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Slovní vyjádření k hodnocení bakalářské práce:
This EFL master’s thesis is at quite a high level in terms of the quality of language and information. The theoretical approach which combines a primarily structural linguistic methodology filtered through the historical-cultural context serves to create a well-developed set of ideas and main points. 

After an introduction, the DP author summarizes the development of American political rhetoric in the 20th century. After touching upon Aristotelian fundamentals a survey of written vs. spoken mode, techniques, themes and historical periods is lucidly and concisely put forth. Not surprisingly in an essay about Martin Luther King, Jr., religion, racism and protest are highlighted, with figuration centered around the latter category compared to the rhetoric of authority through tropes of two American presidents who were in office during King’s heyday, J. F. Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson, whose own two contrasting personal histories and rhetorical styles are fruitfully compared to that of Dr. King. Thus even in the opening theoretical chapters a complex network of diverse persuasive techniques and themes is established which will be explored even further in the later analytical chapters.  

Continuing the introductory theoretical background, in the next chapter a rich typology of rhetorical and linguistic devices is methodically outlined, including metonymy, metaphor, word play and intertextual features as well as the use of personal pronouns, dynamic vs. stative verbs, Jakobson’s six language functions and finally Austin’s speech acts and performatives. The DP author peppers her description of each category with absolutely clear and specific examples both from King’s speeches and writings as well as from other authentic texts. This is all accomplished in the space of six pages.

Next, in what is an exceptional synthesis of historical-cultural and linguistic features, an acute exploration of the Southern Baptist Oratorical Tradition is presented in pages 23-26. After a brief historical summary, figures of “togetherness,” the “rhetoric of freedom,” the “journey motif,” and Old Testament tropes are delineated. This chapter ends with a reference to another intriguing “rhetorical tool,” the “shift of tenses [e.g. from past, to present perfect to present continuous] connected to the change of agents placing the audience directly into a Biblical story.” (25)

In the longest sections of the DP, the analysis proper begins of four speeches by Dr. King, ranging from 1954 to 1967. Each of the thematic, rhetorical and linguistic features classified in the opening chapters is used to examine multiple aspects of the orations in a breakdown that extends to semiotics. Old and especially New Testament Biblical tropes are described, for example, through the exact ways they are used to figure real events and issues in the lives of King’s audiences. To lend an even greater gravity to the discussion, each speech is coherently situated in its historical time and place, thus paving the way for the next chapter in which the themes, persuasive techniques and other rhetorical devices in King’s orations are classified in terms of their ongoing development. Notable in this respect is the evolution over the years of the content of the texts from purely civil rights concerns to broader issues such as poverty and the Vietnam War. Parallel to this thematic development, one thought-provoking finding traces King’s emerging national and global prominence in his gradual increase of the use of “I” as opposed to in his earlier speeches the “avoidance of the first person singular which would claim his [own] authority.” Austin is then again cited in a consideration of the evolution from in the first speeches “to provide advice and warn” to the later texts’ use of stronger persuasive themes and tactics, as well as including more current factual information and statistics. (58) These are extensive, lucid, clearly-expressed results of a thoughtful and well-organized academic investigation.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The DP writer rounds out her inquires by returning to a more comprehensive theme by comparing King’s rhetoric to two of his contemporaries in the Civil Rights Movement, Roy Wilkins and Malcolm X (although the latter may not have agreed with this categorization of his work). Again these are two excellent choices for comparison, since Wilkins is generally seen as more conservative (at least in terms of rhetoric) and Malcolm X’s speeches can certainly be called more radical regarding goals and figuration. Highlighted here is Malcolm’s use of sarcasm along with his broader approaches and more complicated rhetorical strategies.

This is one of the best master’s theses I have ever been associated with, and on a final note the author must be commended for her own initiative and creative processes. She sought out not only many different types of linguistic, historical-cultural and other discourses to use in her research, but she took it upon herself to consult with several academics both from inside and outside of our department in the pursuit of her goals. The final result was for me an absolute pleasure to read; it will remain a fine example for future students at the bachelor and master’s level of what is possible with creativity, dedication and hard work. Kudos are definitely in order.



	V ý s l e d n á   k l a s i f i k a c e*
(možnosti klasifikace - výborně, velmi dobře, dobře, nevyhověl)
	
výborně



Doporučuji / Nedoporučuji diplomovou práci k obhajobě.


Dne:	13.5.2015				           	Daniel P. Sampey
							Podpis vedoucího práce
