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1. Introduction

Great Britain is a country of many races, beleisl possibilities. This land lures
people who want to change their lives. In otherdspBritain promises to give equal
opportunities to everyone. To find whether it isetran ethnographic and a case study is
performed. The study uses different theories inudunts to observe the male mobility
in the 1970’s and 1980's in Great Britain. Thugs thaper compares the individual
theories in documents with Martin Amis’ worl&iccessand Money The purpose of
this paper is to describe, compare and analyze makeglity in the 1970’s and 1980’s in
Britain with Martin Amis’ main characters.

Due to the fact that Martin Amis’ works were pushied in 1978 Successand
1984 Money), they were influenced by social and politicalgpactives of that time. To
get the most valid results, this study applies kiest development and changes
concerning the social and the research background.

This paper answers the question what images of malbility are conveyed in
Martin Amis’ writings in comparison with the realitThe hypotheses are that Amis’
characters reflect the social division in the 1878hd 1980’s in Great Britain; Amis’
characters prove the possibility of changing tlssicial class through various factors;
Amis’ characters point to inequity in the societyreat time.

This study attempts to make a contribution touhderstanding of Martin Amis’
works as well as the society of that time. Althougiach research has been done on this
particular topic, there are still some areas opanfdirther examination. The main
problems are based either on conflicting evidemoen fthe previous studies or on the
chosen methods. Therefore, the exploration of tlade nmobility in the 1970’s and
1980’s in the United Kingdom is done along with @dsmparison of Martin Amis’
works.

This paper uses qualitative and quantitative rebeperspectives as there are
figures and tables included. The research type mabination of a case and an
ethnographic study. Consequently, contemporaryribeand methods are used to
study the real life culture. Therefore, the papeakes use of primary and secondary

sources.



This paper concentrates on the works of Martin #AnHlis ten novels were
published during the last three decades (1970-2080)of them deal with society,
sexuality and money and are widely reviewed antitiméd. His works have given him
the status of an influential British writer who haainted out the decline of the values in
the society.

The paper structure follows consecutively. Theothgcal part of this paper
describes society and the issue of change. Inpiudt perspectives fall into five main
categories: society, immigration and anti-discriation laws; the social classes in the
20th century Britain; mobility within the socialasses; the main political changes in
the 1970’s and 1980’s and the latest findings engbcial and the research background.
Secondly, the paper concentrates on the authorirMAnis. His opinions as well as
their reflection in his works are discussed. In gractical part, Martin Amis’ work
Successs introduced and evaluated according to the tingeotheses. Then, Martin
Amis’ work Money is observed similarly td&Success The conclusion presents the

obtained results.



2. Society and its changes in the 20th century

During the 20th century, the British society hddmged notably. This chapter is
devoted to the perception and division of sociaksés from their origin to the present
day. Along with the changes in anti-discriminatitews and the social division
throughout the 20th century, the expression 'alagbility’, the term explained in this
chapter, has newly appeared. Furthermore, speteati@n is paid to the main political
perspectives in the 1970’s and 1980’s in the UnKethdom as Martin Amis’ works
were published at that time. Finally, this chapseconcluded by the latest findings in
the social and the research background.

2.1 Society, immigration and anti-discrimination laws

“The society is a group of people living in a deter geographical area, sharing
common systems reflected in their customs, valuésys, arts and
technology.”(“Glossary of Key Words”).

The quote above suggests that the society islglesenected with its tradition
and location. This paper deals with the Britishistyc During the 20th century, the
British population has expanded significantly. Véhit the beginning of the 20th
century the British population was formed by appreately 37 million inhabitants, in
2007 Britain had nearly 61 million inhabitants (fRdation Estimates”). Such growth
was reflected in two main areas. The first areamsnigration. With arrival of
immigrants, the British society and culture weransformed. Not only have the
immigrants brought their customs and beliefs withnm, but also prospective rivalry.
That emulation mainly concerned employment and a&filuc. Consequently, the second
area is aimed at anti-discriminatory laws. Thoseslahould ensure that no one will be
inequitably treated in terms of colour, genderizeitship, sexual orientation, race or
religion.

The below listed laws have been valid when Ma#tmis wrote his two novels
and are reflected in them. The main anti-discrirmamalaws are:

1967 Sexual Offences AtBexual Offences Act”) allowed a homosexual reaship

between two men or women who were over twentyorssyeld. However, it also



stated that the relationship should be a privatéemavioreover, it covered just England
and Wales.

1970 Equal Pay Act'Equal Pay Act”)was focused on equal conditions for men and
women in the same employment. It concerned the sdraece of getting the desired
position at work as well as the same rating ofvioek.

1975 Sex Discrimination Adt'Sex Discrimination Act”)was aimed at the equity
between men and women either in the employmentealudation or in special cases
(such as sports, partnerships, violations, etc).

1976 Race Relations A¢tRace Relations Act”) was focused on unfair treatnof
persons with different race, ethic or national imi$g It concerned social security, health
care and person’s dignity.

1976 ScottistSexual Offences A¢tincest and Related Offences Acgyohibited any
male or female person to have a sexual intercowmtie a related person. The Act
contained the table of relationship degrees andmians for incest accusations.

2.2 Social classes in the 20th century Britain

A social class has been variously defined. Basical social class represents a
group of people who have similar economic and efilutal positions. However, the
definition depends on a viewpoint.

Rossides claims (1998, pp. 22-24) that in anclérgece, Plato was the first
philosopher who mentioned the basics of the sodetision. He pointed out that an
individual who is a master of something should ddHie also stated that there were
certain groups of people who were more capable oofies jobs. Pluto’s follower
Aristotle found that the former Greek society cob&leither “monarchy, aristocracy or
"polity" (moderate, law-abiding democracy)”.(Rossd 1998, p. 25).

“With the end of the city-state (300 B.C.), sodiaory declined and lay fallow
until theorists (almost 2,000 years later) begampuazle over the nature of the
society (capitalism) that was replacing feudal-atthrianism.” (Rossides, 1998,
p. 32).



During the medieval Englahdsociety was divided into nobility and peasanéy.
the beginning of the 16th centdryhe middle class was formed. It grew fast andexa
to gain influence. At that time, people believedtheir predetermination to the social
class. The Victorian Periddneant change in people’s mind. They started totisee
individual being responsible for their social statis the Victorian Period is considered
to be full of employment opportunities. Neverthslethe British population was still
divided into the working class, the middle clasd #re upper class. The last division of
classes stayed valid so far. However, new subcaesgavere added to that division
during the Thatcher Era.

The Thatcher Era gained its name after the forfetish Prime Minister
Margaret Thatcher who was in the office from 19891890. Her first term as the
British Prime Minister was marked with British ecwnic crises. Thatcher had to
increase taxes and to close down many unsuccdsstories. That necessarily led to
higher unemployment. The peak of unemployment wadB3 when Great Britain had
nearly 3 million unemployed people. At that timbe tterm underclass (the poorest
social class in the social system) emerged.

The British class system has not eminently charsyece the 1980's. Its structure
is similar to the class schema developed by Erik@woidthorpe and Portocarero (EGP
schema) in the late 1970’s.

The EGP schema describes in detail the individledses. Generally, the upper
class represents Class |, the upper-middle classtitates Class I, the middle class
represents Class Ill to Class IV and the workirayv@r) class is made of Class V to
Class VII (See the next page.).

