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Abstract

This paper is concerned with sexuality in 1950s Aoae It examines sexual and
social conduct, sex education, gender roles, ardrdke of the state. Authors have
described many aspects of human sexuality ovecehguries, but in twentieth-century
America many important changes took place. The rniames such as promiscuity,
premarital sex and homosexuality, are brought fotws through an exploration of the

Jack Kerouac novédn the Road
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Abstract

Tato prace se zabyva americkou kulturou v padesdstech dvacatého stoleti
spojenou s tématem sexuality. Zkouma sexualni glsdchovani v roli mui a Zen,
sexualni vychovu, ulohu Amerického statu. Mnohooaufpopsalo v pibéhu staleti
problematiku sexuality, nicménv Americe doSlo ve dvacatém stoleti k mnoha
dulezitym znmeénam. Hlavnimi tématy této prace jsou promiskuite@dmanzelsky sex a

homosexualita, které se odrazi v dile Jacka KemNaaest.
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1. Introduction

The main subject of this thesis is an analysisedfuality in Jack Kerouac's
novel On the RoadKerouac, as a significant writer of the Beat Gatien, protested
against the mainstream values and codes of his@aythe Roadlepicts a series of
cross-country trips throughout America, which reerdg Kerouac’s own experiences
and the real people he met during his youth andewta was traveling.

The thesis is in two parts. In the first part, framapters one to three, which
gives some theoretical background, | will brieffide sexuality and gender roles in the
cultural context of American society and identihetmainstream values. Biographical
information about Jack Kerouac is interpreted iagthr three. In chapters four and five,
I will identify the main characters i@n the Roadgive a brief overview of the story and
explore how the subject of sexuality is treatedthe book. Part five offers some
reflections on sexuality: the first section dealghwhomosexuality and sodomy; the
second is devoted to gender roles; the third l@ikke promiscuous behavior of some
characters in the book; the next three sectionssf@n relationships and family life in
1950s America; the final section is devoted to woisattitudes as represented in the
novel. The last part of chapter five describes Kands relationship with his mother,
with whom he lived for most of his life.

Kerouac’s story offers many relevant observatiomd msights into the sexual

manners of his day. For example:

“Boys and girls in America have such a sad timeetbgr; sophistication demands that they
submit to sex immediately without proper prelimintalk. Not courting talk — real straight talk

about souls, for life is holy and every momentégipus.”(Kerouac, On the Road, 51)

By this, Kerouac is suggesting, among other thindpst involvement in sexual
intercourse is often determined by the need forsgay nourishment. This paper will
identify many other ways in which Kerouac grapHicalepicts the social and sexual
environment of the ‘beat’ generation of which hesvagpart, and of American society as

a whole.



2. Theory of sexuality

Alfred Kinsey, one of the most significant socialestists in American history,
founded the Institute for Sex Research, which explcsexual conduct in 1940s and
1950s America. His team of scientists carried ontiaber of anonymous surveys that
investigated the sexual practices of eighteen onillpeople. He openly talked about
taboo subjects such as homosexuality, sodomy aechgital sex. His results were
published in 1948, irBexual Behavior in the Human Mak.follow-up work, Sexual
Behavior in the Human Femalejas published in 1951.The theme of feminine dssire
was scandalous; however, the book became the ledlst ®f its time. Kinsey's
perception of homosexuality was eventually overdrrby his colleagues at the
institute, and a law suit in 2003 finally endedé'ttriminalization of homosexuality” in
America. (NNDB, Alfred Kinsey)

2.1. Basic terms

“Human sexual behavior is different from the sexoghavior of other animals,
in that it seems to be governed by a variety atetptay of different factors.” Ludwin
Molina, of Carolina State University, describes finecess of animals or species being
“driven by a ‘force’ to reproduce and thereforetpke in sexual behavior.” But sexual
intercourse performed by human individuals is natried out for the same reason:
“Humans are not sexually active just for the sakeeproduction. Rather, there are a
variety of complex factors that lead people to hae&.” (Molina) Janis S. Bohan
explains the term ‘biological sex’ as: “The dichmious distinction between female and
male based on physiological characteristics, eafpecchromosomes and external
genitalia.” (1996, xi) This means that an indivitlisaeither a man or a woman.

Sexuality has been defined as “the sum of the physifunctional, and
psychological attributes that are expressed bysayexider identity and sexual behavior,
whether or not related to the sex organs or torpadmon.” (Medical Dictionary) Human

sexuality is usually described as either hetercsiéyor homosexuality.



Homosexuality is sexual behavior of an individuahownis emotionally and
intimately interested in people of the same sexXsaxual orientation toward or activity
with persons of the same sex” according to the FadDictionary. Bohan defines the
term ‘homosexual’ as “a person whose affectional aexual orientation is toward

members of the same sex.” (1996, xiv)

Heterosexuality is sexual behavior of an individwdio is emotionally and
intimately interested in people of the opposite: $egxual attraction to or activity with
persons of the opposite sex” (Medical Dictionarygohan explains the term
‘heterosexual’ as: “an affectional and sexual dagaon towards members of the other
sex.” (1996, xiv)

Bisexuality is explained as “the state of beingusdly responsive or attracted to
members of both sexes.” (Medical Dictionary) Thentebisexual’ is defined by Bohan
as “a person whose affectional and sexual oria@mtatare towards members of both

sexes, either serially or simultaneously.”(1996, xi

Margot Canaday, an assistant professor at Prindgtoversity, states that by the
late 1940s and early 1950s, “many Americans [...jeved that individuals were either
heterosexual or homosexual, and that “normal” mah \@omen were those who had
sexual relations with persons of the opposite s@Q09, 177) In her bookhe Straight
Stateshe also quotes Kinsey’s findings that “37 pera@gnfAmerican men had at least
one homosexual experience.” (Canaday, 242) Intagdgt homosexual intercourse was
banned both inside and outside of a marriage ceratblationship. We may assume,
therefore, that many of those people gained expezieof homosexuality by using a
prostitute. Prostitution can be defined as a cororakcontact that is either heterosexual
or homosexual; prostitutes, and their customens,beaeither male or female. The use
of alcohol or drugs during sex is quite common ead lead to unsafe sexual practices
and the risk of sexually transmitted illnesses (§TIThe phenomenon of STI's was
another reason for an increased interest in theotatubjects of premarital sex,
promiscuity and safe sex. Bolin and Whelehan defirmmarital sex as “sex before
marriage” (2009, 533) and promiscuity as being hhygralue-laden and referring to the



number of sex partners a person has.” (2009, 588y Tescribe safe sex as “those
behaviors that will not transmit HIV or STI's.” (R0, 525)

2.2. Gender roles and Sexism

Gender roles are a cluster of social and cultupéetations applied to men and
women. Children are naturally quite similar in theehavior, but there is evidence that
parents tend to treat boys differently from gi(Block, 1983) It can be assumed that
cultural factors, such as how men and women areat&gd to behave, what types of

jobs they perform, and even what they wear, hasteoag influence on gender roles.

Hilary Klotz observes that “women felt tremendowusistal pressure to focus
their aspirations on a wedding ring.” The popujanf being married was seen as a
trend. Klotz adds that:

Being married after high school was marked as stahdrhe leading topic of culture and media
was a family unit. Even though there were womerhwither ambitions, this period persuaded
them about the fact that a husband was more immtatian a university degree. Their role was
family planning with a wedded partner, as beingylgirand pregnant was intolerable, especially
for white women. Many unmarried pregnant woman wefased by society for the duration of
their pregnancy. However, young women were attcatdepremarital sex in spite of the public

demands to remain sexually inexperienced.

Describing the male situation in the 1950s, Stegh@woontz suggests that “For
the first time, a majority of men could supportaaily and buy a home without pooling
their earnings with those of other family membéviany Americans built a stable
family life on these foundations.” Klotz notes thstarting in the 1950s sex was viewed
as a key component of a healthy and loving marriag@s means an ideal man was a
devoted husband, father and home-provider. Sirgjlavlichal Edward Melody and
Linda M. Peterson, in their bookeaching America About Sesyggest that the 1950s
saw an increase in “the desire for stability ancliséy and an end to sacrifice.” (1999,
115) Canaday describes the situation in the WodjeBts Administration: “jobs were

regularly reserved for married men, designed tcapgnitake on women’s eagerness to be



the family breadwinner.” (2009, 130) Furthermorecreasing materialism supplied
most families with TV sets and cars, and most Aoars conformed to the social and

political ‘rules’ that materialism brought with it.

Ira L. Reiss, a sociologist who carried out a slegmal Investigation of
American Sexual Standards, suggests four types remarital sexual behavior
standards: abstinence, the double standard, pévemsss without affection and
permissiveness with affection. This thesis maimguses on the latter three types of

sexually active conduct.

The ‘double standard’ “entails using one standarevialuate male behavior and
another standard to evaluate female behavior, rgakirpossible for a man and a
woman to be judged quite differently on the ideditisort of behavior.”(l.L. Reiss,
1964, 89) It does not apply only to sexual acedti There are spheres in which men
and women participate together, such as the piofesworld and the world of
religion, but where the tendency is for men to btdy paid and to reach a higher status
than women. (Reiss, 1964, 90) Speaking about th@arapt double standard in
premarital sexual behavior in the 1950s, Reiss ddidsnarital coitus is wrong for all
women, and thus women who indulge are bad womé®64, 92) However, the same
judgment did not affect men. Their actions weres lesstricted, with only a small
amount of control being applied by some parentsidf} 1964, 92-95) In relation to the
double standard, the term sexism means inequadityden males and females, and that
women'’s status is destined to be lower than mgiviecmillan English Dictionary,
2002, 1301)

Reiss labels women in Western cultural historysagoérdinated’ and believes
that a genuine standard that would treat femaldsna@es equally in terms of sexual
morals has never really existed. (1964, 123) Meo wire in favor of sexual double
standards were remedied by sexual activities withstiutes, whose class gradually
developed throughout the centuries not only toasaghe double standard. Prostitutes
were considered as “bad and worthless women bethege/iolate the code of chastity

[...] on the other hand, they are performing a neagssunction for the double



standard.” Reiss described the promiscuous characteng most male participants:
“Double-standard men switch partners rapidly: tHagk of respect for the girl with

whom they indulge often makes them feel disgustid ker.” (1964, 102) The double
standard also meant that women were forbidden pr&heoitus in order to keep their
virginity and chastity. Therefore, prostitutes wareolved in sexual activities with men
in order to maintain their sexual freedom. Thistgrat changed later in the twentieth
century. (Reiss, 1964, 98-99)

Additional types in the bookPremarital Sexual Standardsre called

‘permissiveness without affection’ and ‘permissigss with affection’.

