set of pattern 2.

8 to-clauses are to be found in pattern 3. From these, 4 are controlled by the following

speech act verbs: call (3) and ask. 4 remaining to-clauses are extraposed, controlled by

verbs make (2) and consider (2) and occurring with the following adjectives: easy,

possible, preferable, vital. See the example of extraposed object to-clause occurring in

pattern 3: It takes account of market developments and considers it preferable for the

market to continue to be based on non-binding standardisation initiatives emanating

from businesses. (59).

As regards bare infinitive clause, they are in all cases controlled by the verb help. There

are 9 occurrences of to-clauses in pattern 4, e.g. The implementation of this action plan

should help strengthen relations with Lebanon by stepping up economic

integration…(153), and 6 occurrences of to–clauses in pattern 5, e.g.: In October 2005

the Commission presented its own Plan D for Democracy, Dialogue and Debate on the

future of Europe, proposing new ways of involving citizens and helping them take

ownership of Community policies…(26). However, the verb help takes freely both bare

and to-infinitive clauses (Biber et al., 1999: 735) and, therefore, it is not surprising that

in the report it occurs also with to-infinitive clauses, concretely in 4 cases.

In comparison with the occurrence of to-clauses functioning as direct objects, the

occurrence of to-clauses in the function of subject is much more limited.  There are only

8 subject to-clauses. Similarly to that-clauses, these subject to-infinitive clauses are in

all cases extraposed and introduced by anticipatory it, as in: The Court found that

it was a circumvention of the relevant rules to recruit someone as a visiting scientist

so that they could in reality act as a personal adviser… (208). The controlling verb is in

all cases the copula be. From these, 7 to-clauses occur with the following adjectives:

(im)possible (3), vital (2), essential, legitimate, see the example sentence: …it is

impossible to consider this body of legislation — built up over a period of nearly 50
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years — without addressing the issue of the eff ectiveness of European law and how it

can be modernised and simplified. (17).

As opposed to that-clauses, the function of subject complement is occupied frequently

by to-infinitive clauses, concretely in 76 cases. In 75 cases it functions as subject

complement to the copula be and in only one case to a copular verb seem. Similarly to

that-clauses in this role, subject complement to-clauses further describe the subject of

the main clauses. In the report the subject is in all instances an abstract noun. The head

nouns occurring as subjects taking these to-clauses are given in Table 5.:

Table 5. Head nouns of subject complement to-clauses

32 aim

16 objective

15 purpose

3 role

2 policy

1 goal, initiative, intention, object, principle, programme, prospect, task

Obviously, the subject complement to-infinitive clauses found in this report serve

mainly to describe some ideas or intentions connected with future – hence the most

frequent head  nouns aim, objective, e.g.: The principal aim is to get all the key players

actively involved. (24), or to describe the purpose or characteristics of something –

hence the head nouns purpose, role, policy, e.g.:  Its main purpose is to amplify and

complete the Community strategic guidelines by expanding and strengthening the urban

dimension. (90).

As indicated above, this set of nouns is similar to the set of nouns taking noun

complement clauses. For to-infinitive clauses the function of noun complement clause is

typical; in fact, most of the noun complement clauses found in the report  are realized

by to-infinitive clauses, concretely in 193 cases. The head nouns taking these clauses

are given in Table 6.:
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Table 6. Controlling nouns of noun complement to-clauses

29 need

16 efforts

11 measures

9 opportunity, programme

8 capacity, objective (s), proposal

5 action, freedom

4 right,  ground (s)

3 plan (s), strategy, time, willingness, wish

2 approach, area, concern, determination, fact, failure, initiative, invitation,

mandate, obligation, power

1 ability, activity, agenda, agreement, aim, appeal, attempt, basis, commitment,

decision, directive, flexibility, framework, challenge, inability, instrument,

jurisdiction, means, notice, object, policy, possibility, preparation, preparedness,

principles, procedure, process, progress, provisions, recommendation, refusal,

requirement, response, scheme, system, undertaking, unwillingness, view, way,

will

It is clear from Table 5. and Table 6. that from 13 different nouns that serve as subjects

for subject complement to-clauses, there are 7 of them occurring also as head nouns for

noun complement clauses. They are: aim, initiative, object, objective, policy, principle,

programme.

It needs to be stressed again that it is necessary to distinguish noun complement to-

clauses from to-clauses functioning as adverbial clauses of purpose because their

structure may often be similar. Compare noun complement to-clause with the head noun

efforts in the following example: In close cooperation with the Member States, the

Commission will be pursuing its efforts to strengthen the Union’s collective role in the

FTI. (170) with adverbial to-clause of purpose also occurring after the noun efforts: On

26 September, in its second monitoring report (3), it considered that both countries had

made considerable efforts since the May report to complete their preparations for

membership and that they were suffi ciently prepared to meet the political, economic

and acquis criteria by 1 January 2007. (146). In the first example, the to-clause gives
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the complete content of the head noun efforts, it specifies what kind of efforts the

Commission will be pursuing. In the second example, the to-clause can be paraphrased

as ‘in order to to complete their preparations...‘ and, therefore, it is regarded as purpose

adverbial. However,  the identification of to-clauses serving as adverbial clauses of

purpose is based on the meaning of the whole sentence and on the context and may be,

therefore, subjective.

The last 17 content to-infinitive clauses are controlled by adjectives and, therefore,

function syntactically as adjective complements. In the report only three adjectives

control these to-clauses: able (12), easy (3) and essential (2). These adjectives belong to

3 main semantic domains: adjectives of ability (able), adjectives of ease or difficulty

(easy) and adjectives of necessity or importance (essential).

The most frequent is the adjective able which occurs in the pattern: adj + to-clause, see:

This represents real progress as, until now, the European Commission has not been

able to present daily news in all the official languages. (25). The other two adjectives

occur also in the same pattern with the exception of one case with the adjective easy,

which in the following sentence: In October 2005 the Commission presented its own

Plan D for Democracy, Dialogue and Debate on the future of Europe, proposing new

ways of involving citizens and helping them take ownership of Community policies,

policies which in the process would become easier for them to understand. (26) appears

in the pattern: adj + for noun phrase + to-clause. The prepositional phrase with

preposition for is employed here in order to express the agent of the action of the to-

clause.