Obviously, the social class can be distinguishexbaling to other patterns than
education and occupation. However, the economicemaded in this paper, which
concentrates on employment and income, should imave valid and permanent values
than the political model. According to Clarke (19823) both an ideological foundation
and the society achievements play a crucial rokaénperception of society. Therefore,
the study is mainly focused on economic perspeatitie respect to political theories of

the 1970’'s and 1980’s and class manners in Britain.

! Medieval England from 1066 to 1485.
% The 16th century was called Tudor Dynasty.
® The Victorian Period is connected with the 19thtaey.



EGP class schema (Houtman, 2004, pp. 31-32)

EGP Description %
class

Class | Higher grade professionals, self-employeshtaried, higher grade 15.0
administrators and officials in central and localgrnment and in
public and private enterprises, managers in largdudtrial
establishments; large proprietors

Class I Lower grade professionals and higher greasthnicians; lowef 30.2
grade administrators and officials; managers inlismeiness and
industrial establishments and in services; supersisf nonmanual
employees

Class lll | Routine non-manual workers: clerical wenk sales personnel, angd1.2
other rank-and-file employees in services

Class IV | Petty bourgeoisie: small proprietors, uddhg farmers and5.3
smallholders; self-employed artisans and all otlwavn account”
workers apart from professionals

ClassV | Supervisors of manual workers and lowedgrgechnicians (t07.5
some extent manual work)

Class VI | Skilled manual workers in all branchesnalustry 5.8

Class VII | Semi-skilled and unskilled manual workens industry and 14.2
agricultural workers

Unknown 0.7

Total 100.0

2.3 Mobility within social classes

The social mobility is the human capability oédrmovement within the social
classes both upwards and downwards.

There are many questions concerning the socialilityols if a social class is
determinated by family; if so, in what way; whethar individual can move freely
within the social classes; how, and to what extdnén individual can change their
social status; and whether society allows the iddial to change their social class.

To clarify these problems, a close look is takenfamily class determination.
This chapter reveals which family member (if angheceived family social position.
Hereafter, the study focuses on the family as alevibobserves family social role and

its connection with the class. Later on, the chapiplores the mobility opportunities



and their scale for an individual person. It akskets into consideration the society’s will
to accept the individual's social class change.dlthe following claims relate to the
1970’s and 1980’s Britain.

“Sociologists have in the past regarded the fam@lyhe unit of class stratification
and have taken the father’s position to be the tpaiste to the social class of the
household as a whole.” (Heath, 1999, p. 2 and Bayne

The statement was valid before the legalizatiotheftwo main Acts (i.eEqual

Pay Actin 1970 andSex Discrimination Acin 1975). Since then, the female wages
have increased substantially. Moreover, Goslingsa@®03, p. 36) that women have
started to be employed in typically male professiowith higher income and better
work positions, women have gained equal effectamnilfy’'s social class determination.
For reasons given, the social status of the familg marked by the higher employment
class of a parent. Alternatively, the social staitishe family was derived from their
joint income.

No less important is the research on social role.

“The social role is a socially expected behaviottgga associated with an
individual’'s function in various social groups. Bslprovide a means for social
participation and a way to test identities for cmsual validiation by significant
others, for example, roles within the family stwret”(*Mosby’s Medical
Dictionary™)

Thus stated, the society expects that an individilhbehave in consonance with
their social class. When both parents are fronmstime social class, there should not be
a problem to categorize the family. The issue angken the parents are from different
social backgrounds or have an adopted child whe gie in different social class until
the adoption. In the article by Fergusson, Horwand Lawton (2006, pp. 1145-1160)
“differences in the family background have fairlygbconsequences on the infant
psyche.” Such a child is in a chaotic situation nat knowing where to belong.
Similarly, a couple from different social backgraisncan be in an uneasy situation.
Usually, in order to understand one another, ommeabegins to copy the customs and
manners of the other partner.

Yet, an open question remains whether the soldakanfluences our manners or
vice versa. It is undeniable that a person ledmes manners from their surroundings.

As a result, the person acquires their family, stlamd work manners. Thus stated, the



social class is a solid factor influencing mannétswever, an exemption can appeatr.
The exemption lies in the approach towards sodiates by an individual. Provided

that people are from the middle class family andgiat universities, it is probable that
such people will change their social class. Obuigute opposite model can function

as well (middle class people sticking with workiclgss people). This paper takes into
account this contrast (manners affecting the sateas or the contrary) in the analysis
of Martin Amis’ works.

As mentioned, the individual can change their aogosition through education.
Moreover, there is another element which can ewtker social class determination.
Social skills can compensate for a better classducation. In other words, the
individual is regarded as partly responsible fairtlsocial status. Yet, the society’s will
to accept the individual’'s change of the sociassls observed. Before the 1970’s, the
Osborne’s play.ook Backin Angerwas edited (1956). It reflects the life of the app
middle class. The main character of the play isnéglligent man, who would like to
change his social class to a better one (uppes)cléowever, he strikes against his
family and surroundings.

The society perception in the 1970’s and 1980idctbe different. The article by
Butler, Hamnett and Ramsden (2008, pp. 67-88) cotaethe conclusion that the
society mostly accepted the social class change the working class to the middle
class in the capital of the United Kingdom. Excépndon, it was not so typical to
change the social class in the 1970’s and 1980isréffore, the society out of London

did not really experience the individual’'s changé¢he social class.

2.4 Main political changes in the 1970’s and 1980’s

In this chapter, the attention is driven to thditipal changes of the 1970’s and
1980’s in the United Kingdom. These changes comzkrreforms in education,
legalization of some acts, and the politics of Rridtinister Margaret Thatcher.

Whitty believes (2002, p. 47) that children edisratwas up to their teacher’s
assesment by the 1970’s. That is to say, the edacags in hand of local educational
authorities. The change came with the election afddret Thatcher (1979). Not only

did she insist on joint decision-making about edocaby government departments,



teachers and parents but she also establishedaoongrehensive schools for children.
This was immediately reflected in higher numbes@fondary educated pupils.

During the 1970’s and 1980’s many acts were pasBee most important ones
areSexual Offences Act, Equal Pay Act, Sex Discrinanact, Race Relations Aahd
Incest and Related Offences ABY their recognition, social and political atties have
changed. This paper suggests that the changdtatiat was only formally not publicly
accepted.

Margaret Thatcher had many significant contribngia@uring her political career.
During her government (1979-1990), British econowsitaation had improved, many
anti-discriminatory laws were accepted and the atioic system was reversed.

2.5 The latest findings in social and research background

So far, many British sociologists depended on18@2 Nuffield Mobility Study
which was focused on the male mobility in 1972. ldwger, this study is too narrowly
targeted. Its reliability and validity is impugned the study results from one sample of
males of a particular year and it lacks the recofdbe last quarter of a century.

Not many facts have been collected since the eEI0Os, though Heath and
Payne’sSocial Mobilityhas brought new interesting outcomes. It dealls thi¢ findings
from the British Election Survey{BES) which were gathered between 1964 to 1997.
These findings compare the data which are maimhediat intergenerational mobility.

It uses the ‘father-son methbdPayne and Roberts (2002, p.1) use the BES Tablel
below to compare employment of a father and hisdewimg 1972 to 1997.
Tablel

Table 1: Male Class Distrihutions 1972-1997 (%)

Sons Fathers
1 2 3 1 2 3
1972 264 154 482 145 285 370
1983 336 6.7 397 179 296 525
1987 348 263 389 187 314 50.0
1992 384 43 373 212 272 516
1997 364 289 346 236 350 414

* Father-son method lies in the comparison betwa#tef's and son’s employments.