‘Permissiveness without affection’ is behavior tlaintrasts the “conception of love”
without particular care of such an individual. Thanderstanding of sexual contact is

considered as normal and obligatory. (Reiss, 1984)

Reiss compares this need to eating or breathinig. dispiritual satisfaction works as
an excuse for such behavior. However, some indalglbave faith in love to appear as
an outcome of their act. On the other hand, someodidelieve in affection at alThis
means although women may not have been judgetidéardexual activities, they might
nevertheless have cared about their reputatiorth&umore, thanks to the “mobility
effect” they could, according to Reiss, travel taces where they were not known, and
S0 experience casual sex. “Females often datefgotsm men who do not know the
double standard males in their home neighborhoodhat] they can act as they like and

have no fears about their reputation being ruindtme.” (Reiss, 1964, 103-104)

‘Permissiveness with affection’ “is a single stamtaince it accepts coitus as
right for both men and women when a stable affeetie relationship is involved.”
(Nelson in ReissFFoote Sex as Playl954, 126) Sexual coitus is not allowed without

strong emotions or even love. (Reiss, 1964, 130)

Restriction of female sexual activity is mainly a@nsequence of unwanted premarital
pregnancies. Mothers have always taught their deughabout the dangers of pregnancy to
discourage them from having sex. Another usefubahrhas been venereal diseases such as
syphilis. (Harvey Locke in Reis§€hanging Attitudes toward Venereal Diseask339, 146-155)



Reiss suggests that the double standard is mordgrdpan permissiveness with
affection. (1964, 126) Reiss, warning about the itamce of heterosexuality, suggests
that “both male and female homosexuality is never dominant sexual mode for a
society [but remains] subsidiary to heterosexudl{i©64, 30)

2.3. Sodomy laws

Sodomy laws were supposed to regulate private hexuas and heterosexual
erotic practices. The American government has beégrfering with the private
behavior of homosexuals since the time of the Bhglkolonization. “The original
thirteen American colonies derived their laws fremglish common law and continued
the legal tradition in which sodomy carried the gdgnof death.” (George Painter) In
early 1950s America, however, some significant geanto the law were made: “The
1955 edition of the American Law Institute’s mogeinal code omitted sodomy laws
for the first time. In 1961, the lllinois legisla®irevised their criminal code without

prohibiting sodomy.” (George Painter) Patrick CHanddds:

Homosexuality was considered as “sexual perversion1953, President Dwight D. Eisenhower
signedExecutive Order 10450: Security Requirements foveBoment Employmenthe legacy
announced that “sexual perversion” is a circumadoc dismissal of a federal employee and for
refusing the option of employment to potential ddates. President Harry Truman had written
an extensive policy for dismissal from federal emyphent during his administration before
Eisenhower, but his guidelines were thought to bdttee weak. Eisenhower categorized
homosexuality and communism as national securitgatis. Later, in the 1960s, homosexuals
started going to court, demanding action againder@ job discrimination. (Salem Press,
Chandler)

After Eisenhower’'s Executive Order was created, Raderal Bureau of Investigation
started checking on people and the places theygathn, and also maintained a list of
names. Agents sniffed around various states lijedalllying and making threats.
American society tented to be extremely “sexualith@dox”. (Canaday, 199) It is
apparent that homosexuality was considered a @gaest the state and against nature.

Some homosexuals were discriminated against andedieas mentally ill; some were



even persecuted and imprisoned. Lesbianism wasildgal. Canaday, referring to
Kinsey’s bookSexual Behavior in the Human Femaigtes that “Kinsey observed that
while sodomy statutes had generally been draftegeimder-neutral language that could
encompass sexual acts between women.” (2009, lisdutvey of the enforcement of
sex law in New York revealed “three cases from 1Bd0s or 1950s in which women
had been arrested for homosexual activity.” (200R1) Melody and Peterson add that
there were many people arrested and charged wothefample, violating public
morals. (1999, 120)

2.4. Sex education

The U.S. authorities tended to educate not onljoaarteenagers but also their
parents. Many American homes were situated in thentryside, and this offered the
possibility of teaching about sex through observiagure and the sexual reproduction
of plants and animals. Developing from social atese sex educators attempted to
create “rational control” over possible sexual &wc(Jeffery P. Moran) Moran further

states that:

Health reformers and ministers in 1830s Americaadsvarious brochures and books to inform the
young man who left home for school or a job. Thesélications were characteristically of
theological, nutritional, and philosophical contebtit all tended to convince readers to control
their sexual urges until they could be practicednarriage without much harm. In the early"20
century, The American Social Hygiene Associatiors i@unded to inform young Americans by

presenting a series of sex education lecturesMadran)

In the 1950s, sex education started to be presesdgadusly, especially in schools,
where educational films instructed young peoplelgad safe and clean lives, and
demonstrated mature approaches to dating, usingadeeactors. “They served as
reminders to teenagers that there were customseman boundaries in dating, and if
they violated them, there could be serious consempse” Most films portrayed cases of
sexually transmitted diseases and “unwanted preggsin (Smith in Moran, 47-51)



3. The historical and cultural context of Americansociety

3.1. American mainstream society in the 1950s

After the United States entered the Second World, Wismerican women found
themselves having to support themselves and skevedtion. “Unprecedented numbers
of women entered the ranks of factory workers, inglpAmerican industry meet the
wartime production demands for planes, tanks, shapsl weapons.” (Metropolitan
State College of Denver) Gender roles had charagetl;between 1943 and 1945, polls
indicated that 47 to 68 percent of married womemkexs wanted to keep their jobs
after the war.” (Metropolitan State College of DenvHowever, soldiers returning from
the war, as Sue Goodwin states, “created the babynli (Goodwin, KC Library)
According to S.J. Kleinberg, female employment #rapostwar baby boom came into
conflict, as “In 1940, the average woman had twitddokn; this rose to three by 1950.
By 1960, families of three and four children weypital.” (Modern American Culture,
Kleinberg in Bigsby, 2006, 203-204)

Kleinberg adds: The growing divorce rate also dbuated to increased female employment. But
social pressure to get and stay married was eng@thdby manufacturers and women’s
magazines, which focused on women’s roles in theéhand promised that technology would
ease housework. The Ladies’ Home Journal publistreéxtract’'Have American housewives
traded brains for brooms?by Betty Friedan, in which she described the Anmarieffort to
convince women that their position at home is geauilhis emphasis on the female being a
spouse and mother was to blame for the agony ofemoédmerican women. (Kleinberg in
Bigsby, 2006, 204)

Mainstream American society in the 1950s was styoagentated towards the family.
However, not all citizens of 1950s America weretlté same mainstream mind. This
traditionalism was refused mostly by economicatigapendent American women. The
fight for equality in the workplace and for women&ocial rights and other
opportunities, such as the education and sexuadidma that men had already benefited
from, is commonly known as Feminism. Angela McReblsuggests “The double

standard has been exposed and overruled. If womenge as subjects of sexual desire,



[...] thanks to feminism, as a kind of entitlemenérthmen must beware. (2009, 36)
Jack Kerouac and many other writers and artistelleb against materialism with
spontaneity and spirituality. Their aim was to cont the prototype of typical morals.
(United States History) As a response “The Beatq, lejected the 1950s emphasis on
acquisition, conformity, and obedience and autlidrifMelody, Peterson, 1999, 137-
188) “Their literary work displayed their sense fseedom [they] glorified the
possibilities of the free life.” (United States Hisy)

3.2. The Beat Generation

The Beat Generation was a group of writers “who methe neighborhood
surrounding Columbia University in uptown Manhattan the mid-40’s.” (Asher,
Literary Kiks) Jack Kerouac, Allen Ginsberg, NeasSady and William S. Burroughs
were a group of close friends whose mutual insipinatater led to antisocial protest.

(Parkins, Beat Generation)

According to Ginsberg, the term Beat Generatiost farose in a conversation between
Kerouac and John Holmes when they were recalliaglibst Generation’, and Kerouac
said, “Ah, this is nothing but a beat generatid&insberg in Waldman, 1996, xiii) The
second meaning of the term, according to Ginsheag, influenced by the introduction
of “hip language”, in which the phrase “beat” medatibterranean” (Ginsberg in
Waldman, 1996, xiii). To counteract a lot of misergtanding in the media, the third
meaning of ‘beatness’ was expressed by Kerouadagriess that precedes opening to
light, egolessness, giving room for religious ilimation.” (Ginsberg in Waldman, xiv)
The word ‘Beatnik’ was a play on the Russian wonput8ik, its meaning being
intentionally provocative, as its creator, Herb @a& Californian columnist, meant to

“to cast doubt on the beatnik’s red-white-and-dhl@eded all-Americanness.”:

The post-war decade did not reflect the writersnaone, the authors decided to write about
common life, rebellion as drug use and open sebenAGinsberg and Jack Kerouac, who represent
the Beatniks’ works, observe the results of a nemdéncy in civil disobedience. This group of

rebels favored peace, and challenged mainstreanglit® The men of the movement never

10



showed richness of material life, women wore simgtghing; their apartments were small and

barely furnished. (US History Project)

Ginsberg also reveals the core values that infleénthe main themes of the Beat
Generation. The stream of consciousness was cathegith Eastern religion,
multiculturalism, spiritual liberation (which infenced sexual liberation), and “interest

in psychedelic substances as educational toolstis@&rg in Waldman, 1996, xvi)

3.2.1. Allen Ginsberg

Ginsberg was born in New Jersey in 1926. At thertmegg of his studies at the
University of Columbia, he developed a friendshipthwKerouac, Huncke and
Burroughs. (Waldman, 1996, 83) While studying atwersity, Ginsberg experienced a
hallucination of William Blake reading some of lpgsems. According to Waldman this
event was a major influence on Ginsberg’s attittaeards his life and work. (1996,
83) A clear picture of Ginsberg’s sexuality is dédsed in Howl. Waldman states that
Howl was “the object of San Francisco obscenity chair{&g96, 83)

Ginsberg published a number of collections of pgeincluding Kaddish and Other Poems
(1961),Planet Newg1968), andrhe Fall of America: Poems of These St&i€¥3), which won
the National Book Award. (Poets) Counterculturaéiasts led Ginsberg to visit India in 1962-
63, after which he became a practicing Buddhistns@érg was also politically active,
particularly in the area of challenging censorshipd in later life became a professor of English

at Brooklyn College in New York. (Waldman, 1996 -88)

