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I. [bookmark: _Toc20405076]The topic and objectives of the doctoral thesis

This thesis follows the Czech evangelic communities in Eastern Europe, which formed in the 19th and at the beginning of the 20th century. All were founded for the same reasons – social and economic. They only differed in the origin of the Czech founders. A group of settlements was founded by expatriates, who left Bohemia and Moravia in a quest for free land of marginal parts of the Monarchy. In some places, they founded dedicated Czech settlements, while elsewhere Czech population became a part of a multi-ethnic community. The other category involves settlements founded by the descendants of Czech exiles who had lived outside our territory for long and established new Czech settlements through secondary migration. 
	Thus, Czech evangelic communities abroad may divide into three groups. The first group are exile settlements formed after the Battle of White Mountain. Those settlements are the oldest and came into being in the territory of today’s Poland and Germany, but do not possess the Czech character anymore. For their surroundings, they only represent a religious minority. Those communities are not the primary subject of the present thesis. The second group comprises the above churches formed through populating free land in the second half of the 19th century by settlers moving from Bohemia and Moravia. The last group involves settlements that came into existence through a combination of factors present in the previous groups. So, those settlements came into existence through economic reasons, but the constituting population were the descendants of Czech exiles. The communities of the second and third type today bear the form of so-called double minorities, meaning both religious and national. At present, those communities are at the end of their existence in this form. 
	The present thesis builds on the memories of the descendants of Czech evangelicals living abroad. Using the method of oral history, the thesis worked with 23 narrators from seven foreign churches. Six churches represent the basis of the thesis and they are the second and third type of churches. They are the following: Zelów (Poland), Bohemka and Veselynivka (Ukraine), Peregu Mare (Romania), Veliko Srediště (Serbia) and Bjeliševac (Croatia). The Czech Brethren church in Berlin (former Czech Rixdorf) is added as a representative of the first category of churches at the conclusion of the thesis for the purposes of juxtaposition with the researched churches. The narrators were selected based on the following criteria: they were the descendants of Czechs in all instances, with at least one of their parents ascribing to the Czech origin, and Czech language represented the means of communication still in use with them[footnoteRef:1], and the narrators still participated in evangelical church life. [1:  This criterion could not be applied to the church in Berlin, which is entertained only for the purpose of comparison and does not represent the core of the thesis.] 

The objective of the thesis is to capture the specificities of collective memory in individual communities and compare them across all communities. The outcomes of the thesis will be evaluated by common collective memory theories, and will seek to establish, which one best matches the situation in foreign Czech evangelical churches.   
For the presented research, I defined the following research topics:
1) The primary objective is to find out how the addressed narrators described the history of their communities. We seek to capture various topics from the history of the community occurring in all narratives across the communities. It is a summary of a complete history (according to narrators) of all communities. 
2) The other goal will be to establish the types of memories that have been passed on to the narrators. All historical subjects occurring in the narratives will be identified and thematically classified. 
3) The key part of the thesis follows with the evidence by narrators, developed into the comparison of common traits of collective memory appearing among the narrators from the same communities as well as those across other communities. The aim is to capture both common and contrary traits.
4) The conclusion will seek to identify the factors helping to maintain the individual communities’ specific identity. The so-called identity-forming factors are artificially created and supported phenomena the community members use to pass their identity on to their descendants. 
[bookmark: _Hlk19951268]I assume there are motives in the memories of individual narrators, which will recur in the narratives not only within a community but will also coincide with the narratives in other communities. Those common points will form specific traits of collective memory. I also assume that factors helping to preserve the community’s specific identity and confirming a different minority identity can be identified in the community. Those factors are created and kept artificially. Contrarily to the first type of church, I assume that this community will already show both a different nature and differing motives in their memories.  
[bookmark: _Hlk19951491]The thesis is divided into six chapters. The first three chapters with a theoretical nature are introductory to the phenomenon of non-Catholicism, history of migration, oral history method and various theories covering collective memory. The fourth chapter describes the historical development in the locations that have been populated by Czech evangelical minorities. The last but one chapter entertains the narratives and groups them into individual evidence subjects. Working with the narrators from Berlin Rixdorf, the final chapter offers insight into a sort of representative of the so-called first type of evangelical churches with Czech roots abroad. That part only serves for comparison with the situation and narratives from the churches this thesis primarily entertains. The conclusion of the thesis is complemented with an imagery annex, documentation and indexes. 
The subject of the thesis was selected not only for the currency of the topics it entertains, but especially because most of the researched communities are presently at the end of their existence, losing either Czech or evangelical character. While the outlined issues can be looked at from the perspectives of various branches, the subject of the thesis could represent an interdisciplinary field of research. Besides historians, linguists, psychologists and sociologists, particularly ethnology, social and cultural anthropology and theology would be useful.


















