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Abstract

This bachelor paper examines the image of the Amaertity in the first half of the
twentieth century. It focuses on the elements sashhistorical background, urban
development and socio-cultural aspects which hetpgdrm the overall image of the
city. Particular attention is devoted to the soeatl cultural factors, primarily to the
minorities. These are analyzed in the practical. (Zelected features are demonstrated
on the city of Chicago. Furthermore, they are ptld upon in detail in the novels of
the American authors Upton Sinclaiifhe Jungleand Richard Wright Native Son.

They are set in the literary genre of the era, @rdpared according to their similarities

and divergences in relation to the image of the cit

Key words
United States of America; Chicago; minorities; irgnation; oppression; city; social

classes; housing

Abstrakt

Tato bakal&ska prace se zabyva obrazem americkéégtarv prvni polovia dvacatého
stoleti. Zamstuje se na prvky, jako néjglad historické prosedi, néstskou vystavbu a
socialre kulturni aspekty, které se podilely na uar@d celkového obrazu dsta.
Posled® zminovanym aspekim je wnovana zvlastni pozornost, zejména mensinam,
jakozto prvikim figurujicim v analyze v praktick&sti prace. Vybrané rysydsta jsou
demonstrovany na &tu Chicago a blize rozebrany v novelach americksatoti
Uptona Sinclaira F+he JunglgéDZungle)a Richarda Wrighta Native Sor{Syncerného
lidu), které jsou pedstaveny blize, ¥azeny do dobového literarniho kontextu a déale
porovnany dle jejich spataych a odliSnych ryspodoby ndsta.

Kli ¢ova slova
Spojené staty americké; Chicago; mensSiystghovalectvi; Utlak; mésto; spoléenské

téidy; bydleni
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1. Introduction

The beginning of the twentieth century is perceivedhe United States of
America as the age of the city. It follows the isttial nineteenth century in which
Industrial revolution increased the growth primaiih the northern and northeastern
cities (such as New York or Chicago), and the ittkigzation gave rise to the massive
urban development. Also another factor contribugigphificantly to the growth of the
cities and that was a massive influx of immigramtich commenced already in the
nineteenth century. Demands for the larger productose and the need for new job
positions lured foreigners to the United StatesAaoferica and its population grew.
America became a place of unlimited possibilitiédowever, as the production
increased, the capitalist system showed its dasidgs and hand in hand with that
raised the consumerism; the society became maseraald the gap between the rich
and poor broadened distinctly. The initial decanlethe twentieth century were labeled
as the Progressive Era as the reform-seeking Aaresizvanted to improve the newly-
industrialized society

This bachelor paper deals with the era of the fiedf of the twentieth century.
The main focus is directed towards the city. Itsag® is presented in several
miscellaneous aspects which provide an overallooktlon the image of a city as a
whole. For the closer analysis the city of Chicag®s chosen as the main representative
of an American city of the first half of the tweetth century as it serves as the main
setting of both of the analyzed novels. The aimtlo§ paper is to sum up the
fundamental features of an American city at thesetuof the twentieth century.

The work is divided into a theoretical part andractical part. The first chapter
in the theoretical part introduces the historiaahtext of the United States of America
where the growth of the predecessors of the corteany cities began. Another chapter
provides a historical development of Chicago itsB#sides that, the way the city itself
was perceived is mentioned. The following chaptarguaint the reader with reasons
that led to the massive urban development, whétltencerned the city’s division“A
City”, Perception of the Cityroad network —Transport in the Cityor the housing

construction -Housing



These further proceed to the chapter naifleel American Societyhich depicts
the image of the society and social issues. Incttepter —-Social Classe# analyzes
and divides the society into individual classesl mentions their typical characteristic
features. A significant role is performed by thdldeing chaptersimmigrants and
African Americansas they deal with the principal problematic of th&sequently
analyzed novel3he JungleandNative Sonwhich both depict the oppressed part of the
American society.

The following chapteihe Naturalists and Naturalisms then dedicated to the
literary output of the era to offer the reader apbr insight into the nature of the two
analyzed books. It compares the differences betweafism and naturalism and
introduces the authors whose literary output wdkienced by naturalism such as
Upton Sinclair and Richard Wright.

The practical part introduces the works of the algtic writer Upton Sinclair,
the author ofThe Junglewho, through his book presents the inhuman liang unfair
working conditions of the immigrants living in Claigo and the proletarian notive
Son by Richard Wright, the African American represéint fighting against
oppression.

The final part consists of several subchaptersimtpalosely with the previously
mentioned works. After a short introduction of th@oks”™ main contents, a comparison
of the books follows to discover principal simitees and distinctions. For the detailed
analysis those motives that presumably best représe image of a city are chosen.

The further analysis concerns the leading charmabérthe books - Jurgis, a
young healthy man of the immigrant family on whormmckir demonstrates the
destructing influence of the capitalistic, matdyiariented society, and Bigger Thomas
who, put under certain circumstances, commits anerirepresents the oppressed
African American society. These leading characéeesfurther compared and examined.

Towards the end of the thesis a detailed analydisectwo novels is carried out.
It consists of those motives that presumably begtesent the image of the city. The
chapterCharacter of Housing in The Jungle and Native $ortrays the city from a
visual and architectural point of view wherddslanthropic AttitudesandHardships of
Life rather represent the social and cultural aspedtseafirban life.



2. Rise of Urban America

2.1 America - from Settlements to Cities

The continent of America lies in the western mdrthe world and for its rather
young history it is often called the “New World” @#swas discovered as late as the
fifteenth century. However the first inhabitantgrig on this continent were Indians and
their history dates back much further.

The very beginning of the settlements of the Ageeriland dates back to the
year 1492 when a Spanish fleet led by Christopt@ur@bus reached the coastline of
the continent. The following sixteenth century coemoed their growth. In 1565 a first
Spanish settlement, St.Augustine, was founded. Whas followed several years later,
in 1602, by a first British North American colonylled Jamestown. The largest
villages arose on the American east coast. Thesb&aharacterized as the ancestors of
the cities that began to develop several decatlas (tlamby, 2007, p. 9-10)

A turning point in the American history was theé®aration of Independence”
on 4" of July 1776 that ensured liberty for the 13 Aroani colonies that were no longer
supposed to be under the rule of the British Emaireé they could develop freely from
that time on. The foundations of the free nationrewvsupported by the basis of
Enlightenment principles which ensured a free dgwalent of America. (Hamby, 2007,
p. 61)

Then the Civil War came, which at its end resultet only in the abolition of
slavery. It was also a beginning of a new era m history of the United States. The
economic aftermaths of the Civil war were a portehhew upcoming problems and
injustices that the citizens, particularly “refomrsi® would have to face. The hardest
task was to find the way how to preserve freedomh stnengthen security, a concept
that had almost a symbolic meaning for the AmescéAs black and white people set
out to find the perfect balance between freedomsaadrity in post-Civil War America,
democracy faced a new test.” states Franklin ibbak. (Franklin, 1974, p. 235)

The era between the Civil War and World War lgrethough it was a period of
less than fifty years, transformed America siguifity. It changed from “a rural

republic to an urban nation. The frontier vanish€deat factories and steel mills,



transcontinental railroad lines, flourishing citi@sd vast agricultural holdings marked
the land.” (Hamby, 2007, p. 156)

2.2 A Brief History of the City of Chicago

The earliest history of Chicago, that is the aré&bicago, dates back to the
1673 when the first European explorers settledh@tmouth of the Chicago River. The
first permanent citizen was Jean Baptiste PointSdble, who made the area a
permanent settlement. Its position on the rivesvedid Chicago to maintain a strategic
trading position as well as a military base calledrt Dearborn”. In 1832 after several
attacks of Native Americans the chief called “Bld¢&awk” was defeated and Chicago
became a town in the year of 1837. The name ofdgbicoriginated from the native
inhabitants — the Indians. A great disaster str@bkcago’s fast development when it
was afflicted by a “Great Fire” in 1871. “In 1850hiCago was a town of 30,000
residents; by 1900 it boasted a population of 1,0@®" (Teaford, 1993, p. 1) In 1909
“The Chicago plan” was designed by an architecti@aBurnham, as the solution of a
new urban building plan. (www.aviewoncities.com)

In the time of the great boom of the city in th&Q9, the growth could be seen
in almost every manufacturing industry. The buitdimdustry was at its peak, the
factories overproduced as they boasted sufficieotkivg labor, and the economic
wealth was also evident in the growth of finangatvices. When the economic crisis
struck in the 1929, it had a devastating impacttha society. The unexpected
downswing is delineated in the following paragraph.

