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The diploma thesis deals with an uneasy topic of troubled childhoods as depicted in several contemporary novels. The novels selected for analysis are not typically discussed works of students´ papers, which makes the topic all the more interesting. 
For her analysis, the student has selected three American works – Dorothy Allison’s The Bastard Out of Carolina, Vanessa Diffenbaugh’s The Language of the Flowers, and Jeannette Walls’ The Glass Castle, nicely complemented by British novel Solace of the Road written by Siobhan Dowd. The variety of primary texts well represents the current tendency in the Bildungsroman genre to use its narrative form to address the issue of dysfunctional families, traumatized childhoods and socially ostracized children, topics which had not appeared in the genre before. As a methodological tool, the student has chosen trauma studies theory, theory of insidious trauma (usage of which is the student’s own, and particularly great, idea) as well as several other psychological concepts well suited to explain the characters’ behavior and relationships. However, the student has managed to employ the theory without ever forgetting that she is discussing literary texts, not psychologist’s reports. Thus she also pays attention to literary means (such as metaphors, foreshadowing, symbolism, etc.) used in the books. 

The strong points of the thesis include a well-done outline of the theories used, a meticulous analysis of each literary text (only occasionally slipping into unnecessary detailed descriptions of the plots), thorough application of the selected theories to enhance understanding of the texts, comparisons of motifs, characters, events, and other literary features of the primary texts, and well chosen and mastered selection of secondary sources. 
The major downfall of the thesis is, unfortunately, its language. Although the student tried hard to use complex academic language, there still remain a lot of mistakes, lexical, grammatical, stylistic, some even very basic, sometimes obscuring the intended meaning of the text. This prevents the thesis from being evaluated as excellent.

The thesis complies with all the formal requirements and clearly proves the student’s ability to select a theoretical framework and apply it in analyzing literary texts (both fictional and semi-fictional). The paper also shows the student’s enthusiastic approach to the topic. It was a real pleasure to observe this work come into existence. Any supervisor can wish for such a hard-working, creative, and receptive supervisee.
For the above listed reasons, I recommend the thesis for defense and suggest it be marked as very good (velmi dobře).
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