II. [bookmark: _Toc20405077]Methods and sources of the Dissertation

The present thesis ranks among qualitative researches. The work with the narrators was based on the oral history method. In the past, the question of objectivity of the acquired data was considered, but because theses conducted in this manner are of a qualitative nature, they should be assessed for their objectivity on standalone basis. Other data was processed using data analysis. In the conclusion, the data is interpreted and compared among individual communities as well as among individual types of communities.
This thesis is primarily based on information from interviews with individual narrators. The interviews were held from 2014-2017. Initial contacts with expatriots was arranged by Mr. Petr Brodský, a former pastor of the Czech Evangelical Church active in Czech evangelical churches in Eastern Europe. The exception to that is the Brethren church in Berlin, which represents evangelical communities with exile origin in this thesis, where however narrators with actively used Czech language can no longer be identified and where contacts were established based on personal meetings.
Further, archive sources from several archives were used. Czech national archival science provides a comprehensive evidence of foreign communities only in the form of the collection of the Czechoslovak Foreign Institute, which is deposited at the National Archives of the Czech Republic in Prague. That collection offers various information on the size of the communities, schooling and presence of the leading personalities. The settlements we looked for were rather described in more brief terms. 
This thesis mostly benefited from private archives. The Central Archive of the Czechoslovak Evangelical Church, which holds archives generated from the activities of central bodies of this Church, also keeps several regional administration collections, collections of church institutions and community collections. As the headquarters of the Church sent its pastors as well as teachers into the expatriot communities, the Central Archive has materials on religious visits of expatriots describing both the appearance of the communities and material status of expatriots, but also their spiritual state and mutual relations. Surprisingly, personal collections also held information and messages from expatriot communities. It was because Mr. Josef Dobiáš, an evangelical pastor, maintained personal relations with the communities. 
Valuable archives are kept in church archives of newly formed Czech churches abroad. But not every church has preserved such important material on its history. The Zelów church has a preserved and well organised archive, and Ms. Edita Šteříková has already used that material. A church archive also exists in the Veliko Srediště church and was used by Mr. Michal Pavlásek for his works. The church in Peregu Mare also keeps own church archive, but that is mostly limited to registry material. Bjeliševac in Croatia does not have own archive collection due to its short existence. Bohemka and Veselynivka in Ukraine had to turn in all materials on their existence for discarding after the church was abolished in 1962. 
Österreichisches Staatsarchiv (Austrian National Archives) in Vienna holds materials on the state administration of the Monarchy, and so it was assumed that the subject of evangelicals who moved out into the margins of the Monarchy could be covered there. It however turned out that what we today call out-migration had a different meaning in the times of the Habsburg Monarchy. That term applied to those who were leaving the borders of the Monarchy (particularly for America), not to those who moved to other intrastate locations. The state was not losing those persons; so it was not necessary for the state to register them and it did not keep much written material on them either. 
Another foreign source used in the present thesis are the biographies of the first Czech exiles in Berlin, which are kept in the Archiv des böhmischen Dorfs (Archives of Bohemian Village) in Berlin. Biographies mostly focused on emphasising the religious aspect in life. They are typical for having captured the moments of religious awakening, spiritual passion, and desire for the freedom of conscience and the right and proper Church of Christ. The true purpose of those texts was the moral of the life of the deceased; they were especially meant to point out how important the conversion to Christ was and how the life of the deceased changed after that realisation. Here is where the oldest biographies written in Czech are used, but the archive nevertheless also holds a multitude of biographies in German from the first generation of exiles.