7.4 Content –ing clauses

Content -ing clauses are used very frequently in the report, there are altogether 474 –ing

clauses to be found. Graph 7. shows their frequency of occurrence in different syntactic

functions:
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Graph 7. Distribution of syntactic functions of content 
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As regards -ing clauses controlled by verbs, they function in 164 cases and, therefore,

most frequently as objects. A great number of these is represented by -ing clauses

functioning as prepositional objects as in: This exchange, assistance and training

programme is aimed at protecting the euro against counterfeiting. (143), which can be

found in 80 cases. However, most object -ing clauses function as direct objects after

transitional verbs, concretely in 84 cases. Table 7. shows the controlling verbs for all

object -ing clauses (direct or prepositional) with their frequency of occurrence:

Table 7. Controlling verbs of object –ing clauses

24 aim at

20 propose

11 include

10 recommend

8 make in

6 focus on, base on

5 continue

4 concern

3 avoid, facilitate, promote, provide, see, contribute to, provide for

2 begin, combat, consider, consist in, involve in

1 advocate, call for, commemorate, conclude, cover, encourage, ensure, envisage,

explore, fight, follow in,  function in, govern,guide in, keep from, make, provide,

regard, achieve in, exclude from, function in, identify in, insist on, integrate into,

keep from, negotitate on, participate in, prevent from, protect against, provide
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for, range to, relate to, respond to, result in, rule out, support in,  task with,

underline in, work on

Concerning the semantics of the most frequent (more than 5 occurrences) verbs of these,

they belong to 3 main semantic domains. Firstly, to the domain of verbs of effort (aim),

which characterize attempts to facilitate completion of the action described in the -ing

clause, as in: On 18 January the Commission adopted a proposal for a directive on the

assessment and management of floods (6), aimed at establishing a common framework

for flood risk management at European Union level. (142) ; secondly, to the domain of

communication verbs (propose, recommend), which give indirect reports of the

statements, as in : In a report (7) it sent to the Council on 22 September, the

Commission proposed extending the aid for energy crops to all the new Member States.

(105); and lastly, to the domain of verbs of description (include, focus), which report

previous findings or simple descriptions, as in : The proposal includes harmonising the

frequency of the national reports on practical implementation of the directives, and

requiring only a single report covering all the directives. (92). The characteristics of

these semantic domains is given by Biber. (Biber et al., 1999: 744-745).

Due to the fact that -ing clauses are most  common by far in post-predicate position

(Biber et al., 1999: 739), it is not surprising that their occurrence in the function of

subject is very limited and that they do not occur as subject complements at all. As

regards subject -ing clauses, they occur in 7 cases in the report and they are in all

instances preposed, as in : Ensuring fair treatment for all these languages in a report

which is required bythe Community Treaties and records the activities of all the Union

institutions over the course of a whole year reflects a genuine commitment to

transparency vis-à-vis members of the public who wish to keep in touch with the life of

the European Union. (10).

Next, -ing clauses are in 24 cases controlled by nouns and, therefore, function as noun

complement clauses. The set of their controlling nouns with their frequency of

occurrence is given in Table 8:
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Table 8. Controlling nouns of noun complement –ing clauses

5 objective

3 area

2 measure, priority

1 activity, approach, facet, feature, initiative, issue, matter, option, point, policy,

proposal, strategy

Again, all these nouns are abstract and partly overlap with those that take noun

complement that-clauses or to-infinitive clauses. It needs to be stressed that most of

these -ing clauses are separated by their head by colon, as in the following example : It

accordingly launched a debate in six priority areas: completing the internal market;

security of supply, which it hopes will be based on solidarity between Member States; a

more sustainable, efficient and diverse energy mix; combating climate change; a

strategic energy technology plan; and a common external energy policy. (74).

Generally, when the colon is used to separate two lexical items, the second item usually

provides explanation or demonstration of what is said in the first item. (Huddleston et

al., 2002:1743). This is in accordance with the definition of noun complement clauses

given in ch. 3.2.1.

Another group of -ing clauses found in the report are -ing clauses controlled by

adjectives.  In all 9 cases, the adjectives occur with a prepositional phrase and,

therefore, the -ing clause can be seen also as a complement of the preposition that

follows the adjective. however, this paper takes the view of Huddleston who ranks these

prepositions among so-called ‘grammaticised’ prepositions. According to him,

grammaticised prepositions are specifically mentioned in the definiton of at least one

grammatical construction or the statement of some grammatical condition on the

distribution of some class of lexical items. (Huddleston et al., 2002: 647).Therefore, this

paper sees these prepositions as closely connected with the adjective they follow  and

supports the view that the -ing clause is controlled by the adjective and not by the

preposition. The controlling adjectives of these -ing clauses are: responsible for (3),

crucial to, eligible for, essential for, far from, instrumental in, prior to.

Finally, the last and the biggest group of -ing clauses found in the report are -ing clauses

functioning as prepositional complements. Since this paper doesn’t take into
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consideration adverbial clauses, -ing clauses occurring within prepositional phrase

functioning as adverbial will not be discussed here. The other prepositional phrases

which are complemented by -ing clauses found in the report serve as postmodifiers of

nouns. But, as opposed to the adjectives, the preposition here are not closely connected

with the nouns. For example, the noun view occurs both with the prepositions to and of,

the noun guidelines with prepositions for and on, the noun progress with prepositions

in, on, etc. Therefore, this paper views these -ing clauses as functioning as prepositional

complements with the prepositional phrase postmodifying the noun. There are 270

occurrences of these -ing clauses and their controlling prepositions together with the

nouns are given in Table 9.:

Table 9. Controlling nouns + prepositions of prepositional complement –ing

clauses

37 view to

6 means of, process of, strategy for, tool for, way of

5 aim of, memorandum of, objective of, paper on, procedure for

4 communication on, instrument for, proposal for

3 basis for, difficulties in, emphasis on, measures for, system for, contribution in,

framework for

2 access to, approach for, approach to, axis on, commitment to, conditions for, cost

of, factor in, guidelines for, guidelines in, idea of, options for, participation in,

programme on, requirements for, system of, cooperation in, criterium for,

importance of, mechanism for, principles for

1 area of, arrangement for, attention to, balance in, barrier to, category for, clause

on, coexistence with, communication on, component of, concept for, concern at,

consequence of, consultation on, contribution towards, cost of, charge of, deadline

for, decision on, decision on, declaration on, delay in, directive on, discussion on,

element for, field of, fight against, gratitude for, challenges of, implications of,

importance in, indicators for, infrastructure for, initiative for, initiative on,

methodology for, methods of, mission of, negotiations on, objective for, opinion on,

participation in, plan for, plan on, point for, point in, policy for, policy on, position

in, position on, possibility of, potential for, precondition for, preparations towards,
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preparedness for, principles of, priorities for, procedures for, progress in, progress

on, prohibition on, prominence on, promotion of, proposal for, provisions for,

quality of, question of, range of, regulation on, renewal of, report on, resolution

on, role in, scope for, scheme for, source for, standard of, step in, step towards,

study on, suggestion for, support for, type of, view of,  work on

8. Relative clauses

As said above, there are altogether 1472 relative clauses found in the report. Again,

their inner structure reflects the tendency to employ nonfinite forms. These nonfinite

forms occur in 1066 cases as opposed to finite forms which occur in 406 cases. As

regards their restrictive and nonrestrictive use, the restrictive relative clauses occurr in

majority of cases – namely in 1192 sentences – as opposed to nonrestrictive clauses

occurring only in 206 cases. The following chapters deal with these subtypes of relative

clauses in greater detail.

8.1 Finite relative clauses

As said above, there are 406 occurrences of finite relative clauses in the report,

consisting of  247 restrictive and 159 nonrestrictive clauses. This chapter will deal with

both restrictive and nonrestrictive finite relative clauses. It will consider the use and

preference for various relativizers, their function within the relative clause as well as

their respective antecedent head nouns and the syntactic function of these head nouns

within the superordinate clause. The last part of this chapter will be devoted to finite

nonrestrictive clauses.

The following relativizers occur in the report: which, who, whose, that, when, where and

zero relativizer. Their frequency is shown in Graph 8.:
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Graph 8. Frequency of occurrence of relativizers
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Relativizers whom and why do not occur in the report at all.

