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ANNOTATION

This bachelor thesis primarily deals with the radlipolitical thought formulated by the
American revolutionary Thomas Paine in his pamp@lemmon Sens@ the context of the
Enlightenment and the political theories which egeer from it. The first, theoretical, part
focuses on the historical period of the Enlightentnghich is ideologically interconnected
with the American Revolution. This part discusskes importance of the epistemological
analysis of the human mind and its link to a forhgavernment with the emphasis on liberal
and radical concepts of this political philosopagd the consequent conflict of these concepts
in the American Revolution. The second, analytipalt examines Thomas Paine’s pamphlet
Common Sense This part especially stresses Paine’s radicditigad thought and his

innovative literary tactics iIfommon Sense

KEYWORDS
Common Sensé’aine, Thomas, the Enlightenment, the AmericavoRé&on, Locke, John,

radicalism

NAZEV

Odraz politické idey revoliniho obdobi v Americe Common Sensed Thomase Paina.

ANOTACE

Tato bakaléska prace se vyhra@inzabyva radikalni politickou myslenkou Amerického
revolucionde Thomase Paina@ommon Sense kontextu osvicenskych politickych teorii.
Teoretickacast je zamena na historické obdobi osvicenstvi, které je videgropojeno

s Americkou revoluci. Tatdast pojednava oudezitosti epistemologického vykladu lidské
mysli a jeho propojeni s formou viady se zZaemim na liberalni a radikalni koncepce této
politické filozofie a nasledny &t ©chto koncepci v Americké revoluci. Analytickast prace
rozebira pamfletCommon Sensed Thomase Paina. Vtomto oddile je kladeirad
predevsim na radikalni politickou ideu Paina a jehavativni literarni taktiky vYCommon

Sense
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Introduction
This bachelor paper is concerned with Thomas PaipamphletCommon SenseThe
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, which areactiesized by the Enlightenment
movement, gave birth to many acclaimed politicalqagophers, including Thomas Hobbes,
John Locke and Jean-Jacques Rousseau, whose idemasvithout doubt groundbreaking in
shaping the beginnings of the modern social anitigalsystems of the western world. These
Enlightenment luminaries created the philosophié@indations of one of the most
democratic revolutions, the American Revolution.eTAmerican Revolution is explicitly
connected to the celebrated American historicalrég who have been known as the
Founding Fathers, such as John Adams, John Diakindtexander Hamilton and James
Madison, who led the creation of a new nation. Mnedess, it is not so explicitly
acknowledged that the American Revolution was pmoéthy encouraged by the poor son of a
corset-maker, Thomas Paine. Thomas Paine is ortkeoAmerican revolutionary radicals
whose ideas are best understood to be revolutiaomarpnly in political thought but also in
logical arguments and emotional appeal. This niyunavites inquiry into Thomas Paine’s
political thought. The aim of this bachelor thessto elucidate Thomas Paine’s radical
political thought expressed in the pampl@eimmon Sense

This bachelor paper is divided into theoreticatl gractical parts. The theoretical
section includes four chapters which aim to portitasy crucial philosophical and historical
issues of the American Revolution. The first chapiefining the American Enlightenment”
generally describes the connection between the isareEnlightenment and the American
Revolution. The second chapter “The philosophicadds of the American Revolution” turns
to more specific philosophical ideas of the Enlggithent with the emphasis on the liberal and
radical aspects of this intellectual movement tstzped the cornerstone of the American
Revolution. The third chapter “The American Revmlot and the Conflict between the
Political Groups” aims to examine the internal diotg between the leading political figures
which culminated in the American Revolutionary Wa&he last chapter of the theoretical
section “Dissemination of the Anglo-American Con&osy’ briefly outlines the crucial
means of information that spread the political dispbetween the political groups during the
American revolutionary era.

The analytical section of the paper focuses ttentabn on Thomas Paine’s pamphlet
Common Sensthat reflects the radical political thought of tAenerican Revolution. The

analysis is divided into four sections which exag@ommon Senseom ethical, logical and



emotional points of view. The chapter “The Demadgedton of Political Language in
Common Sen8aleals with Paine’s radical moral philosophy assiteflected in the overall
language style cEommon Sensé&he section “The Logical Appeal ®ommon Senséuilds

on the preceding chapter by focusing on specifiengdes of Paine’s logical appeal to his
readers by which he describes his radical politicalight. In this section Paine’s radicalism
concerning society, government and republicanisranalyzed. The analysis then turns to
“The Emotional Appeal o€ommon Sensevhich focuses on specific rhetorical devices by
which Paine demonstrates his persuasive tactios.|ldst part of the analysis centers on the
consequent influence d€ommon Sensen the colonial milieu and the most important
reactions to Thomas Paine’s radicalism.

There are important political terms in the bacheglaper which should be clearly
interpreted in the context of the American Revalntiln a “liberal democracy”, the scope of
democracy is limited by the representatives of gavent so that natural human rights and
the representation of government is not equallyiegppo all men. In a “full democracy”, the
scope of democracy is expanded to all men withrcegaabsolutely equal human rights and
the direct representation of people in governmeiithese terms are commonly defined

differently in terms of a specific country and a&ejfic time.



1. Defining the American Enlightenment

The political thought of the American revolutionaeya cannot be fully comprehended
without examining the intellectual movement whiclshbeen known as the Age of
Enlightenment. The first task of the theoreticalt g this bachelor paper is thus to put the
American Revolution into a broader intellectual t®x from which the crucial political and
religious concepts of America in the 1770s emerged.

In general, the Enlightenment represents a hestbrperiod stretching from the
seventeenth to the eighteenth centuries which @&acherized by significant political and
social changes resting upon the shift from an @stein theology towards an interest in human
intellect and reason. The core of this intellectdale became the long-term growth of
science and the consequent application of scienkifiowledge to religion and political
philosophy. The well-known Enlightenment thinkerni@nuel Kant set out his views on the
Age of Enlightenment in his ess&n Answer to the QuestiolVhat Is the Enlightenment?
defining this historical period as "mankind’s efiobm its self-incurred immaturity™ The
resulting maturity of mankind refers to the humé#ility to use reason without the approval
of supreme authorities.

The question arises: What is the American Enligment? The American
Enlightenment represents a momentous socio-pdliéicd historico-cultural period in early
American history that culminated in the Americarv8ationary War, of which the end result
was the establishment of the independent Unitete$Staf America. The most notable era of
the American Enlightenment covers the 1770s andl##t&0s, the period of high political
tension between America and Britain, which markedatershed in American history. From a
socio-political standpoint, this era operated adomg-term process of the intellectual
devaluation and dissolution of the social and malitnorms of Great Britain and of the
creation of those of a new American socfety the historico-cultural respect, this period
functioned as the separation of America from heth@ocountry, Great Britain, and of the
cultural decline of state paternalism, specificdtye paternal position of the British King
George lll in the Thirteen Colonies.

Thomas Paine’€ommon Senseepresents the most influential piece of literataf
the American revolutionary era that reflects ther@inentioned political and cultural changes

in innovative political language. The 1770s ands78f the American Enlightenment can be

! John Schmidtyhat is the Enlightenment: Eighteenth Century Answad Twentieth Century Questiohs
2 Milan Zafirovski, The Enlightenment and Its Effects on Modern Sacldty



thus simply characterized as the time of crucidtlucal, social and political changeovers from
monarchy to democracy.



2. The Philosophical Bases of the American Revolution

One way to explain the socio-political changeovesnt monarchy to democracy is
to illustrate what political concepts the Enlighteant thinkers deprecated and which ones
they embraced. The aim of this chapter is to oattime crucial philosophical bases which
gave rise to the American Revolutionary War.

Although the American Revolution represented sogalitical and cultural conflicts
between America and her mother country, the t@ditof the American Enlightenment
isrooted in the intellectual sources which were/ived by the British and French
Enlightenment thinkers. The most influential of gben early American politics was John
Locke (1632 - 1704). Locke is associated with thétipal ideology of liberalisn?. Liberal
political theories began to emerge in Britain attex gradual decline of the feudal system and
the expansion of capitalist society in European ntdes during the seventeenth and
eighteenth centuries. The British adherents ofrédilien were members of the middle
class, the rising capitalist group, who soughttali and economic reforms of the then ruling
political system of absolute monarchy.

Specifically, the British Liberals deplored the ttowe of the Divine Right of Kings
upon which the absolute monarchies of the sevetitemmtury rested.The Divine Right of
Kings is a politico-theological system which is Egmus to ancient theocracy. In the Age of
Absolutism, this ruling system represented an idgavernment, paralleling a biblical
paragon, which was typical for Catholic states &wdFrance in particuldt.ln Britain, the
Divine Right of Kings was disseminated by the How$eStuart (1603 — 1689). The first
Stuart ruling in Britain was James | of England vexplained the absolute authority of divine

monarchies succinctly as follows:

The state of monarchy is the supremest thing ujpoth;efor kings are not only God’s
lieutenants upon earth and sit upon God’s throoe.elben by God himself they are
called gods. There be three principal similitudes illustrate the state of Monarchy:
one taken out of the Word of God and the two othérof the grounds of policy and
philosophy. In the Scriptures kings are called gas&l so their power after a certain
relation compared to the Divine power. Kings arsoatompared to the fathers of
families, for a king is trulyparens patriaethe politic father of his people[sid]

% Liberalism is a political philosophy founded o tideas of liberal democracy and liberty of freenpiee.
propertied individuals of upper-class, stressirgfitom of assembly, religion and free market, aecessline
on June, 24, 2014ttp://plato.stanford.edu/entries/liberalism/#PoILi

4 Andrew HeywoodPolitické Ideologie21

® |bid., 21

® Glenn Burgess, “The Divine Right of Kings Recomsit,” inThe English Historical Reviev39 - 840

" James | of Englandonstitutional Documents of the Reign of Jame9)B161625 edited by J. R. Tanner, 15
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The doctrine of the Divine Right of Kings embra@$ighly centralized system of
government. In consequence of the consolidatidstate and Church, public affairs under the
rule of the Stuarts were controlled by a narroveddroup of monarchs and the leaders of the
Roman Catholic Church. They created one supremieoaiyt in which all political and
religious power, including economic power, wereteegd. Being compared to a divinity, as
James | describes, a monarch’s political decisiegr® ideologically defended by the Church,
and hence any demonstrations against the monarehy deemed acts of heresy. This theory
was strongly supported by both the monarchs and Rbpes (and after the English
reformation, by the Anglican Church authorities$, this system reinforced their politico-
theological sovereignty in society. In return foetRoman Church's vindication of the Divine
Right of Kings, kings were supposed to dissemimaig perpetuate Catholicism in the sfate.
Consequently, freedom of speech, press, assenglilyipn and free market was limited and a
large number of people became victims of religipessecution and political executions.

