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The thesis under review examines selected discursive strategies used by two British newspapers in their coverage of the Covid-19 pandemic, as seen from a CDA perspective.
In the first three chapters the author introduces relevant theoretical concepts and notions which underpin the study. Taken together, the chapters provide a wide theoretical background for the analysis presented in chapter 4. First, the author characterizes media discourse and media genres as well as explains the link between the media and ideologies. Then she describes the main assumptions of CDA, providing a brief overview of two approaches: that of Norman Fairclough and Teun van Dijk. In addition to that, she demonstrates how CDA can inform analyses of media discourse and, in particular, studies of media storytelling. In chapters 3 and 4, Ms Geletová moves on to pandemic discourse and disaster communication, outlining the context of the Covid-19 pandemic in the UK and looking at its coverage by the media. Finally, in chapter 4, the author explains her research focus and the method used, as well as illustrates several narrative strategies which she identified in her data. As she explains, the study sought to specify 1) the narrative strategies applied by two UK newspapers in their representations of the pandemic and 2) the differences between the choice of the said strategies by the tabloids and the broadsheets. The strategies selected for analysis included naming practices, evaluation, transitivity, passivization and nominalization, as well as the use of visuals.
Ms Geletová’s work is well organized and neatly structured, and the analysis presented in chapter 4 follows a clear division into logical segments. The theoretical portion of the thesis demonstrates the author’s familiarity with relevant studies focusing on media discourse and CDA-informed research. However, one could expect a more thorough treatment of Critical Discourse Analysis as an eclectic approach, with more emphasis being paid to key concepts such as power abuse, prejudice, dominance, and inequality, and their relation to textual practices and their operation in society. Chapter 2 would also benefit from a more detailed presentation of the most prominent critical linguists and their work (including Ruth Wodak and Gunther Kress). Likewise, chapter 3 offers only a cursory overview of studies on pandemic discourse and disaster communication, and it appears to be incomplete. A wider background on discourse processes related to risk and disaster communication, in addition to a brief characterization of health knowledge dissemination and its social relevance, would give the reader a better understanding of pandemic-related communicative phenomena and it would help them to situate the current study against earlier disaster communication research.
As regards the analysis itself, one is also left with a feeling that it could have been performed in a more rigorous manner and in greater depth. To begin with, the author could have added a section examining the headlines with a view to revealing which aspects of meaning were made more prominent (experiential, relational, expressive) and explaining how social order was discursively construed in the news articles. Likewise, the analysis of visuals could have been more systematic and elaborate, even more so given the high frequency of images in the tabloids, and their share in the meaning-making process in the genre of news article. As to the core part of the study, some improvements could be suggested, too. For instance, one may wonder whether it was really necessary to select examples illustrating the same lexical choices (see, e.g., p. 55 and p. 56, where several instances illustrate the use of the same phrase). On the other hand, the author could have included a more detailed presentation and discussion of reporting verbs, pronouns and modality markers, including their frequencies of use.
Despite the above-mentioned shortcomings, however, one should appreciate Ms. Geletová’s selection of the topic, the type of data used, and the study design. Even if imperfect, the analysis offers useful insights into some of the discursive mechanisms which underlie news reports about socially relevant issues such as the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Finally, it should be noted that the level of Ms Geletová’s academic English is satisfactory and that the thesis is free from major editorial inconsistencies or inaccuracies. The structure of the thesis conforms to the formal criteria and the selection of references can also be deemed sufficient.  
Grade: C
Questions to be discussed at the defence: 

1. What is the relation between the media and ideologies? 
2. How can Critical Discourse Analysis inform research on news discourse?

3. What were the major differences between the narrative strategies you identified in the coverage of the pandemic provided by The Sun and The Guardian?
4. What is your understanding of evaluation as a discourse phenomenon and how was it realised in the data you analysed? 
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