Construction came to a virtual standstill, unemplent soared, local relief payments mounted,
tax delinquencies rose, and discontent among thikingpclass seemed to threaten the capitalist
system. No segment of the economy was so hardeasatfstruction industry. During the year
1926, when the 1920s building boom was at its peétkost 43,000 residential units were
erected in the city of Chicago. Seven years laterthe depths of the depression, Chicago
builders produced only 137 dwelling units. (Teafdt@93, p. 75)

In the climax of the economic crisis, the unempleytnwas extreme in all of the
United States. However, in industrial cities, sashChicago, the unemployment rate
reached almost 30 percent. Those who kept thes lalol to settle with a fraction of the

usual wage and many of the citizens of Chicagoesedf below the poverty line.



(Teaford, 1993, p. 76) This complicated situaticasveven harder for the lowest social
class and the newcomers, who did not possess aagcial reserve or security as to

their dwelling place.

2.3 “A City”, Perception of the City

Immediately after the first pioneers came to Ameriorst settlements started to
be organized and first towns started to grow. Miggdrom Europe, England and Asia
gathered in the metropolises. The diverse populagsembled “a patchwork quilt” as
Teaford describes it in his book. (Teaford, 1993))p

Concerning the division, every city consisted & ttentral part which evolved
as first. The oldest part of a town or a city waledl adowntown The city centre, as it
can be called as well, was a part where the maimbss concentrated. It was described
as the following: “The economic nucleus of the aitygs the central business district.”
(Teaford, 1993, p. 8) Another part wassaburb This was an area located on the
outskirts. It did not necessarily belong to the ,cit may have stood as an autonomous
part. Suburbs emerged between the end of the eimteand the beginning of the
twentieth century as there were more sophisticateans of transport. It enabled people
to move more easily from one place to anothemhéwest the first settlements had their
own boundaries that were called tiientiers. Their location denoted the end of the
civilized part and the beginning of the wildernessl an uninhabited area. (Keller,
1995, p. 55) A tour through the city offered a widage of diverse sights such as
neglected streets in the skid rows that were ordlgat way from sumptuous mansions
of the city’s wealthiest families. Thaeighbourhoodsvere those parts of the city that
indirectly divided the city into sections which foed the overall image of the city.
(Teaford, 1993, p. 17)

Until the first half of the nineteenth century, time@st “fashionable” place to live
was the city centre. All the offices, shops, waredes and entertainment establishments
were concentrated there. Together with ample hoo$ethe wealthy middle class

inhabitants living in the centre, who had then adbng walk to their places of work,



this all created the most vivid part of the cityhheTpoor ones lived predominantly on the
outskirts until about the half of the nineteenthtoey. The traffic was rather weak back
then, the narrow streets were sufficient for sdveragons and pedestrians which
constituted basically the overall composition oé ttnaffic. Walking represented the
main means of transport; the distances acrossethteecof the city were not long.

However, with the rising industrialization, tecbali innovations especially in
transport and housing construction of the city, ¢katers began to change. Also the
society was not the same as it used to be. A aoinfitav of new inhabitants, whether
from overseas or from rural areas, changed theeafuhe civic society. Gaps amongst
individual classes deepened. Wealthy population tmwasg to develop their separated
neighborhoods. Newcomers were likely to cluster amaed into so called “housing
stocks” which were often neglected. The situatibanged. At the turn of the nineteenth
and the twentieth century rich people moved from ¢bnters and the poor dwelled in
the slums near the centers of the cities. Due ¢éopdgrmanent flow of citizens and
therefore the rising demand for living quarterg, ldndlords used this as an opportunity
to subdivide the houses and flats into smallersyriteating tenements, which were
however often very run down. The local authoritiesertheless could not to keep up
with the rapid growth of the cities and were noteato provide sufficient sewage
systems, garbage disposal or clean water. The imftlpe cities at the beginning of the
twentieth century evoked overcrowded, large andemsgnal places where money
showed its strength. No wonder that corruption aogime were rampant.
(www.countriesquest.com)

At the dawn of the twentieth century the city cetesil of a greatly diverse mass
of humanity, wealth and poverty, sin and hypocriggulence and distress which was
often mistakenly thought to be part of the virtdeh® politicians and their concern for
the benefit of the citizens, yet in reality it sedvthe rich politicians” personal profits.
(Teaford, 1993, p. 43) How the diverse mixture ahekican inhabitants of a newly
settled land might have perceived the city maypdysaeent from Teaford’s saying: “The
American city was a mass of segregated and undasehihumanity.” (Teaford, 1993,
p. 7)

There was a clear difference between the “Ol@. (European) and the North-

American continent. Besides great influence of miaiem, freedom will, vision of



financial success, imposing constructions and neager attitude to accomplish a
desired aim that would be a typical American chiarastic, the clear fact is that these
continents are divided by an ocean which literalgparates them as two different
worlds. Generally, even though a person would goeea with the first statement, the
existing gap is obvious. However the gap startedkning significantly as more of the
immigrants were coming to the New World. The socstarted changing and contrasts
among the society arose. The institutions suchoasrgment, educational and judicial
systems had to change. (Keller, 1995, p. 16) Thaulaion growth became more
obvious. The society required more products andenads for daily use and the
consumption was on the rise. That went hand in heatidthe waste issues and due to
an imperfect sewage and garbage disposal systenitig® became polluted. It was not
just a problem of Chicago. As Garvin states inboek, when describing the city of

Pittsburg, the situation was similar:

During the first half of the twentieth century, gpllution in downtown Pittsburgh was so
serious that street lights often remained on 24rd@uday. Raw sewage polluted both river
fronts. Daytime traffic congestion seriously redtd both circulation and business activity.
(Garvin, 1996, p. 12)

As the number of population grew, it gave the inspren of indifferent units to
each other. The era affected the people’s cham@ed made them behave more
distantly to each other. An example of people’savadr is shown in the Monti's book,
where he points to the situation in New York aratest that people lived for years as
neighbours without even knowing each other by sigbtthermore there were but only
two social classes in the city — the poor and tble. it is noted that the middle class
hardly existed there even though, in other citiedyelonged to the most numerous
group of citizens. (Monti, 1999, p. 32)

2.4 Transportin the City

The transportation network in the early twentietmtary gave the people of
downtown more access to various parts of the city more mobility. Cars were rather
an exception in the early twenties. “For the gitaak of urban Americans, the trolley,
elevated railroad, and subway were the chief meatrsvel within the city.” (Teaford,
1993, p. 8) More specific data are provided by IanTeaford in his bookThe



Twentieth-Century American Cjtywhere the writer describes the size of the
transportation development at the beginning oftébentieth century: “Chicago boasted
over seven hundred miles of track and almost 3d0omipassengers [...]" (Teaford,
1993, p. 8) For a better access the freight yandse managed in the urban terminals
and circling the central business district. The ehauses, wholesalers and numerous
factories needed to be clustered near the raiwd@adh delivered either finished goods
or raw materials which were essential for the tr&ftEme huge enterprises could afford

to keep their own freight yards located in the sbbu

Freight transfers by horse-drawn wagons were expersnd as late as 1910 there were only
eight hundred motor-driven trucks in all of Chicagderefore, proximity to the railroad lines
meant transportation savings for the manufacturdrneholesaler (Teaford, 1993, p. 11)