Partly because of the need to ameliorate the rejpresegime of absolute monarchy
and partly due to their rising economic power, tBetish Liberals began to propose
democratic ideas in order to establish a constiadi monarchy and thus decentralize the
political and economic power of the kings. The gigant philosophical difference between
absolute and constitutional monarchies was concisgpressed by John Locke ifwo

Treatises on Government

The Natural Liberty of Man is to be free from anyp8rior Power on Earth, and not to
be under the Will or Legislative Authority of Mabut to have only the Law of Nature
for his Rule. The Liberty of Man, in Society, istite under no other Legislative Power
but that established, by consent, in the Commoritiyeaor under the Dominion of
any Will, or Restraint of any Law.

Compared to absolutism, British liberalism suppoatsmore popular system of
government in the sense of the democratic idealelgétmate government must be based on
the consent of the governed and that this parliaangrgovernment is established only for
security ends: to secure free citizens’ life, ltgeand happines¥. It was from this idea that a
constitutional monarchy was established after theri@s Revolution of 1688 when the last
Stuart James Il of England was deposed. Thisafiéacke’s is also the fundamental source

upon which the American Revolution was foundechm 1770s.

8 David RobertsoriThe Penguin Dictionary of Politic®0
°John Lockelocke: Political Writings edited by David Wootton, 272
% Howard ZinnA People’s History of the United States, 1492 -sBng 73



The socio-political changeover from the regime las@ute monarchy to the regime of
constitutional monarchy logically influenced thehepe of religion. After the long-term
absolute authority of Catholicism and with its asated religious persecution, the idea that
“religion should exist not in the public but in tpeivate realm, where it can be protected
while also being prevented from limiting the righak other" was accentuated by general
agreements about the separation between ChurcBtatet' These arrangements emphasized
that religious beliefs should not be connected ithtical ones and the head of state should
be principally neutral in religious mattefs.

It was the radical change in political philosoplich rested upon the shift from an
interest in theology towards an interest in humaeliect and reason, that gave rise to the
revolutions of the seventeenth and eighteenth destun contrast to absolutism that adopted
doctrinaire policies based on theology, the Enkghtent thinkers espoused epistemological
approaches to politicS.Before the Enlightenment philosophers could rafiaraa proper
form of government, they had to look deeper intsman psychology as it existed in the state
of nature, i.e. the human state of mind before gmyernmental control. These ideas come
from the Ancient concept of natural law theory,amplex of “moral principles innate in the
structure of the universe,” or “the principles ational self-interest™ These concepts are
generally summarized into the moral and ethicalogbphy of the Enlightenment which deals
with the question of the struggle between humasipas and human reason.

Prior to the upsurge of the liberal democratic giptes, Thomas Hobbes (1588 —
1679) elaborated his moral philosophy that suppibssgovernmental system of absolutism.
Hobbes holds the belief that human passions asaggr than human reason. In the absence
of absolute authority, people, who are motivatedthsir self-interests, wage “a war of all

against all.*®

A monarch, therefore, must exercise “absolute pagea necessary means to
achieve the aim of peace and to brindle man’s aomsitand passions through the threat of
punishment** Hobbes considers people in the state of naturéoasvicious and thus
incapable of governing themselves without extesagreme control.

John Locke, on the other hand, espouses a morevpogiew of people in the state of

nature, and so he favors constitutional monarclogke emphasizes the human capacity of

1; Corwin Smidt,The Oxford Handbook of Religion and American Rcjtd6
Ibid., 96
3D. H. Meyer, “The Uniqueness of the American Emlenment,” inAmerican Quarterly168
! David RobertsoriThe Penguin Dictionary of Politic29
!> Gregor S. KavkaHobbesian Moral and Political Theorgt23
18 peter J. Ahrensdorf, “The Fear of Death and thegirg for Immortality: Hobbes and Thucycides on Hum
Nature and the Problem of Anarchy,”The American Political Science Revjes81



virtue and stresses human reason and the oppaggiititan produce. He believes that human
reason permits free people to act rationally ineortb preserve mutual security and
property?’ In this respect, people are perfectly predispdsegovern by consent. However,
Locke stresses that human intellect and virtuesf@arad in different degrees in different
races, genders and social classes, and favorsteduaad propertied men, upon which the
British capitalist society was based.

Locke described his empiricist theory of the hunmaimd in An Essay Concerning
Human Understandinghat elaborately states that common fie@re not able to acquire a
good knowledge of political philosophy due to thiitellectual deficit and weak cognitive
skills.*® On the bases of these findings, he created aigadliphilosophy that is generally
called social contract theory ifwo Treatises of Governmeriocke’s social contract theory
simply provides a rationale for capitalists’ rightgovern without a supreme authority and the
right to rule common men.

Consequently, human natural entitlements, whicimféwo basic groups of rights,
were formulated. The first group of rights is besd upon a man in the state of nature
without any governmental limitation, and includks tight to life, liberty and happiness. The
second group of rights refers to the more procddavawhich is formulated by government
so that the basic natural human rights are respestd observed by the citizens as well as a
monarch. Capitalists thus secured human rightoblyt with regard to free men in order to
secure their property and wealth from a despotpmaghle. The procedural rights are declared,
for instance, in the British Bill of Rights from 88%°

Locke’s liberalism became an inspiration for théoo@l politicians who have been
known as the moderates among whom the Foundingefattelonged, for instance, John
Adams, John Dickinson, Alexander Hamilton and JaMadison. They generally agreed on
the liberal idea that:

7 John W Yolton, “Locke on the Law of Nature,”Tine Philosophical Review83

'8 From the socio-political standpoint, the term “soon man” denotes “a person who does not belonigeto t
nobility,” accessed online on June 24, 20h#p://www.thefreedictionary.com/commonén the context of the
Enlightenment and its socio-political theories, thien “common men” thus refers to a broad sociauigrof
people who did not own property or have politicdluence in society in contrast to free men, he. tpper-
class members of wealth and of a privileged pasitiosociety.

19 Empiricism is a branch of epistemology, i.e. philphical theory that focuses on human cognizaheg, t
holds the belief that human knowledge stems fropeagnces, accessed online on June, 24, 2014,
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/rationalism-enggsm/

%Y RobertsonThe Penguin Dictionary230




Some people are simply better endowed with padictalents or virtue than others,
and these superior abilities either entitled therorthelped them to attain positions of
power in government and influence in civil soci&ty.

The liberal interpretation of the state of natuséhuman rights and of position of
common men in government was contested by a radicdingent of the Enlightenment that
flourished in France. The radical ideas proposedl&gn-Jacques Rousseau and Francois
Marie Arouet were especially influential in the rmation of underground radical groups in
the American revolutionary era. Both philosopheg&ltthe belief that people in the state of
nature are led by their natural instincts and thate is no class, talents or virtue distinction in
this state. Rousseau attacks Locke’s liberalisrsthiing that class-distinction is a product of
capitalism in which people of wealth enslaved umadied people and made common men’s
development of knowledge impossible by restrictingjr education and their human rigfts.
This radical idea gave rise to the ideas of fulmderacy, racial and gender equality,
individualism and full eradication of slavery whialere strongly promoted by the radicals of
the American Revolutionary era, such as Timothy IdM&t Charles Wilson Peale, David
Rittenhouse, Benjamin Rush and Thomas Paine.

Contrary to their British and French counterpaftsiericans agreed on establishing a
republic. However, they differed in their opinioois what kind of republic would suit best to
the conditions of the human mind as they confroritedVhile the moderates relied on
experience-oriented government stressing that govemt must be represented by the
members of the upper classes, the radicals em@iasiadespread democratic participation
both as a check on the ambitions of leaders ané astal education in the spirit of
republicanism.®®* The important difference between experience-ceiénaind principle-
oriented governments is that the former relied arglhistorical tradition of governments in
Europe refusing socio-political experiments, whiie latter is strictly philosophical and seeks
a completely new and revolutionary order of soarad political arrangements in the state.

The American Revolutionary War represented thusuggle between the liberal, that
is moderate, and the radical political thought lné tEuropean Enlightenment. While the
radical ideas were found popular in the first halfthe eighteenth century and profoundly

helped to implement the American Independence,ntibelerate ideas prevailed over the

L John Carson, “Differentiating a Republican CitizerT alents, Human Science, and Enlightenment Tiagor
of Governance,” irDsiris, 77

2 The Philosophies of Enlightenment, “The Anti-Rattist Trend and Enlightenment,” accessed on June 8
2014http://csud.edu.phenom_studies/western/lect:8.html

23 Robert N. Bellah et aHabits of the Heart, Individualism and Commitmienémerican Life 253




radical ones in the second half of the eighteemhtwry during which theArticles of
Confederatiorwas established.

Together with new approaches to political philogopliich explored and questioned
the human intellect, many religious beliefs thatuged on human beings and their intellectual
and spiritual possibilities emerged in North Amaridn the first half of the eighteenth
century, America experienced the First Great Awaignin which egalitarian
beliefs, stressing equality of people, supporteel power of radical ideas. One of these
widespread religious beliefs that influenced theefican revolutionary era in the 1760s and
the early 1770s was dissenting Protestantism. §teotsm is characterized by a stress on
individual experience, individual responsibilitycahuman equality. Protestant doctrine calls
into question the superior position of elite graupplying that people cannot be divided into
superior and inferior groups on the basis of mpratisposition, since upper classes include
morally depraved people as well. Other influenbaliefs were Methodism and Quakerism
which likewise emphasize individualism and egaillaism in religious and political affairs.
In addition to faiths which supported these egaditabeliefs, many other religious sects were
established in America. For instance, the Baptagh®s commitment to "the restoration of
virtue in the community” and "equal fellowship whi@ccepted even slaves" was very
popular with the radical contingent of AmericanriRas?* The influence of the radicals was
weakened by the arrival of the Second Great Awaidgem the second half of the eighteenth
century which was characterized by criticism of Eaightenment’s scientific approach to

the human mind and widespread egalitarianism iresoc

24 Colin Bonwick, The American RevolutioB3
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3. The American Revolution and the Conflict between tk Political Groups

Revolutions are generally characterized as theoowts of conflict between social and
political subsystems that is caused by newly-degpesosets of beliefs, rapid economic and
social changes and/or a subjugation of state wieigtis to internal discontent and consequent
reversal of the whole systefhThe aim of this chapter is to outline the cru¢iahing points

of the American Revolution which led to animositgtiween political groups of the North
America.