3.2.2. Neal Cassady

Cassady met Kerouac in New York and they becanmseditends. Cassady was
interested in writing, and most of his work wastire form of personal letters to
Kerouac and others. His writing reflected his wlifdstyle (Waldman, 1996, 58), and
Waldman adds that Cassady’s “vast, spontaneousakbgxexplicit letters, full of street
talk, brazen fun-seeking and personal intimacypduatlbreak Kerouac free from the

straight mode of writing.” (1996, 58)

11



3.2.3. William Burroughs

Burroughs met Allen Ginsberg in 1943 while studyiagthe University of
Columbia. He later developed a friendship with Kexo and other associates who
“looked up to Burroughs as a sage elder and teaskiéled in the ways of dope and the
various ins and outs of criminal life, as well anighty intellectual visionary and social
critic.” (Waldman, 1996, 162)

3.2.4. Jack Kerouac

Jack Kerouac's family was of French Canadian origiis father Leo married
Jack’s mother Gabrielle in 1915 and together they three children: Gerard, Caroline
and “Ti Jean”, who was the youngest. They spokéked called Joual; Jack did not
speak English until he started school. (Chartetsarouac, x) Kerouac did not have an
idyllic childhood. His brother Gerard became illdadied at the age of nine, and
Gabrielle suffered a nervous breakdown. Howevealk ddwvays felt safe in his mother’s
arms. (Amburn, 1998, 9-12) During his childhood #heressed his sexuality, as many
boys do, almost entirely in homoerotic terms.” Kexo first experienced sexual play at
the age of ten with a neighborhood friend. (Ambur®98, 5-15) He attended Lowell
High school, and thanks to his athletic talent hes wffered a scholarship to either
Boston or Columbia; on his mother's recommendatienchose Columbia. (Charters,
28, 29) Jack became a football hero at Columbiaafiar seriously injuring his leg he
was no longer able to play. In 1940, still consader football star by his college
associates, he wrote a football column in the usite journal, “The Spectator”.
(Charters, 1973, 32) Most of his early work waspivate journals, or short stories
inspired by the novelist Thomas Wolfe. Needing taintain a ‘B’ average for his
scholarship, his injury-induced rest from long fualt training sessions benefitted him
greatly. One September afternoon in 1941, aftersReelt’'s famous anti-war “l hate
war” speech over the radio, Kerouac walked off thetball field without saying
goodbye to the coach. He went home to his parerts, were angry with him that he
had left university and insisted that he find a.j¢BGharters, 1973, 34) “He signed
abroad as a scullion on tl&eS. Dorchestesailing that afternoon to Greenland with a
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gang of airport construction workers.” (Charter873, 36) In 1942, with the voyage
over, Kerouac returned to Lowell, to his parentepwnade him go back to Columbia
and back to football. Jack, completely out of shapes kept on the bench for the first
game. This insulted Jack and his future as a fdletbaas finished. (Charters, 1973, 36-
37) Excited about a career as a naval officernimaediately joined the U.S. Navy, but
later quit and became an ordinary merchant seaBefore setting off he met a girl
called Edie Parker, whom he promised to live withew he got back from England.
Edie lived with Joan Vollmer, another woman whooged Jack’s company, so he
tended to spend time in their apartment more offaie introduced Jack to Lucien
Carr, a friend whom she met while he was saili@harters, 1973, 41, 42) Lucien was
constantly followed around by Dave Kammerer, whooituced William Burroughs as
his former classmate from Harvard. Edie and Jadkngoried but they split up only a
couple of months later in 1944, the same year hieAien Ginsberg. (Charters, 1973,
43-51) Allen’s friend Neal Cassady came to New Ywith his teenage bride Luanne in
1947. Neal organized his life so that he could dévhis time between Ginsberg and
Kerouac (so that he could learn how to write), &odnne. (Charters, 1973, 67-70)
A short time later, Cassady and Ginsberg startedlaionship. Ann Charters also
reveals Jack’s own sexual confusion: “the strongesbtion he ever felt” was for his
mother. (Charters, 1973, 70-73) Despite this, iB0L@e married Joan Harvey. Their
marriage lasted only six months, and, having probldinishingOn the RoadJack
returned to his mother’s place. His fixation on msther had a huge impact on his
lifetime’s work. (Charters, 121-129) In 1966, herrreal Stella, his third wife, and they
moved to Florida. Kerouac died of alcoholism in Ftersburg, Florida, in 1969, at the
age of 47. (Charters, 356-366)

On the Roadvas finally published in 1957, although it wasttem in 1947. Other works by Jack
Kerouac includérhe Town and the Citfjs first novel,The Dharma Bumsn which he depicted
experiences of Buddhisfthe Subterranean8ig Sur, Duluoz LegendViaggie Cassidy, Doctor
Sax, Mexico City Blue¥/isions of Codybased on his life hero Neal Cassady, &figlons of
Gerardbased on Kerouac's brother and memories of ctoldh@wWaldman, 1996, 16-57)
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4. On the Road

In “On the Road’, Jack Kerouac provides a unique insight into 19B@serican
society, expressing the values of youth, freedochrabellion. The book is divided into
five parts, the first four of which each describgoarney Kerouac made around the
USA and Mexico. According to Emory Elliott, Keroud=longed to the group of
writers who investigated the problem of contemppr#e, and devoted his time to
spiritual exploration and “moral values in a nuclege.” (Elliot in Bigsby, 439)
Kerouac’s method of writing nonstop, which involveapid typing while using drugs,
was strongly criticized. He wrot@n the Roadn three weeks. Fiona Paton, an assistant
professor at New York State University, describescal ideas in which Kerouac has

been compared to a hooligan street bard who tejtsod story. (Fiona Paton)

4.1. Character list

The storyline inOn the Roadepresents Kerouac’s actual experiences with his
friends, his lovers and with other people he kn&nn Charters states that his intention
was, “to gather all his autobiographical novelsetbgr in a uniform binding published
with the names of real life [...] Allen Ginsberg waalled ‘Carlo Marx’, William
Burroughs was ‘Old Bull Lee,” Herbert Huckle waslit® Hassel,” in addition to
Kerouac as ‘Sal Paradise’ and Cassady as ‘Dearaktpfi(Charters in Kerouac, 1991,

XXViil)

Sal Paradaseis the main protagonist. His real name is Salyao€hristian name as
Kerouac was Catholic. (Shmoop Editorial Team) Hea igoung, well educated writer
who, after the failure of his marriage, decidemike a few changes in his life.

Dean Moriarty is Sal’s best friend. Dean is a young, crazy wageanvho grew up in
Lamer Street, Denver.

Marylou is Dean’s wife. She is very beautiful but dim-edtand cunning. She is an
alter-ego of Cassady’s first wife, Luanne. (Chatd991, 102)

Carlo Marx is an old friend of Sal's. He is a poet who likesting poetry and talking.

At some point in the story, Carlo is emotionallteirested in Dean.
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Sal's auntis tolerant, supportive and kind. Sal lives wittr Im Paterson, New Jersey,
and on Long Island. Throughout Sal's wanderings,s&imds him money. She is always
happy when Sal gets home “in one piece.” (Keroag,

Rita Bettencourtis a waitress in Denver: “a fine chick, slightlyrig-up on a few
sexual difficulties.” (Kerouac, 40)

Camille is Dean’s second wife, for whom he divorces Mauylboyal Camille lives in
San Francisco with her and Dean’s children.

Ed Dunkel is a friend of Sal's and Dean’s, and very loyathe latter. He sometimes
talks nonsense and usually just follows the grdlfhough he is married (to Galatea),
he still enjoys having sex with other women.

Remi Boncoeuris an old prep-school friend of Sal's and is oériéh origin. Remi
introduces Sal to a girl whom Sal later marrieeer@lac, 1957, 54)

Lee Annis Remi Boncoeur's girlfriend. She wants to becamieh Hollywood actress.
Remi tries to please her every day but “Lee Ann &dxhd tongue and gave him a call
down everyday.” (Kerouac, 1957, 34)

Old Bull Lee works as a teacher. His profession also exprdssesharacter - he has
been studying all his life.

Lucille is a married woman who lives in New York and whimma while Sal wants to
marry.

Terry is an attractive Mexican whom Sal meets on a bukads Angeles, and with
whom he has a quality relationship. Sal spends somewith Terry and her little son

Johnny, living in a tent while working as a cotjmoker.

4.2. Plot overview

The story opens with the protagonist, Sal Paradigig an ordinary life in
Paterson, New Jersey. Chad King introduces Sak@nMoriarty, who is very keen to
become a writer. They become close friends andngmany journeys together. On his
first journey, Sal goes hitchhiking to Denver, wddre meets with his friends Chad
King, Tim Grey, Carlo Marx, Dean, and Dean’s wifaiMlou. Sal, already encouraged
by Dean’s stories, is very excited about the nigatin Denver. The spontaneous Sal is

convinced he will be able to find a job in San Fiaco, and his childhood friend Remi
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promises to help him. Remi lives with his girlfregriLee Ann, and they are determined
to share their one room flat with Sal. The tworde start working as police officers
and share the cost of living, but everything stéstfall apart when Lee Ann becomes
selfish and ungrateful. Sal decides to avoid tballes and heads for Los Angeles. On
his way he meets a beautiful Mexican girl calledrifewith whom he falls in love and

plans a future.

Sal’'s second journey begins when Dean goes to iseénhVirginia, while he,

Sal, is staying with his brother for Christmas. Euos journey, Ed Dunkel and Marylou
are also on board. First, Dean drives to New Y®kha is determined to see Carlo
Marx. On the way, Sal reveals that he is in a serielationship with Lucille, whom he
met at college. Their plans are interrupted agy8& a phone call from Old Bull Lee to
come and collect Galatea, Ed’s abandoned wife.vigieto Old Bull Lee and his wife
Jane in New Orleans goes well. Dean, Marylou anndh®éa head west. Once they reach
San Francisco, Dean leaves them on the street ecides to reunite with Camille.
Marylou and Sal share a room in a hotel, but tisééry is unpleasant as they are
constantly quarrelling. Sal becomes extremely disaged with Dean and Marylou’s
behavior, and he eventually goes back East, coeipletoke.