The most frequent relativizers are which and that due to the fact that they are more

flexible in their use, in terms of the syntactic function which they can perform and the

meaning that they express. (Biber et al., 1999: 611). Biber also includes who among

these flexible relativizers which is, however, not so often used in the examined report,

which tends to be impersonal.

As regards gender contrast, the relativizer who is used exclusively with personal head

nouns, e.g. The objective is to increase legal certainty, predictability and flexibility for

the growing number of international couples who divorce each year in the European

Union. (123). Here the relativizer who refers to the noun couples. All the personal head

nouns relativized by who found in the report include: individuals (2), authorities,

citizens, Commissioner Mandelson, experts, graduates, members, operators, people,

persons, producers + processors, readers, reporter. In the report, the role of relativizing

human heads is uniquely ascribed to the relativizer who with one following exception: It

urged Israel not to resort to disproportionate action, to avoid the destruction of civilian

infrastructure and to release elected members of the Palestinian government and

legislature which it had detained. (190). Here, the animate noun phrase elected

members of the Palestinian parliament is relativized by relativizer which. Concerning

the syntactic functions of relativizer who within the relative clause, it occurs only as

subject in all 14 cases, e.g.:… the Commission proposes establishing a pool of experts

from Member States’ administrations who could be deployed rapidly to help Member

States with the initial profi ling of asylum seekers. (129). Due to this tendency of a

relativizer of a personal antecedent to be in subject position, there is not a single
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occurrence of the relativizer whom, which occurs only with non-subject functions. The

possesive form whose of the relativizer who will be discussed later in this chapter.

The relativizer that relativizing personal antecedent is frequently found in conversation

(Biber et al., 1999: 613) and that is probabably the main reason why it does not occur in

this role in the report at all. The only ambiguity could arise in case of the following

sentence: In order to enhance political responsibility, it is now no longer the Secretary-

General of the Commission that replies to the Ombudsman in an inquiry, but instead the

Commissioner responsible. (202). However, the head noun Secretary-General

relativized by relativizer that preferably means the post of Secretary-General and not the

executive person and, so it is not included among animate antecedents. Therefore, all 52

head nouns relativized by relativizer that are inanimate. They are given in Table 10.:

Table 10. Head nouns for relativizer that

4 countries

2 manner, policy, principles, regime, ways

1 agreement, aid, approach, areas, arrangement, burden, events, factors,

framework, functions + services + infrastructure, funds, Secretary-General,

governance, groups, challenges, importance, indicators, items, Kosovo,

legislation, limitations, liquid, Member States, operation, passports, plan,

practices, problem, products, progress, questions, review, security, strategy,

systems, trends, type, undertakings

 Most of  the above-listed head nouns are abstract nouns, semantically typical for

administrative reports. Concerning the syntactic functions of the relativizer that, it most

often (in 47 cases) functions as subject in the relative clause (similarly to the relativizer

who), as in: It proposes: overcoming the limitations that currently restrict the

information potential of certain indicators… (109), but it also functions as object,

concretely in 5 cases, e.g.: On energy, they asked Russia immediately to apply the

principles of the Energy Charter, which they said should be included in the new

bilateral agreement that the Union and Russia were to negotiate in 2007. (203).

The most frequent from all relativizers is relativizer which, due to the facts stated above:

it refers to impersonal antecedents which are widely used in the report and it is very
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flexible as regards its syntactic functions. Biber also adds that relativizer which is more

conservative and academic as opposed to relativizer that which has more informal,

colloquial associations (Biber et al., 1999: 616), which explains why the frequency of

occurrence of which (291 cases) is more than five times higher than  the frequency of

occurrence of that (52 cases). Again, the relativizer which is most frequently used in

subject function, as in: The IHR is an instrument which aims to prevent and control the

spread of disease throughout the world, whilst avoiding unnecessary restrictions on

trade and passenger traffic. (135). Here the relativizer which refers to the antecedent

head noun instrument and occupies subject function within the relative clause (The IHR

instrument aims to prevent and control the spread of disease…). Relativizer which can

be found in this subject function in 204 cases in the report. The head nouns are listed

with their frequency of occurrence in Table 11.:

Table 11. Head nouns for relativizer which functioning as subject

11 communication

7 agreement

6 programme

5 Directive, intrument, proposal, regulation, report

4 institute

3 Convention, initiative, policy, system

2 activities, aid, areas, campaign, Commission, companies, countries, European

Council,  framework, Green Paper, guidelines, measures, Member States,

objectives, principles, priorities, procedure, protocol, standards, strategy, study,

Summit, tools

1 Agency, agenda, analysis, approach, aspect, assessment, assistance, Authority,

awards, barriers, behaviours, bulletin, carriers, case, climate, communities,

competition, concensus, concept, conference, contribution, cooperation, costs,

Council, criteria, Cyprus and Malta, decision, desire, discussions, document,

dossiers, duty, dynamic, equipment and practices, European alliance, European

Competition Network, European digital library, European Institute of

Technology, evaluation, event, facilitation, facility, field, funds, Gateway,

challenges, information, information + training, issues ,items, lighters, mandate,
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manner, measures +  procedures, meetings, mechanism, memorandum,

modulation, monitoring, negotiations, note, partnership, periods,

Pharmaceutical Forum, pirating +  counterfeiting, plan, position, potential,

principles + proposals, process, projects, protection, provisions,

recommendation, resolution, revenues, roadmap, section, security, services, site,

situations, States, status, texts, those, Treaty, tsunami, Union, version, vision,

way, website

The second most frequent syntactic function occupied by relativizer which is the

function of adverbial. It occurs in 36 cases in the report. In all the cases the relativizer is

preceded by preposition, together with which it functions as adverbial. See the example

sentence: They identified key areas in which Community action is required to create

more favourable conditions for innovation in Europe. (32). Here, relativizer which

referring to the head noun areas is preceded by preposition in and within the relative

clause functions as adverbial of place (The action is required in ’certain‘ areas). The

chart of head nous for relativizer which in adverbial function is given in Table 12.:

Table 12. Head nouns for relativizer which functioning as adverbial

9 communication

3 areas, report

2 case(s),initiatives, manner, ways

1 age, conditions, conference, country, frameworks, Green Paper , means, opinion,

preparations, reactor, resolution, State, strategy

Next, in 30 cases the relativizer which functions primarily as a prepositional

complement. The term ‘primarily’is used  in order to stress that the prepositional phrase

in question does not have another syntactic function on the clause level, as is the case of

adverbial discussed in the paragraph above. In the example sentence: In its six-monthly

review of developments in the ESDP, the Council noted with satisfaction that Member

States had fulfilled the required commitments concerning battlegroups, for which the

European Union will reach full operational capability by 1 January 2007. (189),
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relativizer which functions as prepositional complement to the preposition for and refers

to the head noun battlegroups. All the head nouns for relativizer which functioning as

prepositional complement are listed in Table 13.:

Table 13. Head nouns for relativizer which functioning as prepositional

complement

2 proposal (s), EUR , State

1 acts, agreement,amendments, battlegroups, changes, Convention, conventions,

countries, crimes, decision, developments, directive, General report, changes,

instrument, migration + immigration + controls + solidarity, monitoring +

arrangements + coordination, partners, programme, project, report, Regulation,

regime, targets

It is necessary to comment on the use of phrase of which, which is used as alternative to

possessive form of who: whose. In the report, from all 30 cases where which functions

as prepositional complement, there are 10 occurrences of the prepositional phrase of

which with the following head nouns: State (2), amendments, decision, developments,

directive, programme, proposal, Regulation, State. They are all inanimate. While the

head nouns for relativizer whose are also inanimate, the relativizer whose serves here its

secondary function, which means it refers either to entities : countries (2), Centre ,

Committee, factories, or to abstract nouns: appeal, programme, standards. (Biber et al.,

1999: 617). In total, there are 8 occurrences of relative clause with relativizer whose as

opposed to 10 occurrences of relative clause with the prepositional phrase of which.