III. [bookmark: _Toc20405078]Results of the Research

The first research question was how individual narrators describe the history of their communities. Majority of them begin their narration from a detailed description of the travelling of their ancestors. They recount where they had gone through before they reached the existing location. Some even add details about the journey in the form of how long the travel lasted, that carriages with cows and oxen were used. One part of the group also already used a train for the travel. Interestingly, the narrators also mention the reason why their ancestors left and do not confuse it. 
Further, they continue with a narration about the beginnings of the community. Their ancestors first dwelt in dugout shelters, and initially had to build everything, but they enjoyed the privilege of tax exemption. Some add the details in the form of data on the size of the acquired land. With the same accuracy, most of the narrators add the year when their ancestors came. An important piece of information is also the place of origin of their ancestors in Czech Lands. Narrators mostly give an exact name of the community, not only the reason.    
In their narratives about the family and ancestors, they also mention their purely Czech origin. But they do not remember only their parents, but also grandparents, uncles and aunts, or possibly even a broader family. Most of narrators also remember what generation of Czech evangelicals living abroad they actually represent. Narrators like to remind the objects they have kept in the memory of their ancestors. Those are mostly religious books, but wall embroideries were mentioned too. But even in case they had nothing preserved they mentioned that fact.
Another substantial part of the narratives treats the meaning of belief and church life. They describe how they read in religious books, how they went to the church and how the Sunday school looked like. An integral part of their narrative about the church is the story about the construction of the church. The details they say about at that moment sometimes differ. Rather than the present, narrators preferred the description of the famous past of their church, about its size, how the church and the Sunday used to be full. They also frequently mention prominent personalities associated with the flowering of the church community regardless of whether the narrators saw them in their life or not. 
For preserving the language, the narrators also frequently pointed out the means that were instrumental to that aim. Those included the use of Czech in everyday life, reading of Czech books and Czech services. The narrators mostly pointed to the very important connection of language and the church.
Narrators also stated reasons why their community is already at the end of its existence. Besides mixed marriages that led to a drain of new believers in the form of their descendants and that did not support the passing of Czech, another factor was also re-emigration. After World War II and to some extent also after 1989, many expatriots used the window of opportunity to return to the Czech Republic. That naturally meant a fatal wakening of the communities abroad.  