The American Revolution had a double identity. tha one hand, it represented a
struggle between political interest groups: Loyalidefending British interests and Patriots
protecting American interests. On the other hanckgated an internal split within the Patriots
who were divided into two groups: the moderatestaedradicals. The American Revolution
was thus a complex process of economic and soditiepb changes in which people of
wealth and power found themselves in a conditiofinaincial distress and at the same time
their political autonomy was threatened by influgntideological weapons of radical
underground groups.

Interest groups are defined as “organizations Wwhi@ave some autonomy from
government... and which try to influence public pplté® It was particular American interest
groups of wealthy men — the moderates — who dedmleétach from the mother country and
establish an independent United States of Ameritth the vision of more autonomous
economic and political powéf.Similar to the Glorious Revolution of 1688, the Arican
Revolution was determined by strong economic isteggoups which sought independence
from supreme control in order to attain that su@eynin the state. What distinguishes the
American Revolution from the British Glorious Rewtwbn is the advantageous historical
development of North America in which there wasafsolute political power and thus the
American interest groups had better opportuniteegdin broad political power within the
Thirteen Colonies.

In the first half of the eighteenth century, Norfkmerica underwent crucial
demographic and economic changes. The entire pogulacreased from 210,000 in 1690 to
1,200,000 by the 17568.This rapid demographic growth led to remarkablenemic

prosperity, ranging from the export of a wide viyrief goods to the slave trade, which was in
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the hands of the colonial interest groups. The maidse were landlords, merchants, lawyers
and planters who were members of wealthy familibgclvowned a large part of the colonial
wealth that made them “free from external contypbhy other persor?® For this reason, the
moderates are often called “independents.” Thepgaddents’ economic advantage expanded
their social roles into colonial politics in whithey controlled the other social category that
can be referred to as “dependents.” The lower rafkhe dependents were poor citizens,
such as free laborers, servants and slaves whosubjected to the independents as available
manpower that consolidated the independents’ paliand economic autonomy. The middle
ranks of the dependents included many people vaitiical political views who supported
themselves as journalists, editors, merchants eisdas>’

In the pre-revolutionary era up to the 1760s,toelerates and the Loyalists mutually
cooperated, as they shared economic autonomy aradl political authority together. They
needed each other in order to keep stable conie eolonial trade and public affaitsin
the 1760s, the radicals gathered together in unolengd groups and published anonymous
pamphlets and essays in local newspapers. In tage of the American Revolution, the
political and cultural customs of the British moetay were still influential in the colonies
and, therefore, radical ideas were not yet founoufar with the dependents and were not so
dangerous for elites’ positions in the local ecop@nd politics®

The North American social, political and economitciation was thus relatively stable
up to the end of the series of wars which the &rittmpire waged against the European
world powers Spain and France from 1689 to 1*76fhe first military conflicts featured the
Nine Years’ War (1689 — 1697) and the War of tharfigh Succession (1702 — 1713). The
second cycle of wars featured the French and Indlan(1754 — 1763). The motive for these
military conflicts between Britain, Spain and Franeas religious and political supremacy
over European countries and the control of Northefioan territory and its natural weafth.

In 1763 the British Empire won the French and Indidar. Accordingly, the British gained a
large amount of territory in North America.

2 Jack P. Green®ursuit of Happiness: The Social Development ofyEsiodern British Colonies and the
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Until 1763 the British Empire had let colonial pickl circles function relatively
freely in return for peaceful cooperation with tBeitish parliament® Nevertheless, after
signing the Treaty of Paris (1763) which officiakynded the French and Indian War, the
British parliament found itself confronted by mampyoblems which resulted from the
consequences of the series of wars. Firstly, thgsBrparliament had to bear a massive debt
burden after heavy losses in battles. Secondlyag imperative to defend the large territory
of American land from prospective intruders. Congatly, the British parliament limited the
political and economic freedom of the moderatesnipyosing high taxes on colonists which
have been known as the Stamp AftsThe Stamp Acts was a series of direct taxes that
negatively influenced the entire economic spherethaf Thirteen Colonies and limited
economic freedom of the independents.

The British parliament thus initiated potentiallyploitative and dangerous political
tactics which could threaten the moderates’ pasitio colonial society. Moreover, the
Loyalists held better positions within the Thirte€olonies such as governors, royal and
executive officeholders. In this respect, the Lestalwere profoundly advantaged because all
colonists were economically dependent on tfiéidnder this condition the moderates might
lose their superiority and cohesion within the aband political spheres. In other words, the
moderates could have been overwhelmed by the fimlacrisis and consequently joined with
the dependent€ The moderates, on the other hand, hesitated ttenba the Loyalists and
the British parliament, as they lacked financiadowces and the ideological means which
were necessary for any political change. Henceysaiple radical change in moderates’ and
Loyalists’ mutual cooperation without a well-thotgiut plan could likewise lead to the loss
of economic and political superiority.The crucial turning point occurred when the Britis
parliament passed another series of acts, thisttimé&lavigation Act. The Patriots established
the First Continental Congress as a reaction tatte and openly opposed the British in the
1770s.

In the 1770s, the adverse change in the Patramtshomic and political autonomy
was, moreover, made potentially worse by anotheblpm: the mobs. The dependents were
directly affected by the series of wars that precetthe American Revolution. The wars were

accompanied by revolts and battles which claimedhymaolonists’ lives and which
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profoundly damaged the harmony in the social anlitiged systems in North America.
Furthermore, after the Treaty of Paris the Britisinforced military troops in America in
order to protect the American territory. Conseqlyerd large number of the dependents
created unruly mobs and demanded colonial socitgadlchanges and better conditions of
their rights?°

The moderates realized the extent to which theylee the support of the dependents
in order to win the conflict with the British. Ftris reason, they started to cooperate with the
radicals whose ideas appeared to be appealingetcdionists, as radicals offered social
security in the form of equal human rights. Modesahus adopted the concepts of radicalism
for the duration of the worst conflicts in the 1874@p to the Declaration of Independence in
17764

Nevertheless, the moderates’ and the radicalstioakhip gradually developed into
political rivalry when the American Revolution w&eading to its finish. Although the
radicals were still involved in colonial politicéter the Declaration of Independence in 1776,
their political power started to be disregarded anticized. Especially, Thomas Paine’s
radical ideas and influence on the public was aw®rsd dangerous to the stability of future
government. The radical influence eventually diggppd from the American political scene
during the drafting of thérticles of Confederatioin the 1770s and the 1780s and with the

arrival of the Second Great Awakeniffg.
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4. Dissemination of the Anglo-American Controversy

The American Revolutionary war led to a radicalrg@in the education of common men, as
the support of people was necessary to achieveAtherican independence. By the mid-
eighteenth century there were established sociabcations throughout the Thirteen
Colonies. In places such as clubs, taverns an@eofiuses, more and more enlightened ideas
were purveyed to “those who lacked the means, tonskills to acquire such knowledge on
their own.” In contrast to the British social organizationsichhwere limited to free men
and controlled by political authorities, coffeehesistaverns and clubs represented places
where “precedence was determined by the will ofomigj, and agendas were set by amicable
discourse and consent”

The most crucial means of communication and digsa#ion of the enlightened ideas
and the Anglo-American controversy were printedigef®rinted texts came out in a wide
variety of forms, such as volumes, pamphlets, napss and gazettes. Newspapers and
gazettes were especially considered “as easy eshatlknowledge as more highly calculated
to preserve the liberty, stimulate the industry ameliorate the morals of an enlightened and
free people® For instance, many anti-British articles and essagre published in the
Boston Gazettevhich was edited by Samuel Adams and inRkeansylvania Magazinghich
was edited by Thomas Paine in the 1770s. Peansylvania Magazinéound popular
especially with common men for its plain style agghlitarian political thought. Articles
celebrating America were in turn printed in t@eorgia GazetteMaryland Gazetteand
Connecticut Couranit’

The most influential philosophical ideas were jgl#d in the form of treatises and
inquiries which were typical of the intellectualminaries, such as John Locke, Thomas
Hobbes and Jean-Jacques Rousseau. Treatises weeenand especially within American
political circles. However, they were not accessiblthin non-elite groups of society because
of their length and expensive cost. For instancbnJ.ocke’sTwo Treatises on Government
cost 7.7 pounds. For this reason, many complexogbihical and political ideas were

rewritten and summarized in pamphléts.
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Pamphlets were read out to people in the socedctions and to soldiers on the
battlefields. They were accessible to common mentha price of one pamphlet did not
exceed two shillings. As a rule, pamphlets werelipibd in a short, emotional and dramatic
form. *° Pamphleteers, who wrote anonymously, used a veidger of genres and rhetorical
devices such as fables, parables, poems, metaphdrsimiles. Pamphlets thus became the
convenient instruments for creating strong argusiefdr and against American
Independence. It is stated that over four hundrachghlets related to the American
Revolutionary War were published before July, 1776*

Pamphlets became an effective political tacticttld American Revolutionary era.
Patriots developed the theme of republican mardinés supporting the American
Independence which called on American men to aewdly and fight for a republic.
Loyalists, on the other hand, created strong argisndor paternalism to achieve
reconciliation that reminded colonists of their tathl and political attachment to King
George lll. The examples of Loyalists’ pamphletpmarting the British Crown and
reconciliation are Joseph GallowaylssCandid Examination of the Mutual Claims of Great-
Britain and the Coloniesand an anonymous pamphletiendly Address to All Reasonable
Americans’? Important additional Loyalists’ pamphlets are alames ChalmerBlain Truth
and Charles Iglis’'She True Interest of America Impartially Statelsich were published as
reactions to Thomas Pain€®mmon Sense

Pamphlets written by Patriots up to 1776 can beasdiad into three categories.
Firstly, there were pamphlets written as a respomsgbe military conflicts between America
and Britain, for instancei Short Narrative of the Horrid Massacend A Narrative of the
Excursion and Revenges of the King’'s Troops unger@ommand of General Gage, on the
Nineteenth of April, 1774Secondly, there was a series of pamphlets pdlisis a response
to each other. These pamphlets were usually writiethe form of letters. The pamphlat
Letter from a Gentleman at Halifag a case in point. Thirdly, many public speecaed
ceremonies were republished in pamphlets by Psattmtsupport efforts to repeal the Acts
passed by the British parliamétit.
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Prior to the publication of PaineGommon Sensthere was a prevailing wish to
reconcile America with the mother country. For amste, John Dickinson’s series of letters
Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvangxpressed disagreement with the taxes imposed on
colonists but it simultaneously expressed a pleadoonciliation. Another example of such a
pamphlet that criticized the British action towatts Thirteen Colonies and at the same time
praised the British monarchy is James Otile'® Right of the British Colonies Asserted and
Proved>* No pamphleteer, however, supported American Inoegece before Thomas Paine

started his publishing career.
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5. Thomas Paine andCommon Sense