In the spring of 1949, Sal decides to set out fenzr, but doesn’t stay long as
none of his friends lives there any longer. Soghes to San Fransisco. The night he
arrives he knocks at Dean’s door. Dean is livinthw@amille, who is expecting another
child, but Dean admits to Sal that he is crazy albdarylou again. Marylou is dating a
used-car dealer who threatens to kill Dean if hesdwot leave her alone. Dean tells Sal
a crazy story about visiting Marylou’s place ancettening to kill either her or himself;
fortunately Marylou managed to calm him down. le thheantime Camille, not very
happy about their visitor, constantly suspects Defalying and throws Dean and Sal
out. The boys make a new plan to go to New Yorktaed to Europe. Sal and Dean are
offered a ride up to Denver, where Dean opens updalesires. His lust for teenage
girls almost kills him, and his passion for stegloars also causes trouble. They find a
man who needs somebody to drive his Cadillac te@&gu for him, and they jump at the

chance. When they finally get to New York, Dean psnmto another girl, Inez, at a
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party. They fall in love, she becomes pregnant, their dream trip to Italy never

happens.

Sal’s fourth and final journey takes him to Mexiaiter selling his book, he
leaves New York alone. On arriving in Denver, hénfermed that Dean is going with
him to Mexico. Dean’s excuse for going to Mexicotesget a cheap divorce from
Camille so he can marry Inez. They travel to Mex@ity making several stops. They
spend time in a whorehouse having sex with underpagstitutes, but in Mexico City,
after further drug abuse, Sal gets sick and suffenn a fever. As soon as Dean
receives his divorce documents he leaves Sal anichI€ity behind.

When Sal is well enough, he returns to New York nehee finds out that Dean,
having married Inez, has left her and the childetmirn to his second wife Camille in
San Francisco. When Dean once more shows up inY¢eky Sal refuses to follow him
back West as he is determined to settle down. dstetime they see each other is when
Remi organizes a group visit to a concert withowiting Dean. The story closes with
Sal wandering along the riverside in New Jerseykihg of the road west and to Dean

Moriarty.

5. Reflection of sexuality inOn the Road

5.1. Homosexuality and sodomy

A description of how social patterns prescribe séxarientation is commonly
used in novels, and in the first part ©h the RoadKerouac introduces the theme of
homosexuality. However, despite being a rebel aal®50s conventions, Kerouac
does not speak openly about it. Rather, as a gteditheme, homosexuality is subtly
indicated by the character Carlo Marx, whose serugtique remains throughout the
story. We must presume that Kerouac was at odds pvdpriety, yet there are certain
moments between Carlo and Dean that suggest a tiomarolvement.
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“A tremendous thing happened when Dean met CarlokMBwo keen minds
that they are, they took to each other at the drfop hat. Two piercing eyes
glanced into two piercing eyes. From that moment saw very little of Dean,
and | was a little sorry too.” (Kerouac, 1957, 7)

Not long after Kerouac introduced Ginsberg to Cdgs&harters adds, “[they became]
lovers.” (1974, 72) Confirming Charters’s statemanKerouac's biography, there is
some evidence of a relationship between Dean amtb.Cé wondered if Dean and

Carlo were having their heart-to-heart.” (Keroud@57, 41) Kerouac vaguely indicates
the fact that Dean and Carlo might be having a rdgimaffair. Nevertheless, the truth
that Carlo is a homosexual is never really reveatethe story. There are signs of
Carlo’s jealousy when Dean is seeing another @idrlo is shocked, and seems
disappointed. “What?’ said Carlo, ‘I thought we ne@egoing to talk [...] Oh, these

Denver Doldrums!” (Kerouac, 1957, 40) Sharing Deaith Marylou and Camille

seems to be extremely difficult for Carlo; on thbey hand, Dean is capable of loving
more people at the same time. He makes a schedcadife he tries to spend time with

his lovers.

“There is always a schedule in Dean’s life. Theesithe is this; | came off work
a half-hour ago. At this time Dean is balling Manylat the hotel [...] At one
sharp he rushes from Marylou to Camille [...] givimg time to arrive at one-
thirty. Then he comes out with me.” (Kerouac, 1959),

Charters states: “Kerouac’s attitude toward homoakty was complex and
ambivalent. He couldn’t accept it in Ginsberg agtlimg but a weakness [...].”
(Charters, 1974, 72, 73) There is one particulangde of harshness toward Carlo. One
night during Sal's first trip in Denver, Dean anar® talk about the honesty and
certainty between them, but Dean does not know wihatay. Dean asks Sal for his
opinion. “That last thing you can’t get, Carlo. blmdy can get to that last thing. We
keep living in catching it once for all.’” [...] ‘Theris nothing to tell,’ | said and
laughed.” (Kerouac, 1957, 44) The reader may nolaés arrogant reaction toward

Carlo, who is rather hurt by his reaction. “Evdryig you say is negative.” (Kerouac,
1957, 44) As a result, there is some evidence s#xniality, as the rebellious Dean is
already married to a woman, Marylou. We may assuhegfore, that both characters,

Dean and Carlo, hide their sexual orientation ideorto avoid arrest for the crime of
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sodomy. “Twenty-one states required registratioperfsons convicted of homosexual
related crimes. Loyalty oats included referencesdoal turpitude”. (Melody, Peterson,
1999, 120)

5.2. Gender roles and sexism

The postwar atmosphere began to free up many pecggase of morals, so
although most of the women @n the Roadire married or in a relationship with a man,
reproductive sex appears to be substituted byuhsup of sexual pleasures. On his first
journey, Sal, already encouraged by Dean’s stoisegery excited about the night-life
in Denver. “Also he had promised to fix me up; heew all the girls in Denver.”
(Kerouac, 1957, 39) Dean, while already marrieté&wylou, continues his promiscuous
lifestyle without bothering about the question afessex. “to him sex was the one and
only holy and important thing in life, although had to sweat and curse to make a
living and so on.” (Kerouac, 1957, 4) It is obvidhsit Dean is a cheater and does not
care about anything other than sex. His young Wifarylou, obviously suspects him of
cheating, but as she is in love with her husbamdddes not dare to confront him. He
was not of high status, but his sex appeal, in @poken way, made her excuse him
many times. Dean often lies to her, abandons h#reahotel room and rushes to have
sex with his new girlfriend, Camille. As a man vath much of a conscience, he does
not feel any remorse or the need for self-contidéan was making love to two girls at
the same time, they being Marylou, his first wifého waited for him in a hotel room,
and Camille, a new girl, who waited for him in adlaoom.” (Kerouac, 1957, 38) The
symbol of having sex in a hotel room may hint at@e low commitment and to the
tension that sexual pleasures created. “Deanli;xgaarylou at the hotel [...] at one
sharp he rushes from Marylou to Camille of coursigher of them knows what's going
on.” (Kerouac, 1957, 38) Dean is confronted by fnisnd, Major: ““Moriarty, what'’s
this | hear about you sleeping with three girlthat same time?’ ‘Oh, yes that’s the way
it goes.” (Kerouac, 1957, 42) Instead of soul-skarg or deep regrets, he reveals his
cunning plan. “I'm going to divorce Marylou and mg Camille and go live with her in
San Francisco.” (Kerouac, 1957, 43) Despite thet fdnat society in the 1950s

pressurized women to stay married, in this casenDleaides about the divorce without
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much hesitation and despite Marylou’s confrontatié this point, we notice the
presence of the “double standard”. (Reiss, 1963 &%n is a male, whose actions do
not have to be justified. Marylou agrees to theodde, but insists on having intercourse
as she loves Dean. “Marylou is all for it, but sheists on banging in the interim. She
says she loves him — so does Camille.” (Kerou&&71 38) At this point, there is clear
evidence of Marylou’'s “permissiveness with affentio(Reiss, 1964, 121) Marylou
does not want to give up on the intimate connectwith her beloved spouse until the
marriage is officially finished. At the same timieete is no hesitation about getting
divorced, as official separation was nothing toaseamed of. According to Kleinberg,
the divorce rate increased; “In the 1950s theresvapproximately 15 divorces for every
1,000 married women [...].” (Kleinberg in Bigsby, Z)®204)

5.3. Promiscuity

Bolin and Whelehan suggest that promiscuous behaao be defined as a
frequent changing of sexual partners, which seenetconnected to Reiss’s definition
of “permissiveness without affection”. (1964, 123al's own love life seems quite
promiscuous. In the first part, before leaving Demwhe offers to have sex with Rita

Bettencourt:

“She was a nice little girl, simple and true, areftendously frightened of sex. |
told her it was beautiful. | wanted to prove thashier. She let me prove it, but |
was too impatient and proved nothing.” (Keroua&7,%1)

Rita clearly represents the first female in theystesho is in favor of “permissiveness
without affection”. (Reiss, 1964, 121) As she does mention any anxieties about her
reputation being ruined, she is committed to sexwattices outside of a relationship.
“Men and women are definitely not the same, andnsouity is wholly opposed to
woman’s true feminine nature.” (Melody and Peters®899, 126) This statement
suggests an injustice between men and women, whialso present i©®On the Road
When Marylou leaves Dean for the first time hesakr “the whore”. (Kerouac, 1957,
5) This use of bad language could stand for thershihg of his superiority in respect of

his sexual manners, or his irritation may symbolze dominance in their marriage,
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which may have led to their divorce. Dean is freeld whatever he desires; Marylou is
harshly nicknamed.

Marylou, however, seems to be sexually emancipatesuses her sexual power
to wreak chaos in the life of her ex-husband. Afteir separation, for example, she
frequently challenges moral norms and refuses tdeaby the rules. When Dean is
settled down with Camille in San Francisco, heas able to resist the temptation of
making contact with his ex-wife. “He ran and foudidrylou in a hotel. They had ten
hours of wild making sex.” (Kerouac, 1957, 101) Slaes a sailor, who supports her
financially. When Dean arrives, she does not camutiher former lover anymore. At
this point we find evidence of ‘role reversal’. Miu uses men to live on and takes
advantages of her physical beauty; she is actaaliype of prostitute. Sal explains that
Dean loves Marylou because she is the only oneredity understands him. During the
period of their reunion after their divorce, Deaants Sal to experience a threesome

with himself and Marylou. Controversially, this #n®al gets emotionally involved.