Number 1 represents the service class which wgsanghng. Number 2
corresponds with the manual class which was caimigaand number 3 represents the
intermediate class which was fluctuating.

Thourough the last years, sociologists have besterned with distinction of
social mobility. Majority of specialists divide sat mobility into two sections, i.e.
absolute social mobility and relative social md#ili

“Absolute social mobility is concerned with the albde number or proportion of
people in a social group who are upwardly or downawaobile. Relative social
mobility is concerned with the chances people faifferent backgrounds have of
attaining different social positions.”(Aldridge, @D, p.3).

This paper mainly focuses on relative social mghbds it is widely considered to

be a pacing factor of equal society.

“An open society is regarded as morally desirable,well as being 'socially
efficient’ because those with talents, regardlédsaokground, move to fill those
positions which require particular talents for thdischarge.”(Payne, 2002, p.1
and Roberts)
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3. Martin Amis as an author

Martin Louis Amis was born in Oxford in 1949 a® thecond of three children.
Not only for being the son of the famous novelistkSngsley Amis, he has become a
significant English writer.

In 1961 M. Amis’ parents divorced and he stayethwis father. Consequently,
M. Amis met many influential writers at that tinldoreover, he attended many schools
abroad which gave him a better insight in the sgcide graduated froraxeter College
Oxford and shortly after the graduation published hist firovel The Rachel Papers
(1973). His early works are supposed to be inflednzy Jane Austen, Charles Dickens
and Robert Louis Stevenson. Later on, Amis’ wonlesa@nsidered to be marked with J.
L. Borges, Saul Bellow, Christopher Hitchens, ViattiNabokov, Salman Rushdie and
others’ clues. Nevertheless, Amis hesitates to aimi

Among Martin Amis’ most successful novels belddgccesg1978), Money: A
Suicide Not€1984),London Fieldg1989),Time’s Arrow: Or the Nature of theffence
(1991),The Information(1995) andNight Train(1997).

Martin Amis is often regarded as a follower of Fasher Kingsley Amis. Since
both are rated as truly rewarding British writerBondeal with the similar issues.
However, Martin disclaims that being a son of theccessful writer would

automatically mean to be writer himself.

“| also have to admit my father as an early inflicen read his stuff, but also felt
like it was an independent decision that | madeet@ writer”. (“Martin Amis”).

Successas well adMoneybelong to early works of Martin Amis. Amis admits
(“Martin Amis”) his preoccupation with the portrdyaf that time in these two works.
Yet, he highlights that he has never studied sogibr history so his works should be
treated as fictional.

London is a pivotal place in many of Amis’ workBhus, Successand partly
Money are placed there. London is truly a place whicht@s many artists to spend
some time there and to be inspired. When refleabnd-ondon, Amis uses (“Martin
Amis”) a comparison “the fish doesn’t ask about Waer.” In other words, London
provides everything a writer could need. What Adhefinitely needs is to observe the

society and to describe people’s flaws. His fictisraimed at amorality, cruelty, riots,
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alcoholism (Amis’ sister Sally died of it), greedguarrels, mortality and the overall
decline of society. He criticizes society of negjleg its souls. Therefore, most of his
novels contain advice on life. He deals with thg bocial problems carefully. He
mostly uses the lower and upper classes to poimteguity within the society. Due to
his fondness to the two extreme classes, he ddassoally deal with the middle class.
“The middle class are written about by everyon&igrtin Amis”).

3.1 Martin Amis’ opposer and model

Many critics and readers have been interested irs/Aamily life as his life is
full of delicate affairs. Too often, some writensquire into Amis father and son
complicated relationship. Primarily, the troubletationship is believed to be caused by
father and son different personalities. In consoeamvith a journalist Preston
(“Telegraph™) “Kingsley grew up as an angry youngum[with fear of being alone
while Martin as] an extremely shy boy with sensitivto class.” Subsequently,
Kingsley Amis’ opposition to accept Martin’s worllgl not make the situation easier.

Quite surprisingly, Kingsley Amis’ best friend RpiLarkin became Martin’s
friend as well. Furthermore, Martin associates kifnwith Larkin’s view of political
correctness. As Amis points out (1991, pp. 79-8fljtipal correctness is “another ton
of false consciousness, to add to the megatonalsd tonsciousness already abroad,
and then a blacklash.” Martin and Philip Larkin daanother crucial characteristic in
common. They both are denoted as pessimists. Wlat&in's negativism can be
explained by his youthful experience of World WirAmis’ attitude is a subject of an
open debate.
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4. Success

4.1 Summary of Success

Rivers Hall is a mansion in Cambridge area. Thingils Gregory and Ursula
Riding were brought up there along with their fodbeother Terence Service. The
upbringing and proper education, though, were appdifor Riding’s children. While
Gregory and Ursula’s childhood was worriless antl @i their incestuous plays,
Terence had to face cruelty and eventually a muildris family (his father killed
Terence’s sister).

As adults, Gregory and Terence share a flat indbon Terence works as a
salesperson. He always feels wretched, unlovedelmamed and unable to accept his
past and social status. Ironically, Gregory works iquite prosperous art gallery due to
his social status and connections. He enjoys lf@d sexual affairs and money
spending. One day, Terence falls in love with lmke@ague Jan. He tries hard to seduce
her, so he takes her to bars. He ensures the v#laaribr them, however Gregory
breaks a promise and stays in the flat also. Afterchaotic call from hospital about
Ursula’s suicidal attempt, Terence leaves Gregoithh dan in the flat. The next day,
Terence learns that Jan was unfaithful to him. &itie infidelity, Terence starts to
change his view of life.

Terence gets a new work position as a clerk. Hamnms on his co-workers and
earns more money. Meanwhile, Ursula moves in hathbrs’ flat. Gregory reveals he is
a liar. His job is not amusing, his queer friends @ot true friends and even his salary is
ridiculous. In addition, he gets paranoid and diayhobic. The more Riding's children
are messed up with the demands of the societydtier for Terence’s self-confidence.

In order to make the SUCCESS even more apparamente seduces Ursula.
Gregory finds them at play and the revenge is takipion this exposal, Ursula commits
suicide. Discharged from employment, broken, extemugnd mad Gregory returns

home while Terence stays in London and believédsight tomorrows.
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4.2 Reflection of social division

4.2.1 Employment and educational perspective

At the beginning of the novel, work positions divihg conditions of Gregory’s
and Terence’s fathers are contrasted. Whilst Gyggdather works as an estate agent
who lives in an extensive mansion, Terence’s fathea carpenter who lives “in the
Scovill Road area of Cambridge, not quite a slurhdming that way ” (p. 25). Amis
purposely chose the two extreme social classeg $iaavanted to make the difference
between them more transparent. Thus, living comkti money and ease of Riding’s
family is in sharp contrast with living conditionsck of money and distress spirit of
Service’s family. After the murder of Terence’stsr, Terence is adopted by the upper-
class Riding’s family. Even though Terence offiljiabecomes a part of Riding’s
family, he is not treated equally. His foster sigk have never truly accepted him. To
them, Terence was just a thing to laugh at. “LéBse laugh at Terence’s expense, |
[Gregory] thought. That's what we’re here for, af@l — to have some fun with
him.”(p. 22) Here, Amis points out that being adampby an upper-class family does not
necessarily mean to become one of them. The R&lwgl assuming that Terence is a
part of them is doubted. The quote also suggeatsRiting’s siblings were brought up
to feel superior to the lower-class. Furthermorerefce’s different origin is reflected
on his studying. Whereas he attends village scli@@gory attends a private one. Amis
emphasizes that the social class and educationmajer factors influencing the
future.To support his idea, Gregory gets a jobrnirag gallery because of his familiar
name and Terence is lucky to find a job as a satesp. Nonetheless, there is already a
slight shift in father-son social status. While Guwey's father is a landowner and
therefore he belongs to the upper-class (ClassharEGP schema), Gregory is a stores
clerk and is part of the upper-middle class (Clhss the EGP schema). Similarly,
Terence’s father is a manual worker, so he reptedbe lower-class (Class VI in the
EGP schema) and Terence, as a salesperson, bétotigs middle-class (Class Il in
the EGP schema).