Thomas Paine was born on January 29, 1737 in TrdetkEngland. After acquiring a basic
education at Thetford School where he manifesteditarary talent, Paine was educated by
his father, a devoted Quaker, who imbued him wihligarian thought. Later Paine educated
himself by attending lectures on liberal and radiealightenment thought in London where
he simultaneously supported himself at a numbeplo$ including being a teacher and a
Methodist preacher. In London, Paine met BenjamankKlin in independent political circles
discussing the state of the American colonies. lframecommended to him that he should
leave for Pennsylvania to spread his radical thbagiong American’

Paine reached Pennsylvania in 1774 at a time wlerconflict between the Patriots
and the Loyalists had reached its peak. Paine mtagduced to the leading politicians of
Philadelphia due to his acquaintance with BenjaRranklin and soon he affiliated with the
political radicals of Philadelphia, including Bemja Rush. Paine was employed as an editor
at thePennsylvania Magazin@ which he honed his rhetorical style while psbing essays
on contemporary political and social problems of gkiwa. In addition to criticism of the
British parliament, Paine also castigated the matdsrfor establishing slavery in America.
Paine’s sharp criticism was not found popular waithny political leaders and Paine made an
enemy of many leading politicians in the Thirteesidies>®

In 1776 Thomas Paine penned the pamp@lelnmon Sensen Benjamin Rush’s
advice®’ The pamphlet was published for the first time anuiry 10, 1776. Paine insisted on
complete anonymity of his pamphlet to forestall frejudices of his personal foes and
political opponents and to maintain his identityaasommon man. The pamphl@bommon
Sensehad a wide readership within a mere few days. dPa#fused to gain profit from the
immediate success dCommon Sensand continued to insist on the anonymity of his
pamphlet, which caused him copyright and persamaibles. The first version ad€ommon
Sensewhich was signed by “an Englishman” was republisbg the printer Robert Bell on
January 29, 1776 without Paine’s permission. Ttieaship ofCommon Sendgecame soon
apparent to Paine’s colonial rivals and Paine fohimdself under verbal and even physical

attacks>®
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The pirate copies oc€fommon Sens@n the other hand, helped to propagate Paine’s
call for independence more quickly. Many common nidgentified themselves with the
radical ideas ofCommon Sensand felt encouraged by its emotional appeal. After
discovery of the identity of the author Gommon Sensdét was believed by the moderates
that Paine could win mobs over to the American pathelence. Consequently, over 400,000
copies ofCommon Sensegere republished and widely disseminated withfithencial support
of the moderate¥,

Soon after the publication @ommon Sens@aine penned another pro-independence
pamphletThe American Crisigand was employed as a secretary to Congress’s @taaran
Foreign Affairs. Nevertheless, Paine’s radical sje@specially those concerning the
unicameral system of government, were later foumduitable for the future of the
independent United States of America. When Painélighed more pamphlets on
unicameralism and full democracyhe Crisis Extraordinaryand Public Goodin 1783, he
was denounced not only by his political colleagimegovernment but also by the pré83he
insults became so strong that Paine decided te lemvEurope, as his personal friendship
with Thomas Jefferson posed a threat to Jefferguoliical career.

In Europe Paine became a popular figure in the dfreRevolution. He further
elaborated his strong radical ideas concerningesgcgovernment and unicameralism in
Rights of Manfor which he was imprisoned in France. In prisBajne penned the most
famous and controversial deistic wakge of ReasorPaine was released from prison in 1793
by the American ambassador James Monroe and arnvédnerica in 1802. The United
States was experiencing many changes. Thomas sheffdsecame the first Republican
President. Apart from the adoption of the Congbttutand the creation of bicameralism,
common men were influenced by the Second Great Aniag® Paine’s deistic ideas and
political radicalism suddenly did not endear him Americans. Only Thomas Jefferson
welcomed Paine with open arms and involved hisfiadohd in politics. Paine subsequently
authored a few more pamphlets supporting Repuldi‘dowever, he soon began to lose his
power, both political and physical. Thomas Pairezldin June 8, 1809 in New York.
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6. The Democratization of Political Language inCommon Sense

Thomas Paine was one of the early American Patnbts fully understood that “in order for
the revolution to take place in the minds of thepde, and for it succeed, it first had to be
available to them® One of the crucial radical features@dmmon Sensis thus its literary
style that supports “modernization of political soipusness® Modernization of political
consciousness refers to the changes in “the natuthe political reality.® It is about a
simplification of political language and politiceisues so that politics and public affairs can
be understood and consequently governed by all meluding the lower and middle ranks
of the dependents.

The idea of democratizing the public sphere sténms Paine’s moral and ethical
convictions which shape his political philosophyirie holds the belief that familiarity with
public affairs and participation in local politibsis a civilizing influence on common men. In
other words, if people are properly informed abantl responsible for public affairs, they
become more civilized. For this purpose, Paine awmnprovide the lower ranks of society
with “the opportunities of acquiring and communicgtknowledge.®® Although Paine was
inspired by Locke’s belief in human reason and sake view that the “human nature is not

of itself vicious™®’

in contrast to Hobbes, he simultaneously stredsesadical vision of the
possibility of improvement in common men’s reasad atellect.

Paine criticizes the distinction between the pubdind private spheres which,
according to Paine, was based on “ideology empldyeclites to conceal their political
motives.®® In the opening lines o€ommon SensPaine expresses his reservation about
political parlance which “excludes a man from theams of information® The complex
political phraseology and philosophical terms whach typical of the Enlightenment volumes
written by authors such as John Locke, Jean-JacBoesseau and Thomas Hobbes act,
according to Paine, as an obstacle to spreadinglkdge among common men:

And though the expressions be pleasantly arranggdwhen examined they appear
idle and ambiguous; and it will always happen, thatnicest construction that words
are capable of, when applied to the descriptiorsarhe thing which either cannot
exist, or is too incomprehensible to be within t@mpass of description, will be
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words of sound only, and though they may amuseetre they cannot inform the

mind.”® [sid]

Paine believes that political ideas require comcexpression in order to be properly
understood. He thus stresses simplicity that caedsdy illustrated by concrete context and
specific time which subsequently allows common rteecomprehend the political situation
and complexity. Common Sen® message, therefore, includes specific Enlightsmm
patterns, such as familiar findings of sciencetans geography and religion together with
political philosophy which helps common men intengect complex political philosophy
with simple familiar factg?!

Prior to the publication o€Eommon Sensenoderates also aimed to apprise colonists
of political developments of the 1760s and theyead70s, as this era of the American
revolutionary era played a vital role in preparfng American Independence. In 1765, John
Adams expressed his antipathy towards the Britighligmnent concerning the lack of
education among British citizens in Hgssertation on the Canon and Feudal Lawwhich
he claims that “ignorance and inconsideration dre two great causes of the ruin of
mankind.”? Although Adams acknowledges the need for an eddcaublic, his use of
overly formal language simultaneously excludes commen from the public sphere. Two
years later, John Dickinson published béiters from a Farmer in Pennsylvaniahich drew
common men closer to the problems of contemporalyigal affairs, as he uses persuasive
literary strategies, such as similes and writingtle first person. On the other hand,
Dickinson’s work lacks a coherent explanation of tideas of the Enlightenmefit.
Dissertation on the Canon and Feudal Land Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania
become an illustration of the prevalent view of thederates who believed that common men
should be “sufficiently educated” as to evaluate #tate of affairs in America, but they
should not be “so well informed that they wouldeltr judge public affairs on their owf*”

What makes Paine’€ommon Senseadical when compared to the works of the
moderates is the revolutionary change in the waxjgresses political reality. While Adams
and Dickinson used political texts as propagandsufmport the American Revolution and for
the benefits of the moderates, Paine becomes asepative of common men in colonial

politics, as he defends their common goo€Common Sensand gives them the opportunity
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of full democracy to participate in politics duettee simplification of political language and
the clear explanations of political reality.
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7. The Logical Appeal inCommon Sense

In the first chapter “Of the Origin and Design ob¥&rnment in General. With Concise
Remarks on the English Constitution” Thomas Pax@esses the motto of his social and
political philosophy: “I draw my idea of the fornf government from a principle in nature,
which no art can overturn, viz. that theore simple anything is, the less liable it is ® b
disordered’ " [sic] Simplicity is the maxim of logical appeal ommon Sensthat reflects
Paine’s inventiveness by which he further drawsajpislitical audience to political debate. In
the above mentioned chapter Thomas Paine adopt#laetic argumentative approach based
on the tenets underpinning the radical Enlightertnagology. The purpose of this chapter is
to illustrate the central ideas of Paine’s radjgalitical thought and with it the associated
logical appeal.

The crucial radical shift in political thought th@ihomas Paine makes {©ommon
Senserests upon the distinction between society andegouent: “Some writers have so
confounded society with government, as to leavk ldr no distinction between therff”’’
To better comprehend the nature and roles of so@eid government, Paine clearly
distinguishes the one from the other:

Society is produced by our wants, and governmenbunywickedness; the former
promotes our happiness positively by uniting odecifons, the latter negatively by
restraining our vices. The one encourages inteseguhe other creates distinctions.
The first is a patron, the last a punisHer.

Paine’s philosophy of society is founded on singaentific reasoning. Society works
as a well-ordered universe holding people togetheough the force of mutual wants,
affections and aid. It is a natural principle, litkee laws of the physical universe, that people
in the state of nature are predisposed to be decaidl mutually cooperative: “It serves to
show, that instinct in animals does not act witbrsger impulse, than the principles of society
and civilization operate in marf*’ The center of Paine’s moral and political phildspps
thus sociability that renders human coexistencerauous and self-regulating. This radical

concept approximates the French Enlightenment’spcehension of the formation of society
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as anatural instinct®® Paine further demonstrates the natural processaéty’s creation by
drawing his audience to a parable of colonial life:

Let us suppose a small number of persons settlednme sequestered part of the earth,
unconnected with the rest, they will then represeatfirst peopling of any country, or
of the world. In this state of liberty, society iMie their first thought. A thousand
motives will excite them thereto, the strength néanan is so unequal to his wants,
and his mind so unfitted for perpetual solitudeattihhe is soon obliged to seek
assistance and relief of another. [...] one man nigiur out the common period of
life without accomplishing any thing; when he hadle€d his timber he could not
remove it, nor erect it after it was removedsic]

The French Enlightenment thinker, Francois Marieoust, explains human
cooperation as a natural instinct through a stdrijwo men assisting each other to climb a
plum-tree to alleviate hunger. Paine similarly adapstory of building a joint dwelling in the
middle of a country that is isolated from the refsthe world® The striking parallel between
Paine’s short parable and the beginnings of thentzdtion of the New World is an example
of Paine’s use of simplicity and logical appeal mé&icans can easily identify themselves
with the fictional colonists ilCommon Senseas this small number of persons reflects their
own experience in early America. In other wordsnPallustrates his philosophy of the state
of nature in a very concise, simple waydommon Sendaut at the same time the main point
of the complex philosophy can be clearly understbgdcommon men due to its familiar
context.

