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Slovní vyjádření k hodnocení bakalářské práce:

In this draft the previously sufficient summary of post-war British culture in pages 10-14 along with the overview of British post-war science fiction in chapter 2 has been supplemented by specific references to The Day of the Triffids. This serves three practical purposes: it places the novel in a clear historocultural context, it adds a level of depth to the analysis that follows in later chapters, and it simply makes for a more well-rounded overall academic work. Still, section 2.3 seems a bit long. The point about “opposite view” of politics and society shown by the Angry Young Men in relation to writers of cosy catastrophe fiction could have been made without a three-paragraph description and definition of the Angry Young Men. This is one example of how at a few places in the text the points made could have been more clearly connected to the BP author’s main theses. These issues take away a bit from the coherence and cohesion of the BP. 

Although a bit unorganized and sometimes off-topic, chapter three concerning the overview of period science fiction continues the trend of exemplifying the points made with specific comparisons to Triffids. The information presented in Chapter 4 on Wyndham and his legacy has also been supplemented with pertinent examples from the analysed novel, which foreshadows some of the main points made in the later analysis. Indeed, this combination of the presentation of background with bits of analysis in this chapter shows quite a sophisticated approach for the bachelor level. The reader is thus encouraged to read on for the payoffs that come in chapter 6.

Chapter 5, however, still seems a bit too long. The plot description is done concisely in one page, but the character descriptions that follow do not really contribute to the main points made in the analysis that comes later. Perhaps in a future draft of the work (to be published) the BP author will choose to skip this chapter altogether. Plot and character details can be incorporated piecemeal as needed during the course of her analysis. Having said this, this chapter has indeed been streamlined into a clearly-written two and a half pages, so this small section of the BP could possibly be suitable for younger learners who have not experienced the novel, but especially the character descriptions seem out of place in an academic paper at this level.

The BP hits its stride in the ten pages of chapter 6, which include detailed and insightful analysis of reflections of the Cold War in the novel. The Day of the Triffids is not an overtly political work, yet the BP author has found unequivocal connections to the events and figures of the novel with the attitudes and ideologies of Wyndham with regard to Cold War-era Britain, e.g. the nuclear threat, the relationships of early-50s Britain to the US and the USSR, the ideologies of communism, capitalism, liberalism, even feudalism and religious fanaticism. This is quite an ambitious undertaking, and indeed sometimes the points made do not fit precisely with the main topic of the Cold War or even the titles of the subchapters (e.g. nuclear threat). Also the text is sometimes choppy, with too many subchapters and not enough overall organization in the information presented. On the other hand, many of the BP author’s specific examples and well-placed passages from the book make clear and valid points. In 6.4 the BP author offers a profound critique of how the blind faith “in America [which] is so strong and deeply rooted in European cultures” (p. 41) is implied in Wyndham’s piece of popular fiction – this is a thoughtful insight into the novel that the BP author seems to have found herself. 

All in all, this BP is quite impressive in the presentation of historocultural context, the examination of British science fiction in the post-war era as well as the use of this background to analyse The Day of the Triffids in terms of Cold War issues and ideology. Indeed, the BP author is to be commended for at points going further in her analysis than could typically be expected at this level of study. This direction of research and presentation of results – for example studying other aspects of this novel or analysing Cold War attitudes in other works – could certainly be pursued in study at the master’s level.

Návrh otázek a podnětů pro diskusi při obhajobě: see above
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