The relativizer which functions least frequently as object. It can be found in this

function in 21 cases. In 15 cases it functions as a direct object, as in: … the Commission

is trying to encourage the Member States to adopt the same approach for the

Community funds which they administer jointly… (22), in 5 cases as a prepositional

object: In 2005 a joint Council and Commission action plan set the specific priorities on

which eff orts under the Hague programme were to focus in the years ahead. (121), and

in 1 case also as an indirect object: The Council updated the list of persons, groups and

entities to which the European Union applies antiterrorism and asset-freezing measures

(2). (126). The head nouns for relativizer which functioning as objects are the following:
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agreement, code, communication, competences, Convention,emergencies, exemptions,

extent, funds, influence, members, obstacles, plan, position, priorities, programme,

proposal, proposal, risks, role, White Paper.

On the other hand, the function of object is frequently occupied by zero relativizer .

From its 16 occurrences in the report, zero relativizer functions in 15 cases as object. In

14 cases it functions as direct object, as in: The Council particularly stressed the

importance it attaches to proper monitoring and evaluation arrangements and local

coordination, all of which allow the effectiveness of European Union assistance to be

measured and enhanced. (177), where the  head noun is importance  and the

unexpressed and, therefore, zero relativizer functions as direct object to the  verb attach

(It attaches importance to proper monitoring and evaluation arrangements and local

coordination…), and in 1 case as prepositional object in: It still covers all Commission

activities, but priority is given to the topics visitors are looking for. (25), where zero

relativizer refers to the head noun topics and functions as prepositional object to the

prepositional verb look for. The head nouns for zero relativizer functioning as object

are: conference, contributions, EUR 11 million, importance, information, measures,

modulation, objections, opinions, priorities, report, series, support, time, topics. In the

last case, zero relativizer occupies the adverbial function in the following sentence: …

this was the first time that article had been invoked and applied. (208). The head noun

is time and the relativizer functions as adverbial of time. That is not a relativizer here

but a demonstrative pronoun. (That article had been invoked and applied for the first

time).

The last relativizers which occur in the report are where and when. Since they are

exclusively functioning as adverbials in the relative clause, they will be treated later

when the adverbial functions of relativizers will be discussed.

Now that the found relativizers and their functions with corresponding head nouns were

described, this paper will further examine the grammatical role of each syntactic

function occupied by relativizers separately. The frequency of occurrence of relativizers

with various syntactic functions is shown in Graph 9.:
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Graph 9. Frequency of occurrence of various syntactic 

functions realized by relativizers in relative clauses
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It is obvious from Graph 9. that relativizers more frequently occur in subject than in

non-subject functions. Concerning the function of subject there are three relativizers to

be found in the report which are used with them. They are: which with 204 occurrences,

that with 47 occurrences and who with 14 occurrences. The corresponding head nouns

are given above.

As regards the object function in the relative clause, it is realized by the following

relativizers: which (21), zero relativizer (15), that (5).

Next syntactic function to be given attention to is the function of adverbial. In the

report, it is realized by preposition + which (see example sentences on p.66), where (e.g.

It plans to consider what measures should be taken to reach reciprocity with other non-

member countries where progress has so far proved insufficient (131)), when (e.g. The

‘Global monitoring for space and security’ programme is, alongside Galileo, an

important pillar in this landscape and has European and global ambitions at a time

when climate change concerns are a priority. (56)), and by zero relativizer (see example

sentence on p.68)

The frequency of occurrence of these relativizers functioning as adverbials is shown in

Graph 10.:
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Graph 10. Frequency of occurrence of relativizers functioning 

as adverbials in relative clauses 
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The most frequent is the use of the phrase in which, which is according to Biber’s

research commonly used in academic prose (Biber et al., 1999: 624), which, regarding

the degree of formality, corresponds to the stylistic nature of the report. The other

frequent relativizers are where and when, which typically occur in the function of

adverbial. Concerning head nouns for these relativizers, there occur only two head

nouns belonging to major adverbial categories: time (3 occurrences) and manner (1

occurrence). All relativizers with corresponding head nouns and their number of

occurrence  are given in Table 14.:
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Table 14. Head nouns for various relativizers functioning as adverbials

Another syntactic feature of finite relative clauses to be examined here is the syntactic

function of antecedent head nouns within the superordinate clause. The most important

distinction is between subject head nouns and non-subject head nouns: There are 42

occurrences of head nouns functioning as subjects as opposed to 364 occurrences of

head nouns occurring in non-subject functions (t.m. functioning as subject complement,

object, prepositional complement and adverbial) . This is not surprising because Biber

points out that in order not to disrupt the superordinate clause, there is a general

tendency of relative clause not to modify subject head nouns. While in the following

example (where the head noun evaluation functions as subject): The evaluation, which

acknowledges the prominent role of the Humanitarian Aid DG (ECHO) in the

international humanitarian and donor community, focuses on the structure of the DG,

its method of operation and its international presence. (173) the readers must process

the relative clause before reaching the main verb in superordinate clause, the following

example (where the head noun e-bulletin functions as direct object): In the interests of

areas 7

countries 3

cases, State 2

where

dialogue, field, forum, point, situations 1

time 2when

April, March, October, 2005 1

communication 9

areas, report 3

case(s), initiatives, manner, ways 2

in which

conditions, country, Green Paper, opinion,

reactor, resolution, State, strategy

1

at which age, conference 2

by which means 1

through which preparations 1

under which frameworks 1

zero time 1
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greater transparency, at the beginning of the year the Commission launched the ‘State

aid weekly e-news’ e-bulletin (1), which details its activities relating to State aid. (43),

is preferred because end-weight principle is kept and the flow of the superordinate

clause is not interrupted. (Biber et al., 1999: 623).

As said above, the last part of this chapter will be devoted to finite nonrestrictive

clauses. This paper, similarly to Biber, takes punctuation as the main basis for

distinguishing restrictive and nonrestrictive clauses. (Biber et al., 1999: 602).

Nonrestrictive clauses found in the report are separated by commas (in the majority of

cases), dashes and parenthesis.

From all finite relative clauses there are 159 nonrestrictive clauses. All these

nonrestrictive clauses are used to postmodify a phrasal antecedent, there is not a single

occurrence of sentential relative clause. The relativizers that introduce nonrestrictive

clauses in the report are: which (150), when (3), who (2), where (2) and whose (2).