John Locke’s liberalism espouses an opposite viewelnwdeals with the establishment
of society as an act of abandoning human natuhatgiby forming golitical institution

But though (common) men, when they enter into $pcggve up the equality, liberty,

and executive power they had in the state of nainte the hands of the society, to be
so far disposed of by the legislative, as the gobthe society shall require; yet it
being only with an intention in every one the bettepreserve himself, his liberty and

property®*

Unlike Paine, Locke does not draw a distinctiorwla&in civic society and political
society. Society is thus, in Locke’s political gigbphy, frequently understood and interpreted
interchangeably as governméhtThis model of government which is proposed by leock

functions, in Paine’s radical view, as an extermaervention into the natural order of
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societies and their natural preservation of riglklensequently, natural rights are absent in
Locke’s concept of government. Similarly to the riele philosopher Jean-Jacques Rousseau,
Paine finds the British governmental system to haréficial stratagem of economic interest
groups who aimed to preserve political and econgroiger in the hands of the minority of
wealthy peoplé” “Government ought to be as much open to improvémsmnything which
appertains to man, instead of which it has beenopaolized from age to age, by the most
ignorant and vicious of the human raée.”

On the other hand, Thomas Paine recognizes thessigcéor government control in
the state. Paine poetically refers to governmeritheesbadge of lost innocence” appealing to
the religious knowledge of his audierféeThis metaphor raises the subject of human vice.
Although society is an autonomous and self-regujaéintity and government is an artificial
institution, people are tempted to sins, just aarAdnd Eve were in Ed&h“As nothing but
heaven is impregnable of vice,” human imperfectionst be regulated by some form of
government? Paine’s view is that it is a republican form ofvgmment which can not only
regulate vice but also develop virtue in the statewever, this can occur only under the
condition that the government allovedl men to participate in public matters in order to
“improve the rights of common men and thus promuigher level of civilization.* In
contrast to his British and American liberal coupgets, who assign human virtue according
to race and social status without the possibilitingorovement of the people of lower ranks,
Paine’s radicalism believes that virtue can be eraged and improved in common men by
promoting human natural endowments for self-regutat Self-regulation and natural
cooperation of humankind is an important philosophipremise for Paine’s concept of
republicanism and international trade.

With this in mind, Paine continues to develop hasgble of colonial life and proceeds
to outline his concept of full democracy:

Some convenient tree will afford them (colonists$tate-House, under the branches
of which, the whole colony may assemble to deliteecan public matters. [...] In this
first parliameneveryman, by natural right will have a séat.
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When the small colony gradually extends, the negefs the control of human vice
compels its inhabitants to divide the colony intoaler parts and choose one representative
from each part. In contrast to Locke’s constitudlogovernment in which “the lord and
master of them all (people) sets one (man) abowe¢han and confer on him, by an evident
and clear appointment, an undoubted right to dasnimind sovereignty’® Paine’s republican
government ignores the class distinction and thgers¢ion of powers in government and
emphasizes the principle of “the right of the gowvst to self-government” with regard ad
men??

Guided by their natural instinct for sociability caimutual cooperation, colonists
establish a single colonial legislature controllda common interest and popular checks.
These popular checks are carried out democratjcafiythe representatives elected by the
colonists do not limit the natural freedom of pepplut defend the popular will and thus
support the common good. To preserve the popullly Raine suggests holding elections
often in order to promote sociability in the forrh feequent interchange of representatives
with the general body. This way, people are redyland actively informed about and
responsible for public affaif8.Paine then poetically concludes his thought ohdeimocratic
government:

Here then is the origin and rise of government; elggma mode rendered necessary by
the inability of moral virtue to govern the worltere too is the design and end of
government, viz. freedom and security. And howexar eyes may be dazzled with
snow, our ears deceived by sound; however prejudig wrap our wills, or interest
darkeggl our understanding, the simple voice of maamd of reason will say, it is
right.

Having presented his simple democratic allegoryind’aurns to introduce the
constitution of the British monarchy, making it &ap, by contrast, irrational and
complicated® Paine starts with a statement that the Engliststétation is an anachronism
based on the remains of “ancient tyrannf€sb demonstrate that the English constitution is
not a product of human reason or instinct but alypco of “obstinate prejudice” and English
“national pride,” Paine explains that the three stiinent parts of the British governmental

system — the King, the peers and the people remfiyochecking each other — are “flat
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contradictions” and create “an house divided agaitself.”*® Appealing to the laws of
scientific reasoning by stating a simple exampla afachine in motion, Paine concludes that
the British system is:

... felo de sefor as the greater weight will always carry ue tess, and as all the
wheels of a machine are put in motion by one, iy oemains to know which power in
constitution has the most weight, for that will gov, and though the others, or a part
of them, may clog, or, as the phrase is, checkapmlity of its motion, yet so long as
they cannot stop it, their endeavours will be igeftial; the first moving power will at
last have its way, and what it wants in speed ppked by time®

By this example of a machine in motion, Paine aimslemonstrate imbalance and
inequality of the British governmental system, wagnthat the tripartite division of
governmental powers in Britain became a meanseofrtimority to govern the majority. Paine
also expresses this conviction in Hghts of Man “In mixed governments there is no
responsibility: the parts cover each other tillp@ssibility is lost; and the corruption which
moves the machine, contrives at the same timenitsescape ™ In Paine’s radical political
thought, the mixed government serves as prote&ioalites from “inspection and indictment

01 On the contrary, Paine believes that a republfoam of government

by the citizenry.
based on unicameralism meets the needs of eqoéjigople:

Government in well-constituted republic, requiresbelief from man beyond what his

reason can give. He sees the rationale of the wdysliem, its origin and its operation;

and as it is best supported when best understded,httman faculties act with
boldness, and acquire, under this form of Governngegigantic manliness?

The preceding statement is an evidence of Pairdisflin human improvement which
can be facilitated by a republican form of governtm@&his thought is an important premise
for Paine’s unicameralism.

In the chapter “Of Monarchy and Hereditary SucagssPaine turns to the origins of
monarchy, recounting the biblical story of the Jewsrder to provide a deeper rationale for
his arguments for a repubfi® In this section Paine focuses his readers’ atientin the
artificial class-distinction in society by openitige second chapter with the following thought

on equality:
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There is [...] distinction for which no truly naturat religious reason can be assigned,
and that is, the distinction of men into KINGS &dBJECTS. Male and female are

the distinction of nature, good and bad the distimcof heaven; but how a race of

men came into the world so exalted above the agst,distinguished like some new

species, is worth inquiring int§?

Using the Bible as historical evidence, Paine destrates that “the exalting one man
so greatly above the rest cannot be justified enetfjual rights of nature, so neither can it be
defended on the authority of scriptur8’Paine aims to prove that “monarchy is ranked in
scripture as one of the sins of the Jews,” relffimghis arguments mostly on the books of
Samuef®® The Jews demanded a king, ignoring that “it was kinful to acknowledge any
being under that title’®” God, as Paine puts it, directed Samuel to coniiér tive Jews and to
make them use reason. Nevertheless, the peopleadifbllow Samuel's advice and God
permitted their suffering as a punishment for thaits!®® Paine claims that this is the
evidence that either “the Almighty hath enteredgristest against monarchical government is
true, or the scripture is falsé®® Paine then turns to “the evil of monarchy”, thatthe
hereditary succession to the throne and sociatippnswithin society, concluding that:

For all men being originally equals, no one byltbicbuld have a right to set up his
own family in perpetual preference to all others dwer, and though himself might
deserve some decent degree of honours of his cpotanes, yet his descendants
might be far too unworthy to inherit them. One loé tstrongest natural proofs of the
folly of hereditary right in kings, is, that natudesapproves it, otherwise she would
not so frequently turn it into ridicule by givingamkind an ass for lioh”

Similarly to Samuel, Paine i@Gommon Sensgarns colonists against the monarchy in
hopes that they can reawaken their autonomous @fderind and abandon the irrational
habits of monarchies! Paine again relies on simple logical argumentsgpeal to his
colonial audience. In the preceding quote, Pairierseto Aesop’s fable, in which an ass
disguises itself as a lion and later is betrayedt®yraying. Paine alludes to the fact that
many governors who reigned in Britain under theladlile of the British monarchs were

mentally insane. This fact includes King Georgevitho suffered from porphyria which
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prevented him from exercising his office severaies'? Another aspect of the absurdity of

hereditary succession is, as Paine points out,fdbe that “the throne is subject to be

possessed by the follies either of age or infarityHere, Paine raises the irrationality of the
habits entrenched in the system of monarchies.ePammoreover, illustrates that Kings’

business was nothing but laying “the world in bloadd ashes,” focusing the readers’
attention on the historical records of the Britlshgdom from the conquest of William the

Conqueror in 1066 to the reign of Henry VI in 1489Paine then concludes the chapter with
the following words, rejecting kings as suitableytvern:

In England a k- hath little more to do than to malee and give away places; which in
plain terms, is to impoverish the nation and setogether by the ears. A pretty
business indeed for a man to be allowed eight tashtitousand sterling a year for,
and worshipped into bargain! Of more worth is onedst man to society, and in the
sight of God, than all the crowned ruffians thagmeived*°

Paine then proceeds to open the chapter “Thoughthe Present State of American
Affairs,” announcing the central argument @mmon Sensd¢he American Independence.
This chapter is very strong in terms of the ematiappeal to his audience. With respect to
its logical appeal, Paine develops further hisdabjustification for independence:

It is repugnant to reason, to the universal ordethimgs, to all examples from the

former ages, to suppose, that this continent cageloremain subject to any external
power. [...] The utmost stretch of human wisdom canabthis time compass a plan
short of separation, which can promise the contineven a year's security.

Reconciliation was a fallacious dream. Nature ligkerted the connection, and Art
cannot supply her place. For, as Milton wisely esges, ‘never can true
reconciliation grow where wounds of deadly hateehpierced so deep'®

Here, Paine uses an example of dissenting ProtestarThe phrase “Never can true
reconciliation grow where wounds of deadly hateehpierced so deep” was actually uttered
by Satan. In Milton’sParadise LostLucifer voices his pain and growing feeling of
disenchantment with God, arriving at the conclustwat there is no hope of reconciliatidh.
Satan thus rebelled against his superior Lordnénseame manner, Paine insists that “there are

injuries which nature cannot forgivé!® “Every quiet method for peace hath been
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ineffectual,” Paine further argues, “our prayervendeen rejected with disdaifrt® Paine
implies that there is no other reasonable choiaa tb rebel against the British kingdom and
become independent.

