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Slovní vyjádření k hodnocení bakalářské práce:

This bachelor thesis was quite impressive on many levels. Chapter 1, called HISTORY OF FEMINISM, traces literary works on and movements for women’s rights through the years. Beginning with proto-feminist works such as Wollstonecraft’s Vindication, continuing through what has come to be known as the three waves of feminism and even moving to future possibilities, this section also highlights key theoretical concepts as well as interweaves resonant examples from Garp to preview the main points of the analytical chapters that will come later. So much information encapsulating so many years could have very easily become convoluted, but everything is presented not only comprehensively, but also precisely and concisely. These 5 pages could indeed serve as a basic introduction to feminism for beginning university students.

The biographical and bibliographical background on Irving as well as the introduction to the novel itself is also deftly handled in three pages. These chapters (2 and 3) feature just enough information to make clear the examples that will be put forth in the analysis. This strikes a nice balance between informing those not as familiar with the novel and refreshing the memory of those who have not read it recently.

Presenting the historical, theoretical and literary background so adroitly and economically in the preceding nine pages leaves ample space for the detailed analysis of women’s issues in the novel that follows in chapter 4. The subchapters “Perception of women …”, “Violence against women” and “Gender roles and sexuality” are further subdivided into precise subcategories, which allows for an in depth examination of the pertinent issues. In addition to feminist concerns, which are analyzed meticulously from various perspectives, some of the other aspects touched upon here are the effects of mass cultural artifacts on attitudes toward women, mass media and mass movements, metafiction, power and violence, employment issues, as well as questions raised by transgender. Throughout all, the BP author’s analysis of the exemplary moments from the novel are deftly supplemented by the history and theory she has presented earlier as well as with commentary from additional academics. Finally, as sort of the “icing on the cake” in chapter 5 the BP author examines male attitudes toward feminism, going so far as to even problematize some of Irving’s subject positions in the text. This is obviously quite a sophisticated stance at this level of study.

Regarding language, despite a few mistakes (which may in some cases in fact be typological errors, e.g. in the very 1st sentence “win the right for women vote” is probably just missing “to” between “women” and “vote”), the language level in this paper is a bit higher than what could expected in an ESL bachelor’s thesis in terms of style, grammar and vocabulary. Again, the author deserves accolades for her proficiency and hard work.

Several topics in this BP could be pursued in future research and analysis at the master’s level. I recommend this work without reservation to be accepted. The author is to be heartily congratulated on an exceptional paper. 

Návrh otázek a podnětů pro diskusi při obhajobě:

How does the film compare with the novel? What would Jenny Garp say about the film? 
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