The transport system developed greatly in largéesci Their sophisticated
system of streets and crossings produced betteltsas solving the situation with the
increasing number of conveyances, particularly gitevautomobiles. The automobiles
offered urban dwellers new possibilities of moviagound. They were no longer
depending just on the public transit lines, suckr@teys, which were limited to certain
destinations. (Teaford, 1993, p. 62) Apart fronsthihe automobiles offered a comfort
which could not be provided in crowded public tr@gor$. To the most technologically
advanced cities belonged New York, Chicago, Bostad Philadelphia with their
highly developed and extensive transport faciliti€eeaford, 1993, p. 11) A new
problem arose in case of the city centers as th®weastreets of the downtown proved
incapable of absorbing constantly growing bulk ehicles and once the motorists got
through the jammed streets and loops they had de &mother problem of parking.
(Teaford, 1993, p. 63-64)

2.5 Housing

As previously mentioned, “the city” provided ligdly a startling array of sights,
sounds and smells. But the way of living was thestnoontroversial issue. Netd the
bourgeois palaces of the city’s wealthiest, theeeenthe poorest parts of the city where

were people lived in slums with overcrowded flatshwhorrible sanitary conditions.

! Freight yards - a part of a railway station whesego is stored



This situation led to a housing reform which hadfoutunately, a poor impact on
improving the way of living. Paradoxically at thense time, the era of an ostentatious
way of living came into being. Seemingly infinitegsibilities in all respects might have
given rise to a new stage of sumptuous living. &esi New York, which was
undoubtedly one of the leading cities in the pregiey development, Chicago also did
not lose one of its leading positions. Money sthtte show the world its strength and
the millionaires demanded a suitable living to nthetr needs. The society was shifting
to the northern avenues along the shore of the Udiehigan. “Chicago’s first
apartment house for millionaires opened in 190&@lbake Shore Drive on the near
north side.” (Teaford, 1993, p. 19) Despite the that not every city could boast of
such a wealth as New York or Chicago, other citi@®ughout America tried to
compete with them with their own versions of exnlasareas. For instance in Saint
Louis, to ensure that only the rich could resideerntain privileged areas, great massive
fortifications and gates marked out these teretr{Teaford, 1993, p. 19)

On the contrary the numbers of impoverished ciszemho had no overnight
accommodation, were rising every year. The unfaseraituation of living in slums led
to the emergence of several institutions whickdtt@ help the less fortunate. The “City
Home Association” was struggling with the problerh klmd housing which was
supported by the institution called “Municipal Ladg House” founded in 1901. It
provided a shelter for the impoverished citizen®wlould otherwise have to look for
asylum themselves and spend nights on the str@#es. registering at the “Lodging
house” an impoverished visitor bathed and retiardafone night’s stay on a stark iron
bed. (Teaford, 1993, p. 32) Another possibility vihe “Settlement houses” which
provided rather a longer-term assistance in casbaodiships. These functioned as
community centers in slums, where those of the haidthss society, who were willing
to dedicate their free time to provide some helplunteered to establish a certain
amount of mutual understanding and to instructrtlesis fortunate fellow citizens from
whom they could also learn back. In other wordsrgéhwas an attempt “to bridge the
widening gap between the middle class and the wgrklass by making both groups
aware of the concerns and merits of the other.afdrel, 1993, p. 31)



Another event that had a significant impact on ébenomical development of
the country as well as on the living standards thias‘Depressiorf’ which appeared in
the decade preceding the World War Il. Many peogee no longer able to provide for
themselves a suitable way of living. Those who tiedopportunity, looked for a place
to live at their more fortunate relatives. The othéwho were not able to pay their rent

due to foreclosing of their mortgages,” settled‘tfoovervilles™

or sought refuge on
benches or under the bridges. No accessible dog pathe city remained unoccupied.
(Teaford, 1993, p. 76) Many people withdrew to mrslums. During 1930s the housing
reformers often criticized the bad influence ofgb@laces which worsened the health
of its tenants, served as a hotbed for a longfisbntagious illnesses and increased the
occurrence of tuberculosis, rickets and infant aldyt In addition to that, poor housing
conditions provoked violence, deteriorated moradityd led to juvenile delinquency.
(Teaford, 1993, p. 85) The government fought dyrietgainst slums and strongly
supported public housing, which might not have bewnifestly attractive but was
clean and provided a decent way of living. In 1@hgress passed a “Wagner-Steagall
Act”, creating the “United States Housing AuthorifJSHA)” which supported
agencies in constructing low-rent housing. Howewee of the USHA objectives was
also to maintain the racial composition of the hbmyhood. The problem was that
whites who earned a considerable amount of mondythea opportunity to move to a
more pleasant neighborhood, whereas African Amesiegere, due to segregation laws,

trapped in slums with no prospect of leaving. (be&f1993, p. 89)

3. The American Society

Nature of the city is formed according to the tyfesociety that lives in it and
every society is shaped in compliance with the ititjwells in. The society as a whole
IS a cornerstone of every functioning community @adinalysis reveals that it consists
of many diverse groups and social classes which #aydivided into various

subgroups, as will subsequently be described. Tiege of the society is clearly

2 Depression - in the United States of America begitimthe stock market crash in October, 1929
* Hoovervilles - camps built on the outskirts of tiges during the Great Depression; named after
president Herbert Hoover who was believed tehetcountry to fall into depression
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outlined in the following excerpt from J. P. Keleebook, where he describes the social
situation in the nineteenth century: “[...] up % of the work-force was unemployed

and the self-respect of the Americans was shatteyesbcial riots and street-battles.”

(Keller, 1995, p. 26) It follows that neither thearket nor the population were

prospering.

Still from all the contrasts in society of the 1d800s and the first half of the
twentieth century, the most significant was the gefween the rich and the poor — in
their income and assets, way of living and thetiaostatus. The gap between wealth
and poverty was enormous. As it was constantly growt let the differences amongst
the society to accentuate and led to the formatforarious social classes. (Allen, 1993,
p. 27)

3.1 Social Classes

As it was already mentioned, the American societried significantly
according to power and wealth. The material ingtjga] however, were not the only
feature of inequality. Also the authority and pigstin the society represented the
significant attributes of the social status. Alesle factors then participated in social

class division.

At the bottom of a financially secure society waslaver class” or “lower
working class”. Even though it did not count as thest numerous group it probably
belonged to the most distinctive, discussed andtemriabout group. “Working class”
itself is defined by Merriam-Webster Online Dictayg as “the class of people who
work for wages usually at manual labor.” (www.wwveimam-webster.com) These

people were usually engaged in manual labor fdraanly wage.

Probably the most numerous as well as divergentpgneas the so-called
“middle class”. So wide that it is often being digd into two subgroups — lower and
upper middle class. Members of the middle clasewech diverse specimen that they
often overlapped. The ones that were on the topsaffitiently well-off so that they

could lead a stress-free life with no financial ldeans, occupied such positions as
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doctors, lawyers, dentists or accountants. Therstleyen though they still belonged to
the middle class, might, however, face worries@hg just a step away from falling to
the level of working class. Otherwise, certain camnnoharacteristics were shared by all
of them. “There were millions of Americans who wéireancially comfortable but not
rich enough to pass through the social sifter ameérethe front door of Mrs. Astor’s
mansion. These coarser grains formed the middis l§Teaford, 1993, p. 20) That is
how the excerpt from the bookhe Twentieth-Century American Cigymply and
clearly defines the true nature of the middle ckss whole. The middle class was also
particular about putting the emphasis on a moratlg ethnically pure environment
around their well-kept dwellings. They sought nmdesirable” influences in their
surroundings and favored a calm style of livingtte suburban streets, raising their
children “away from the uglier side of urban lif€Teaford, 1993, p. 23) In any case the
middle class could be classified as the most \@sdlold, let us say, vigorous of all.