Another example of Paine’s logical justificationr foxdependence which reflects
dissenting Protestantism is supported by the lafascience'® This time, Paine brings up
geographical facts and the historical period oGkt persecution:

Even the distance at which the Almighty hath pla€edland and America, is a strong
and natural proof, that the authority of the ongsrahe other, was never the design of
Heaven. The time likewise at which the continens wescovered, adds weight to the
argument, and the manner in which it was peopletdeases the force of it. The
reformation was preceded by the discovery of Anseras if the Almighty graciously
meant to open a sanctuary to the persecuted inefykars, when home should afford
neither friendship nor safety*

Paine further appeals to the laws of the univeigseno instance hath nature made the
satellite larger than its primary planet,” and peirout the logic that should apply to
governing: “There is something absurd, in supposir@ontinent to be perpetually governed
by an island.**

Indeed, all natural laws deny the connection betwsmerica and Britain. Every man
can find logical and natural justification for An@an Independence @ommon Sens@aine
uses simple examples from science, logic, hisipepgraphy and dissenting Protestantism, in
order to propose a complete change to politicdityeand makes monarchy the enemy to
common sense.

Paine, nevertheless, does not only look for reaBmmadependence, but also suggests
the means to gain it: “If there is any true cauk&ear respecting independence, it is because
no plan is yet laid down'*® Paine modestly recommends “hints” of a new remabli
government which, as he believes, would “form malerfor wise and able men to improve
to useful matter’®* In this part of Common SensePaine appeals to his independent
colleagues and recommends to them possible sotutfion the American republican
government.

In Common Senséaine stresses the principle-oriented governntbatradical idea
he summarized in hRights of Mann 1792:
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What is called a republic is not any particularnioof government. It is wholly

characteristical of the purport, matter or objemt Wwhich government ought to be
instituted, and on which it is to be employed, Reblica, the public affairs, or the
public good; or, literally translated, the publidng. It is a word of a good original,
referring to what ought to be tleharacterandbusinessof government; and in this
sense it is naturally opposed to the word monarehlyich has a base original
signification. It means arbitrary power in an indival person; in the exercise of
which, himself, and not the res-publica, is theeohj* [sid]

In Common Sensd’aine outlines his vision of this simple, prinejgriented
government, stressing the character and businegsvetfnment. To displace the authority of
George lll and the constitutional monarchy, Painggests a democratic form of government
for the colonies: “Let the assemblies be annuath wai President only. The representation
more equal. Their business wholly domestic, andestiio the authority of a Continental
Congress*® To ensure equality in the state, the ContinentahgZess and the colonial
assemblies alike must be based on unicameralisma ipolitical system that is operated by
one governing body in contrast to mixed governm&fit®aine further describes a simple
democratic structure for each colony divided inretts:

Let each colony be divided into six, eight, or teanvenient districts, each district to
send a proper number of delegates to CongresbBasedch colony send at least thirty.
The whole number in Congress will be at least 3&ch Congress to sit and to
choose a president by the following method. Whendiglegates are met, let a colony
be taken from the whole thirteen colonies by Iéterawhich let the whole Congress
choose (by ballot) a president from out of the gales of that province. In the next
Congress, let a colony be taken by lot from twedwdy, omitting that colony from
which the president was taken in the former Corggraed so proceeding on till the
whole thirteen shall have had their proper rotatfmd in order that nothing may pass
into a law but what is satisfactorily just, notdd@bkan three fifths of the Congress to be
called a majorit}?®

Paine’s plan for an American republic reflects imeral and social philosophy as it
was described in the parable of colonial life ie first chapter oCommon Sensén other
words, Paine’s draft for a democratic republic ssdd on the natural cooperation and
sociability of people. The creation of the unicaatestate assemblies is based on broad

suffrage and popular representation through fregatattions and with no class-distinction
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and no rivalry*?® The intention of this proposal is to ensure popwsiavereignty and to
guarantee that the government fulfils “the intesestthe people and their wilt*

To certify the common good in the state, Paine sstggan “intermediate body”
between the people and the Congress: a Contin€otaference. The Conference will write
the “Charter of United Colonies” which is to fixh# number and manner of choosing
members of Congress, members of Assembly, with tege of sitting, and drawing a line of
business and jurisdiction between them,” and setfteedom and property to all men, and
above all things the free exercise of religion,cading to dictates of consciencE® Put in
different words, the Charter of United Coloniesresgnts a document of procedural law
based on the principles of human natural righkerty, security and freedom of religion. It is
to be a modern parallel of the British Bill of Righ

In the conclusion of his draft of an American rejpuPaine delivers a republican rite,
displacing the last sentiments of kings and monarch

But where says some is the King of America? I'll y/eu my Friend, he reigns above,
and doth not make havoc of mankind like the Royaf Britain. Yet that we may not

appear to be defective even in earthly honoursalday be solemnly set apart for
proclaiming the charter; let it be brought fortlaggd on the divine law, the word of
God; let the crown be placed thereon, by whichvibdd may know, that so far as we
approve of monarchy, that in America THE LAW IS THENG. [...] Let the crown

at the conclusion of the ceremony be demolished,saattered among people whose
132

right it is.
This metaphorical destruction of crown, and of seign power, depicts the act of
decentralization of power from the King GeorgetdllAmerican people.

Paine believes that not only society and goverrtiroam work as mutually cooperative
and sociable entities, but also states can do sanomternational scale. Paine asserts that
“because it is the interest of all Europe to haveefica a free port,” an international trade
based on the mutual cooperation of states wouldregdmerica “the peace and friendship” of
Europe™* Paine views British capitalism as evil, becausexfiloits the colonists. However,
he does not consider international commerce tovhe@mmerce and trade between nations
supports, according to Paine, the natural mutuapemtion of humankind, and it is thus
beneficial to the happiness of people. Moreovéerimational trade would secure world peace,

as the nations become mutually dependent. Pain@ agsores the competition of social
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classes and rivalry between states and concludgsirtternational trade could work as “a
pacific system, operative to unite mankind by remdenations, as well as individuals, useful
to each other™®* 13°

The pamphlet includes key suggestions for a waythe new nation could work as a
republic which moderates were not able to proplengnulate or were hesitant to express. The
international trade appeals to the wealthy menit &visions greater economic and thus

political independence and autonomy.
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8. The Emotional Appeal in Common Sense

Together with logical arguments Paine uses an emaltappeal to his audience. Paine shows
a great insight into the psychology of his readarCommon Senseas he describes the
integral symbols of colonial cultural and politicaystems: monarchical paternalism and
republican manhood. Realizing that emotional arowsa profoundly affect the human
assessment of the situation, Paine operates wattetthemes in favor of his arguments for
American Independence.

Paine open€ommon Sensgith the following statement:

Perhaps the sentiments contained in the followiagep, are not yet sufficiently
fashionable to procure them general favor; a loagithof not thinking a thing wrong,

gives it a superficial appearance of being right eaises at first a formidable outcry
in defence of custortt® [sid]

Beginning with these words, Paine points out theieart prejudice that holds the
theocratic idea that a monarch depicted as thedigh Father is indisputably right. Paine
warns that the policy of monarchy became a funatibentrenched custom instead of human
reason. Since King George Ill was perceived as {thter familiasof the nation,**’ the
colonists were culturally attached to the monarf€étom the political point of view, this
cultural custom represents a perilous pattern tfgvahal authority that implies a society of
“dependent beings, weak and inferior, without aatop or independencé3®
The controlling emotions which Paine puts forthtGommon Sensare thus connected to the
metaphorical relationship between America and Brita which America is depicted as a
child and Britain represents a mother. The emotiappeal that Paine makes is simple: to
devalue this connection. The first reference toftimilial metaphors is found in the chapter
“Thought on the Present State of American Affai’make a strong emotional objection to
the arguments for reconciliation with Britain whishere grounded on the mother-child
relationship, Paine argues:

| have heard it asserted by some, that as Ameadla tourished under the former

connexion with Great Britain, that the same conoexs necessary towards her future
happiness. [...] We may as well assert, that becawseld has thrived upon milk, that

it is never to have meat; or that the first twegegars of our lives is to become a
precedent for the next twent3? [sid]
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The preceded statement is an example of the Eahgitnt conception of immaturity
as political subjection and maturity as a symbdireédom, as it was expressed by Immanuel
Kant in his essayAn Answer to the QuestioWhat is the Enlightenment?aine aims to
explain that American maturity is decelerated bg ttonnection with Britain and that
reconciliation is an obstacle to political and emmic growth of the American coloni&®
America is no longer an infant who needs breadt mibrder to survive, as she is sufficiently
developed in terms of economic and political affaifhis theme of maturity also appears in
Paine’sAmerican Crisisin which he asks his male colleagues: “Is it thieriest of a man to
be a boy all his life?*! From the psychological point of view, Paine atté&rp persuade his
readers to act as the right republican men whd fghinst injustice and protect their country
from tyranny.