14



4.2.2 Financial viewpoint

Not surprisingly, Gregory’s and Terence’s occumatiaffects their financial
potentialities. Gregory, who has always been usedot to withhold from anything,
enjoys posh restaurants, invests into his clotbas,and drugs. “The drugs | like are
cocaine and mandrax — both far too expensive faryTe(p. 98). Terence spends
money on cigarettes, beer and cheap wines. Yegn€erdoes not appear to bother
about money spending. As long as Terence has bigpchlcohol and cigarettes, he is
satisfied. Amis stresses the fact that the lowasslis used to deal with lack of money
and having more does not really change their Gfensequently, the appearance of the
main characters is set against. “I [Terence] loikle leducated lower-class middle-
management, the sort of person you walk past irstiteet every day and never glance
at or notice or recognize again.” (p. 11). Gregany,the other hand, wears the most
stylish clothes, looks gentlemanly and is highlypnagkable. Amis’ attitude is that the
lower class does not care about its look when gpeuclass is obsessed with it. Indeed,
once Terence is earning lots of money, he doekmaw what to do with them. He even
tries to buy some clothes but he does not haveegfiaste. Contrastively, Gregory
cannot resign to cheaper clothes, drinks, etc...linca live on the money | am paid.
Nobody could. [...] Money has robbed me of everythihgd.” (p. 182).

4.2.3 Relations insight

Gregory’s life is full of amatory affairs. Not gnldoes Gregory represent the
better society but also he is extremely attractie.is well-aware of his glamorous
visage and he uses it to his advantage. It seeatght upper-class is amoral mainly
due to boredom. Moreover, Amis clearly associates upper-class with homosexual
and incestuous tendencies. Gregory perceives iasest strip of warped lead from the
gutter presses, a twitch in the responses of fpihiis and suburbanites, a 'sin' only in
the eyes of the hated and the mean.” (p. 66), Wiekence cannot even imagine it.

Besides, Amis signalizes that the sexual intes®is closely related to the social
class. He mentions it many times as in Gregoryugit “Perhaps Miranda really
wasn’'t within his [Terence’s] range. Perhaps, ldeemuch else, it's all a question of

class.” (p. 45). Gregory highlights it once moreemrhe answers to Terence’s request
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not to make love with his girlfriend “Oh, don’t l#® wet. And so ridiculous. | don’t
fuck the lower classes.” (p. 114).

Thorough the novel, the upper-class scorns andaisitbe lower-class. The queer
club Torka’s is a luxurious place full of rich, 'enannered’, and handsome people. It
is not possible for an ordinary person to enteddwever, it also appears to be a place
of a pious hypocrisy. As soon as Gregory startsatee financial problems, he finds out
that he is unwelcome in the club. Furthermore, Ise ascertains that he has no real
friends. Amis does not intend to show that the wmbess is full of false friends. More
likely, he suggests that the whole society is eVllrough Terence, the lower-class’
relationships are displayed as corrupted too.

4.2.4 Linguistic view

The last feature of the class division is the asafylanguage and names in the
novel. Amis deliberately plays with the languagdoth main characters. The language
of Terence is as plain as his social class. Amdi@p obscene words, repetitive phrases
and gap fillers to intensify the impression of tlesver-class. Terence admits that
“language like everything else about me these dggts worse and worse.” (p. 25).
However, Terence improves his language after gtamtudrom City Collegeevening
course. On the other hand, Gregory’'s language as aed full of poetic expressions.
Once he realizes his true situation (not havingoadgjob and lots of money), his
language is rapidly deteriorating.

In the novel, the choice of names was not accademamis reveals the
importance of names when comparing Gregory's anerice’s girlfriends. Terence
describes Gregory’s girlfriends as “haughty sireith convex faces, collar-stud bums
and names like Anastacia and Tap.”(p. 10). Gregoopinion on names shows when he
tries to remember the name of Terence’s girlfrieddan? Janice? Janet? — something
ridiculous like that.” (p. 89). Amis notices thesasiation of name with the social class.
He proceeds to extremities when he differentiadtessocial class of a parent according
to its child name. When Terence does a quiz in gaziae, he answers the following

question:

“Would you call your son (a) Sebastian, Clarencentgue, or (b) Michael,
James, Robert, or...As | poised to give the (b) seaciin imperious tick (I hadn’t
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fallen for all that (a) bullshit), my eye trailedver the (c) section, which ran: (c)
Norman, Keith, Terry. The biro tinkled from my har@ my dad was a yob.” (p.
58)

4.3 The possibility of the social class change

In SuccessGregory’s and his father’'s occupations are meetio Amis also
discloses Terence’'s and his father's jobs. When pawed to the EGP schema,
Gregory’s social class is one level lower thanfatber’'s class. Nonetheless Terence’s
social class is three levels higher than his fathelass. Only the finding concerning
Terence and his father confirms the data from ti€S Brablel. In the table, the
percentage of son’s and father’s class distribusaregistered. It shows that the manual
class is formed of less sons than fathers in 1842edl as 1983. Contrastingly, the table
presents that the service class was developed ch rhigher number of sons than
fathers in 1972 and 1983. In consonance with Amgin characters, the male mobility
was possible both downwards and upwards in Lontater on in the novel, Terence
graduates fronCity Collegeand gets a better job along with his remove tolbier
class. Moreover, Gregory acknowledges the impogaf@ducation.

“I wish now that | had studied more, and done laditt But | didn’t do anything. |
thought proper people didn't need to. They do nqy."183).

This Amis’ comment supports thptoper peopléhe upper-class) cannot rely on their
social status at the end of the 1970’s. The edutappears to be an element factor
influencing a social class. Amis precisely portréys effects of Thatcher's educational
reform. Indeed, the consequence of education foemg public is enhanced rivalry
among social classes.

Not by mistake, women’s occupations are not closiggicted in the novel. It
seems that Amis perceives a male to be a detertnfi@nfamily social class. To make
his view of women even more perceptible, Amis’ eltaer Gregory claims “They keep
trying to understand you; they keep wanting to tablout proper things; they keep
trying to be people.” (p. 18).

The novel also suggests that an individual’s movemséthin social classes is
gregariously feasible. Yet, both Gregory and Teegmave to demonstrate certain social
skills to gain a better social class. Majority eople’s view of social skills is in conflict
with Amis’ perspective. While many of us associsteial skills with positive human
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gualities, Amis creates a parallel between socikillss and negative human

characteristics. In fact, the title of the nolccessan be explained as successful
males who are capable of anything in order to datwthey want. Success at all costs.
Indeed, once Gregory is in the higher society he tbahave their manners (i.e. to be
frivolous and volatile). Similarly, Terence getdetter job under the condition that he
will inform on his colleagues. Therefore a soci@ss can be interpreted as impacting

our manners.