“Marylou lay there, with Dean and myself on eachkesiof her [...] She
embraced me and | tried to forget Dean was thesrylu was so lovely, but |
whispered wait until we be lovers in San Francis@¢erouac, 1957, 119)

During their stay in Mexico, Sal and Dean visit horehouse. “My girl charged
thirty pesos, or about three dollars and a halfl bagged for an extra ten pesos.”
(Kerouac, 1957, 263) Sal, in the role of generoeis ®urist, does not hesitate in
exchanging money for sexual services. The wholaestegraphically depicted as a bar
where extremely young girls dance mambo while dnigkalcohol: “I've never seen a
drunken woman, and only eighteen.” (Kerouac, 1Z%8) Alcohol and drug abuse in
prostitution, and its links with the question offes@ex, is currently a topic of much
research. Whether the boys performed safe sex ixidglas not revealed. “Again |
rushed off with my girl to her room [...] Dean andatswitched the girls they'd had
before.” (Kerouac, 1957, 264) Talking about safx geerformance, Moran has
suggested that if citizens “only knew the medicahgers of sexual immorality [...]
then they would rationally decide not to experimeith prostitution or promiscuity.”

(Moran, Sex education) What is certain is that tdey not judge the prostitutes for
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working in the sex industry. Kerouac suggests thatcritically low standard of living
might have been an explanation for the high nurob&texican sex-workers:

“l couldn’t take my eyes off the little dark gifl...] Of all the girls in there she needed
the money most. [...] Mexicans are poor.” (Keroug@517, 264) It appears that nobody
gets hurt physically or emotionally. The only perseho would be deeply disappointed
is Inez, as she is at that time Dean’s partner.

Reiss uses the term “pleasure lovers” to describeb#ype of a more balanced
attitude toward the double standard; such indivMgl@ae depicted as “well-educated
bohemian iconoclasts”. These individuals consi@swal relations without affection as
right and appropriate behavior. (Reiss, 1964, 1I28xn and Sal definitely act many

times promiscuously; Reiss’s definition explainsithattitudes very clearly.

5.4. Relationships

The book presents a number of affiliations that lbased on real people’s
relationships.

5.4.1. Sal and Terry

Sal meets Terry on his second journey, when helgsae Los Angeles. “A pain
stabbed my heart, as it did every time | saw algolved who was going the opposite
direction in this too-big world.” (Kerouac, 19573)7The unique and close relationship
between them develops quite quickly. Terry tell$ that her previous marriage had
made her miserable as her husband had beaten lemmarriage was a prison, and
since then she has begun to act as a modern typernén. “For the next fifteen days
we were together for better or worse. When | wolewve decided to hitchhike to New
York together.” (Kerouac, 1957, 77) They both trimdearn some money for their
journey, but after many failed attempts to findoéd jn L.A., Terry suggests they go
back to her home town, Sabinal, and work in thiel$i@s seasonal pickers. The reader
may feel deep sympathy for Terry's lovable chamaet® she was hard-working and

kind. “You could have all your [girls] in the worldhis was my girl and my kind of
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girlsoul.” (Kerouac, 1957, 74) Even tough Kerouaggests that Terry is a “Pachuco
wildcat” she has to survive in a male-dominated lekof(Kerouac, 1957, 80) After
leaving her abusive husband, Terry has to workhésrfather, and because she does not
have a place to stay she is required to obey hiter father was yelling at her; | could
hear him from the barn.” (Kerouac, 1957, 91)

Even though they seem to be a perfect couple, teitionship eventually fails.
“Terry went home for supper and came to the barh YW.e made love on the crates.
‘Sallie, | want to go to New York with you. But h@i (Kerouac, 1957, 90) After a
dreamless night she resigns herself to not joir8ag It is possible to argue that this
woman'’s emotionally motivated character was takdvaatage of; like other Mexican
women of her day, she owned nothing and was leg®rtiant than men. Powerless
Terry is morally imprisoned at the family farm withe duties and obligations of
picking grapes and looking after her only childeStas to accept the “traditionalism”.
(McRobbie, 2006, 36) Terry’s character representgea person called Bea Franco;
because of their romance, Kerouac postponed hitingegith Cassady and Burroughs.
(Maher, 2004, 151)

5.4.2. Remi and Lee Ann

Kerouac describes a very complicated relationdip of fighting over money,
between his friend, Remi, and Remi’s girlfriend.elL&nn. “l get so sick and tired of
that sonofabitch’, snapped Lee Ann.” (Kerouac, 19%7) Lee Ann appears to be an
opportunist: every time there is a chance of aebdifie or making money she will do
anything to get it. However, even though Remi waglige hard, Lee Ann often appears
unhappy and angry. Her behavior definitely represardisobedient and rebellious type
of woman. On one occasion, Lee Ann takes off afl ¢lethes and lies down to sun
herself on the flying bridge, while Sal watchesnfra distance and is attracted by Lee
Ann’s sex appeal. “I wanted to jump down from a traasl land right in her, but | kept
my promise to Remi. | averted my eyes from her.erf@guac, 1957, 66) Sal poaches

Remi’s girl once, and she becomes Sal’s first wileere are many such incidences that
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suggest Sal's weakness for girls his friends hated On this occasion, however, their

friendship wins over Sal’s sinister passion.

5.4.3. Sal and Lucille

Sal reveals that he is in a serious relationshigh wucille, a married woman,
whom he met at college. “In New York, | have be#&erading school and romancing
around with a girl called Lucille, a beautiful i@h honey-haired darling that | actually
wanted to marry.” (Kerouac, 1957, 105) He seentsettruly committed to Lucille, who
has already experienced one bad marriage. “Shenvaased to a longshoreman who
treated her badly.” (Kerouac, 1957, 113) Sal isrmieal by her fragile, feminine
character. “All these years | was looking for theman | wanted to marry. | could not
meet a girl without saying to myself, what kindwife she would make?” (Kerouac,
1957, 105) While talking to Dean about his opiniars marriage, some interesting
unsolicited advice to Dean follows, and Sal isytravare of the highs and lows of a
relationship. “This can’t go on all the time — #flis franticness and jumping around.
We've got to go some place, find something.” (Keao, 1957, 105) He might be
influenced by society’s rules: he desires a fensgleuse, whom he can fully trust. He
says he wants “to rest my soul with her till welbget old.” (Kerouac, 1957, 105) This
expression confirms his sexual orientation, whiglclearly heterosexual. Sal seeks a
mother and a lover in one personality, and with muhee can share a future. Their plans
are interrupted as Sal begins to be sexually istedein Marylou. “When Lucille saw
Marylou pushing me into corners and giving me tredy...] | knew my affair with
Lucille wouldn’t last much longer. She wanted mééoher way.” (Kerouac, 1957, 113)
Unfortunately the expectation between Lucille aadl ®mains unfulfilled. “I wanted to
have an affair with Marylou.” (Kerouac, 1957, 11&jain, the reader may spot Sal's
interest in his friends’ girlfriends. Suddenly, teerious Sal does not want to be with
Lucille, who does not like his friends and would talerate his trips or his associates.
He prefers having an affair with Marylou to beimgai serious relationship. Sal seems to
be more comfortable with subordinate women. Reigsesdsuggest, however, that
women do not necessarily have to submit to maldeleship, and by learned behavior

can make a difference in relation to the generabbty between two partners. (1964,
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19-20) Lucille wants to avoid the male’s leadershiperefore refuses the “double
standard”. (Reiss, 1964, 89) “I don't like you whgou are with them.’ ‘Ah, it's all
right, it's just kicks. We only live once. We're ¥iag a good time.” ‘No, it's sad and |
don't like it.”” (Kerouac, 1957, 113)

5.4.4. Dean and his three wives

Dean’s first teenage bride, Marylou, is describedaavery beautiful blond but
also as relatively malicious. “But, outside of lzpia sweet little girl, she was awfully
dumb and capable of doing horrible things.” (Kemmuk957, 4) Throughout the story,
Dean and Marylou’s relationship is depicted as wamgonventional. They never plan
children or a proper stable home. We may presumenlty connection between the two
was their mutually satisfying sexual exchangesctwi8al describes in the story many
times. “Dean and Marylou parked the car [...] and enlmve while | went to sleep.”
(Kerouac, 1957, 146)

Dean’s second wife, Camille, appears to be verytrobbable compared to
Marylou. “Dean opened [the door] stark naked. | savbrunette on the bed one
beautiful creamy thigh covered with black lace,Kagp with mild wonder.” (Kerouac,
1957, 39) Shortly after Dean starts dating Camihere is evidence that they had sex
before they get officially married, which is cldssil by Bolin and Whelehan as
“premarital intercourse”. (2009, 539) Despite thiSamille appears to be quite
conventional: they get married and she is expedegn’s child not long after the
wedding. “Dean lived in happily with Camille in S&mancisco ever since that fall of
1947; he got a job on the railroad and made aflobaney. He became the father of a
cute little girl, Amy Moriarty.” (Kerouac, 1957, 00 Kleinberg suggests that families
with three children were typical in the 1950s. (Kbkerg in Bigsby, 2006, 203)
However, Dean never gives up his pointless tripsnflone coast to the other. “I am
going to New York and bring Sal back.” [Camille] svét too pleased at this prospect.”
(Kerouac, 1957, 100) Camille remains loyal and diwsith the baby girl in San
Francisco. Throughout the book she often calls D&éou just got another call — this

one from San Francisco [...]. It was sweetest Canuldling Dean [...] He leaped into
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the phone booth and called San Francisco colléketouac, 1957, 107) There is a
clear connection between Camille and Dean as tleyrwnicate most of the time
while he is not home via letters and phone. “In Wagton, at four a.m., Dean again
called Camille collect in Frisco.” (Kerouac, 195X09) Their communication is
considered another important aspect. Two indivelualust be able to find an
appropriate solution based on compromises and derstanding of each other. We
presume that a heightening of their attachmenttakace at the end of the story.

Dean’s third serious relationship is with Inez, whbe meets at a party in New
York. Surprisingly, Dean plans a future with In&fve talked with her and we’ve got
everything straightened out most beautifully.” fkeac, 1957, 228) Interestingly,
Dean later reveals the truth about his faithfulnestheir relationship. “All the time
I've been here | haven't had any girl but Inezisthnly happens to me in New York!
Damn!” (Kerouac, 1957, 228) Inez is already pregnao she persuades Dean to
divorce Camille in order to legitimize Dean’s chiltB50s American society required a
pregnant woman to be married and supported by helband. However, even though

they get married, Dean leaves her for Camille avesdack to San Francisco.