	The next research question was what types of memories were passed on to the narrators (and which the narrators also pass on themselves). So, let us try and name them. The narrators tell about the oldest history of their family or community. Further, the narration occurs in all instances about the church community, its importance in the past and in the present. Czech language and its preservation represented an important domain of the narration. The key factor for the life of the minority community was its relation to the surrounding majority. That is closely associated with the issue of mixed marriages and ambiguity in the expatriots’ national self-identification. The final main motive passed is the description of the so-called beginning of the end, where narrators outline what and when caused the community to end or fundamentally change.
The third question was designed to find common traits of collective memory. The narration about the journey of their ancestors is portrayed by half of the narrators. Only the Croatian community does not mention this subject in any case. The general conclusion is that the younger the community the more detailed the description of their ancestors’ journey is. Although the oldest community in Zelów, Poland, mentions the journey, it is obviously a textbook interpretation of the event. 
The same number of narrators also mentioned the reasons for their ancestors to leave. At least one narrator mentioned this matter in every community. In line with the historical facts, the narrators stated the rationale for the departure was based on economic and social grounds. Communities of the third type, where religious and economic reasons intertwine, concurred on the combination of those aspects.
The memories of the beginnings of the community are told by a majority of narrators at that. The information is mostly of the same nature, outlining difficulties and misery at the outset. Narrators from communities that formed only in the second half of the 19th century or at the beginning of the 20th century also give various details such as the size of the land acquired. But the religious aspect appears in this type of narrative to a minimal extent only.
More than a half of the narrators emphasise certain details about the arrival of their ancestors. One of those is giving the specific year when their ancestors reached the new homeland. If they cannot tell the specific year, they at least try and give an estimate. This effort does not occur only in the oldest Polish community, whereas in the youngest Ukrainian communities this data is provided by most of the narrators. Another frequently mentioned detail is the statement of the location of origin of their ancestors. In case narrators do not know the specific place, they mention the region at least. Third type communities however do not identify locations in what is now the Czech Republic as the place of their ancestors’ origin, places abroad where they came from secondarily. This information is important for them to confirm their conscience of difference. 
In that context, the fact should be mentioned that one fourth of the narrators emphasises a purely Czech origin. That information appears in the narrations from Ukraine, Poland and Croatia. They do not mention it in Romania and Serbia. Almost half of the narrators also say what generation of Czechs abroad they represent. But the descendants of those secondarily moved, i.e. from the third type of communities, are not able to make that calculation.
A major part of the narratives pertains to the religious domain. The importance of belief was discussed by at least one narrator from every area, but this topic was mostly frequented in Ukraine. Likewise, at least one narrator from every community told about the local church, especially about how it was built. Further, narrators tell about the “famous” past of their church community. That is most frequented by narrators in Poland, whereas in Romania this topic was not mentioned at all. Narrators often tend to find the symbol of the narration about the “famous” past in a prominent personality associated with that epoch. Only exceptionally the narrators mentioned disputes in their communities – just in Poland and Serbia. At least one narrator also spoke about the current status of the church, where scepticism and optimism alternate. 
Another research area was the narration about the importance of a different language. Except for Romania, at least one narrator from every community described language as an integrating element. The narrators frequently explained how the language was learnt. The key potential for that was furnished by rearing at home, but the possibility to learn at school was also important. The narrators from Ukraine and Romania mostly described the relation between Czech and its teaching at school. And those two communities also mention the efforts to supress the Czech language. Besides those from Croatia, narrators also mostly seek to identify the means that helped preserve the minority language. The variety of such means is truly very broad, ranging from specific funeral ritual, through cultural and religious work to the need to communicate with those family members who re-emigrated after the war. 
The narrators also recounted the relation with their environment, and here is where the religious and national aspect can be distinguished too. The narrators describe the national aspect as mere envy. At least one narrator in every community evaluates the relations with the surroundings that way. The relation to the surroundings is also testified by the narrative about the reestablishment of the contacts with Czechoslovakia. That narrative only appears in Ukraine and in Romania. The religious aspect was also mentioned by at least one narrator in every community and they mostly stated the good relations between different religious communities. 
Telling the current status, the narrators seek to identify ways that caused the present decline and disintegration of the community. Most frequently they refer to mixed marriages. That cause was stated by at least one narrator from every community, most in Serbia and Ukraine, and least in Croatia. Re-emigration was identified as another cause of disintegration, as it resulted in a significant reduction of original communities and opened up the door to the mixed marriages. It was most frequently mentioned by narrators in Poland, where re-emigration was indeed strongest, then in Romania and Croatia. Re-emigration was nevertheless regarded a negative phenomenon also in Serbia and Ukraine, although it was not realised there. 
In order to affirm their different identity, half of the narrators remember what objects from their ancestors they have preserved. In every community, at least one narrator owns or knows where tokens of remembrance are stored, most frequently religious books. Most narrators referred to their tokens of remembrance in Serbia, and contrarily least of them in Romania.
What proved to be the most difficult for the narrators was the expression of their self-identification. Over one-fourth tried to do so. Those were most frequently narrators from Ukraine, then from Croatia, Poland and Serbia. Narrators from Romania did not event to try and answer that question.

The last question to be answered was what represented the identity forming factors in individual communities. Remembering the roots and solidification in difference from the surroundings arises from the centre of the community and its activities. Expatriots purposefully build places of memory in the communities in the form of museums, memorial plaques and memorials and Hus Stones. All those types of places of memory are represented in Poland, most of them in Bohemka in Ukraine and only one element is represented in Veselynivka and Peregu Mare. Only the Croatian and Serbian churches do not have any material place of memory. Immaterial places of memory are however represented too, in the form of celebrations of anniversaries of individual personalities and churches. Those activities are again mostly documented in the Polish church, and partly also in churches in Ukraine, Romania and Serbia. The church in Croatia builds neither immaterial places of memory though. We must not omit language as an identity-forming factor, which, coupled with a different religion, represents the primary differentiating element.



