4.4 The inequity within the society

In the previous chapter, availability of educationgeneral public is mentioned.
Amis’ Successagrees with Thatcher’'s ideology of accesible etlocafor everyone
through Terence who takes an evening course iCityeCollegein London. Yet, there
are aspects which are in contrast with the optimiShatcher's and Amis’ points of
view. Higher number of educational institutions slagot automatically mean more
students. Education is not only a matter of a pessstudy skills but also it is closely
connected with money. Terence visits @igy Collegebecause his boss pays the tuition.
If it was not for his boss countenance, Terencelevowt be able to pay the fees. It
suggests that Thatcher’s educational reform didealty solve the class-distinction.

Many anti-discriminatory laws had been passednduthe writing and the
release of this novel. The novel produces an insigh the society’s perception of the
new laws.Sexual Offences A¢L967) allowed a homosexual relationship betwden t
same sexes, however it stated that such a relatpeblould be a private matter. Indeed,
the homosexuality is regarded similarly in the do@Gregory has many sexual affairs
with both females and males but he never bringsade nto his apartment. His
homosexual adventures always take place in a gqlieeTorka’s. Gregory is presented

as partly ashamed of his bisexuality. He feels m@shbarrassed in face of Terence.

“*Where are you [Gregory] going? That queer’s place?’
‘It’s not a queer’s place. There are lots of dinksre too.’
‘That bisexual’s place then.’

‘Yes.” (p. 13).

Amis presents the society as still not able to prctiee homosexuality. The next law
which was enacted waSex Discrimination Ac{1975). The Act was aimed at equal

treatment of females as well as males in many rdiffefields. However, Amis’ novel
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makes an impression that females were not treaitbdthe same respect as males. Both
main characters of the novel contemn the femallesy Think of them as disgusting and
sly creatures. Gregory even remarks “they [femaiegp trying to be people.” (p. 18).
In 1976,Race Relations Aatias passed. In the novel, there are not cleacatidns of
violation or abidance of the Act. Amis just caréfumplicates his view. Thorough the
novel, Gregory uses different nation’s titles asaligptive adjectives such as “nigger
primaries” (p. 18) and “gypsyish hair” (p. 41). iNgheless, those adjectives are used
complimentarily. The novel reveals only one sitoatof the race issue. When Terence
complaints about his social status, he is surprisgdhe success of foreigners in
London. “[...]a fucked up Arab comes here and is atomatic success.” (p. 31). The
last significant law which is worth mentioning iscest and Related Offences Act
(1986). Successwas published in 1978, so the novel could not treacthat Act.
However, the novel was marked with tGeottish Offences A¢1976), which covered
the incestuous problems. The Act stated what wasidered as the incest and how to
punish it.Successleals with the incest as well. It suggests thenghaof perception of
the incest by the society. While Gregory and Urssigend their childhood with
incestuous plays, as adults they cannot repe@irégory wonders “What else can she
[Ursula] be crying for but the lost world of ourilcihood, when it didn’t seem to matter
what we did?” (p. 117). Another important elemenhickh Amis denotes is the
connection between the class and the incest. Ter@nthe representative of the lower
class cannot imagine having a sexual intercoursie s foster sister. “Just think about
it, boy, | [Terence] tell myself — you can do itrdula-fuck, sister-fuck...foster-fuck?
No, | can’t do it — | can’t even think about itg’. 60). Gregory, on the other hand, does
not have any prejudices about the badness of indestegards the incest as something
tender, gentle and extraordinarily natural. He kedhe society does not tolerate the
incest any more, yet he blames the society forgomean and hated and therefore not
able to accept it. An interesting turn in appreih@msf the incest appears when Terence
gets a better job along with the better statusheérdociety. He eventually makes love
with his foster sister. The question remains whreltleedid so due to a better social class
or purely due to revenge.

The inequity within the society is not shown jtistough education and various

anti-discriminatory laws, it can be further obserwda society’s manners. Gregory
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bluntly scorns the lower-class. “There have beemrse incidents in the area recently.
Not that this worries me [Gregory] in the slighégtings simply dont happen to proper
people, people of my height, bearing, etc.” (p.. 28hen walking down the streets,
sitting in the underground or anywhere else, Grgglmes not respect the lower-class
and he is also well-aware that the upper-classivarstaged when commiting a crime.
He recalls memories from his childhood when he &acence were playing together.
They usually tried to steal something. Neverthelésdid not matter that a crime was
done by both of them, it was Terence who was pedisregory and his good looks
were perceived as cute and trustworthy while Texeand his low-esteem were
treacherous. “He [Terence] never could lie. No bakeved him. This was yet another

sickly precocity in the denatured world that tobk place of his boyhood.” (p. 97).
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5. Money

5.1 Summary of Money

John Self, a famous producer and a co-founderfinacorporation, is a man in
his mid-thirtieths. His life is full of sexual affa, drugs, drinking, hitting women,
boredom and travelling between London and New Y#ét&.is in love with a lower
class girl Selina Street. The girl who once worlesda prostitute. She lives in his
apartment and gradually makes John open a joint banount and pay her for love
making.

Meanwhile, John creates a script for a movie daB®mod Money. He is being
persuaded by his co-partner Fielding Goodney toleyngome particular actors. These
actors try to change significantly the originaligtto their advantages. Yet, John allows
them nearly everything. His life starts to fallrgtiof all, an anonym caller, Frank the
Phone, regularly threatens John over the phonerwdtrds, John’s best friend Alec
Llewellyn is put in prison and eventually Selinaeats on John and moves out to her
new boyfriend’s (Ossie Twain’s) flat.

Shattered, heartbroken John spends almost evgrynda pub. He meets writer
Martin Amisand let him rewrite the original Good Money’s gtrirhe actors are upset.
At this time, John makes friends with Martina Twatime wife of Ossie Twain. She has
an enormous influence on John’s personality. Slys bhim the bookAnimal Farm
After the reading, John wonders which animal is thest similar to him. Martina
surprises him by saying that her favourite aninzas pigs. John realizes how his life
has been miserable so far. The more he reads, ahe lme becomes aware of his life’s
consequences. Finally, he moves into Martina’s Tlaey visit theatres, parks and posh
restaurants together.

John has a meeting with the actors in a restauvdhen he wants to pay, he is
being notified that his credit card is overdrawratdly he finds out that the film
corporation was established only by him and alldkpenses were paid from his bank
account. He is bankrupt. On the top of that, heahiaght with Frank the Phone, Martina
leaves him after his affair with Selina and Johmd$ out that his father is somebody
else than who has claimed to be.

21



5.2 Reflection of social division

5.2.1 Employment and educational perspective

The novel reveals the employment of John Self e & his 'father' Barry Self.
While John works as a film producer and lives inosy flat, his father Barry is the
owner of a strip bar in which he also lives. Acéogdto the EGP schema both John and
Barry belong to the Class Il (the upper-middle sJagiowever, later on in the novel,
John Self learns that his father is Fat Vince. \Hate works as a beer-crate operative
and a bouncer. By comparison of John’s and Fate/snemployments, EGP schema
divides John to the Class Il (the upper-middle g)laand Fat Vince to the Class VI
(working class). The social mobility is thereforpwards as John exceeds his father’s
social class. Yet, the question remains whetherotwsider Barry Self or Fat Vince as
John’s father. Due to the fact that John has liweder the influence of Barry Self,
Barry might be esteemed as his father. This leadse deduction that father-son social
mobility is not proved in the novéoney

Nonetheless, Amis does not eminently concentrateéhe differences between
father-son social mobility. More likely, he points the closeness of the upper class.