On the other hand, the middle class, to prevent@ssible social disorders,
tried to impose stricter social controls on an arbamigrant industrial working class
because they were most likely susceptible to sadsarder and radicalism.

Also the Progressivésiefined themselves, explicitly, as the middle slaien
expressing their common social attitude. They gtteohto distinguish themselves from
conservatism and aristocracy as well as from thhtropposition — radicalism and
proletariat. This group tended to represent a general specirhthre typical American
citizen. The speech of the Progressives was teectpof the American people. As
opposed to the Europeans who had a tendency &ratitiate according to the national
types, the “middle America” resorted to the classimctions. It was said by one of

them:

“[...] to the common people after all, to the so-edlimiddle class of our citizens, that the
reformer must chiefly look for aid and support.eTivealthier classes, the multi-millionaires,
will not do it; the low, ignorant, and vicious carirand should not do it.” (Keller M.,1994, p.1,3)

The position at the top of the social ladder wasuased by a group that could
boast as the most financially secured. They welleccéhe “Upper class”. Members of
the group might differ in their assets or in theywdey acquired their fortune,

nevertheless one thing was common to all of thetimey possessed enormous wealth.

* Progressives — members of the political Progredangy in the USA
® Proletariat - the lower or working class
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They were the so called “Robber BarchsAs industrial tycoons well acquainted with
the sphere they belonged to, they appropriatedotd! of dollars through mostly
questionable methods and transactions in the yg#ak870-1900. They began to merge
with other companies to form more effective and petitive enterprises in order to
gain a better control over the market that subsettyuked to the rise of monopoly. That
caused a de facto impossible competitiveness arhdimgsion-merged companies and
allowed an immense control over the distributiomduction and prices. (Keller, 1995,
p. 61) As it is clearly stated in the following iake, one of its members — Andrew
Carnegie — possessed such an enormous wealth ith@nhual income was about
twenty thousand times higher than an income ofvanage American worker.
During the year 1900 Carnegie owned 58 ¥ per cktheostock of his great steel company.
That year it made a profit of 30 million dollarsai@egie’s personal gain that year, whether or
not he took it in dividends, was therefore well 028 million dollars [...] these figures include
no other income which he may have had from anyrgihgperty. At the time that Carnegie was

enjoying this princely income, tax free, the averagmnual wage of all American workers was
somewhere in the neighborhood of four or five hedddollars [...] (Allen, 1993, p. 27)

On top of that, it is essential to mention thatr¢heas no income tax to pay at that time
because the income tax was introduced in Ameri@ann 1894. (Keller, 1995, p. 61)

3.2 Immigrants

The beginning of the twentieth century was pred@mily an era of massive
immigration that caused a considerable increaspopiilation and forms an inherent
part of the US history. “Immigrants poured into tbeuntry at such a rate that they
could not be properly absorbed into the societphdryaSova, 1977, p. 123-124)
Despite the huge inflow of immigration, social aadltural achievements remained
rather poor. The flow of the immigrants was notrevéthe immigrants did not come to
the few selected locations in the United Statedmkrica in spasmodic waves, they
would not cause an uneven local impact but theyldvgradually disperse over the land
and maybe they would have assimilated better, sienously, into the population.

The employers welcomed the massive arrival of chiabprers because they

provided cheap labor, which gave rise to a greapenpetitiveness and uncertainty of

® Robber Barons - American industrial or financialgnates
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keeping one’s job. Another reason why the emplofarsred the multicultural labor
was that the laborers did not long for a talk dgriheir working hours due to language
differences.

The local workers began to feel uneasy about jbbipositions and commenced
to oppose immigration. In the first decades of tiwentieth century these tensions
culminated and led to riots. More precisely, a &sgociations started to acknowledge
the problems concerning the growing influx of imnaigts comprising of cheap labor
which had been preferred to the work of the locatk&rs who would work for decent
wages. The growing surge of discontent found it®rmediaries and first public
opinions were voiced. President of the “Americanldtation of Labor” wrote that the
immigration should be limited and in 1902 a memlbéra “Machinists’ Union”
expressed the growing disillusionment of the lat®by saying: “every thinking man in
the ranks of organized labor is wondering how ltmg United States can supply work
to the illiterate hordes of Eastern Europe if tremntinue to come in unchecked.”
(Matthews, 2009, p. 5)

The discontent was present in both classes. Thé&ingpiclass was afraid of
losing jobs and lowering of wages, the middle clagss concerned about the
allowances going to impoverished people. This lexenophobic American society to
exert pressure on the government. All this culngdah 1917 when Congress passed an
“Immigration Restriction Bill”, which forbid the imigrants, who were unable to pass a
literacy test, to enter the country. (Matthews, 200. 4-5) It would not matter what
kind of language the person was to be tested depended mainly on him being able to
read. As for the families, it was sufficient if omeember of the married couple was
literate. (Daniels, 1991, p. 278)

After the years of extensive immigration in the lgdwentieth century, the
population centralized mainly around big cities. éran cities housed a diverse body
of people drawn to the metropolises by the promissuccess and profit. One of the
hardest tasks facing them was to gain a certaisesehbelonging. No matter how many
obstacles these people had to undergo, the hamilgist be to finally rest in a particular
spot. People could not easily pass this kind ofrahoesidency requirements”. Their

longing for acceptance and incorporating into theiety left its marks of skepticism,
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disillusionment and bitterness on them. It has bec@ommon to talk about these
groups as “minorities”. (Monti, 1999, p. 146)

There have been rather different opinions on theaigrants” assimilation into
the existing American population. Immigrants weagdsto be either preserving their
separate ethnical identity, which meant to diffent the local population or they would
quite swiftly adopt local habits and way of livingeaford mentions in his book that the
working-class immigrant neighborhoods were ghettbere the newcomers to America
were basically trapped from the beginning until tbst of their lives. As an interesting
example of the way the immigrants preserved thnieal uniqueness was a Pilsen
district on the west side of Chicago which was atremtirely Czech, meaning not only
the population. There were restaurants offering c8zdood, Czech-language
newspapers as well as church services conduct€zesh. (Teaford, 1993, p. 23, 25)
However in a few subsequent pages we might firatlzer contradictory image, in case
of many offsprings of the immigrant families, tH#tey were turning their backs on
their ethnic origins”. (Teaford, 1993, p. 60) Itabvious that the immigrants were to
some extent affected by their new homeland, pdatilsuthe children, because they
were formed by the American way of life which thagiopted and had to accept to
become a part of the society.

It did not take long for the social tensions to eoriRor many immigrants life
was harsh and short. Steep growth of populatiorsitieted to a rapid increase of
illnesses and that resulted in a high mortalitg.réoreover, profound changes in the
manners of social interaction, if any at all, begaremerge. There seemed to be no
connection between people anymore. Individualsdfitbemselves from the traditional
social institutions such as church or the familgsiBles the social, even the spatial

separations between classes were noticeable.

The members of these groups became increasinglyeativat although they shared residency
and some of the rights of citizenship in the sanmminipality they did not belong to a moral or
cultural community. (Monti, 1999, p. 30)

What worried the social theorists and philosophes most was that certain
unpredictable changes and revolutions would grdylaaicur and would cause serious
dissentions in the social sphere. And that whatrdmried to the points of tensions was

the diversity of social and ethnic classes, ragraups, and, moreover widening gaps
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between old and young and men and women. (Mon€9,1p. 34-35) It is possible to
say that relationships of all kinds were gradualigappearing. The society had

changed.