IV. [bookmark: _Toc20405079]Overview of the Sources

[bookmark: _Toc20405080]IV.1 Archival Sources

National Archive
Národní archiv (dále NA), Československý ústav zahraniční I (dále ČÚZ I), kar. č. 65. 
NA, ČÚZ I, kar. č. 14.
NA, ČÚZ I, kar. č. 10. 
NA, ČÚZ I, kar. č. 61.
NA, ČÚZ I, kar. č. 12. 
NA, ČÚZ I, kar. č. 11.

Central Archive of  Evangelical Church of Czech Brethren
Ústřední archiv Českobratrské církve evangelické (dále ÚA ČCE), České evangelické exulantské sbory v zahraničí, kar. č. XVIII 3. 
ÚA ČCE, České evangelické sbory v zahraničí. kar. č. XVIII 7.
ÚA ČCE, Osobní fond Josefa Dobiáše, kar. č. 1.
ÚA ČCE, Osobní fond Josefa Dobiáše, kar. č. 2.

Archive of evangelical board in Humpolec
Sbor ČCE Humpolec, Protokoly za schůzí staršovstva 1908-1943, kniha L-III-B-23.

Reformed Archive for Region in front of the River Tisa in Debrecen 
Tiszántúli Református Egyházkerület Levéltára Debrecen, Németpereg (Německý=Velký Pereg) 1923-1937, I. 21. i. 71.
Tiszántúli Református Egyházkerület Levéltára Debrecen, Nagyszered (Veliko Srediště) 1875-1919, I. 29. i. 142. 

Reformed Archive for Region behind the River Dunabe in Pápa
Dunántúli Református Egyházkerület Könyvtárának Kézirattára Pápa, Sbírka rukopisu Knihovny Zadunajské reformační diecéze Pápa Dvořák–Curius József: A csehek Magyarországon, a magyarok Cseh– Morvaországban. Kölcsönös lelki hatások és szolgálatok (Češi v Uhrách, a Maďaři v Čechách a na Moravě: Vzájemné duchovní vlivy a služby.). Proseč, 1959. (kézirat) DREKK O. 127.

Archive of czech village in Berlin
Archiv des böhmischen Dorfs in Berlin, kniha LL3 - Lebensläufe der böhmischen und mährischen Auswanderer. 

