UNIVERZITA PARDUBICE
Fakulta filozofická
Katedra anglistiky a amerikanistiky

Posudek vedoucího bakalářské práce
(Literárně-kulturní)

Autor práce: 		Eliška Sekáčová
Studijní obor: 	AJOP
Název práce: 		Puritanism and the portrayal of women in The Scarlet Letter 
Akademický rok: 	2015/2016
Vedoucí práce: 	Daniel Sampey, MFA

	Kritéria  hodnocení 
	Hodnocení
1 - 2 - 3 – 4

	Všeobecná charakteristika

	Splnění zásad zpracování práce a naplnění stanoveného cíle
	[bookmark: _GoBack]3

	
	Logická struktura práce
	

	
	Vyváženost teoretické a praktické části
	

	Teoretická část 
	Kvalita uvedení do širšího kontextu
	2/3

	
	Tematická relevance teoretického úvodu k cíli práce
	

	Praktická část 
	Vhodnost využití primárních zdrojů pro podporu/ilustraci argumentace
	3

	
	Rozsah a hloubka vlastní analýzy
	

	
	Relevantní a srozumitelná argumentace a interpretace 
	

	Práce s odbornou literaturou
	Kvalita, množství a relevance zpracované literatury
	3

	
	Kritický přístup ke zdrojům
	

	Formální stránka
	Dodržení doporučených pravidel a norem formální úpravy (směrnice FF UPa)
	3

	
	Kvalita vědeckého aparátu, příloh, tabulek a obrázků
	

	
	Dodržení bibliografických norem ČSN ISO 690
	

	Jazyková úroveň 
	Gramatická přesnost a komplexnost
	3/4

	
	Slovní zásoba
	

	
	Koheze a koherence
	

	
	Interpunkce a stylistické aspekty
	



Slovní vyjádření k hodnocení bakalářské práce:
The historical context regarding women in various colonial regions in the time of the novel is presented in chapter one. Basic issues are presented and quickly summarized, thus there is little deeper exploration of issues among women, the men in their lives and with their children, e.g. direct comparisons between the colonial period and changes that had occurred by the time the novel was written in the mid-19th century. This was mentioned specifically in the BP guidelines (zasády) to enable a meaningful comparison of the time the novel is set in and the time in which it was written. A few sentences are offered here and there in chapter 5, but because this is not explored to a sufficient degree, the analysis is sometimes superficial, missing a level that could have explored changes in society regarding women and made more solid conclusions for the entire BP. The BP author seems to simply write as if “the past is the past” and as if nothing had changed at all for women or anybody else in the intervening 200 years of American culture from the setting of the novel and the time it was written.

In chapter 4 Dark Romanticism is mentioned for a page in a half, but again, despite the title of the two-paragraph subchapter 4.1, absolutely nothing specific is mentioned linking the novel and Dark Romanticism. Pity, because witchcraft and “the Devil” are mentioned in the analysis, but never linked to the evil side of mankind explored in works of this genre or in theory about the period. This is only one example of the kinds of opportunities missed.

Another issue creating a lack of depth is the failure to link the historical and (few) theoretical concepts presented (e.g. Dark Romanticism) with the 17-page analysis in chapter 5. It seems as if the history and cultural background that is presented in the opening chapters is almost completely forgotten and rarely mentioned at all in the analysis. Too many pages in the BP are presented – even three or four pages back to back – in which the novel is the only source cited. 

Sometimes the language and format of the paper drops below the C1 level, e.g. the incorrect format of book titles, e.g. at times the very title of the novel being written about. For this reason in my opinion the BP came close to not being acceptable. The Czech resumé also does not seem to be very well done, e.g. using English titles of works and other related English phrases when these have been translated many times by Czech scholars. 

Finally, even though they could have been explored to a greater degree, in my view there are enough points made in the analysis to merit a passing mark. These include statements about the three main female characters of Hester, Pearl and Mistress Hibbins, e.g. a two-paragraph attempt (5.9) to position Hester as a “feminist symbol at the end” of the novel. The BP author has clearly learned about the historical and literary aspects of the novel and about women during the Puritan era.
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