5.4.5. Sal and Dean

Dean enters Sal's life after the failure of thetdds marriage. Sal is very
emotionally distracted and feels like “everything] [dead.” (Kerouac 1957, 3) His new
friend, Dean, seems to fill his emptiness. Theitualiinterest, creative writing, has
brought them closer. Sal is almost immediately ifeged by Dean’s character and
personality: “we understood each other on otheglewf madness.” (Kerouac, 1957, 5)
The protagonist admires the madness in Dean, bovti€apable of being completely
irresponsible himself unless he is under the imib@eof drugs or alcohol. Sal explains
that Dean’s specialty was “stealing cars, gunnimg dirls coming from out of high
school, driving them out to the mountains, makingmt and coming back to sleep in
any available hotel bathtub in the town.” (Keroud®57, 35) Such behavior is
unacceptable by any society, but admired by Safj waws Dean as his idol. Dean’s

character is based on a real person called Neak@gswhom Kerouac met for the first
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time in New York in 1947. Neal became a hero toddgec and On the Roadnade
Cassady a legend.” (Charters, 67, 68) Interestinglgen On the Roadwas first
published, nobody paid much attention to Kerouatherstories of Sal Paradise. “None
of this sounded as exciting as Moriarty’'s exuberzansonality or the emergence of a

Beat Generation.” (Charters in Kerouac, 1991, ix)

Sal and Dean make a number of trips together, hedet trips reveal their
attitudes. They devote their lives to sexual exation and drug abuse. They think that
most women are easy to get and they get boredtlgtn rather quickly. Reiss explains
that all “double standard men”, who change sexaainers rapidly, are never charmed
by them but rather disgusted. He further suggésts“such girls are valued mainly for
sexual pleasures.” (1964, 102) However, any inmaiationship between the two
characters remains unreal. Gary Handman talks abeuntimate relationships within
the Beatnik movement: “we not only have the ficibbond between Sal Paradise and
Dean Moriarty inOn the Roadbut the real-life symbiosis of Kerouac and Cagsad
(Handman, Berkeley library) Handman suggests tres@dy describes his emotions
towards Kerouac in his letters and in stories ofoa Cassady, his second wife.
(Handman, Berkeley library)

Even though Dean disappoints Sal many times, tlgsemn has a really
destructive impact on their friendship. For examplen they are on the trip in Mexico,

Dean abandons Sal, who is sick in bed.

“Twelve hours later in my sorrowful fever | finallsame to understand he was
gone. When | got better | realized what a rat hs,Wwat then | had to understand
the impossible complexity of life [...].” (Kerouac947, 267)

Again, Sal does not reject his best friend, butalasys, forgives him as a best friend
should. Shortly after Sal comes back to New Yorknmeets a new girl, Laura, who
becomes the person he wants to spend the rest bfiehwith. Sal is strongly and deeply
attracted to her and plans a future with her: ‘¢helne was, the girl with the pure and

innocent dear eyes that | had always searchednibrf@ so long. We agreed to love
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each other madly.” (Kerouac, 1957, 278) He chossagng in New York and getting
married over a life on the road. Dean returns to Bancisco alone.

“So in America when the sun goes down and | sithenold broken-down river

pier watching the long, long skies over New Jerseg sense all that raw land

that rolls in one unbelievable huge bulge over West coast, [...] | think of

Dean Moriarty.” (Kerouac, 1957, 280)

The ‘road’ symbolizes their freedom and they engbige unlimited possibilities.
This fact raises the question of the American DrealinAmericans see a happy life
differently from the original idea, and to provesthKerouac invited us on a road trip in

a car driven by his life’'s hero, Neal Cassady.

5.5. Family

5.5.1. Sal and his aunt

Sal and his aunt present a distinctive family bdsal, despite being in his mid-
twenties, lives with her in her house in New Jersege day Dean visits their house.
“So we went out to have a few beers because walcbualk like we wanted to talk in
front of my aunt, who sat in the living room reagliher paper.” (Kerouac, 1957, 5)
Sal’'s aunt seems to be very traditional, with airstsense of good and bad. She does
not consider Dean to be a suitable friend for &dl advises Sal not to trust him.

“Although my aunt warned me that he would get mérauble, | could hear a
new call and see a new horizon, and believe ityayoung age; and a little bit of
trouble or even Dean’s eventual rejection of ma asddy, putting me down, as
he would later, on starving sidewalks and sickbedshat did it matter?”
(Kerouac, 1957, 10)
Despite disliking Dean, she always supports Salenltné travels, and worries about his
safety. “My aunt was all in accord with my trip tiee West; she said it would do me
good. [...] All she wanted was for me to come backme piece.” (Kerouac, 1957, 10)
When Sal goes traveling, she always lends him mofidhye money was in; my aunt

had saved my lazy butt again.” (Kerouac, 1957,I18B) obvious that they have a close
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relationship and that they co-operate as a farkllywever, she never disciplines him

and does not keep him under control.

5.5.2. Camille and Dean

During Sal’s third journey, a unique insight int@@h and Camille’s family life
is provided. As Coontz describes, in the 1950s liamlived in a house, had a car and
were financially secure. All welfare was provideddmale, who was also a father and
a husband. (Coontz) Looking at Dean and Camillamsilly life seems to correspond
with mainstream expectations. “The experienceshef1930s and 1940s translated in
the 1950s into desire for stability and securitg dne end of sacrifice.” (Melody and
Peterson, 1996, 115) Similarly, the Moriartys live a house. “It was a two-story
crooked, rickety wooden cottage in the middle oktaents, right on top of Russian hill
with a view of the bay.” (Kerouac, 1957, 166) HowegvDean is not the typical
“Breadwinner” that Canaday depicts. (2009, 130) islenot able to look after his
possessions properly. “Of course the Hudson was;goean hadn’t been able to make
further payments on it. He had no car at all.” @eac, 1957, 166) Camille seems to be
a typical housewife, however: she focuses on harehdooking after their child, and is
already pregnant with another. “Their second babg accidentally coming.” (Kerouac,
1957, 166) Kerouac uses the word “accidentally’dasng the time he wrot®n the
Roadthere was no contraceptive pill. Therefore womehrebt have absolute control
over their reproduction as the contraceptive piiswnot introduced until the 1960s.
(Klotz, The Pill) However, the happiness withinith@arriage is at a low level. Camille
accuses Dean of plotting tricks and constantlygytm her; she has to fight to be valued,;
she does not get the love she deserves. Havingciwidren makes her feel that she

needs a stable partner.

“You are a liar! You are a liar! You are a liarf...] Camille finally went to
sleep or spend the night staring blankly at thé&.danmad no idea what was really
wrong, except perhaps Dean had driven her mad aftér(Kerouac, 1957,
166,167)

There is evidence of gender role attitudes: Canslleritated because she goes
to work everyday, Dean does not help her much, i@y do not separate the
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housework equally. “So now | take care of baby widbhmille works. [...] Moriarty has
a sore butt, his wife gives him daily injectionspanicillin for his thumb. ” (Kerouac,
1957, 169) Galatea and other friends who spendnibket out with Dean and Sal
strongly criticize Dean for his lack of responsiil “Dean, why are you so foolish?’
said Galatea. ‘Camille called and said you left. H2on't you realize you have a
daughter?”” (Kerouac, 1957, 175) However, at thé ehthe story, Dean and Camille
reunite and seemingly become a stable family. “Bw he was three times married,

twice divorced, and living with his second wifeKgrouac, 1957, 277)

5.6. Responsibility and commitment

5.6.1. Dean’s liability

As already mentioned, Dean represents a realdifsqn, Neal Cassady. Cassady’s

gloomy childhood and life experience may have iefficed his behavior.

Neal Cassady was born in 1926 when his parentsl&@vo California. His parents separated and
Neal remained in his mother’'s custody. However, diifdhood was disrupted by his brother’s
behavior. His brother, Jimmy, was of sadistic maturhich made Neal unbalanced. Neal's sexual
life started at the age of nine. Neal tented tedeually attracted by both men and women. As a
teenager he led a life of crime, particularly asuastoppable car thief, which caused a number of
arrests and he was sent to reform schools. (Beatj B

Kerouac writes about Dean’s early childhood, whieas influenced by his father’s
alcoholism. “Dean was the son of a wino [...] he useglead in court at the age of six
to have his father set free.” (Kerouac, 1957, 35)

“But Dean’s intelligence was every bit shining atamplete, without the tedious
intellectualness. And his ‘criminality’ was not sething that sulked and sneered:
it was a wild yea-saying outburst of American joy][ (Kerouac, 1957, 9)
Relating to the American Dream, in which it is pbksto find success, comfort and
happiness by hard work, on the one hand Dean oser,land on the other he is an
achiever. Charters suggests that Sal tests the iéameDream’s promise of limitless

liberty by Dean’s example. “Dean is the dream’ditga (1991, xxi) Sal describes his
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sexual passion as an obsession: “to him sex wasrtbeand only holy and important
thing in life, although he had to sweat and cucsméke a living and so on.” (Kerouac,
1957, 4)

There are many more scandalous moments in whichn Dezallenges
mainstream values. In Denver, Dean opens up toldsges. His lust for teenage girls

almost kills him.

“Across the cornfield in back lived a beautiful ymuchick that Dean has been
trying to make ever since we arrived. [...] ‘Trouloeboy. That gal’'s mother is
after me with shotgun and she got a gang of higieaickids to beat me up from
down the road.” (Kerouac, 1957, 199)
The reader might think of him as a pedophile oria®v But as a man of ‘double
standard’ behavior, he might feel hostility towamismen who are not virgins. Hence
he chooses teenage girls over mature women, anddhe he thinks of himself as evil,
the more he thinks that an angelic person mighifypbiim. Reiss suggests “The male
[...] views himself as a likable devil and the femakea lovable angel.” (1964, 101) The
younger his lover is, the better he fells aboutitgsex with her. However, he never

maintains a relationship with such a person.

It may be that he feels pressurized by the morateeoday, and wants to keep
all his wives, and although he makes many attetopd® so, the women reject his plan.
They know he is unable either to look after themastay faithful. Contrary to the
idealized vision of men as a home provider, Deaharacter, despite being a husband
and father, is rebellious and immoral. When Sal e®ro visit him in San Francisco,
Dean’s priority is spending time with Sal, which kea the pregnant Camille desperate
and furious. “It was horrible to hear Camille salzbso. We couldn’t stand it and went
out to buy beer.” (Kerouac, 1957, 166) Despite Qlarbeing pregnant, Dean leaves her
behind.