3.3 African Americans

Just as the social conflicts emerged, a disconteitiht ethnic minorities
appeared. Questions concerning the African Amerto@ic were never very easy to
answer neither simple to solve, but now, in theetiof an apparent noticeable social
distance, they seemed even harder to solve. Thegnie a social “problem”; that was,
at least, how they were perceived by the white Artaes, as a sort of social, racial and
political “problem whose ultimate solution was elaS. (Matthews, 2009, p. 32) Their
past also contributed to the skeptical perceptioAfocan population. There was still a
slight scent of their unsettled history and comgilans, which were yet about to
happen. Their place of origin was Africa from whérey were brought to America as
slaves.

Radical changes were brought about by the Greataltlégy'. African Americans
started moving north in greater numbers than egfarb, mostly due to Reconstruction
and emancipation. They hoped to find there moredien than in the South where they
had to face humiliation from the numerous poputatid “Negro-phobes”. These were

convinced that “"the Negro” once removed from timstitution of slavery, with its
paternal governance and social controls, was aralattminal.” and a vast majority
agreed with the plantation supporter, Thomas NeRage, that the Blacks represented
“the Southerner’s problem” (Matthews, 2009, p. 33)

It was not easy in the North either. They had t®fasults and were most likely
to be accused of criminal acts and beaten during reots. Their places of living —
segregated neighborhoods - were often targets td. hehe quality of the black
neighborhood properties was sinking and the loemliress was in the hand of the

outsiders. On the other hand, some of them hacdeast Ithe right to vote and to

" Great Migration - the movement of 2 million Afrit&mericans out of the Southern United Stateseo th
Midwest, Northeast and West to escape racisnt@adek jobs in industrial cities during the pdrio
1910 to 1930

8 Reconstruction - transformation of the Southerité¢hStates after the Civil War when the United
States Congress passed four statutes knowncasm&euction Acts
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participate in municipal politics in a certain wahey had access to streetcars although
only in segregated parts and sometimes one migt eatch a sight of a local black
policeman. African American newcomers suffered se\eeonomic hardships because
they were mostly dismissed from work as the firghereas hired as the last ones,
deprived of the best jobs and good wages. (Matth@@89, p. 45) Those, who were
shown the same amount of “work-sympathy”, wereHgpanics. (Teaford, 1993, p.78)

Rising intolerance towards the blacks was heattmgards obvious solutions.
For example, there was a manifestation held in 18@Be district of the Chicago Hyde
Park, organized by the “Hyde Park Protective Club”force the real estate agents to
sell the property in white blocks to the whitesyorifhey wanted to ensure a racially
pure environment. (Teaford, 1993, p. 25)

Another were Jim Crow lawsvhich emerged already in the nineteenth century
and now the discontent public was still more freglyereferring to them. Original
purpose of the Jim Crow policy was that overallreggtion should be established in all
public facilities. In the early twentieth centugsg a policy of dominating control, it was
distinctly shaping the status of African Americamg harsh limitations and controls
such as limiting the intermingling, restraining sbdntercourse or suppressing the
“instincts” and “impulses” of African people. “Théegro,” the society argued,

“[...] was not (and might never be) ready for feilizenship, and should be legally confined to
menial labor by an industrial color bar until surhe as the race either died out or had advanced
far enough to be reconsidered as members of Eadety.” (Matthews, 2009, p. 32)

Another source adding to the problems of Negroes the emergence of a
movement called Ku Klux Klan. It was the “new amt@nd-one” that emerged in 1915,
founded by a poor physician’s son from Alabama,lidf Joseph Simons. He dreamed
of reviving the order his father had served in dsrmer Civil War officer. In the year
of founding the Klan, Simons and his partners ésdisonly about a few thousand of
men. Later however, in the early 1920s, the assoniaounted over one million of
members. The most surprising was the fact thaktha was joined, unexpectedly but
to the great joy of the founders, not only by tleutBerners but also by men from all

over the country. The aims of this movement wembably more feasible and desired

® Jim Crow laws - restricted the civil rights aridildiberties of African Americans
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than anyone could have expected. Their expressagmtioval did not only turn against
the Blacks. Also Jews, Catholics and “evolutioriiStsurned to be persecuted. Holding
the view of “pure Americanism” they stood for a @uwhite race, patriotism,

Christianity and “old-time region”. (MacLean, 19941,5)

4. The Naturalists and Naturalism

The two movements that influenced literary writing the nineteenth and
twentieth century and are evident in both bookssehan the thesis as primary literary
sources are the realistic and the naturalistic rmzvre.

The realistic movement began to flourish in Eurapehe second half of the
nineteenth century. In the era of the World Wat &pread across the ocean, where it
reached its peak around the year 19h4the meantime another even more important
literary movement began to develop. It was callesl iaturalism and it dominated the
American literature in the twenties. Despite orgjing in France it acquired certain
innate specific characteristics that differed frate country of origin. Initially,
naturalism emerged with the view to apply methofisazial and physical sciences in
literature. Theoretical basis of naturalism weild @Gown by Emile Zola, who followed
its principles and contributed to the pioneersha&f main naturalistic literary works of
the nineteenth century. Literature was to obsenak record life’s occurrences rather
than interpreting it. (Heinley, Downs, 1973, p. @0

Naturalism was influenced by the Darwin’s theoryd awas based on his
“survival of the fittest” theory, that is to sayettheory of evolution. As Keller states in
his book, its works were based “on the view thdy genuinely true representations of
daily life, particularly among the lower socialattx, would be true refutation of the pre-
Civil War romantic ideals”. Naturalists turned thattention to the class of the poorest
by emphasizing that this is how the majority livésey wanted to highlight the fact
that the majority neither lives in the bourgeoi¢apas nor enjoys sumptuous parties.
And because lives of the majority were far fromstanentioned above, they directed

their literary focus toward slums with unheatedmso shelters for homeless, never-

1% Evolutionists — those that believe in the biolagiconcept of evolution
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ending lines in front of the factories, cheap baugfair working conditions or
omnipresent shortage of food, money and health@deder, 1995, p. 43)

Concerning the divergences and similarities of bofttthe movements, since
naturalism comes after realism, it is considered way its extension, a continuation or
a part of realism as it takes the same literargation. Most critics agree that the
common feature is their faithful depiction of theeeyday life and the major distinctive
element between these two movements is the “péatig@hilosophical orientation” of
the naturalists. (Pizer, 1993, p. 85)

However, certain attributes do differ even thougleyt cannot be precisely
defined. Naturalism is, according to what the béwcent American Literaturstates,
“less interested in character and more in the @rdf social forces, and it is concerned
to a greater extent with the sordid, the shockiagd the depressing aspects of
existence.” (Heinley and Downs, 1973, p. 92)

And there are those that generally remained cheniatit for naturalistic works.
Naturalists focused primarily on the life of thenver middle class or rather a lower
class, they provided a detailed depiction of tlie inh the slums, exploitation of the
workers and the poor, uneducated and helplessatkagsan their every-day struggle for
better living conditions, if not for mere survivalhey affirmed that the powerful do
control the weak ones and that their lives aredillith a wide range of inadequacies.
The author assumes the position of a detachedaysand a scientist, who inserts his
characters into the story but then does not attéongdbmment on it or influence it. They
wanted the literature to be a “document of a sgci®aturalistic works were likely to
lack any poetic elements and possessed onlyihtiégery. They were at times likely to
incline to socialism or radicalism in politics. Sernwvere proponents of a proletariat.
And naturalism was plainly described as the litmetof both political and literary
revolt. What makes the naturalistic novel so fasting is the aesthetic effect deriving
from the great divergences and contrasts. (HeiahelyDowns, 1973, p. 92-94)

In Europe the position of naturalism was not regdréavorably in any way.
Because of the frequent critique of the society “itspulsiveness” was slowly
overshadowed by more aesthetic and avant-garde menmts. However, in America
thanks to its actuality and topicality it had a @pkappeal to the public as a way of
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depicting material change and other matters thag akering the nation. (Bradbury and
Ruland, 1991, p. 225-226)

There were many ways and analysis how writers atidscthat appeared on the
literary field defined naturalism. The conceptioh uman helplessness against the
fate’s will was expressed by the philosophicalestagnt that “we are moved about like
chessmen by circumstances over which we have ntvotdr(Pizer, 1993, p. 59) For
instance Zola and his European and American foltewdepicted man as an animal
and civilization as a polite metaphor for the jung(Pizer, 1993, p. 36)

In the closing years of the nineteenth century Acaer writers such as Stephen
Crane, Frank Norris, with the contribution of Jdandon and O. Henry, were moved
by discovering the wretched lives of immigrantssidwellers and illegal practices and
thus they began to use them in their writings. (fi and Downs, 1973, p. 92) One of
the leading positions in the twentieth century relistic novels belonged to Upton

Sinclair.