Paine continues to devalue the familial conneclietween Britain and America and
aptly points out the fact that Britain is incorlgcddressed as a mother country, as America
became “the asylum for the persecuted lovers of @and religious liberty from every part of

142 If there is a “mother” of America, it must be loglly Europe. Paine further

Europe.
focuses the readers’ attention on the wartime pnateded the American Revolution and
stresses the fact that colonists became victinpgeyfidice and crime:

Even Brutes do not devour their young, nor savagake war upon their families;
wherefore the assertion, if true, turns to her agpin; but it happens not to be true, or
only partly so, and the phrase parent or mothentrguhath been jesuitically adopted
by the — and his parasites, with low papisticaliglesf gaining an unfair bias on the
credulous weakness of our mind3[sid

The concept of Britain’s paternal role is founded mendacity and hypocrisy that
limits America’s ability to see her opportunitiesliberty and independendé? The preceding
statement can also be interpreted in a differeny. wdthough Paine’s words reflect an
obvious disdain with the elites’ manipulation of seas of people, the words “credulous
weakness of our minds” indicate the self-incurmaghaturity and ignorance of humankind. It
is time to awaken human reason and stop relyingothiers’ decisions. The metaphors:

“brutes,” “savages” and “parasites” stress the dyisen of Paine’s argument.
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The peak of Paine’s emotional appeal concernirgg gaternal relationship is the
following quote:

No man was a warmer wisher for reconciliation thagself, before the fatal
nineteenth of April 1775, but the moment the evanthat day was made known, |
rejected the hardened, sullen tempered PharaoHa@fever; and disdain the wretch,
that with the pretended title of FATHER OF HIS PH®Pcan unfeelingly hear of
their slaughter, and composedly sleep with theioblupon his souf*®

Paine demonizes King George Il by depicting himaasiass murderer of his own
people. Calling the monarch “Pharaoh” and “wretdPdine degrades and devalues George
[II's cultural and political influence over colomss

Another example of the theme of family@ommon Sensevhich also plays a pivotal
role in an emotional appeal towards the colonidlem; is posterity. The theme of posterity is
interconnected with the theme of futdfé“Posterity are virtually involved in the contesida
will be more or less affected to the end of timi&.Paine asserts that an immediate action is
inevitable or the future of America is endangered:

The least fracture now will be like a name engrawith the point of a pin on the
tender rind of a young oak; the wound will enlavgéh the tree, and posterity read it
in full grown charactet?®

Paine further warns colonists, especially those wawe become parents, that
reconciliation with Britain will “leave sword to oichildren,” and that it is against human
reason to support a monarchy which will “leave tfext generation to be cutting throats,
under the violated unmeaning names of parent arild.’©® Paine then turns to the
responsibility of parenthood:

As parents, we can have no joy, knowing ttlas governmen{of Britain) is not
sufficiently lasting to ensure any thing which wayrbequeath to posterity: And by a
plain method of argument, as we are running thé gereration into debt, we ought
to do the work of it, otherwise we use them meamg pitifully. In order to discover
the line of our duty rightly, we should take ourildten in our hand, and fix our
station a few years farther into life; that emiremgll present a prospect, which a few
present fears and prejudices conceal from our $igfsid

Although Paine illustrates immaturity negatively gonnection with America’s

political and economic growth, he at the same tises immaturity and childhood in terms of
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posterity as a way to affect the future positivelg. soon as American children are liberated
from the influence of monarchy and the problemsneated with it — debts, and irrational and
tyrannical customs, America will have a better fatti*

The next theme that appears in the pag€somimon Sensgs republican manliness that has a
minor role in the pamphlet. Paine believes that Acaeis entrenched in deep prejudice that
must be eliminated. For this reason, Paine appedls readers:

| have no other preliminaries to settle with thader, than that he will divest himself
of prejudice and prepossession, and suffer hisoreasd his feelings to determine for
themselves; that he will put on, or rather thatwiienot put off, the true character of a
man, and generously enlarge his views beyond &ept day>?

Thus, Paine argues in a manner similar to hisgatounterparts: Benjamin Franklin
stressed “manly freedom” in his speeches, John Adapraised “manly pertinacious spirit
against tyranny,” and Thomas Jefferson applaudecerfan soldiers for “demonstrating
manly firmness and manly spirit by renouncing Bfitiauthority.**® Paine calls upon
American colonists to think and act without prepedi as the right republican men.

Paine attacks the supporters of reconciliatiofingathem “men of passive tempers
who look somewhat lightly over the offences of Bint” and claims that a Loyalist has a
“heart of a coward, and the spirit of a sycophawtjb is not “awaken from fatal and unmanly
slumbers.*** Paine, however, does not decry only those who@tppconciliation but also
his moderate counterparts, naming them:

Interested men, who are not to be trusted; weak wiencannot see; prejudiced men
who will not see; and a certain set of moderate,mdno think better of the European
world than it deserves; and this last class byllgndged deliberation, will be the
cause of more calamities to this continent thaothiér threé>°

The criticism of moderates also appears in somPaihe’s essays published in the
Pennsylvania Magazing which he calls the leading political figurese4perate wretches”
who “steal and enslave men by violence and murdegéin.™® This reflects the growing

political tension between the moderates and thieaksd
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9. The impact of Common Sense

Common Sensexperienced immediate success. The radical, BemjRush, proclaimed that
Common Sensturst from the press with an effect which hashabeen produced by types
and papers in any age or country” and that “itecff were sudden and extensive upon the
American mind... read by public men, repeated in €labd spouted in Schools.” George
Washington remarked tha€Cbmmon Sense working a powerful change there (Philadelphia)
in the minds of many people,” and Abigail Adamstdsgr husband John Adams a letter with
the message that the pampbhlet is “highly prize@ iBoston) and carries conviction wherever
it is read.™’

There were also many positive reaction€Ctmmmon Sensgublished in the colonial
newspapers and gazettes. Perhaps the most inspirittiese are found in thidew York
Journalthat acknowledged the succes€oinmon Sense

You can scarce put your finger to a single pageybu are pleased, though it may be,
startled, with the sparks of original genius. [.t.jreats of most important subjects of
America. [...] Exciting and calling forth to publidew, the thoughts of othetg®

The Connecticut Gazetteesponded to the anonymous authoCommon Sensia a
poetical way:

You have declared the sentiments of millions. Yquoduction may justly be
compared to a land-flood that sweeps all beforé\ie were blind, but on reading
these enlightening works the scales have fallem fiur eyes; even deep-rooted
prejudices take to themselves wings and flee ajvay.The doctrine of independence
hath been in times past, greatly disgustful; weoatad the principles — it is now
become our delightful theme, and commands our paftestions:>®
The radical ideas o€ommon Sensespired the lower and middle ranks of the
dependents. For instance, the middle class meslzaa tobacco planters refused to respect
colonial leaders and attempted to escape tradistgiagons imposed by the independetffs.
The middle class artisans and small tradesmen lkewise encouraged by Paine’s radical
political thought, as they “launched a full-scaltaek on wealth and even on the right to
acquire unlimited private property® The lower ranks of the dependents spread the gessa
of Common Sensa every part of the Thirteen Colonies and begaaolaim their right to be

involved in public affairs. The extent to whidhommon Sens@fluenced common men
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disquieted the many of the independents. The Aagliminister Jacob Duché argued that
after the publication ofCommon Sengsesuddenly “the poorest laborer... thinks himself
entitled to deliver his sentiments in matters dftms with as much freedom as the gentlemen
and the scholar*®?

Common Senséowever, did not motivate only the dependentaditon. On June 7,
1776 the politician Richard Henry Lee was inspilgdPaine’s proposals for a unicameral
system of government and on international tradej he drafted the Constitution of
Pennsylvania. Similar to Paine’s plan for a newul#jgan government, the constitution
stressed “great trust in the judgment of the amiyé and relied on “the maturity of popular
judgment.*®?

Paine’sCommon Sensalso did great service to the Declaration of Iredefgnce in
1776. Thomas Jefferson was inspired by Paine’sitagah beliefs and strong emotional
arguments against George lll. He learned from Ptiag “personalizing an enemy was the
best way to arouse emotional support for a catféeConsequently, in the first draft of the
Declaration of Independence Jefferson decided amélGeorge Il for all the tragedy that
had struck America:

He waged cruel wars against human nature itselfating its most sacred right of life
and liberty in the persons of distant people wheen®ffended him, captivating them
into slavery in another hemisphéfa.

This version of the Declaration of Independenceyéwer, was found inappropriate
and unpopular with the slave owners from the Soespecially from Georgia and Carolina.
After meeting John Adams and Benjamin Franklin 774, Jefferson was persuaded to edit
the first draft and to overlook all comments orvely.*®°

After declaring their independence on July 4, 17tf& Founding Fathers had to
decide on what kind of government they should distaland how the thirteen states would be
related to the central government. The first naiggovernment arrangement resulted in the

Articles of Confederatial®’ The first draft of theArticles of Confederatiqnwhich were
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drafted in 1776, approximated the unicameralisnppsed by Thomas Paine, as the Congress
consisted of only one chamber in which each ottivéeen states had one vdfé.

Nevertheless, there were growing concerns about uheameral system of

government during the 1780s. The Congress couldonot all the thirteen states to meet the
needs of the central government which had to resthe economic and social problems
which resulted from the American Revolutionary Wd&ontrary to Thomas Paine’s
philosophical surmises that colonies would mutualipperate in the planning of the state
laws and in the national commerce, the Congresstthaettle legal and economic disputes
between the states which culminated in rebellisnsh as Shays’ Rebellion in 1788.
Drawing on this experience, the Founding Fathergiaa that the assigning the legislative,
judicial and executive powers to the populationaagvhole in the unicameral system of
government could in the course of time act arblyraand thus become either autocratic or
anarchistic.’

John Adams reacted ©@ommon Sensand its proposal for a unicameral system of
government very truculently. In hihoughts on Governmentdams calls Paine an anarchist
and expresses the idea that a unicameral systemisgroposed by Paine is “prone to
greed.*™ Adams finds Paine’s unicameralism too democratit taus too dangerous for the
public good, as common citizens are not properblified for politics and unicameralism can
be thus swayed by emotions and passions of mernhisareason, it is necessary, according to
Adams, to “depute power from the many to the fewth®f most wise and good’? [sid]
Consequently, the Congress resolved the probleamicbmeralism in the Great Compromise
that established bicameral system of governmerg. gdvernment was thus divided into two
houses: the House of Representatives and the Seviath were responsible for the
separation of powers and the checks and balances.

The controversy of unicameralism was caused by nbgative experiences with
unicameral systems of governments. This fact wesedaby the Loyalist, James Chalmer,
who pennedPlain Truthin reaction tadCommon Sens€halmer criticizes Paine for being “a
political quack” that supports a “Quixotic systema$ republics in all ages and places were
always aggressive. Chalmer also criticizes Paiasistional outburst towards King George

[ll, being convinced that America would not be sgsful without the help of the British
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monarchy. Another Loyalist, Charles Iglis, also bisuPaine’s republican government and
emphasizes that the principles of the American Regvm would not exist without the
principles of the Glorious Revolution of 1689 Tine True Interest of America Impartially
States|glis criticizes Paine’s arguments against momasehich are grounded on the biblical
references and disparages Paine’s radical distinttetween society and government, stating
that one from the other cannot be distinguished thatl one without the other cannot be
implemented.”® Iglis’s criticism also reflects the notion thattiprinciple-oriented ideas of
the Enlightenment began to be considered as togaitipal and unrealistic in political
practice in the late 1770s and the 1780s. Heneegxberience-oriented government based on
a bicameral system of government was preferredhin final draft of theArticles of

Confederatiorand the resulting government was divided into Répans and Federalists.
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Conclusion

Thomas Paine’s radicalism was unparalleled in thge Af the Enlightenment. Paine’s
extremist positive view of humankind that all humb@ings are naturally predisposed to
govern themselves by their natural instinct forighitity and mutual cooperation created a
unique political philosophy which is reflected ratly in the content o€Common Senskeut
particularly in the literary style of the pamphlet.