Graph 11. shows the frequency of occurrence of restrictive vs. nonrestrictive clauses

with the above-mentioned relativizers:
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Surprisingly, more relative clauses introduced by relativizer which are nonrestrictive

than restrictive. That is due to the the fact that these clauses in the report often occur

with antecedents containing proper names or numbers (e.g. Green Paper entitled ‘A

European strategy for sustainable, competitive and secure energy’ , Directive

2006/23/EC, etc.). Therefore, the antecedents are already identified and the relative

clause only adds some additional information about it, as in: As Regulation (EC) No

2667/2000, which established the Agency, expired on 31 December 2006, the

Commission, on the basis of its December 2005 report on the future mandate of the
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Agency, proposed to discontinue the EAR… (149). Another reason for high occurrence

of nonrestrictive clauses is the nature of the text which contains long complex sentences

and, therefore, punctuation is used in order to facilitate the comprehension.

8.2 Nonfinite relative clauses

There are altogether 1066 nonfinite relative clauses in the report. They are realized by

-ing clauses, -ed clauses and to-infinitive clauses, both restrictively and nonrestrictively.

The majority of nonfinite relative clauses is realized by -ed clauses, which are employed

in 582 cases. Ing-clauses occurring in 437 cases are also quite frequent as opposed to to-

infinitive clauses which occur in the report only in 47 cases. Similarly to the previous

chapter dealing with finite relative clauses, this chapter will at first deal with both

restrictive and nonrestrictive nonfinite clauses altogether and will devote only its last

part to nonrestrictive clauses.

As regards syntactic functions of -ed clauses and -ing clauses, they always occur with

subject function, t.m. if the relativizer in a finite relative clause paraphrasing -ed or -ing

clause was present it would function as subject. Compare the examples of nonfinite

forms from the report paraphrased by full relative clause (the inserted relativizers in

subject function and finite verb forms are in bold): -ing clause: On 15 November the

European Parliament and the Council adopted a regulation on information on the

payer accompanying transfers of funds… (81) and its paraphrase: On 15 November the

European Parliament and the Council adopted a regulation on information on the

payer which is accompanying transfers of funds;

 -ed clause: …the aim of which would be to provide additional support for workers

made redundant as a result of major structural changes in world trade patterns. (93)

and its paraphrase: …the aim of which would be to provide additional support for

workers who were made redundant as a result of major structural changes in world

trade patterns.

In the report, only 3 from 440 postmodifying clauses with verb in –ing form are full

relative clauses. Thus, in the overwhelming majority of cases a participle clause is

preferred whenever –ing form occurs. The reason for the preference for using a

participle clause instead of full relative clause is stated by Biber. He claims it is due to

the fact that the majority of verbs occurring in nonfinite -ing clauses are stative verbs
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which occur in progressive forms very rarely. (Biber et al., 1999: 631- 632). This

statement corresponds with the findings of this report since the two most frequent verbs

– concerning, including – are stative. Table 15. shows the frequency of occurrence of

the verbs occurring in -ing clauses:

Table 15. Verbs occurring in relative –ing clauses

67 concerning

41 including

31 establishing

25 amending

20 relating

12 laying down

9 covering, setting

7 affecting, governing, involving, reflecting

6 following, implementing

5 codifying, containing, facing

4 arising, corresponding, identifying, introducing, resulting

3 enabling, exploring, having, incorporating, leading, pending, providing,

totalling

2 advocating, aiming, applying, banning, being made, being taken, belonging,

clarifying, defining, emanating, exempting, extending, flying, focusing, limiting,

presenting, repealing, supporting, surrounding

1 accompanying, adding, allowing, announcing, annulling, appealing, approving,

assessing, authorising, bearing, beginning, being held, calling, carrying,

combining, complementing, comprising, conferring, consisting, continuing,

correlating, crossing, dating, deferring, determining, emphasising, examining,

excluding, existing, experiencing, expiring, expressing, facilitating, featuring,

fixing, gaining, guaranteeing, imposing, improving, leaving, listing,

maintaining, making, marking, matching, moving, noting, occurring, operating,

originating, outlining, pointing, postponing, preparing, prohibiting, proposing,

pursuing, ranging, reaching, recognising, rectifying, redefining, referring,

reinforcing, reiterating, rendering, renewing, replacing, representing,
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resembling, residing, restricting, restructuring, reviewing, seeking, simplifying,

stating, stemming, stressing, summarising, taking account of, travelling,

updating, using, voting, working

It has to be stressed that some of these participles (concerning, including) also occurring

in the report may have the function of preposition and, therefore, cannot be considered

as nonfinite relative clauses. For example, in the sentence: Concerning the abuse of

dominant positions, on 29 March the Commission imposed a fine of EUR 24 million on

the Tomra group for having abused its dominant position on the market for the supply

of machines for the collection of used drink containers by means of exclusivity

agreements, quantity commitments and loyalty-inducing discounts. (44), the word

concerning has no connection to the noun phrase of the superordinate clause and,

therefore, is regarded as a preposition and is not included into the list above. On the

other hand, in the sentence: On 22 November the Commission adopted a communication

concerning a more effective use of tax incentives in favour of research and development

(5), examining the legal constraints on measures of this type and presenting general

principles to guide Member States in drawing up and implementing them. (39),

concerning is clearly a participle modifying the noun phrase communication.

As regards –ed forms, there are 625 cases of relative clauses with a passive verb and

from these, only 43 clauses are full relative clauses. Therefore, again, there is a strong

preference for  participle -ed clause whenever verb in –ed form occurs. Biber claims

that the probable reason for this tendency is economy because –ed participle clauses

convey essentially the same meaning as full relative clauses but use fewer words (632).

Table 16. shows the frequency of occurrence of the verbs in -ed clauses:

Table 16. Verbs occurring in relative –ed clauses

62 adopted

53 entitled

28 made

23 concerned

20 based

15 held
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14 aimed, set

13 launched

12 covered

11 presented

10 designed, established, provided

8 taken

7 chaired, proposed

6 approved, brought about, delivered, drawn up, offered,

organised

5 laid down, linked, produced, put out, related, used

4 attended, carried out, conducted, contained, generated, given, incurred,

introduced, involved, published, submitted

3 agreed, achieved, applied, associated, caused, defined, followed, imposed,

intended, needed, signed

2 addressed, adjusted, advocated, allocated, annexed, broken down, centred,

considered , dealt with, enjoyed, geared, identified, imported, included,

initiated, issued, learnt, lodged, opened, posed, processed, reached, reflected,

registered, required

1 accomplished, added, afforded, answered, assisted, attached, borne, built up,

called, co- financed, committed, composed, compromised, concluded,

conferred, convinced, decided, dedicated, deemed, defended, designated,

discussed, discharged, divided, earmarked, enshrined, ensued, entered,

excluded, experienced, exposed, expressed, faced, financed, forged, found,

gained, handed, highlighted, hired, hit, indicated, invited, led, listed, managed,

manufactured, notified, outlined, paid, performed, posted, prepared, promoted,

prompted, received, recommended, referred, repealed, revealed, run, set up,

shared, situated, sold, started, steered, subtitled, suffered, suggested, totalling,

undertaken

Similarly to -ing clauses the distinction has to be made between –ed forms as

prepositions, like given in the following sentence: Given the potential for the transfer of

businesses over the next decade, the Commission calls on the Member States to improve
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the economic environment of such operations and to strengthen support measures, e.g.

in terms of finance and taxation. (48), and -ed forms functioning as relative clauses like

given modifying the noun phrase mandate in the following sentence : This approach is

geographically limited to Africa as it responds to the mandate given to the Commission

by the European Council. (129) .