“He no longer cared about anything (as before) imw he also cared about
everything in principle; that is to say, it was #é time to him and he belonged
to the world and there was nothing he could do alidyKerouac, 1957, 171)
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At the end of the story, before Sal leaves for Mexhe confronts Dean. Sal
and his aunt make it clear to Dean that it is égponsibility to look after his family and
to be committed to their happiness and well-bei#dl | hope, Dean, is someday we’ll
be able to live on one street with our families ayed to be a couple of oldtimers
together.” (Kerouac, 1957, 231)

5.7. Women'’s attitudes

5.7.1. Camille and Inez

According to 1950s convention, many women becaméhens, wives and
faithful spouses. According to McRobie “Middle dasomen have played a key role in
the reproduction of class society.” (2009, 1320nm the Roadtwo female characters,
Camile and Inez, represent the mainstream valuamiili@, however, seems to have
some issues about control over her partner, Deaarder to maintain her dominancy,
she questions him about the time he is due to bk. 8But, what time will you be
back?” (Kerouac, 1957, 39) Unfortunately she caver claim victory as Dean is
totally irrepressible. When they start seeing eztbler, Dean is still seeing his first, wild
wife, Marylou. Nonetheless, Camille gets pregnaythim before they get married,
which was totally unacceptable for a well brougptgirl. Reiss suggests that women
who would take pleasure in premarital intercourseul be considered as “bad
women”. (1964, 92) Therefore they marry and stdanaily life, but this does not make
Camille happy. When Sal comes to visit them in Baancisco, she gets annoyed about
the way Dean has done the housework while she é&s &t work. “Dean minded the
baby and did the dishes and the wash in the baclegdut did a sloppy job of it in his
excitement.”(Kerouac, 1957, 170) Dean’s irrespaiigitseems to be the last straw for
their marriage and Camille throws him out. “Theyrevgelling at each other [...]. A
few moments later Camille was throwing Dean’s tkimg the living-room floor and
telling him to pack. (Kerouac, 1957, 170)

After their break-up Dean leaves with Sal for Newrk, where he meets

another woman, Inez. At first, Inez is picturedtlas perfect ‘double standard woman’.
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She never asks about Dean’s activities in his tirae and gives him a lot of freedom.
“See, that's all she does, she pokes her headerdoor and smiles.” (Kerouac, 1957,
228) Interestingly, the two ladies, Camille andzinkeep quite gracious contact with
each other. “Inez called up Camille on the phopeagedly and had long talks with her
[...]. They exchanged letters about Dean’s eccetiggl (Kerouac, 1957, 228) It
seems that they understand each other: Camillartsop Dean’s life because she is the
mother of his two children and, being in a simpasition to Inez before Dean married
her, most likely sympathizes with her. The unexpedivist occurs at the end when
Dean returns from Mexico to New York with the digerpapers in his hand. “He
jumped on a bus and roared off again across thalawhtinent to San Francisco to
rejoin Camille and the two baby girls.” (Keroua®5¥, 277)

Dean makes one more attempt to win Inez’s heask,blaut this time he is
confronted by Sal himself.

“What about Camille?’ ‘Gave permission of coursevaiting for me. Camille

and | all straight forever-and-ever.’ ‘And Inez®' [ - | want her to come back to

Frisco with me live other side of town - don’t ythunk?"” (Kerouac, 1957, 279)
Dean’s eagerness to keep both women never disapgdarcomes back to Inez with
new promises but she throws him out without compseniJnlike Marylou, she refuses
Dean as he cheated on her with Camille. She ipa ¢f new woman, not afraid of
getting divorced and bringing up her child as ag&rparent. “With Inez, he spent one
night explaining and sweating and fighting, and #irew him out.” (Kerouac, 1957,
279) This time Dean receives a letter from CamiMig heart broke when | saw you go
across the tracks with your bag. | pray and pray get home safe. [...] We all wait for
you.” (Kerouac, 1957, 279) Camille sends Dean aotiemal message full of love to
make him feel special. From a different point awj she uses it to remind him that she

relies on him, as well as the two children he spomsible for.

5.7.2. Marylou

Marylou’s love life displays her basic principleshe does not care much about
the men she dates. Using the “mobility effect” @2eil1964, 103) she passes through
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New York, Denver, New Orleans and San Franciscogu®sen as her favors. She may
care about her reputation but all she wants isidtate the mainstream codes. “The
reader is never told much about her intentionsituré plans. She gets married to Dean,

never becomes pregnant, and never desires a btabie.

Her only need is sex and the occasional use ofsdfidgarylou took everything
in the books; she took tea, goofballs, benny, ligaad even asked Old Bull for a shot
of M.” (Kerouac, 1957, 134) Marylou’'s drug use msymbolize the beginnings of
counterculture. John Hellmann describes countenailtas “an expression of
dissatisfaction with broad aspects of American #feits members had experienced it
growing up in the 1950s and early 1960s.” The amgez of drugs such as LSD and
Marijuana offered a way of transferring self-cowsciness. (Hellmann in Bigsby, 2006,
308) During the journey from New Orleans, she maRakvulnerable by pretending
friendship and offers him a relationship. “Maryland | waited in the car. She put her
arm around me. | said, ‘Dammit, Lou, wait till wetgo Frisco.” ‘I don’t care Dean’s
going to leave me anyway.” (Kerouac, 1957, 148 Tgossible relationship attracts
her, even though she is not in love with Sal aneknelevotes herself to him. “I saw
what a whore she was. She walked on little feet gotdin the Cadillac and off they
went.” (Kerouac, 1957, 156) According to Reiss,imgithe twentieth century, “double
standard women” obtained more freedom and begaartcipate in premarital coitus.
(1964, 98-99) Marylou seems to fit this descriptiaa she enjoys open sex. At the end
of the story Dean reveals: “Did you know Maryloatgnarried to a used-car dealer in
Frisco and she’s having a baby?”” (Kerouac, 19571 )2Against all odds she accepts

traditionalism.

5.7.3. Sal's aunt

One day Dean comes round to visit Sal at his aylése and they all sit and
talk. She deliberately starts confronting Dean:Htpe you will be able to take care of
your new baby that's coming and stay married thisetf” She represents the
mainstream opinion that a woman’s place is in thend and a man’s is earning the

income. “You can’t go all over the country havibgbies like that. Those poor little
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things’ll grow up helpless. You've got to offer thea chance to live.” (Kerouac, 1957,
231) By this she reminds Dean that he should peoVigs children with a suitable
education, stable family and a suitable environm®8at speaks about her: “My aunt - a
respectable woman hung-up in this sad world, arltishe knew the world.” (Kerouac,
1957, 110) By this, Sal suggests that he lookseatwith admiration, that she never
disappoints him and that he is safe in her han®or little Salvatore, she said in
Italian. Where you have been all this time?”” (Ke#o, 1957, 97) Charters suggests that
Sal's Aunt represents Kerouac’s mother: “Feelinggelf at the margins of his society
[...] He imagined himself as ‘Salvatore Paradise’ ltatian-American who lived with
his unnamed ‘aunt’ instead of [his mother].” (Cleastin Kerouac, xxi) In addition, he
once confirmed to Ginsberg about his attachmehetpas “the woman [he] wanted the
most.” (Charters, 1974, 129)
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6. Conclusion

The aim of this thesis has been to identify basrens relating to sexuality,
gender roles and their relation to 1950s Americanesy. Mainstream core values, such
as family and materialism, are identified, and ¢thanging position of women suggests
changes in attitudes toward gender roles. Some wdyaeame more independent, had
jobs, were less afraid of divorce and sexual exgpion. All these facts are then related
to the novelOn the Roadwhich is considered a work of revolt. Jack Kemuaote the
novel in 1947, but due to editorial issues it wagniblished until 1957. Nevertheless,
he became “the father” of the Beat GeneratiOn. the Roaddepicted four journeys
taken by Kerouac and Cassady. Cassady was turteethenyoung hero Dean Moriarty,
who is not a typical husband and father. His peabgnpictures different values, rejects
traditionalism and fights for sexual freedom. He fise from responsibility, and

represents the wild youth of the Beat Generatiohdwng open sex and taking drugs.

Firstly the topic of homosexuality is described,Gaglo Marx and Dean closely
co-operate on Dean’s writing skills. Kerouac resdakir togetherness and subtly puts
forward an idea of their homosexuality. Tlgsenhower Executive Ordemhich
threatened the lives of all gays and lesbians, lsdsban impact on the novel. The reader
is never explicitly told the truth. Furthermore,nder roles are defined and applied to
the characters. The results give proof of uneqealtent towards women. Mainstream
society accepted the male-dominated world, with des as obedient wives and
devoted mothers. Compared to mainstream Americalnesaabout the family,
materialism and traditionalism, the readefQuf the Roadvitnesses many acts of revolt.
The position of women began to shift and womentetiaio challenge men and become
more independent. For example, Marylou does na edout stable family life, and
Inez leaves Dean and decides to bring up theid@idne. Sal meets Terry and Lucille
who had both already experienced bad marriagesseltveo women are not afraid of
being alone and being single parents. They stapritwitize their own values, which

they would not find “on the road”.
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Kerouac depicts a certain individualism in the v&gt and Dean treat women.
The misuse of the double standard, in which womenevsubordinated to men, hurt
many conventional yet sincere women like Camillacille and Inez. The two main
characters, Sal and Dean are in a symbolic bagtdeden family and love on one side,
and freedom on the other. The exaggeration of $ardapendence led to unhappy
marriages and inevitable split-ups. At the endtofys Kerouac gives up on going on
the road with Cassady as he realizes that theehatthver, with family and love as the

winners. However, the remarkable friendship wilt e forgotten.
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Resume

Tato prace se zabyva analyzou Americkych hodnot adepatych letech
dvacateho stoleti, ve kterém Jack Kerouac napsaldamoNa cest Kerouac je
povazovan za zakladatele generace Beatikilera byla znamaipdevsim nespoutanosti
stylu Zivota a odborniky povazovana za nekodmén Mezi dalSi vyznamné
piedstavitele pat Allen Ginsberg, William S. Borrows, ale také N&dssady. Kerouac
jako za&inajici spisovatel, zachycuje Ameriku v daném oldabjeho piti cestach.
Sam v tomto romanu vystupuje jako hlavni hrdind,P2aadise, ktery se vydava tigp
Amerikou, aby navstivil sveé ifatele. Jeho obdivovanymtifelem se stavd Dean
Moriarty, nezkrotny mladik z ulic Denveru. Tato & edstavuje pra&v Neala
Cassadyho. Mladici se seznamili v New Yorku v r@8d7 a stali se blizkymiiateli.
Dilo zachycuje dalSi skuteé osobnosti, n&jklad Allen Ginsberg fedstavuje Carla
Marxe a William Burroughs vystupuje jako Old Buleé. Postavy manzelek Deana a
Salovi gitelkyre jsou taktéz skutmé.