Regardless of John’s financial potentialities, &enot enter the upper class.

“And you [people with degrees and diplomas] hate dwen’t you. Yes you do.

Because I'm the new kind, the kind who has monéynbuer use it for anything

but ugliness. To which | say: You never let usnof really. You might have

thought you let us in, but you never did. You jgate us some money. And told
us to get lost.” (p. 58)

The above quote suggests that the new kind of pmbple is not appreciated
unless they achieve a proper education and stauseéomoney appropriately (i.e. on
designer clothes, posh restaurants, theatres, €he)contrast between the upper class
and the new profiteers is very well portrayed tigtoudohn Self and Martina Twain.
Whereas John became rich due to luck in filming &xdfrauds, Martina became rich
on account of her education and family backgrouAd. John states “Pal, she’s

[Martina] class, with a terrific education on hér’.] (p. 39).
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5.2.2 Financial viewpoint

Not until the end of the novel, John experiendearicial problems. Until then,
he has so much money that he does not know hopetadsit. It might be presumed that
he copies his father’s (Barry Self’s) financialtooss. His father spends money on
prostitutes, drugs, tobacco and the like, not ssimqgly so does his son. John does not
save money neither does he invest it in sometiNiegertheless, he once admits that he

would like to undergo plastic surgeries.

“When | [John] make all the money I'm due to make go off to California for
that well-earned body transplant I've promised diy$dl mention the name of
old green eyes here, and tell the medics, as hgen There. That’s how | want it.
Give me one just like that.” (p. 18)

On the other hand, Martina Twain is saving anc&tvg money in herself. Her
flat is equipped with new and stylish objects, tedrigerator is loaded with healthy and
expensive food and her closet consists of desigjodres only.

When John moves to Martina’s flat, he does not &menfortable. He is
especially self-conscious with regard to Martinaéalthy lifestyle. After the while, he
gets used to Martina’s customs and unintentiotetyins to emulate them. Coexistence
of Martina and John can be interpreted, to a gedaient, as influencing their manners.
Yet, John as a representant of the profiteer witheou important background still
notices the distinction between him and Martina.

“The expectant eyes [Martina’s] have seen thingd, expect to see more.][...].
Her smile is knowing, roused and playful, but aleaocent, because money
makes you innocent when it’s been there all alpng. Martina is not a woman

of the world. She is a woman of somewhere else.18d)

The last sentence of the quote might mean thdl@lat@the upper class (in this
case seen as another inaccessible world).

At the end of the novel, John is bankrupt. He camfford to maintain the same
standard of living as Martina. He returns to hid olistoms and drunkeness. The only
thing he preserves is reading as it does not cgshimg.
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5.2.3 Relations insight

John Self enjoys his life in all possible respedie does not restrain from
anything, because he knows he can pay for evegytiie often visits brothels and is
unfaithful to his girlfriend Selina. He even excsiseimself “But then this is the
etiquette of the moneyed and mobile yob — be usplda, take it all as your human
right.” (p. 317).

In Money Amis connects the upper-middle class” amoralityh wooredom.
Furthermore, Amis also draws the attention to thieecence between the upper-middle
class and homosexual tendencies. “The top prongsakirgoing gay, or opting for
pornographic berk women.” (p. 203). At one momexten John doubts about his
sexual orientation. He wonders if he is not in lowé&h his co-partner Goodney
Fielding. Later on, he comes to a conclusion thethsa hesitation was caused by
boredom.

The novelMoney deals with the connection of social status, moaag sex
appeal. Amis clearly creates comformity among sgpeal, social status and money. As
an ill-mannered profiteer, John attracts just eenggoups of women. These women are
middle or lower class with no money. After the opamf John’s personality, he begins
to allure the upper class girls.

“Suddenly, it seems, half the girls in New York wam get in my pants — yeB)y

pants, the winded Y-fronts with the slack eladgahis success? Is this money? Is

this promotion, the light shed by Martina Twain@p( 324-325).

Amis considers friendship as something that neaolyonger exists. He uses the
characters itMoneyto make his attitude even more apparent. Onca&ahswers John
that “you [John] haven’t got any friends.” (p. 7Rot only John, but also the other
characters have their 'friends’ exposed as greedegploitative. The positive qualities
can be only find by the chambermaid Felix and thetew Martin Amis Felix
demonstrates the quality of compassion when heshipn to escape from the hotel.
Martin Amis shows the quality of frankness when telling Jolvoud his insincere

friends.
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5.2.4 Linguistic view

Correct usage of language is the last element ohgnat class distinction. The
main character John belongs to the upper-middlsscknd his language is clear,
comprehensible and without any special accent. Nesless, he perceives British
English as more prestigious than American EngliSpeaking as an Englishman, one
of the pluses of New York is that it makes you faalprisingly well educated and upper
class.” (p. 20).

Yet, it cannot be claimed that the whole Britishpplation has noble English. The
language of John and Barry Self cannot be compasethe novel does not contain
much information about Barry’s language. HowevemiAapplies dialect to John’s
biological father Fat Vince and his son Fat Pakat“Paul, |1 [John] would say, has few
anxieties about his accent. He doesn’t fudge odgmuEvery syllable has the clarity of
threat.” (p. 146). Indeed, different dialects int&8n might be regarded as flaws which
should be eliminated. It is undeniable that a bett@k position requires a certain level
of expression. Consequently, a better work positiwites a higher social class.

Luxurious language can cause problems in an imgp@te surrounding. John’s
friend Alec Llewellyn is put in prison and his neatanners and language catch
everyone’s attention. “I’'m [Alec] sharing a cellthva couple of trogs who make you
look like the swan of Avon.” (p. 253). Alec makeis Bituation among other criminals
even more unbearable when he starts to bother aheulanguage and grammar of
others. He complains to John:

“Listen. It says “Light’s Out At Nine”. L-i-g-h-apostrophe-sApostrophes! It

says “One Cup of Tea or ‘Coffee’”” eoffeein inverted commas. Why? Why? In

the library, the library, it says “You can NOT Sp# cannot two words and the
notin capitals. It's a mistake, a mistake.” (p. 253)

As well as in théSuccessAmis makes use of imaginative names. Not onlysdoe
Amis refer to a person’s qualities by a name gidau, also to a person’s social
background. Selin&treet is a former prostitute and the surname should evokr
background along with her demoralized characterm Belf is as a film producer who

cares only about himself.
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5.3 The possibility of social class change

In Money Amis’ view of social class change is far from igpstic. The
occupations of John and Barry Self are placed enstime social class according to the
EGP schema (the upper-middle class). Thereforéather-son social movement can be
registered in this case. Yet, Amis denounces anatiteresting point. He claims that

even staying in some social class can be ratheadeimg.

“Upward movement along the chain of being, sociabitity — it’s great stuff but
it isn’t half tiring. Just keeping a handhold andygg where you are, not
slipping, even that takes tons of balls.” (pp. 335).

As the quote implicates, noone can be certaintaibeir social class in the 1980’s
Britain. Even if the British have money and righklueation, it does not guarantee their
higher social class. Several times, Amis decladresctoseness of the upper class which
can be entered only by an ancestral social st&wshermore, Amis affirms that it is
more complicated to get rich in the 1980’s thamas back in the 1960’s.

