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Slovní vyjádření k hodnocení bakalářské práce:
This unconventional, but distinctive BP is to be first of all commended for the choice of topic – the seminal work of Septima Clark in the cause of using education to increase participation of African-Americans in the democratic process. The BP writer has taken unique approaches to the material, e.g. the employment of many direct quotes from the educator herself placed strategically and precisely throughout the paper to exemplify the main points.  

The BP begins with two concise background surveys on the “History of voting rights of women and African-Americans” (10-16) and “Educational programs ...” (17-20) In these opening sections the paper rises above received stereotypes, e.g. of the Civil War, Reconstruction, Jim Crow and Civil Rights eras. One example of the depth of the BP is its criticism of the various programs, such as pointing out the latent sexism in African-American communities, setting up her discussions in the later sections of how these kinds issues were effectively addressed by the work and example of Ms. Clark. As put forth in the BP the educator seems to have taken a stance to simply do her work as if sexism and racism did not exist and to not make excuses for shortcomings of those either inside or outside the organizations she was involved with. The details in the short biographical section (21-24) are also chosen effectively to highlight the issues of practical education and participation in all aspects of the electoral process that will be described and analyzed later in the last three main chapters.

These three chapters focus on the establishment, administration and accomplishments of three key institutions. Chapter 4 describes the pioneering, fully integrated Highlander School of the 1930s; the chapter on Citizenship Schools (1954-1970), which forms the most extensive analysis, concentrates on the network’s adult schooling and the training of teachers who went on to work across the country; in Chapter 6, the last institution to be explored is the Freedom Schools, logical continuations of the earlier schools which had a direct effect on the direction of the Civil Rights Movement. 

The history, programs, influence and legacy of these three institutions regarding African-American education and involvement in political structures is a becoming a very popular research topic for academics in fields such as history, sociology, education and political science; it is very gratifying to see a EFL bachelor’s student at a foreign university working on this kind of cutting edge research. Clark’s work and importance has not been written about much in conventional textbooks or other sources, thus the BP writer knew before she began that she would have a difficult time in her research. She accepted this challenge and was able to determine concrete results, e.g. tracing a clear line of citizen and voter education from the Civil War era to 1986 (with the election of the first black Mississippi congressman), which are summarized clearly in the BPs conclusion. 

Considering the dearth of regional sources directly about Clark and the associated schools, the BP writer’s use of available materials is quite ingenious both in locating quality academic references and how they are used to support her points. Moreover, throughout the thesis the use of Clark’s own simple yet elegant prose taken from interviews, speeches and writings is particularly effective in rhetorical, explanatory and analytical ways. On her own the BP writer found and has cited many online databases, academic journals, historical associations and university research projects. Only three popular websites are used – history.com, biography.com and encyclopedia.com – and all three of these are used only to document basic factual information, not at all as sources for analysis. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]I am extremely satisfied with the results of this unique research project. The BP writer chose an extremely important subject for her paper – education, literacy and how they relate to participation in the electoral process – so this combination of originality and real-world applicability wins her big points with me. Through her own initiative this student has clearly learned a great deal about the vital link between education and democracy. I cannot think of a more practical or important issue for a young person to research and become informed about. 
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