Austrian national Archive 
Österreichisches Staatsarchiv (OeSta), Allgemeines Verwaltungs-, Finanz- und Hofkammerarchiv, Ministerium des Inneres, Staatsbürgeschaft, Auswanderung 1869-1899, sig. AT-OeSta/AVA Inneres MdI Präsidium, kar. A 659.
OeSta, Allgemeines Verwaltungs-, Finanz- und Hofkammerarchiv, Ministerium des Inneres, Staatsbürgeschaft, Auswanderung 1848-1868, sig. AT-OeSta/AVA Inneres MdI Präsidium, kar. A 658.
OeSta, Haus-, Hof- und Staatsarchiv, Ministerium des Äußens, Israelitischer Kulturs bis 1860, Evangelischer Kultus 1861-1880, sig. AT-OeSta/HHMStA Ministerium des Äußens AR, kar. F 28-4.
OeSta, Haus-, Hof- und Staatsarchiv, Ministerium des Äußens, Evangelischer Kultus: Gesammelte Akten (1. Teil) 1861-1880, sig. AT-OeSta/HHMStA Ministerium des Äußens AR, kar. F 28-8.
OeSta, Haus-, Hof- und Staatsarchiv, Ministerium des Äußens, Evangelischer Kultus: Gesammelte Akten (1. Teil) 1861-1880, sig. AT-OeSta/HHMStA Ministerium des Äußens AR, kar. F 28-9.
OeSta, Haus-, Hof- und Staatsarchiv, Ministerium des Äußens, Evangelischer Kultus: Gesammelte Akten (1. Teil) 1861-1880, sig. AT-OeSta/HHMStA Ministerium des Äußens AR, kar. F 28-10.
OeSta, Haus-, Hof- und Staatsarchiv, Ministerium des Äußens, Aus. U. Einwanderung 1870-1879, Auswanderung 1880-1918 I/1-15, sig. AT-OeSta/HHMStA Ministerium des Äußens, kar. 2-F-15. 
OeSta, Haus-, Hof- und Staatsarchiv, Ministerium des Äußens, Auswanderung 1880-1918 I/80-100, sig. AT-OeSta/HHMStA Ministerium des Äußens, kar. 10-F-15.
OeSta, Haus-, Hof- und Staatsarchiv, Ministerium des Äußens, Protestantische Gemeinden und Pfarren, Evang. In Tirol, Evangelische Gemeinden in Bukurest, Evangelicher Kultus in Crajova, Mazedonien, Plojest, sig. AT-OeSta/HHMStA Ministerium des Äußens AR, kar. F 28-2-1.
OeSta, Allgemeines Verwaltungs-, Finanz- und Hofkammerarchiv, Ministerium für Cultus und Unterricht, Evangelischer Oberkirchenrat 1849-1872, sig. AT-OeSta/AVA Kultus NK Akath, kar. Evangelisch 13.
OeSta, Allgemeines Verwaltungs-, Finanz- und Hofkammerarchiv, Ministerium für Cultus und Unterricht, Evangelischer Oberkirchenrat 1873-1882, sig. AT-OeSta/AVA Kultus NK Akath, kar. Evangelisch 14.
OeSta, Allgemeines Verwaltungs-, Finanz- und Hofkammerarchiv, Ministerium für Cultus und Unterricht, Evangelischer Oberkirchenrat 1883-1902, sig. AT-OeSta/AVA Kultus NK Akath, kar. Evangelisch 15.
OeSta, Allgemeines Verwaltungs-, Finanz- und Hofkammerarchiv, Ministerium für Cultus und Unterricht, Neuer Kultus Akat. Evang. Evangelischer Oberkirchenrat 1849-1872, sig. AT-OeSta/AVA Kultus NK Akath, kar. 13 B8.
OeSta, Allgemeines Verwaltungs-, Finanz- und Hofkammerarchiv, Ministerium für Cultus und Unterricht, Neuer Kultus Akat. Evang. Evangelischer Oberkirchenrat 1849-1872, sig. AT-OeSta/AVA Kultus NK Akath, kar. 14 B8.
OeSta, Allgemeines Verwaltungs-, Finanz- und Hofkammerarchiv, Ministerium für Cultus und Unterricht, Neuer Kultus Akath. Evang. Rivelizenson, Aussiedlung, Auswanderung, Unterricht, Stipendien in gen., Allgemein, sig. AT-OeSta/AVA Kultus NK Akath, kar. 66 B 19-20.
OeSta, Allgemeines Verwaltungs-, Finanz- und Hofkammerarchiv, Ministerium für Cultus und Unterricht, Neuer Kultus Akath. Evang. Pfarren, Kirchen, Bethause, Bukovins, Kroatien, Venedig, Siebenbürgen, Ungarn, Mähren in gen. A-M, sig. AT-OeSta/AVA Kultus NK Akath, kar. B 12 51.
OeSta, Allgemeines Verwaltungs-, Finanz- und Hofkammerarchiv, Ministerium für Cultus und Unterricht,Aufenthalte ausländischer Geistlicher in Österreich Reiselizenze 1849-1946, sig. AT-OeSta/AVA Kultus NK Akath, kar. Evangelisch 66.
OeSta, Allgemeines Verwaltungs-, Finanz- und Hofkammerarchiv, Finanzarchiv, VII. Abteilung Gebäudesteuer – Serbien, Siebenbürgen 1850-1867, sig. AT-OeSta/FHKA, kar. 253.
OeSta, Allgemeines Verwaltungs-, Finanz- und Hofkammerarchiv, Finanzarchiv, VII. Abteilung Einkommen-Steuer-Serbien 1857-1865, sig. AT-OeSta/FHKA, kar. 604.
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