As regards syntactic functions of relative to-clauses, they are more flexible than -ing

clauses and -ed clauses. In the report, they in 44 cases occur with subject functions. The

majority of these (32 occurrences) have passive verbs, as in: The plan provides for a

total of 18 key actions to be carried out jointly with the Member States and built around

four objectives…(109). The head nouns taking these to-clauses with their frequency of

occurrence are given in Table 17.:

Table 17. Head nouns for relative to-clauses occurring with subject function

7 action

3 measures, programme

2 agreement, committee, decision, initiatives, support

1 activities, agencies, amount, approach, area, avenues, clause,  elections, fees,

groups, instruments, issues, list, plan, report, resources, results, strategy, targets,

wealth, years

Another syntactic function of relative to-clause is that of object. To-clause with object

function occurs only once in the report with head noun programme in the following

sentence: In November 2004, following this initial five-year programme, the European

Council adopted a new programme for the Union, the Hague programme, to run from

2005 to 2009 (121). To-clause with adverbial function occurs only twice in the report

with the general head noun way: In order to ensure that European Union funding is

used and channelled in an optimum way to promote sustainable development, Member

States and the Commission are asked to adopt a coordinated approach in enhancing

complementarities and synergies… (34).

The last part of this chapter will examine  restrictive and nonrestrictive use of nonfinite

relative clauses. Similarly to finite relative clauses, the main basis for distinguishing

them is the punctuation. According to the research, all nonfinite forms are preferably
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used restrictively: there are 945 occurrences of their restrictive use and 121 occurrences

of their nonrestrictive use. Graph 12. shows nonfinite clauses in both restrictive and

nonrestrictive use:
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Graph 12. Distribution of restrictive vs. nonrestrictive use of 
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The majority of nonrestrictive nonfinite clauses is realized by -ing clauses, which occur

in 61 cases, e.g.: On 23 January the Commission adopted a Community action plan on

the protection and welfare of animals, identifying the broad guidelines for future

initiatives over the period 2006–10 (1). (137),  and -ed clauses, which occur  in 57

cases. From these, 9 –ed clauses are preposed, as in: Based partly on the results of an

independent study carried out by external consultants and the results of informal

consultations with the interested parties, the report points out that the directive has

introduced legal certainty as regards the general admissibility of electronic signatures.

(60), and the other 48 -ed clauses occur in their typical postmodifying position, eg: The

second communication, approved on 14 March, concerns the transfer of businesses and

is entitled ‘Continuity through a new beginning’ (2.) (48). There are only 3 occurrences

of relative nonrestrictive clauses realized by to-clauses. They  in all 3 cases occur with

subject function, as in: It also contains a clause on reviewing the financial framework,

to be implemented as of 2008–09, and gives Parliament a major role in this overall

review exercise covering all aspects of European Union funding and expenditure. (22).

9.  Nominal relative clauses

There are altogether 8 nominal relative clauses in the report. From these, 3 are

introduced by relativizer where and, therefore, represent a transitional category between

relative and adverbial clauses.
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At first, attention will be given to nominal relative clauses with a typical nominal

nature. There are 5 occurrences of these in the report:

Ex. 1: But there was another dynamic which provided inspiration for what was to be

achieved in 2006 – the re-opening of the debate on Europe’s role and added value in

the 21st century. (9),

Ex.2: Soil protections is for the first time dealt with by the Commission as part of a

detailed comprehensive strategy,  describing individually the gravest threats to the

integrity of what is a vital and non-renewable asset. (99),

Ex.3: In what is in effect a snapshot of the situation in the electronic communications

sector prior to the review of the regulatory framework, it looks at the latest market

developments, mainly in the field of broadband, mobile and fixed services, as well as the

regulatory framework and consumer interests. (60),

Ex. 4: In what is an actual analysis, national coexistence measures are evaluated in

relation to the principles set out in Commission Recommendation …(99),

Ex. 5: The particular structural, social and economic situation in the fisheries sector in

the outermost regions of the Community and the difficulty of regularising what is a

large informal sector in some of those regions account for the fact that … (113),

These nominal relative clauses are syntactically very similar concerning their inner

structure. They are all introduced by introductory word what, which in all 5 cases

functions as subject of the subordinate clause, followed by copula be and subject

complement. What differs is the function of these nominal relative clauses within the

superordinate clause. In the example sentences 1 and 2, nominal relative clause

functions as prepositional complement to noun + preposition inspiration for and

integrity of. In the example sentences 3 and 4 it has a function of prepositional

complement following the preposition in within the adverbial. And in the example

sentence 5 it functions as object to the verb regularise. The main basis for

distinguishing these nominal relative clauses from wh-interrogative clauses found in the

report is their semantics. All the above-listed nominal relative clauses have a concrete

referent as opposed to the following clause which due to its semantics belongs among

wh-interrogative clauses: This in effect launched one of the largest consultation

exercises ever conducted in the European Union, asking citizens how they wish to see
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oceans and seas. (114). The other clauses classified as wh-interrogatives are listed in the

appendix 1.They all express or indicate unanswered question.

 The last part of this chapter will be devoted to 3 nominal relative clauses which are

introduced by relativizer where. They are included among nominal relative clauses

because they are regarded as modifiers to omitted general denotation of place (see ch.

5.1). Therefore, where in the following sentence: It has two strategic objectives: to

enhance respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms where they are most at

risk and provide support for victims of repression and abuse; and to strengthen the role

of civil society in promoting human rights and democratic reform and support the

development of political participation and representation. (165) can be understood as a

relativizer merged with an omitted antecedent which is a general head noun areas as in

the following paraphrase (antecedent and relativizer are in bold): It has two strategic

objectives: to enhance respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms at the areas

where they are most at risk … The other two clauses found in the report are:

Accordingly, 25 April saw the adoption of an amendment (3) to the legislation

governing the market organisation for eggs and poultrymeat, the aim being to allow the

introduction, at the request of the Member States, of exceptional market support

measures where, as a direct result of a loss in consumer confi dence caused by public

health or animal health risks, there is serious disturbance on the market. (107),

and: A Member State might incur non-contractual liability where there was a breach of

Community law attributable to a national court. (209).

10. Conclusion

This work dealt with subordinate nominal and relative clauses. In the theoretical part of

this paper the categorization of these clauses introduced by the most distinguished

grammar books was introduced and compared. This paper, following the above-

mentioned gramar books,  subclassified subordinate clauses into finite, nonfinite and

verbless. As regards other type of classification, the grammar books differ in their

conceptions. This paper described and compared these conceptions and found the

conception of Czech grammar based on the semantics of these clauses as the most

suitable. Therefore, this paper adopted the term ‘content’ clause for nominal clauses and
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apart from these content clauses distinguished as distinct subtypes of subordinate clause

relative and adverbial clauses (similarly to Czech grammarians) and also nominal

relative clauses.  Nominal relative clauses are in this paper treated on the same level of

hierarchy with content, relative and adverbial clauses due to the fact that nominal

relative clauses are in all the examined grammar books included into different groups of

subordinate clauses wihout satisfactory explanation.

