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Mr. Yakubu comes from the Auchi region in Central South Nigeria, political zone South-South, state of Edo, Etsako West Local Government. The history of that small part of Nigeria during the pre-colonial and colonial era is a constant subject of his historical and anthropological research, which is demonstrated by five titles of his own articles stated on the list of sources (p. 225).

The present text is the second version of the doctoral dissertation aimed at the Auchi development. It had to set narrower time limits for the Auchi history in comparison with the first version called The Auchi Kingdom and Her Relations with Two External Powers, the Nupe and British: 1800-1960. When working out the second version, the author followed advice of the previous evaluating commission. He submitted this new version at short notice within several months.

The dissertation is composed of 6 chapters, bibliography and pictorial illustrations.
Chapter I - Introduction
The author explains that main reason for accepting the British protectorate by Auchi was the abolition of the preceding enslavement of Auchi by the Nupe people. Mr. Yakubu strives to fill in the gap existing in the Nigerian national history by describing the Auchi micro-history which has been omitted till now by historians who usually were dealing with bigger units like Benin Kingdom or Yoruba states. Time limits of the work are set between the arrival of the British administration to Auchi in 1904 and the end of the Nigerian colonial era in 1960. Government and personality of the otaru Oshivgbele Momoh Idaoh should be accentuated. When stipulating research questions and scope of work, main aims and research intentions are repeated. The principal contribution of the work should consist of presenting and/or judging new elements introduced by the British into the Auchi life and administration. An account of the Auchi development should serve for completing the Nigerian national history. When setting research objectives, the author does not specify how or in what extent his work overcomes or completes existing histories of the Auchi kingdom (Segosime, Arunah, Wajeed etc.).

Primary and secondary sources for the Auchi Kingdom micro-history are comparatively scarce.  The lack of written sources is compensated by making full use of several rare oral sources. All kind of sources including official reports and archival materials can be found in the final part of the work. When using the interdisciplinary approach the quantitative research methodology is adopted.

Chapter II – The Land and People of Auchi Kingdom 
The title of the Chapter Two in the text differs a bit from the title stated in the introductory table of contents (here without “Socio-Cultural Institutions”). The chapter commences with geographical data. Despite several maps included, the notion “non legal boundary” makes unclear the exact limits of the Auchi area, meanwhile higher units like Kukuruku Division are completely clear. The explanation of origins of the Auchi people admits variations, but the legend on Uchi leader is firmly rooted in the oral tradition. With regard to the following text it is useful to describe the early history of the little centralized community. After explaining etymology of the notion of Auchi the part dedicated to kinship and kingship explains also the originally hausa world otaru introduced for the monarch after the Nupe occupation in 1860. The list of dignitaries along with their competences and communication means makes it possible to understand the organization of an African traditional society. Its cohesion supports also religion which passes, in the Auchi case, from venerating local deities to the Islam adopted under the Nupe influence; Christianity introduced later and African traditional religion surviving from the past are, in the long run, exceptions and remnants. There is no doubt that religious ceremonies and festivities consolidate the national identity, therefore their description is important. When observing the interdisciplinary approach announced in Introduction, ethnological particulars on marriage, birth and funeral ceremonies, taboo and totem are introduced. The age grade system is described in detail by using a Benin analogy. The oaths remind the same custom used for arousing the Mau Mau uprising in Kenya (my remark). As for the coronation festival organized for the first king Ikelebe, it is not clear whether it took place in 1819 or as late as in 1860, when the Nupe occupation established monarchy. As a whole, the Chapter Two on socio-political structure, traditional and cultural practices of Auchi people in precolonial times has the ethnological character and dates before 1904.
Chapter III – Indigenous rule and Administration in Auchi Kingdom up to the Eve of Colonial Invasion  
The pre-Nupe administration up to 1860 is characterized as a “well-organized” one. However, the senior system based on age and cooperation of community heads is quite simple and generally common in almost all pre-colonial Africa. Mr. Yakubu describes the hierarchy of traditional institutions, from an individual family up to the Council of State that discussed important issues in the Utsogun village. All data concerning the Odafe system, tasks and legal authority of such institutions including the local priest in village council are supported exclusively by oral sources. Further on, the Nupe penetration into the Auchi realm by means of trade is explained. After the war of succession between the sons of the Nupe royal family in 1830s Auchi was conquered in 1860 by Nupe thanks to better weapons acquired by Nupe from European and/or African traders and thanks to horses obtained from Northern regions. Despite its age grade (i. e. military) organization, Auchi was not able to withstand the pressure without standing army. Nupe than introduced king and system of dignitaries in Auchi subordinate to Etsu Nupe. Later on, under the pressure of British colonial companies Nupe withdrew to Bida where they were overthrown in 1897.

The British diplomatic pressure on Lagos from 1851 and its annexation in 1861 is mentioned as a prelude to posterior overrule of Yoruba states in 1897 and gradual conquest of Northern Nigeria between 1890 and 1906. Within this occupation wave the British turned into liberators of Auchi from the Nupe yoke. That is why the otaru Idaoh Ikelebe signed the British protection treaty in 1904. This was the beginning of the British colonial administrative in Auchi. Abolition of slavery connected with the treaty is an opportunity to give an author’s broad historical explanation of the topic from the abolition of the slave trade in Britain in 1807 to the Berlin conference 1884-1885.