“Now [1981] they seep out of school — to what? Tathing, to fuck-all. [...]
Money is so near you can almost touch it, but #@li®on the other side — you can
only press your face up against the glass. In nyy[8860’s], if you wanted, you
could just drop out. You can’t drop out any mofp."153)

Amis’ pessimistic view of the social class chamiges not only result from the
financial possibilities and education of individsialt also refers to the fact, that success
on the social scale is conditioned on the sex &adacter of an individual. In Money, it
is shown that Amis discounts the release of 19%6@scrimination Act. Very often,
Amis presents women as not caring about their bat#us for centuries. Through
John, he expresses his wonder of the sudden chainfpmale desires. “We [men]
thought you [women] were happy doing all that otlseuff. You stayed quiet for
however many million years it is. Now [1981] yoll tes.” (p. 58).

According to Amis, the individual’s character liee tonly entrance ticket to the
higher classes of the society. Similarly to Succéssis comes to the conclusion that
negative human qualities are the crucial assumpgfasuccess in social ladder. In the
novel Money, there is the parallel between pigsnflsnimal Farm and the upper class.
Nonetheless, Amis implies his disagreement of trgemporary social amorality.
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5.4 The inequity within society

The last issue, which is observed in Money, & ittequity problem. While in
Success Amis draws attention to the costs of educand its unavailability to the
lower classes, in Money he adopts a different pahtview. Through John, the
university graduates are presented as having ensrmifficulties in work assertion in
1981. Amis compares the unemployment situatiorhe gighties to the sixties when

British labout market was not occupied and pratlieaeryone could carry business.

“l [John] opened my tabloid to find that, during rogief absence, the whole

England has been scalded by tumult and mutinypbiabkcrack-up in the torched

slums. Unemployment, | learned, was what had gety®ne so mad.” (p. 66).
Unemployment affects all social classes, thereitocan be deduced that the possibility
of finding a new job or having better wages is cboaped for everybody.

Before and during the writing of the nowdbney the anti-discriminatory laws

were validated. Some of them are reflected in tloekwl967 Sexual Offences Aist
concerned with homosexual relationships. The thevhehomosexuality is often

conveyed in the work.

“Hey, you guys, you gays who made the break. | mganout there, not you in

here. So you decided to go it alone. You decidetduteh it out. What's it like,

without them [females]? Just think: no weather.lbd@ar wind or rain, no biology.

A temperate zone. Full of blokes. Humanity havirege halved like that, is it

reassuring, the sameness of it all? [...] Well, litéen your century, you guys, I'll

give you that.” (p. 202)
Without any doubt, Amis expresses his bemusementtigy sudden boom of
homosexuality. He wonders why the nineteenth aedptievious centuries did not note
such a number of homosexuals. Amis does not allegethe homosexuality increase
was caused by the enacted law, more likely he stgdlat the increase is a matter of
loose moral of the twentieth century.

The next law which is discussedMoneyis 1975 Sex Discrimination AcThe

Act which deals with equal conditions for both sexe different spheres. However, it
appears that the situation of women did not chamgehe pass of the Act. John
describes the female position followingly: “It mus tiring knowledge, the realization

that half the members of the planet, one by one,dmwhat the hell they like with
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you.” (p. 14). Due to this statement, the equityween males and females can be
disputable.

The last law which is reflected iMoneyis 1976 Race Relations Adhe Act
ensuring equal treatment of persons with differ@ace. Repeatedly, Amis claims the
violation of the Act. By the Act passing, the adege process of distinct national
origins just starts. When John sits in a pub, ieces one particular graffiti. The graffiti
says: “KILL ALL NIGS. RAPE IS SHIT. FUCK KOFF.” (p62). The hatred towards
different races could not be voiced more openlyn@®beless, ilMoney Amis writes
about race problems between white British and faekbones. He does not take into
consideration other national minorities. “These pgdep they had nothing to tell us
except that we were white and had money. ” (p.1li4ight be perceived that the most
discriminated race in Britain are black persons.

Since mentioning the inequity issue within theisty; social classes rivalry
should not be neglected. Not only is the upperstlasorn for the lower class expressed
in Successbut also inMoney In Money John reveals his contempt when talking about
lower class women. “These working-class women, ‘tleeyike a sheep trial. It
obviously takes it out of you, being working cla3$ere’s a lot of wear and tear
involved. And pubs can’t help.” (p. 147). Accorditay this claim, the lower classes
could be seen as exploited groups. Furthermoregcringe punishment is depicted as

unfair for the lower classes.

“Listen. I've stolen food, out of hunger, just stay alive. You can do it for a
week. After a month you get the look. You look litkee sort of guy who has to
steal food to stay alive. And that’s it. All ovéfou can’t steal food any more.
Why? Because they can tell, the second you wabkenstore. They can see no
money in you. Not even the memory of money. Imagirfp. 116).

The lower class Frank the Phone says this to Jdmenwalking about injustices in
society. They both commit crimes but while Franknooits them out of necessity,
John’s tax frauds are perpetrated on account ajreesd. Moreover, Frank is punished

for his small thefts unlike John.
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5. Conclusion

During the 1970’s and 1980’s the political and #oeial changes meant a real
milestone in the United Kingdom. Education, it veaggested, was an assumption to
the better work position and therefore to the lbgitacement in social ladder. Society,

men in particular, was believed to be fully respblesfor its social status.

This factor was taken into a consideration whenreni@ihg the hypothesis: Amis’
characters reflect the social division in the 18781d 1980°s in Great Britain.

At first the importance of education and employmarose some doubts. Even
though Succesoffers a satisfactory agreement as it proves #reow link between
employment and a social class, the ndveiney sees problems in the unemployment
issue and closeness of the upper class.

A similar ambiguity can be observed in the finahgotentialities of different
social classes. Whil8uccessimplistically creates a parallel between moneg tre
upper class, that parallel is not supportedloneydue to closeness of the upper class.
Moreover, inadequate money spending of the lowassds may be regarded as an
indication of social class distinction since thenap spending is viewed consistently in
both works.

Another issue of social division concerns thetretes among the individual social
classes. EquallysuccesandMoneyperceive the relationships among the social ckasse
Both works symbolize that people from the uppes<lare attracted to the people of the
same class. However, the lower classes can be ¢dmipy the different classes.
Furthermore, homosexuality remains as the priméey &f the bored upper class in
Successas well asvioney The theme of incest was brought upSuaccessand it was
viewed as the upper class’ maggot.

The last perspective of social division was focduge the usage of language. Amis
devoted special attention to this topic in both kgoiNot only have his characters names
which indicate their social and moral standpoint, dso language, grammar and dialect
are applied to arouse the reader’s imagination.

After the summary of the separate aspects, theHypothesis is proved.
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The second hypothesis states that Amis’ charagteose the possibility of
changing their social class through various factérem the perspective iBuccess
both upwards and downwards social mobility is pcattie. Yet, the change results
from education and is therefore connected with warkl wage. Nevertheless, this
perspective is not shared withoney The alternative visual angle is taken. Amis tkink
of economic changes as having a substantial impadhe social mobility. Indeed,
unemployment, along with lack of money as a coneerqge, is the obstacle in the social
development. MoreoveilVioneyregards the upper class as inherited and closéaeto
new profiteers.

In both novels, there is a general agreement thatseventies and eighties in the
United Kingdom became the golden times for those td negative human qualities.
Despite Amis’ disapproval to amoral acts of his maharacters, he considers their
depravedness as a key to social mobility.