Paine’s idiosyncratic political language expressedCommon Senséecame the
language of full democracy that empowered the dégeis and gave them confidence in the
public matters which posed a potential menace t ghblitical elites of the American
Revolution. Paine’sCommon Senseepresents a unique revolutionary pamphlet that
eliminated the information gap between the pubhd a@he private spheres in the Anglo-
American controversy by a simple literary tacticsahplification of complex philosophical
ideas. Paine’s passionate plea for the Americaededdence and his emotional outburst
towards the King George lll depreciated the cult@t@achment of America to the Great
Britain and his logical justification for republicem made the British governmental system
of monarchy an enemy to common sense.

The most radical concept of Paine’s political pbdphy is the crucial difference
between society and government which might leagassible ambiguity of his radicalism
that holds the belief that human beings are visuouthe state of nature. If people are
naturally predisposed to autonomous and self-réigglgovernance, why do they need a state
government? If people are innately virtuous, whytdey need external control over their
vices?

People are naturally virtuous in the sense ofdlea that human beings are led by their
instincts for sociability and mutual cooperation rrwaintain the bare necessities of life.
However, all human beings may be tempted to sinthéyrying circumstances of the world
around them. The government is, therefore, onlyemma of protecting the citizens from
possible evil and, moreover, it is a mode of retgrand improving human virtue in the state.
Paine argues that it is only the principle-orientegublic which focuses on the purpose of
government rather than on its form, which can f&té justice in politics. He further
suggests that a unicameral body for the governnsetite most effective structure since it
provides formal assurance that the governmentatsfiae will of the people and supports the
natural mutual cooperation of people in the state.

The merits of unicameralism are particularly apt nwaintain human natural

predisposition towards sociability and mutual caapen. In the unicameral system of
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government people are directly involved in politicaatters. There is consequently no
distinction in social classes or formal positioms the government. Hence, people are
becoming the source of the laws and the rightherstate.

This radical change to political power was not fdyoopular with the moderates who
already had gained broad economic and politicaluémice in the North America. The
unicameral system of government as proposed byeRaould result in weakening of the
moderates’ supremacy in the Thirteen Colonies. dd@momic and political power would be
decentralized from the leading politicians to peoglor this reason, the moderate contingent
of the American Revolution began to stress the Iprolof functionality of unicameralism in
political practice.

The problem of unicameral system of government egpgsed by Paine was
particularly the equal separation of powers in gogernment. Paine’s unicameralism does
not allow proper checks on the national legislatunegle by a second chamber of government.
This aroused worries that the unicameral systegowérnment would resulted in absolutism
or in anarchism. The unicameral system of governmwes found too inconvenient and
dangerous in political practice in the post-reviolbary era in the North America.
Consequently, the bicameral system of governmemtieti into the House of Representatives
and the Senate was established in order to sequad separation of powers and the equal
checks and balances.

Paine was in the end one of the most influentiahlbfthe American revolutionary
thinkers, and through his writings he ensured that democratic rights odll Americans

would continue to be advanced.
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RESUME

Tato bakal&ské prace se zabyva radikalnim politickym mySleaimerického revoluciorié
Thomase Paina tak, jak jej vyjdldv pamfletu Common SensgpreloZzeno:Selsky Rozum
Cilem resumé je seznanidten&e s nejdlezitéjSimi vysledky tohoto badani.

Politické mysleni Thomase Paina se v poslednidieche stalo vyhledavanym
piednttem zajmu politickych a historickychéd. Pro lepSi pochopeni velmi komplexni
interpretace Painova radikalismuCoemmon Sensbylo tedy nutné v teoretick&asti jasi
vymezit intelektualni a historicky kontext tohotdlad Z tohoto dvodu se teoretick&ast
zabyva intelektualnim hnutim osvicenstvi, kteréeobgleow propojeno s Americkou revoluci.
Americké osvicenstvifpdstavuje vyznamné sociélpolitické a historicko-kulturni obdobi
rané historie Severni Ameriky, které vyvrcholiloAmerickou revolgni valku, jejimz
konenym vysledkem bylo vyhlaSeni nezavislych Spojenytéti americkych. Nejvice
pozoruhodna éra amerického osvicenstvi zahrnuja 80. |éta 18. stoleti, kterd zaznamenala
klicovy meznik v americké historii. Ze soci&politického hlediska je toto obdobi
definovano jako dlouhodoby proces intelektualnimehodnoceni a nasledného pédiai
socialnich a politickych tradic Velké Britanie a twgieni novych politickych norem
vhodnych pro budouci americkou spwiest. V historicko-kulturni souvislosti je toto aida
vhiméano jako kulturni odlaieni Ameriky od své rodné vlasti a oslabeni statpiternalismu
typického pro Britskou monarchii.

Osvicenstvi se obeg&rvyznaovalo komplexni filozofii, ktera se zabyvala teamie
lidské mysli a vhodného vedeni lidi v zemi. Osvitemmyslitelé jako jsou John Locke,
Thomas Hobbes nebo Jean-Jacques Rousseau svyrofiikymi idejemi zasadn prispeli
k vytvoreni politického souboru lidskych prav a zakgro budouci liberakh demokratické
zen®. Nicméré zasadni filozofické a politické koncepty liberaémokracie byly zriamé
omezeny pro Sirokou vejnost kwili finanéni nedostupnosti adeckych spig ¢i jejich
komplexnosti a nesrozumitelnost prézhého obana, tedy otana, ktery byl v 17. a 18.
stoleti vniman jakélovék bez demokratickych préy majetku.

Prvni zasadni znak Painova radikalismu tedy tkwiodernizaci vyjatbvani politické
filozofie osvicenstvi. Paine vytyib v Common Senspoliticky literarni styl, ktery otetel
cestu BzZnym oltanim ke komplexnim filozofickym a politickym idejim.efo literarni
taktika sp@ivajici v prosté alegorické demonstraci filozofichya politickych koncefit na
konkrétnich familiarnich ifkladech tehdejSiho &ta, jako nafiklad zakladni geografické,

historické, wdecké ¢i nabozZenské d&domosti, umoznila &nym olganim pochopit

44



komplexni teorie politické filozofie. Paine timtgisobem zasa@nzmensil rozdil mezi
soukromou a viejnou sférou politiky¢imz ch&l umoznit BZnym olganim moznost imého
zasahu do wejného dni, jinymi slovy zavedeniiiimé demokracie.

Ostrym metaforickym jazykem PaineGommon Sensezn&il britského krale Jiho
[ll. za vraha svého lidu, pavaZujic ho za lidskéboZzéka, ktery neni hoden paternalistického
postaveni ve st&tPaine popsal vladni tripartitni systém kongtifunonarchie Velké Britanie
za lidsky Hich, ktery je pouhym nastrojem kapitaligak skryvat své politické motivyipd
ob¢any. Timto zjgsobem Paine napomohl k znehodnoceni a faiapolitického systému
Britské monarchie v Severni Americe.

Paine vCommon Senseavrhuje vSak i alternativy zaloZzeni novych pokfich norem
americké spolmosti. Zakladem Painovy radikalni filozofie je silivira v lidské ctnosti.
Paine ¥fi, Ze lidé jsou schopni vladnout sami &ata zaklad svych girozenych instinki.
Paine tak vytvé silny rozdil mezi civilni spokosti a viadou. Lidé twd spol&nost, protoze
jsou k tomu pedukeni a potebuji jeden druhého kziti. Z tohoto dvodu jsou civilni
spole&nosti jeSt pred zasahem vlady jiz autonomni a samospravné. Bgin#eswdéen, Ze
spole&nost lidi bez zasahu vlady funguje nejlépe, avSakska mysl je potizena zapornym
vlastnostem, a tudiz &ita vladni kontrola nad lidskymi bestmi je nutna.

Paine tedy navrhuje €ommon Senseadikalni gimou demokracii progednictvim
republiky, kterd je spravovana vladou zaloZenoupriacipech. Tyto principy spdvaji v
zachovani lidskych firozenych schopnosti vladnout sobamym. Aby nedoSlo k omezeni
predispozici lidi vladnout seébsamym, Paine dopatuje unikameralismus, tedy vladni
strukturu jedné komory, ktera jednétnodpovida za vykonnou, soudni a zakonodarnou moc.
V konceptu Painova unikameralismu se vSichni lid&tre stednich a nizSichid, ve viaa
postupr vymenuji a tak se stavajirpmou sodasti tvorby mocenské kgné spravy statu.

Painiv koncept jednokomorového parlamentu zasawnivnil Konstituci Pensylvanie
roku 1776. Tato konstituce byla charakteristicka,tZze striktd odmitala vicekomorovy
parlament a vkladala veSkerouwivdru ve wili lidu. Nicméné po vyhlaSeni nezavislych
Spojenych stétamerickych a vydanilank: Konfederaceprvni pisemnou Gstavu Spojenych
stati americkych zaloZenou na unikameralismu, bylo sied Ze jednokomorovy kongres a
jeho velka vira v okany nebyla v praxi idealni.dem politické a ekonomické krize, ktera
nasledovala po skdéani Americké valky, Kongres nedokazal efek&vkontrolovat vSech
tiinact stadh a dochazelo k povstanim a rebeliim. Na z&kk&dhto negativnich zkuSenosti,
byly Clanky Konfederaceupraveny a vysledna vlada byla sestavena z dvoaimrého

Kongresu skladajici se ze &nmovny reprezentafit a Senétu.
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Appendix A: A famous portrait of Thomas Paine by Auguste Mi#iecirca 1876




Appendix B: A photo of the original pamphl€ommon Sensghich was published in
Philadelphia by Robert Bell*

COMMON SENSE
INHABITANTS‘

A M Bk A
On the following interefting |
SUBJECTS

I. Of the Origin and Defign of Government in general;
with concife Remarks on the Englith Conftitution.

Il. Of Manarchy and Hereditary Succeffion:

I1I. Thoughts on the prefent State of Americai Af?airs.

: IV, Of the prefent Ability of America; thh fome m;fcellaneous
Reflections.

Written by an ENGLISHMAN,

Man knows no Mafter fave ;re:ting Heaves,
O: thefe whom choice and common good ordain,
Tromson/

PHILADELPHEA, Priceed.

And Sold by R. BELE; in Third-Street, x776.

4 This photo was accessed online on June 13, 28tp4//literarypubcrawl.com/wp-
content/uploads/2014/01/common-sense.jpg
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Appendix C: A diagram representing the unicameral system ofgowent of the United

States as proposed by Thomas Pair@dmmon Sensg>
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175 Although this diagram was published on Wikipedie quality of the diagram is considered to beuldef

this bachelor paper. All rights belonged to Mathi@authier-Pilote, accessed on June 13, 2014,

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/fCommon_Sense_(pamp#letediaviewer/File:Constitution-usa-thomas-paing.pn
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