Chapter IV - Britain and the Impact of Her Colonial Policies
It seems to be a bit superfluous to depict in detail all the history of the British colonialism in Africa from the African Association 1788 along with the British trade including commodities acquired for European industry. The annexation of Lagos in 1861 newly mentioned, establishment of British protectorates in Northern and Southern Nigeria in 1899, unification made by Frederick Luggard in 1914 and references to the decolonization process in the 1950s serve for stressing durable consequences of the British influence in all parts of Nigeria. The commercial Courts of Equity and justice established in Bonny in 1850 for the first time and substituted by Native Courts in Southern Nigeria in 1906 for solving disputes ”in a civilized way” are another patterns of the beneficial British influence. Further, the unification of Nigeria under trade companies and the British government between 1879 and 1906 is explained as a process that stimulated Nigerian economic growth. The indirect rule introduced gradually by Sir Frederick Lugard after 1900 granted part of power to traditional native authorities, but British representatives at the head of Native Courts maintained individual kingdoms/chiefdoms subordinated, which was the cause of Auchi, too. The British appointed Native Authorities supported by Native Administration; it also was the otaru of Auchi to be appointed within that colonial political system. Colonial assessors looked after the Native Courts presided over by traditional chiefs including the Auchi king. Economy was subordinated to the British administration, As late as in the 1950s the Education Fund made more accessible the expensive western education system.

Auchi was chosen for a regional administrative centre already by the Emir of Bida in 1895. During the British rule, the Native Court Ordinance of 1914 and 1916 appointed otaru of Auchi as “Native Authority”. After establishing the Kukuruku Division in 1918, Auchi became government station in 1920, thanks to favourable natural conditions.

The author’s passage on the British colonial economic policies covers Nigeria as a whole without mentioning Auchi. Emphasizing export crops in detriment of food crops is accustomed policy of all colonial administrations in Africa. The data concerning the Nigerian production in 1937 and 1960 have no connection to Auchi. When re-elaborating this part of text, the author repeats several formulations word by word (“This had very serious implications for the Nigerian economy.” p. 140). Taxes, monetary policy and transport were subordinated to needs of the respective colonial power all over the world. Thus, it is once again superfluous to give too much space to that topic. 

Any allusion to the “Nigerian Foreign Policy under British Colonial Administration” is useless; the foreign policy was being reserved to colonial powers everywhere. The same colonial power looked for natural and human sources for waging both world wars. Auchi is mentioned as a place of recruitment for the WWII and as a supplier of export crops, particularly cassava. When alluding “the struggle for independence in Nigeria”, the opinion of Obafemi Awolowo dated 1947 should be reminded that “only an insignificant minority [of Nigerians] have any political awareness” (Basil Davidson. Black Man’s Burden. London 1991, p. 107). Auchi in the same way like other parts of colonial Nigeria had no or few reasons for its anti-colonial resistance. This proves Mr. Yakubu when describing activities of the Auchi Progressive Union (APU) acting in major cities as a pressure group; its criticism concerned more otaru than the colonial administration itself. Both the elitist APU and the otaru were appeased by the Western Region Local Government Law dated 1952 which recognised otaru’s traditional authority. Influence of the nation-wide (but defending regional interests) political parties NCNC and AG onto Auchi seems to be weak and indirect one.
Chapter V – The Impact of British Colonial Administration on Auchi Kingdom during the Otaru System of Administration
The history of eight otarus given in chronological order could have been a basis for the whole work, obviously with another title (e. g. “History of the Auchi otaru rule before the Nigerian independence”). The mixture of oral and written sources makes it possible to characterize sufficiently individual reigns. The first otaru Ikelebe Osimhe (1819-1861) and his “well-organized administration” are depicted in a positive way, but the otaru must have been enthroned by Nupe. Thus, it seems that the “cooperation in the region” was compelled by other forces than by otaru himself. Positive features are also ascribed to Imoudu Eburogamhe (1861-1875) who allegedly fostered trade relations and economic growth; such affirmation is not quantified or substantiated enough. His son Idaoh Ikelebe (1875-1905) had to fight for his royal primacy, he also waged war against Uzairue. Despite such inconveniences, it is said that the kingdom “experienced growth and development under his leadership”. Odifili Okeregie-Nokhua (1905) held the kingdom for mere six months. The British supremacy was not too much intensive at that time. Laudatory comments also apply to Ikharo Ikelebe (1905-1919) who “was known for his strength, intelligence, loyalty, and accommodating nature”. Under the British District Commissioner the otaru probably was not fully independent and his participation at the Native Court gave him only limited authority. Nevertheless, according to the Native Authority Ordinance (1916) he was appointed as Auchi Native Authority. Under his rule, Islam was adopted in 1914 and first private school of western type was set up in Auchi. Establishing the Kukuruku Division in 1918 certainly strengthened the colonial supervision. The long-time ruler and District Head Idaoh Oshiogbele Momoh (1919-1944) attracts a detailed attention of Mr. Yakubu, who exceptionally offers even the biography of that otaru who was noteworthy with his 48 wives and 265 children. The trader and landowner built an Islamic school and District Officer’s official residence in Auchi. A dispensary established in 1930 for malaria patients was the first health institution in the kingdom, the first Police Station built in 1932 secured the public order in place. During the second world war, the otaru supported the British war effort; any finance or material contribution is not specified. Under Momoh Jimah Momoh (1945-1955) first post office and hospital were established, telephone lines were extended. The otaru helped British to cover demand for export crops, the production of palm kernels and cacao increased (here substantiated by numbers). After the Macpherson constitution had been proclaimed in 1951 Momoh was elected to the Western House of Assembly; the NCNC party was likely most influential among the Auchi elite, but no political discussion on programmes of parties existing in the country, i. e. NCNC, AG and northern NPC, took probably place. Motives for renaming the Kukuruku Division to Afemai Division in 1954 are not entirely clear. The British colonial administration was likely of good help for the otaru when defending his primacy against pretensions of numerous relatives.