On the basis of the economic crisis and closeak$ise upper class, the second
hypothesis could not be judged. Obviously, the meetd elements are not standard.

That leads to the fact that the second hypothssienfirmed.

The last hypothesis indicates that Amis” charagp&int to inequity in society at
that time. InSuccesslack of money causes an unequal chance to bethecation.
Therefore, the lower class can be defined as a leonmp which people have not access
to proper education. Inaccessibility of educat®thie cause of a vicious circle in which
the middle and the lower class are caught. Compirddoney education, work and
income are not available to anyone when the ecanorisis (unemployment) appears.

The largest change, society had to face, invotliedanti-discriminatory laws. The
first mentioned law was concerned with homosexyaliterestingly, homosexuality
turns to affect the upper class mainly. Yet, innbatorks, the homosexual tendencies
are regarded as a private matter which should ealigplayed in public. A further point
of view is identified inMoney The issue of homosexuality is seen as a maggtsteof
twentieth century.

Another law was focused on the equal stance of @voim society. In both novels,
the approach towards women is rather negative. Madéeacters contemn women and

they do not consider them as equal partners.
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Discrimination Act was not dealt with BuccessHowever, much of this topic is
reflected inMoney By describing the pejorative graffiti and peoplgeneral attitude
towards different races, Amis creates explicitsitation of British position on the black
persons.

The phenomenon of incest is showrBunccessWhile society as a whole receives
the Act with relief, the upper class is not so keanincest refusal. Perhaps the upper
class ensured the inheritance within the familyh®yincestuous affairs.

The last inequity issue is focused on hostilityoag the social classes. In both
works, the upper class scorns the lower class. M@ when committing a crime the
upper class person is more presumably to be unpechignlike the lower class person.

Following the forenamed factors, the third hypstheabout inequity within

society is ascertained.

The British government tried to assure equityaaisty by acts which were passed
in the 1970’s and 1980’s, yet this study pointsh® fact that many of these acts were
violated. Moreover, the male mobility is present&sl possible to a certain extent
through Amis’ characters. The outcome of this asialys that equity and mobility
within society cannot rely on the laws only. It gegts that the attitude of the people
towards law-abidingness as well as giving supporthe socially deprived affect the

equity and mobility issue.
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6. Resumé

Tato bakaléska prace se zabyva odrazy muzské mobility v diMartina Amise.
V prvni ¢asti je redstavena spalaost a jeji prorny ve 20. stoleti. V druh&asti je
uveden autor Martin Amis. Veadti ¢asti je na zakladtii hypotéz (Amisovy hlavni
hrdinové odrazi spotenskéclereni 70. a 80. let ve Velké Britanii, Amisovy hlavni
postavy prokazuji moznost 2my spoléenske itidy podle fiznych faktoti, a Amisovy
hlavni gedstavitelé poukazuji na nespravedinost v tehdg@lignosti) rozebrano dilo
Uspech a poté je podokinzkoumano i diloPenize V zawru prace jsou analyzovany
jednotlivé hypotézy podle shromé&iych dat.

Prvni kapitola se &nuje prom¢nam spolénosti s ohledem na zvySenou imigraci
ve 20. stoleti, ktera #a ze nasledek schvalendkterych antidiskrimin&nich zakof.
Hlavnimi zé&kony byly: 1967 Z&kon o pohlavnichiefinech, ktery se tykal
homosexualnich vztéh 1970 Zakon o rovné mzd ktery upravoval spravedlive
odmenovani zamistnan@ obou pohlavi; 1975 Zakon proti pohlavni diskrimina
zabyvajici se rovnocennym zachazenim &b pohlavimi; 1976 Z&kon proti rasové
diskriminaci sougediny na nestranné jednani ¥stusniky jinych etnickych skupin a
1976 Skotsky zakon o pohlavnicreginech tykajici se incestnich vztah

Déle jsou zde podle EGP schématu charakterizogpolgenske tidy 20. stoleti
a zmirgny hlavni politické zrsny v 70. a 80. letech 20. stoleti v Britanii.

Posledni podkapitola ziije nejno¥jSi poznatky v socialni a¢decké sfée,
piicemz nejdlezitéjSi poznatek vychazi z britského volebnihaizblumu a nabizi

srovnani mezigenetai mobility sym a ot béhem let 1964 az 1997.

Druh& kapitola stitn¢ predstavuje autora Martina Amise. ZvI4stni pozornest
vénovana cili jeho &, kterym je varovani spoteosti ged moralnim upadkem. Kram
toho, tato kapitola rowz popisuje komplikovany vztah Martina Amise s jettcem
Kingsley Amisem a dava ho do protikladuigatelstvim a porozudmim mezi Martinem
Amisem a Philipem Larkinem.

Treti kapitola rozebira Amisova dildspsch a Penize Tato dila jsou nejdve

strikné popsana. Naslednjsou Amisova dila zkoumana dle zmrigch hypotéz,
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piicemz prvni hypotéza pojednavajici o speleskémcéleréni je nahlizena z mnoha
ahli pohledu. Fedre je pri analyze brano v potaz z&stnani a vzélani. RozliSuje se
zanestnani a vzélani hlavnich hrdia a jejich oté a na zaklagitoho se odvozuje jejich
spole&enskatiida a mezigenetai mobilita. DalSim vyznamnym aspektem jsou fitrén
moznosti hlavnich jedstavitel. V této podkapitole se porovnava fian situace a
spol&enska ttida hlavnich charaktér Navic je zde &novana pozornost fin&nim
zvyklostem jednotlivych spotenskych itid. Nasledujicim vaznym faktorem jsou
vztahy jednotlivych socialnichiit. Odhaluje se spojitost incestu a homosexualnich
praktik s vyssiiidou.

Druha hypotéza, ktera se zabyva moznostrgnspoléenské itidy, porovnava
piedevsim zawstnani hlavnich fedstaviteh a jejich oté& podle tabulky britského
volebniho pizkumu. Tato kapitola se snazi popsat vlivéladi na spoléenskou itidu,
odhalit gistupnost nebo uz#&nost vyssi spotenské tidy a prozkoumat moznosti
jednotlivce na zmnu jeho socialni ifdy. Nakonec je hypotéza roEma o
psychologicky profil charakteru jednotlivce, ktenyazn&uje propojeni Spatnych
lidskych vlastnosti a spalenského usgchu.

Posledni hypotéza mé& za cil odhalit nespravediwesipolénosti. Blize je zde
zminovand moZznost studia pro nizSi speleské iidy, veaejné fijeti
antidiskrimin&nich zakoi a vztahy mezi jednotlivymi spalenskymi tidami.

V zawru jsou ffedstavena nashromaid data dle jednotlivych hypotéz. VSechny
hypotézy se ukazuji jako opr&me. Shrnutim bakaiéké prace pojednavajici o muzské
mobilit¢ v 70. a 80. letech 20. stoleti je fakt, Ze tutobifith nedokdZou zajistit
formalre prijaté zakony, nebo pouhdile jednotlivce. Kléem k Usgchu se jevi viejné

akceptovani zakdna wtSi podpora sociatnslabsich.
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8. Appendices

Appendix 1: The image of Martin Louis Amis
Source: http://www.martinamisweb.com/images.shtml
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Appendix 2: The image of Sir Kingsley William Amis

Source:
http://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/personggarch=ss&sText=amis&LinkID=
mp05004
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