4.1 Upton Sinclair- The Jungle

Upton Beall Sinclair, Jr. was born on "2@Beptember 1878 in Baltimore,
Maryland. He spent most of the time of his earfg in New York City where he
studied at the college from which he graduatederAdntering Columbia University, he
began to write. In his first self-published novet tobject of Sinclair's criticism was not
capitalism but materialism; that was the way obref based on personal purity, not on
collective political action. Even in his first ndsehe foreshadowed elements of
socialism that would have become one of his litfer@mmponents over next decades of
his writing. (Sinclair, 1985, p. vii-ix) After seval unsuccessful works Sinclair met
hardships when he felt his failure as a poet, wated devotee of Art. In his bodkhe
Journal of Arthur Stirling the main character’s suicide represents Sinslaself-
execution of his preceding writings. He hoped tovise as a different kind of writer

though. His feelings were expressed in the follgexcerpt:

Sinclair's imagination had betrayed him; the feskrpursuit of the cluster of false lights — Art,
Beauty, Inspiration, Poetry, Love — had brought hion ruin: his marriage, romantically
undertaken, had already become a nightmare; hésnpts at “pure” literature had failed to
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impress either publishers or the public; he wasnalied from his family, virtually friendless, and
living in poverty. (Sinclair, 1985, p. xi)

That might be an impulse for a new style of histnestings. After that he met with a
few socialist representatives who influenced hiintlalough the rest of his career. He
found the basis and the essence for his works. é¥®tdd his time to reading the
Socialist theory which gave rise to his reactiotht® strike of the workers in Chicago in
Appeal to Reason That provided the incentive for his next writtagHe was sent to
Packingtown® to gather information in connection with rotten anainsuitable for
human consumption that was sent to the army diBjanish-American war, and that
would provide sufficient material for his next vimig. A new movement, engaged in the
investigative activity came into being. They wesadled the “Muckrakers”. (Sinclair,
1985, p. xv-xvi) Muckrakers were investigative arghor journalists trying to unveil
illegal practices. Chicago particularly was full toem. They tried to reveal matters as
they actually existed. They focused on social motd of filthy housing conditions,
pervasive corruption, and hygienic deficiencieseytried to make the public aware of
these problems and turn the attention and enddavdhe improvement and change.
“As one of their political breakthroughs, the “Pufeod and Drug Act” or the “Meat
Inspections Act” were introduced in 1906, in thekeaf the publication of Sinclair's
The Jungle.” (Keller, 1995, p. 28). By this grouneiiking report, or it may be said his
“best novel”, he revealed the scandalous conditiorGhicago’s meat packing industry
and unfair conditions of the immigrants and low@rking class as well.

However, the controversy of The Jungle generateal algreat criticism from the
readers. Why the book met with such a great sucisespeculative and could be
explained in several ways. But there are at leaf@wapoints that try to answer it.
Firstly, the book dealt with serious contemporangl actual problems of the great part
of America’s population. Secondly, the issue wasrthing popularity and quick spread
of Muckraking literature which capitalized on theosg interest of the American public
which paid a lot of attention to incongruities beem ideal and actual. Sinclair's
revelation of the actual that differed from the ablextensively drew the public’s
attention regardless of their role or ideologiocalidf. The problem concerned everyone;

the employee, employer or the consumer, all werelved. The “righteous” Americans

1 packingtown — Chicago’s district
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needed remedy. They felt anxious about the fattttieaimage of the American life was
somehow corrupted. Another significant point whealgzing the exceptional success
of the novel is that it revealed more than any oth@ok and even more than was
common so far. Pervasive corruption, bootleg pecastito the detriment of the
powerless lower class supported by the urbanizaimmhquick spread of the technology
where truthfully depicted in the novel. The reasdry the novel survived as a classic is
obvious: it did not show the poetical side of lifad that was the thing with which the
public identified The story of an immigrant family from Lithuania, ish comes to
America with a vision of the American Dre&mreveals soon that they are being drawn
into the competitive capitalism and chewed up blgatSinclair defined as “predatory
greed”. (Sinclair, 1985, p. xxiv-xxv) The main caeter is Jurgis, a young healthy man,
whose aim is to integrate into the American sociéhd a steady job and provide for
his family. His naive efforts to succeed are unfodtely ruined by many obstacles that
living in the corrupted, materially oriented sogiétings.

4.2 Richard Wright - Native Son

Another significant figure of the naturalistic mowent, although a member of a
different race, was Richard Wright, an African Aman author whose literary
characters were burdened with the difficulties tblack life”.

Richard Wright was born in Mississippi in 1908. é&iknany of the black
families, his parents struggled to keep him andhasher clothed and fed and when the
father left them, their financial hardships evecré@ased. After Richard Wright reached
the age of nineteen he moved to Chicago. The mneass clear. He wanted to work on
a book that would depict the troublesome life @idil people and, besides that, hoped to
become a writer. At the same time he knew thatrégham city would provide him a
neutral environment free of the “Dixi€"influence. The influence he actually was under
was the Communist Party as he felt that only theyewinterested in the problematic
and the unfair treatment of African-Americans. Hisok Uncle Tom’s Children

however unintentionally evoked rather a sympathy @ity from white readers who felt

12 American dream - a national ethos of the Unitexte8t a promise of the possibility of prosperitd an
success
13 Dixie — a nickname for the Southern United States

22



liberated from the guilt over the situation the id&n-Americans found themselves in.
After that he decided that his following book stibbke more “hard and deep”. (Wright,
2000, p. x)

A topic for his intended book Native Son was alsedéep in his mind long
before. Native Son was published in the year 1940 immediately met with a great
success. It was a first novel of a black authondpeshosen by “Book-of-the-Month
Club™* and sales of its copies reached hundreds of thdssZhat success shot him up

amongst the most famous authors in America. (Wrig®®0, p. x-xii)

Native Son is the story of a Negro boy, Bigger Thsmwhose tedious life is
disrupted when he gets a job at one of the wealthidite families in Chicago. His
confused feelings bring him to unexpected seriemctibns when he “accidentally” kills
a white girl who paradoxically sympathizes with K@sgs. He encounters various
difficulties from being chased by law to being ecaptl and having to wait in a death
cell for a verdict. Final scene leads Bigger tatemplation about his life.

The power of the novel lies within the dramaticiahsituation in America and
among two groups, the whites and the blacks. Tisé doverns the second, which may
in a simplified way characterize the book’s maipito The aim of the book is to point
to the pervasive separation of the blacks and thieessand to the unfair way the black
population was treated. Nevertheless, it offersopportunity to a black boy who is
actually not able to make use of it. The authonmse® treat both of the groups fairly
with no prejudices. Wright tries to illustrate ttges of Negroes in the not very
favorable environment which is also their countigw they find their own forms of
escapism in religion, riots, crime or in search ark. Some project their hurts and
longings into more poetical ways, as for example jar blues, some then in more
practical one, alcohol.