Hlavnim Ukolem této prace je analyza sexualnichnbbdpadesatych let
dvacatého stoleti v Americe. Konvar spolénost této doby byla siénovlivnéna
povale&nym obdobim. V padesatych letech dochazi k takanangdaby boomu.“ MuZzi
vracejici se z valky cBii nahradit své manzelky v zastnani a stat se tak &phlavou
rodiny. Mnohé Zeny tuto skuteost respektovaly, vratily se do domacnosti saka
zakladat rodiny. Byly tu vSak i ty, které tuto siirtost nechily Uplné prijmout.
VyZzadovaly rovnopravnost nejenom na pracovisti, alpii jinych spol&enskych
moznostech. Nezavislé Zeny pak takéaha uplatiovat pravo na sexudlni svobodu.
Nicmeérg, wtSina Ameréani respektovala pravidla. MuZi zaofht své rodiny
pravidelnym pijmem, Zeny #staly v domacnosti a staraly se &idTradicni rodiny
Zily vdomech na fednesti, otec dojizél do prace automobilem, matky sénevaly

détem.
Kulturni aspekt il vSak sva pravidla v sexualnim chovani. Ira L. S_gei

Americky sexuolog, ktery proved! jokum sexualnich iedmanzelskych standdrd
upozonuje na pothzenost Zen. Spaleost @ekavala, Zze Zenyiastanou cudné aZz do
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okamziku svatby, kdeZzto muzi byétnbyt zkuSeni a vybaieni. Jestlize mlada Zena
holdovala pedmanzelskému sexu, byla povaZzovana zdisttei a pohorSovala
spole&nost. Matky se snazily své dcery chrarigg potencionalnim problémem tim, Ze
je upozotiovaly na rizika neck¥hého &hotenstvi a sexualnich chorob. Mnohé mladé
Zeny, gesto Zily sexuélnim Zivotem a negfgtse ho vzdat. Ira L. Reiss uvadi,Ze se
jednalo se bdi o prilezitostny sex v jinych gstech, protoZe si Zeny neé&lyt nezniit
powst a nebo rly stalého partnera, kteryigdstavoval budouciho a milujiciho
manzela. V té dab se nejednalo pouze o heterosexualni svazky. Stawdikym
odpircem homosexualnich svark sodomie byla zakdzana zakonem. Homosexuélové

byli pronasledovani a v mnohychipadech postavenigd soud.

Kerouac ve svém romarNia ces¢ zachycuje pravidla sexualniho chovani, ale
také jejich ¢asté poruSeni, vvmz se Beatnici snazili prokazat svou individudlni
svobodu. Sal a Dean Ziji nekon¢aim zpisobem Zivota, rfeSi otazky budoucnosti,
Ziji ze dne na den a holduji sexu. Dean je napnossedly sexem arfianim partnerek
I partefi. Kerouac nemluviidmo o Cassadyho vztahu s Ginsbergem, pouze uipgeor
na momenty, kdy si Dean a Carlo dlouho do noci gy hledi si do & a schazeji se
za vymluvami literarniho psani. KdyZz Dean tr&as se svou manzelkou, Carlo ma
nesmirné deprese a zarli. Dean se ale divek naduz, je Zenaty s Marylou, svou
prvni Zenou. NiZzeme tedy jen i@dpokladat, Ze Dean i Carlo skryvali svou sexualni
orientaci, aby se vyhnulifgpadnym tresim.

Promiskuita hlavnich hrdini dalSich postav se v ditetns odrazi. Sal na svych
cestach zcela zame oslovuje Zeny, o kterychr@dpoklada, ze sex neodmitnoti. $vé
prvni cest do Denveru, oslovi mladou divku jménem Rita. Nabifl nezavazny sex,
aby ji ukazal krasy milostného aktu. Rita se ukdke prvni divka, ktera nema strach o
svou po¥st ani potebu se emocion&ma Sala vazat. V fibéhu druhé cesty do San
Franciska, Dean nabizi Salovi sex nejen s Manatifaké s nim samotnym. Sal je ale
v rozpacich a pozada Deana, aby z loZnice odeSatylMu se zde projevuje velice
nekonvegng, s trojtaktem souhlasi. Jeji naroky jsou takéauiini, nezmiuje touhy
po domo¥ ani po rodig. Jedinou jeji prioritou se zda byt sex a drogy. dasim

rozchodu s Deanem muZe jenom vyuziva. Sal si édami a Marylou se uz po zbytek
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svych cest vyhyba. Dean mezitim opusti i svou doubenu, Camille, kii které se
rozved| pra¢ s Marylou. Bi Salow navstve se situace mezi Deanem a Camille znova
vyosti a Camille oba mladiky vyhodi na ulici. Dean nevd@enu opustit a vydava se
opet napi¢ Amerikou. Na cestdo New Youku si oft uziva. Tentokrat jeho touha po
mladych @vcatech ho tér pripravi o Zivot, je napaden matkou divky. Oba mlagéc
ale z problém opet snadno dostanou a s8iji do New Yorku, kde Dean potkava Inez.
Tato Zena také neodola Deatawuznosti a @hotni, poZzaduje svatbu a tak se Dean
vydava do Mexica, aby mohl idit levrgjSi rozvodové&izeni. Bhem cesty Mexikem
Sal a Dean nav8tuji verejné domy a holduji sexu s prostitutkami. V t&hsti Kerouac
upozonuje na kriticky nizkou Zivotni Growev Mexiku. Dean oft prokazuje svou
nezodpo¥dnost tim, Ze se oddava nespoutanému sedastqie ho v New Yorku
netr@livé ocekava jeho budouci manzelka a matka jeho dalSiltedinez. Sal, v té
doke nezadany mladenec, nége byt kritizovan. Po velkém dobrodruzsvi plnéhogdr

a sexu #istava chory naikku a Dean s klidem odjizdi za svatit@lkyni, Inez.

Vztahy v knize jsou také pammné netradéni. Sal proziva &kolik pomerné
perspektivnich vztah které vSak nikdy népdi jeho géatelstvi k Deanovi a cestovani.
Na zaatku knihy, poté co se Sal rozvede se svou zZergiZ, jméno je neznamé,
piichazi Dean Moriarty a vSe v Satovivott zase dostava smysl. @aa cestovat a
nevazaf si uzivat. B své prvni cest do San Franciska potkava Terry, mladou a
krasnou Mexianku, se kterou bazbv planuje budoucnost. K jejich spofemu
dlouhodobému souziti bohuzel nikdy nedojde, protbée udani &Sich divodi Sal
odjizdi z@t do New Yorku, kde zanedlouho potka Lucille, ktérd svou Zenskosti
velice okouzli, ale po Spatnych zkuSenostech zbosw@anzelstvi, istava opatrna. @b
pritelkyré jsou dikazem ,shovivavé lasky,” v niz jsou partnerovi sdrél odevzdané.
Lucille a Sal jsou ve vazném vztahu do té doby, seZ New Yorku ukdze Dean
s Marylou. Sexu chtiva Marylou poblouzni Sala, ktertah s Lucille nevaha ukait
Odjizdi s Deanem a Marylou do New Orleans a potéSdn Francisca. Ze Salova
piistupu k Zenam je patrné, Ze v jeho Zivehybi réco, co musi byt konstanin
nahrazovano a nikdy to neni néli§ dlouho. Jedind Zena od které neodeSel bylad.au
Ackoliv podle Kerouacovi biografie, Ann Charters uiaze jedinou Zenou se kterou

chtel byt byla jeho vlastni matka. Kerouacova matkar&tv dile vystupuje jako jeho
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teta, je jeho nesmirnou podporou. S&hdm svych cest je s t&tiou v nepetrzitém
spojeni, pomoci pohlednic fiasto Zzada o penize, které jsou mu beéSigh obtizi

zasilany. Sal svou tetu obdivuje a kdyZ se vradilew Yorku, jde vzdy imo Kk ni.

Deanovou prvni manzZelkou je nezpoutand Maryloujc&eemlada divka
z Denveru. Dean ji podvadi se svou druhou budowmzaelkou Camille, udagnani
jedna nevi o druhéfesto se Dean rozvadi s MarylowikvCamille, s kterou sdili plany
o zalozZeni rodiny. festoZe jejich rodina je materiglmabezp&na, manzelstvi Deana a
Camille neni Upla &astné, protoZze Camille Deana padea, Ze ji neustale Ize. Kdyz
Camille ma oprawné podeteni, Ze ji Dean IZze a tak se rozhodne jejich vztah
neoficialre ukortit. Dean a Salem odjizdi do New Yorku, kde Deark@dhez, svou
treti manZelku a splodi dalSi ditDean se &hem rekolika let #ikrat oZzeni a dvakrét
rozvede. Nakonec se ale vrati ke svyntnda dceram a Camille, kter4d ho pétrn
bezmeza miluje. MiZzeme také fedpokladat, Ze pré&vona je symbolem konvenci a
touzi po rodinném Zivéts otcem jejich &i. Zeny v Deano¥ Zivoté pravdspodobré
znamenaly jistou vasie Deanova pdeba se ozenit fize byt charakterizovana vlivem
doby, v niz otec je ,chlebodarcem a hlavou rodinfitmére Dean nikdy timto
milujicim manzelem a oddanym otcem neni. Inez, jiitd Zena, ho jako jedina z jeho
manzelek nikdy ndgme zpet, prestoze se ji Dean snaziiepwdcit. Stava se
samostatnou a rozhodne se vychovavat s¥gakiv svobodna matka, protoze rozvod uz

v té dok nebyl nic za co by se Zenyiy stydst.

Hlavni mySlenkou knihy je nespoutanost a rebel@igonvergnim zpisokim
Zivota. Dean pedstavuje myslenku amerického snu, na jedné &tapracuje Hlis
tvrdé ani neni nijak Usgny, na druhé strénje naprosto svobodny. Jeho svoboda
spa:iiva v naprosté ignoranci veskerych sgeleskych pravidel, nechodi pravidéldo
prace, je nesny manzelkam a nakonec métido které se nestara. Sal obdivuje jeho
nespoutanost, které on neni zcela schopny pokud puh vlivem alkoholwi drog.
Nakonec ale davaednost hodnotam jako je harmonické manzelstvilg dtmov ged
bourlivym Zivotem ,Na cest” Dean odjizdi z New Yorku na zapad sam.
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Pokud i vy chcete prozit vzruSujici jizdu Amerikpadesatych let, nastupte do jeho

vozu. Dean se uz o vSe postara, ma naipmwohnany plan.
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