Abubakar Keremi Momoh (1955-1960/1970) was the last otaru to act under British rule. As a member of several colonial organizations he had a chance to pacify clan disputes. The Auchi Technical College, new roads and water scheme enhanced the community life. Otaru’s cooperation with the late colonial administration demonstrates a very lack of the “struggle for independence” in regional politics.
Chapter VI – Summary and Conclusion
This part presents facts previously exposed.
Bibliography 
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Attachments
Maps are included in the text. Fifteen photos in the end depict rulers, court and milieu of Auchi.

Conclusion
Instead of the original patriotic manifesto the new dissertation offers a scholarly more adequate historical text. The history of smaller units as well as the use of oral sources accords with contemporary trends in African historiography. For the general and political history of Auchi, numerous data from ethnology, anthropology or economy have been included. The quantitative research method announced fits for studying what are the relationships between two or more variables - British and Auchi in this case, but more statistics and no complicating interference (Nupe in this case) would be of use. Mr. Yakubu adhered to the continuous temporal line only when presenting the sequence of otarus, for other chapters he made use of the full span of time. Occupations of Nupe and Britain are understood in a positive way – Nupe occupation expanded Islam, British rule extended order and safety. Both strokes brought about the evident cooperation of the Auchi aristocracy with superior powers. This puts unusual but realistic light on the “struggle for independence” and action of political partiers and/or pressure groups.

Regardless of the time limits stipulated by the title of work, the major part of the text is dedicated to events preceding the year 1904. The temporal scope is, in fact, the same compared to the first version. As for the composition of the work, only the Chapter V is new. It points out figures of otarus in a lucid way, putting thus together a chronicle of local politics and main regional events. Regrettably, facts are being frequently repeated (see many “conclusions”) and superfluous information induced (see British discoveries). This “dilutes” the text by weakening the main theme of the Auchi-British relations.

When reflecting oral sources, more criticism or deliberation of their credibility would be convenient. Where there are no definite proofs, it is necessary to admit the limited probability of witnesses’ narratives. The same applies to biographies of otarus which are written in a bit hagiographic way. On the other hand, tensions inside the Auchi community are intimated in a mild way, the apparent authoritarian ruling methods of otarus are apologized or left out.

There is a moot question how to denominate the African native monarchy whose constitutive elements come from outside. How to draw line between subjects like “chief/chiefdom”, “king/kingdom” or “clan leader/ancestral society”, how can be specified precisely the exact contents of that words? Is it suitable to use the notion „kingdom“ and “king” for Auchi where the first “king” (from 1821), the third head of the community at the same time, was enthroned as late as in 1860 by Nupe superiors? In the above text, the same local representatives occasionally are called differently, e. g. “chief of clan Uzairue” and “king Omogbai of Uzairue” (p. 165). The work offered opportunities to deliberate more accurate definitions of fundamental notions connected with the African state.
The principal positive features of the dissertation are as follows:

1. Mr. Yakubu managed to gather most useful information concerning the development of Auchi. The valuable gist of his dissertation enlarges substantially a few works dedicated to Auchi history until now.

2. The needful micro-history is sufficiently accompanied by national and international history.

3. Mixing oral and written and sometimes also comparative ethnology sources is efficient in this case; number and quality of written sources improved compared to the first version of the work. The “oral history” method has been used in a reasonable way to fill in many gaps existing in other kind of sources. It must be admitted that the hierarchy of sources is different in African and European historiography.

4. Facts from politics, ethnology, anthropology, sociology, religion and economy prove the multidisciplinary approach.

5. The contents makes our understanding of African social and political processes more profound particularly as regards colonialism and decolonisation.

Regardless of discordances in time, composition and interpretation stated above, I herewith recommend the work to be defended. 
Ass. Prof. Jan KLÍMA
University of Hradec Králové

28 October 2024