However, even the book of such value as the N&we was, did not only meet
with success. Its slightly controversial topics unally did not leave the readers
emotionally unmoved. James Baldwin castigates Wsghoth novels for “reducing
human complexity to stereotype”. The main poinhisf critique was his objection that
the book gave the impression of being rather atipalitract than a novel. The novel

14 Book of the Month Club - a United States mail-ardeok sales club that offers a new book each
month to customers.
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was “not dwelling upon character and letting a @ncwith character drive and
determine the plot”. (Wright, 2000, p. xiii) Manyitics who also regarded the book
unfavorably agreed that the plot and the main ataraare too schematic and the

melodramatic conclusion essentially unconvincingright, 2000, p. xiii)

5. Analysis of the Novels

Sinclair's book is mainly concerned with the prabte of immigration. The
novel of Richard Wright deals with racism, spedalfig racial divergences.
Nevertheless, both works have one substantial freatucommon and it is the unfair
treatment and inequitable living conditions of thenorities. These elements are to be
analyzed later in the thesis. The focus was diceatethe features that are similar in
their nature but different in the attitude towattiem and the ways they are being
solved.

The question is what best reflects the image oftyaic the first half of the
twentieth century in these two books. What elemants book of a Negro boy, who is
unintentionally searching for the meaning of hie land the story of an immigrant
family in search of the American dream, depict éhthge best? The aim was to discover
what might the Sinclair's bookfhe Jungleand Wright's book-Native sonhave in
common. These two seemingly diverse books” charsiits seem to be dissimilar in
their origin; however, they are alike in terms fuff instance, living conditions. The
main conflict in both books remains the same: claghethnicities, separation,
limitations, restrictions and racism. The Wrighieok even refers to “white God and
black God”. (Wright, 2000, p. 5)

When analyzing book3he Jungleby Upton Sinclair andrhe Native Sorby
Richard Wright, the reader realizes how many factthrey have paradoxically in
common, although they are two thematically divevséings. The following subchapter
first analyses the common features of both novettrgying the image of the Chicago
city and furthermore compares the particular waydeéling with them. The analysis

detects the diverse aspects in perspective oftecpar context and role in the book.
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Despite the fact that both of the novels are rardeadng the leading naturalistic novels,
and therefore deal with delicate social, politiaatl economical situation of the United

States of America, some of the conflicts originatdifferent contexts.

5.1 Character of Housing in The Jungle and Native Son

What strikes the readers” attention first is treual image of a city. In this part
the emphasis is put largely on the appearanceeohtluses that could be found in the
city of Chicago and on the way they vary accordm@ social stratification. No matter
what kind of a city, it is chiefly represented liy architecture and its buildings. As it
was closely outlined in the chaptdousirg in the theoretical part, the city offered an
astonishing image of living. Buildings of the uppass were pompous, those of the
lower working class mostly consisted of severagjgrapartments which were inhabited
by several different families. These dwellings loé fower class, that play a major part
in both novels of Sinclair and Wright, were in naywsumptuous. They were situated
mostly in largely neglected suburban areas and \adpested to the economical, i.e.
modest needs, of the working class in an efforadcoommodate as many people as
possible.

Comparing the immigrant and the African-Americamilgées to find out what
affected their way of living one finds them ratls#milar in their social background.
Firstly, they did not dispose of any substantialaficial means. Therefore, the only
possible way of living for them was to rent a hoasd pay for it on a monthly basis. In
case of the Lithuanian immigrants it was also a-material base resulting from their
arriving in Chicago only with a few personal iterteaving all their belongings in their
motherland. They were coming to America to stanew life from the very beginning.
They did not posses any tangible property, justva hecessary personal items. And
precisely for this type of people the so calleddiniing houses” existed. Rather than a
house, as the title implies, they were flats inhedwilding that served foreign
immigrants. No matter how the “boarding house” milgave sounded to a newcomer,
this place was unthinkably filthy. The following @e¢pt offers a quick view of what
kind of living conditions welcomed the newly arrdeitizens:

Some of these places were kept by private persmmse were cooperative. There would be an

average of half a dozen boarders to each room etimes there were thirteen of fourteen to one
room, fifty or sixty to a flat. Each one of the apants furnished his own accommodations — that

25



is, a mattress and some bedding. The mattresses wewspread upon the floor in rows — and
there would be nothing else in the place excepbwes It was by no means unusual for two men
to own the same mattress in common, one workingddyyand using it by night and the other
working at night and using it in the day-time. Vdrgquently the lodging-house keeper would
rent the same beds to double shifts of men. (Smdlia85, p. 34)

Such conditions of living were obviously hard todare by families with children,
elderly or sick people. Such places could havecetabeen kept tidy because of the
permanent flow of too many and quickly changingaipitants and also terrible hygienic

conditions prevailing there.

In Native Sonthe very beginning of the book offers an insightoia Negro
family dwelling where the main protagonist - Biggenomas - lives with his mother
and siblings. They inhabit a one-room flat with tald iron beds and a bare floor. Their
furniture consists merely of ordinary pieces sushadable with four chairs and an old
dresser. A room that served as a kitchen was efteer shared by more families or it
was a very simple kitchenette with basic equipnfentjust one family, which is an
example from the Wright's novel. (Wright, 2000, 184-135) It is evident that such a
lack of space did not offer much comfort. The ovenaed place occupied by people of
both sexes was even more apparent when women wentdange their clothes. Men
were asked to turn their backs not to see themrjjaur heads so | can dress” ordered
mother to her sons. (Wright, 2000, p. 33-34) Du¢ht® lack of privacy there was no
other way of solving the clothes changing. It mustreminded that it was the beginning
of the twentieth century when people were much morerally restricted than
nowadays.

Comparing these housing conditions to Sinclair'scdgtion of his immigrant
character's accommodation there is not much diffeee None of them disposed of a
private room and their furnishings were very plaitowever, as the plot unfolds the
Lithuanian family decides to buy a family house ethwould be occupied only by them
and their close relatives. They buy a house on purehase which brings them many
financial hardships. Besides, no matter how hasdr tliving conditions might have
been, it all even worsened with severe winters lot&yo. Only one room was heated,
and just to the necessary temperature to satigfpo#sic needs of survival. Moreover,
they are deceived by the real estate companydatefApart from the fact that the house

was poorly built, they have to pay higher instaltsethan expected as the contract is
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full of hidden costs. They discover what deceptiogy were involved in when an old
compatriot, Grandmother Majauszkiene, reveals th# tto them, based on her own

experience:

In the first place as to the house they had boughtas not new at all, as they had supposed; it
was about fifteen years old, and there was noth&wg upon it but the paint, which was so bad
that it needed to be put on new every year or e house was one of a whole row that was
built by a company which existed to make moneywindling poor people. The family had paid
fifteen hundred dollars for it, and it had not ctre# builders five hundred when it was new [...]
They used the very flimsiest and cheapest matehai; built the houses a dozen at a time, and
they cared about nothing at all except the outsidee. (Sinclair, 1985, p. 81)

Sadly, their inexperience finally leads to the la¥sthe house and to significant

financial and emotional damage.

Considering the terrible sanitary situation of Ggic at the beginning of the
twentieth century, it was not surprising that sames rats would be seen in a flat of
lower class people. Wright himself recalls in th&aduction of his book that Chicago
was literally infested with rats and that he hadnsenany of them on the streets. He
adds stories of children being bitten by them idsb@Nright, 2000, p. 29), which was
probably another reason why he included the elemierdts in his book. The first such
incident comes in the beginning of the book, whiket in the flat of Bigger's family.
“A huge black rat squealed and leaped at Biggeosser-leg and snagged it in his
teeth, hanging on.” (Wright, 2000, p. 35) and thelong, stressful and dangerous hunt
for killing it began.