The work later studied subordinate clauses in greater detail. As regards content clauses,

it examined their subordinators, their position within superordinate clause, syntactic

functions, in which they occur and context of these occurrences. The attention was

given to content clauses controlled by nouns. Even though they are also called

appositive or attributive, this paper prefers to term them ‘noun complement clauses’.

Concerning relative clauses, they were further subclassified. The paper examined their

relativizers in terms of syntactic functions in which they occur and in terms of their

antecedents. Finally, nominal relative clauses, their relativizers and syntactic functions

were introduced. The paper devoted separate chapters to the clauses which share the

similar structure and may be, therefore, easily misclassified. The paper included among

these clauses relative clauses with noun complement content clauses and  nominal

relative clauses with wh-interrogative clauses.

In the practical part the frequency of occurrence of the examined subordinate clauses

was given. It was found out that the report contained a large number of content clauses

and relative clauses but that the occurrence of nominal relative clauses was almost

insignificant. The research also proved that English administrative texts tend to prefer

nonfinite to finite verb forms. As regards content clauses, most of the finites were

realized by that-clauses and most of the nonfinites by to-infinitive clauses. The most

occupied was the syntactic function of object, only –ing clauses occurred more

frequently as prepositional complements. Also, to-infinitive clauses occurred frequently

in the function of noun complement clauses. Next, the practical part examined relative

clauses. Relative clauses were most often introduced by relativizer which. As regards all

the relativizers, they most often occurred in subject position. Restrictive clauses were

employed more frequently than nonrestrictive clauses. The overwhelming majority of
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nonrestrictive clauses was introduced by relativizer which which was employed more

frequently in nonrestrictive clauses than in restrictive ones. Finally, the paper examined

nominal relative clauses. Due to their problematic categorization it introduced all the

sentences in which they occurred and analysed them. It also introduced nominal relative

clauses introduced by relativizer where which represent transitional category with

adverbial clauses of place. Another category that may overlap with nominal relative

clauses are wh-interrogative clauses and, therefore, the list of all wh-interrogative

clauses found in the report was added in the appendix.
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RESUMÉ

Tato práce se zabývá vedlejšími nominálními a vztažnými větami, jejich definicí,

klasifikací, syntaktickými funkcemi, ve kterých se tyto věty vyskytují, a kontexty těchto

výskytů.

V teoretické části je nejprve definován termín vedlejší věta a je stanovena základní

klasifikace vedlejších vět podle slovesného tvaru, který se v těchto větách vykytuje.

Vedlejší věty jsou tak rozděleny na věty se slovesným tvarem určitým (finite),

neurčitým (nonfinite) a na věty neslovesné (verbless). Na této klasifikaci se všechny

gramatiky shodují.

Práce se dále zabývá dalším typem klasifikace, ke kterému různé gramatiky přistupují

rozdílně. Quirk zakládá tuto klasifikaci na syntaktických funkcích, které věta vedlejší

plní v rámci věty nadřazené, a na podobnosti vět vedlejších se slovními druhy.

Huddleston považuje za hlavní vodítko vnitřní stavbu těchto vět. Dušková po vzoru

české gramatiky rozděluje tyto věty podle jejich významu. Tato práce se přiklání

k pohledu Duškové a rozlišuje společně s ní následující tři typy vedlejších vět: obsahové

(termín zavedený pro věty výše uvedené jako nominální), vztažné a příslovečné. Čím se

tato práce od ostatních gramatik liší, je vyčlenění čtvrtého typu a tím je vedlejší věta

nominálně vztažná.

Následující kapitoly práce se zabývají podrobně větami obsahovými. Vedlejší věty

obsahové s určitým slovesným tvarem jsou dále rozděleny na věty oznamovací, tázací a

zvolací. Vedlejší věty obsahové s neurčitým slovesným tvarem jsou rozděleny na věty

infinitivní a na věty s ing-ovým slovesným tvarem. První podkapitola se zabývá

obsahovými větami oznamovacími, definuje je, uvádí jejich stavbu, jejich postavení v

rámci nadřazené věty a syntaktické funkce, ve kterých se vyskytují. Vše je doplněno

konkrétními příklady z British National Corpus. Zvláštní pozornost je věnována

obsahovým větám ve funkci komplementace podstatného jména, jejichž pojetí se v

různých gramatikách liší. Podle Quirka plní tyto věty funkci přístavku, Dušková je

nazývá větami přívlastkovými. Vznikají tak různé přístupy v popisu těchto vedlejších
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vět. Práce dále zdůvodňuje rozhodnutí autorky používat termín ‘komplementace

podstatného jména’  pro název syntaktické funkce těchto vět. Závěrečná část kapitoly o

obsahových větách oznamovacích se zabývá spojkou that a možnostmi jejího vypuštění.

Další kapitola se věnuje větám tázacím. Ty jsou rozděleny na závislé otázky zjišťovací,

do kterých jsou zařazeny i otázky vylučovací, a závislé otázky doplňovací. Jsou

uvedeny syntaktické funkce, ve kterých se vyskytují, a také je upozorněno na podobnost

závislých vět doplňovacích a vět nominálně vztažných. Věty zvolací jsou popsány

stručněji, jelikož jejich konverzační charakter neodpovídá náplni praktické části práce,

primárně zaměřené na psaný text.

Posléze jsou definovány obsahové věty s neurčitým tvarem slovesa. Opět jsou uvedeny

syntaktické funkce, ve kterých se mohou vyskytovat, a kontexty těchto výskytů. Práce

dále upozorňuje na přesah obsahových vět infinitivních ve funkci komplementace

podstatného jména do příslovečných vět účelových.

Další kapitoly se věnují větám vztažným. Jsou rozděleny na věty s určitým a neurčitým

tvarem slovesným a na věty restriktivní a nerestriktivní. Dále jsou uvedeny důvody,

proč vztažná věta v této práci odpovídá termínu ‘vztažná věta adjektivní’ zavedeného

Duškovou.

Práce se nejprve zabývá vztažnými větami restriktivními s určitým tvarem slovesným.

Uvádí vztažné výrazy, kterými se tyto věty uvozují a popisuje jejich možné antecedenty.

Upozorňuje také na to, že vztažné výrazy ve vztažných větách plní dvojí funkci: spojují

větu vedlejší s větou nadřazenou a plní funkci syntaktickou v rámci věty vedlejší. Tyto

syntaktické funkce, ve kterých se vztažné výrazy mohou vyskytovat, jsou posléze blíže

identifikovány. Podobně je uvedena i stavba a vztažné výrazy uvozující věty

nerestriktivní.Tyto věty jsou dále po vzoru Duškové rozděleny na věty nerestriktivní

následující po slovním antecedentu a věty nerestriktivní následující po větném

antecedentu.
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Následující sekce je věnována vztažným větám s neurčitým slovesným tvarem. Na

základě jejich parafrází se vztažnými větami s určitým slovesným tvarem jsou určeny

syntaktické funkce, se kterými se tyto věty vyskytují.

Závěrečná část kapitoly týkající se vztažných vět je věnována detailnějšímu rozboru

odlišností restriktivních a nerestriktivních vět, dále vět vztažných a vět obsahových

s funkcí komplementace podstatného jména, které mají podobnou strukturu, a u kterých

by proto mohlo snadno dojít k jejich nesprávnému zařazení.

Další kapitola se zabývá větami nominálně vztažnými. Práce popisuje a srovnává

rozdílné přístupy ke kategorizaci těchto vět. Neshoda v těchto přístupech je důvodem

pro vyčlenění nominálně vztažných vět na úroveň vět obsahových a vztažných. Práce

dále definuje tyto věty jako věty, jejichž vztažný výraz v sobě zahrnuje i antecedent.

Jsou uvedeny syntaktické funkce, které plní jednak vztažný výraz v rámci vedlejší věty

a jednak vedlejší věta v rámci věty nadřazené. Závěrečná část definuje zásadní rozdíly

mezi větami nominálně vztažnými a  závislými otázkami tázacími.

V praktické části je stanovená klasifikace aplikována na psaný text. K rozboru byl

vybrán administrativní dokument General Report on the Activities of the European

Union 2006 o rozsahu 230 stran. V úvodu praktické části je stanovena hypotéza, která

předpokládá velký výskyt podřadných souvětí a tedy i zkoumaných vedlejších vět

v tomto textu. Jsou uvedeny frekvence jednotlivých typů vedlejších vět. Hypotéza je

potvrzena, jelikož v textu se vyskytuje více než 2700 zkoumaných vedlejších vět.

Z toho témeř 1500 vět představují věty vztažné, 1200 věty obsahové, avšak vět

nominálně vztažných je pouze osm.

Praktická část se nejprve blíže orientuje na věty obsahové. Je udána jejich častost

výskytu se zjištěním, že obsahové věty s neurčitým slovesným tvarem se vyskytují

pětkrát častěji než věty s určitým tvarem slovesným. V rámci vět s určitým tvarem

slovesným jsou nejčastěji zastoupeny věty oznamovací, v rámci vět s neurčitým tvarem

slovesným se nejčastěji vyskytují věty infinitivní. Práce udává frekvence výskytu

jednotlivých typů obsahových vět v syntaktických funkcích, dále udává frekvence
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výskytu nadřazených výrazů (sloves, podstatných jmen, přídavných jmen), na kterých

jsou tyto věty závislé, a tyto nadřazené výrazy zařazuje do sémantických skupin. Dále

zkoumá postavení těchto vět v rámci věty nadřazené, případně popisuje jejich rozdílnou

vnitřní stavbu. Vše je doplněno příklady ze zkoumaného textu.

Další sekce praktické části se zabývá vedlejšími větami vztažnými. Podobně jako u vět

obsahových i zde je potvrzena tendence preferovat věty s neurčitým tvarem slovesným

před větami s určitým tvarem slovesným. Jsou také udány frekvence restriktivních a

nerestriktivních vět se zjištěním, že v daném textu se restriktivní věty vyskytují čtyřikrát

častěji než věty nerestriktivní.

Práce se dále zabývá větami s určitým slovesným tvarem. Jsou uvedeny frekvence

jednotlivých vztažných výrazů, z nichž se několikanásobně častěji vyskytuje výraz

which. Dále jsou uvedeny frekvence výskytu syntaktických funkcí, které tyto vztažné

výrazy plní v rámci vedlejší věty a jsou také uvedeny jejich antecedenty. V další části

jsou zkoumány také syntaktické funkce, ve kterých se vyskytují antecedenty v rámci

věty nadřazené. Poslední část této kapitoly je věnována větám nerestriktivním s určitým

slovesným tvarem. Je zjištěno, že vztažný výraz which uvozuje častěji právě tyto věty.

Následující podkapitola se zabývá vztažnými větami s neurčitým slovesným tvarem. Je

udána frekvence sloves, která se v tomto typu vět v textu objevují. V závěru je také

porovnán výskyt jednotlivých typů těchto vět v restriktivním a nerestriktivním užití.

Záverečná kapitola se zabývá větami nominálně relativními. Jelikož se z výše

popsaných důvodů jedná o problematickou kategorii, jsou všechny tyto věty uvedeny a

jsou určeny syntaktické funkce vztažného výrazu i celé věty. Je upozorněno na

nominálně relativní věty uvozené výrazem where, které představují hraniční kategorii

s větami příslovečnými místními. Jak již bylo řečeno, věty nominálně relativní se

snadno zaměňují a se závislými otázkami doplňovacími, a proto je seznam závislých

otázek doplňovacích nalezených ve zprávě uveden v příloze.
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Appendix 1

First, results have to be delivered for Europe by means of a programme of practical

measures matching the needs of Europe’s citizens and gaining their support for the

European cause: to this end the Commission is proposing a detailed review of the single

market to identify what still needs to be done, and an in-depth stocktaking of the

realities of European society with a view to deepening the Community’s social

dimension. (12)

In seeking the advice of public opinion on how the seas and oceans should be managed,

it aims to lay the basis for a new vision of an integrated maritime policy. (14)

Expressing reservations about a code of conduct setting out general principles, the

Committee called on the Commission to refl ect further on how genuine synergies and

interinstitutional cooperation can be facilitated at a decentralised level. (24)

Noting the real influence which the European Union had on the summit’s results, the

Commission spelt out future priorities and put forward proposals on how it can support

the follow-up to the summit. (61)

This document seeks to launch a public debate on how labour law can evolve to support

the Lisbon strategy’s objectives for creating more and better jobs. (92)

In September the European Economic and Social Committee considered how civil

society could be involved in combating organised crime and terrorism. (127)

It explains how practical cooperation between Member States can provide the basis for

achievement of the goals set at Tampere and in the Hague programme: a Union-wide

single procedure; joint collections, assessment and application of country of origin

information. (128)
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To this end, it launches a wide-ranging consultation on how to organise a structured

and continuous dialogue on this issue between the Commission and civil society. (128)

However, the communication suggests how similar measures could be extended, where

relevant, to other regions such as eastern Europe, Latin America and Asia. (129)

This communication considers how to maximise the capacity of the European Agency

for the Management of Operational Cooperation at the External Borders of the Member

States of the European Union (Frontex). (129)

At a time when the world is changing so rapidly it is impossible to consider this body of

legislation — built up over a period of nearly 50 years — without addressing the issue

of the effectiveness of European law and how it can be modernised and simplified. (17)

On 21 November the Commission presented a paper setting out what the Union could

bring to Belarus, were the country to engage in democratisation and respect for human

rights and the rule of law. (156)

It contains concrete examples of how the people of Belarus could gain from a

rapprochement between the European Union and Belarus within the framework of the

European neighbourhood policy. (156)

On 2 March the Commission adopted a communication on an EU–Caribbean

partnership for growth, stability and development (2) proposing a long-term strategy

for the Caribbean and examining how existing European Union development

cooperation policy and instruments can be used more eff ectively in order to ensure that

the Caribbean does not become a pole of insecurity but achieves its long-term

development goals in a self-sustaining manner. (176)

Based on current support in different countries and regional settings, and on the

relevant policy frameworks under which the European Community supports security

sector reform, the Commission notes the principles for the Community’s engagement in
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this reform and puts forward Community perspectives on how to strengthen overall

Union support for it based on the added value it provides. (187)
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