Sinclair also mentions the rats, whether comparihg sealed American
immigrants” fate to them “they were like rats irrap, that was the truth” (Sinclair,
1985, p. 83) or when revealing a dreadful deathnaf of the members of the Lithuanian
family. The image of a child being eaten by thadus rodents leaves deep grief and
feeling of helplessness in Jurgis when he disconetBlow and then he would quiver
with a sudden spasm of horror, at the picturettéIBtanislovas shut up in the deserted
building and fighting for his life with the rats!(Sinclair, 1985, p. 350) Rats
unfortunately find their place in the book agaimeTwriter describes that they were
poisoned at the slaughterhouse and then simplydriagether with other ingredients
from which the renowned meat products were madeck@r, 1985, p. 163)
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Regarding the previously mentioned situation, tberly equipped dwellings or
the dreadful rat problems, how inconceivably mitie houses of the wealthiest barons
in Chicago, which were more like medieval castfegm. Jurgis, Sinclair's protagonist,
had the opportunity to visit one of them by coimeide; a vast hall inside the building
was surrounded by pillars, marble floor, walls weéhormous paintings, statues and
flowers. A huge dining room with a fountain wasl faf luxurious furniture where a
piece of chair cost thousands of dollars and alesipginting several thousands. There
were sofas and lounging-chairs with soft pillowsl apart from all that there was a
swimming pool worth several thousand dollars. (&iinc 1985, p. 284-288) Such a
discovery must have affected the character profiyund

The standards of living changed substantially hamchand with financial
situation and social status of the citizens. Therao wonder that classes financially
better off than the lower working class occupieel types of dwellings that had little in
common with those of black and immigrant familiesgntioned previously. Another
example of housing is to be seen in Dalton’s hausere the main protagonist, Bigger,
comes to apply for a job of a chauffeur. The rastds of the rich consisted of more
than one floor with one central hall — a saloortericonnected with other spacious
rooms. A single room for each person was commoeplaechard Wright wrote: “each
person lived in one room and had a little worldhas own.” (Wright, 2000, p. 165)
Services of a housekeeper, a maid or a driver waneist and these lived in the house
and possessed a room of their own as well. No wothde Bigger’s discovery, that his
room at Daltons” is much better equipped than treead home, irritated him. “He hated
his room and all the people in it, including hinisgMright, 2000, p. 135)

5.2 Philanthropic Attitudes

Native son, however, reveals quite a paradoxicalaliery as the plot unfolds. It
is that Mr. Dalton, a wealthy real estate baronpwihakes rich donations to Negro
population, is the owner of “South Side Real Es@tenpany”. Thus he manages this
kind of buildings in the predominantly black ardaSwuth Side, with the overpriced
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one-room rat-infested flats where Bigger lives.rdalizes that Mr. Dalton is therefore
no more any exception and his hatred, fear andrdogerd the whites persists:

Mr. Dalton was somewhere far away, high up, distiéke a god. He owned property all over the
Black Belt, and he owned property where white fdlied, too. But Bigger could not live in a

building across the “line”. Even though Mr. Daltgave millions of dollars for Negro education,
he would rent houses to Negroes only in this pilesdrarea, this corner of the city tumbling
down from rot. (Wright, 2000, p. 204)

The society regarded the Daltons as philanthrgpssigporting and standing up
for blacks™ rights and thus they were beyond bldareany wrongdoings. However,
neither the society nor the Daltons themselves reppist realized that giving a part of
their money away is just an unconscious way of gattng the feeling of guilt for
exploiting poor Negro inhabitants. And that is ttlearacteristic nature of a shallow
society motivated by racial prejudices.

Wright also presents his own feelings and thougditghis point not reflected
through the character of Bigger. He, being onceleyea at “South Side Boy’s Club”,
an institution which provided a reasonable spendihgpare time for the Negro boys
(whom he universally calls Biggers) by playing bk marbles and other activities,
summarizes in the following excerpt, what he reslias being the reason of the racially
motivated society’s philanthropic deeds towardskda

Here (South Side Boy's Club) I felt for the firstne that the rich folk who were paying my

wages did not really give a good goddamn about &igthat their kindness was prompted at

bottom by a selfish motive. They were paying meistract Bigger with ping-pong [...] in order

that he might not roam the streets and harm theabé white property which adjoined the
Black Belt. (Wright, 2000, p. 22)

This statement, no matter how exaggerated it mégieim, is however based upon a
truthful testimony of an intelligent man who trimsmaintain an unbiased stance. As he
wrote, he felt that a more profound right then thfapolitics or race, is the human right
and that is “the right of a man to think and feehéstly.” (Wright, 2000, p. 18)

The book “From Slavery to Freedom” also mentiongaplthropic deeds of rich
white people, however appraises them from a gemneralt of view as elements that
may be beneficial for both blacks and whites. Aseaample it mentions the cases of
several influential white persons, such as JohrRBckefeller, who richly financed

black education by donating millions of dollars.eTheason for supporting precisely
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educational foundations was that “these agencipedto establish the principle of self-
help for the individual as well as for the stat@ranklin, 1974, p. 280)

5.3 Analysis of the Leading Characters

Both novels dispose of a wide range of charactéis are in a way involved in
the plot of the novels and considerably influentseaction. However, the following
chapter is dedicated to the profound analysis efi¢hding characters of Jurgis - as the
most distinctive figure of the Upton Sinclair's revihe Jungle and Bigger Thomas
who as théNative Sorrepresents the book of Richard Wright.

A Lithuanian immigrant Jurgis is coming with higifaly to the United States of
America with a vision of the American dream. He da like many Europeans before
him who tried to make their fortune in a countrywdfich “people dreamed” and left
their origin behind to start anew. (Sinclair, 198529) Jurgis is a great example of an
easygoing youth. He is a strong and healthy youag,na positive, righteous, of a
basically flawless character who is willing to wdrlrd to fulfill his dreams of living a
happy and content life in America. The family bomds very strong and he is ready to
sacrifice maximum for his relatives. The reader sdoet know what education he
gained, however, growing up in a village probahbly dot offer a boy who “had never
seen a city, and scarcely even a fair-sized towa¢hmeducation. (Sinclair, 1985, p. 28)
He is used to manual work. After arriving in Chiodge immediately starts searching
for a job. Although the work at the slaughterhoisseery exhausting, his desire to learn
better English in order to understand political texat leads him to the night school
which he attends with eagerness. Sadly, his wodklotien makes his attendance
impossible. His character and state of health obsurigr the worse due to too many
hardships he had to go through, that are causethmiaantly by deceitful behavior of
the society, corrupted establishment and unfairkimgr and living conditions. In the
end he finds a consolation in socialism as the spg@of capitalism that made his life

wretched.
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Bigger is a native twenty-year old American blady lwho finished his studies
in the eight grade and since then he does not daegious job, if any. He lives with his
family in a one-room apartment in the South Side&Cbfcago. Just as in the previous
case the shortage of money is omnipresent. Hepistdd as a boy who is affected by a
pervasive feeling of oppression from white sidepopulation which, as a collective
universal evil, is the reason of all Bigger's mitifioes. He expresses his attitude by
calling them universally as “the white folks” andysg that “they don't let us do
nothing.” (Wright, 2000, p. 58) His fear of life @&of the power of the white population
is disguised behind a mask of a tough guy whiabftisn transformed into anger. In his
complaints towards unattainable aims that he cameazh either due to his resentment
or prevalent racial prejudices, he always incluttes white race as the reason for his
failings.

However, as it is revealed later on, it is appatkat he is aware of the fact that
being in dire straits might be to a considerabl¢emix the fault of the Negroes
themselves. As he once returns home after seeen@dftons” house, he starts to think

about what the reasons of the Negroes” hardshéps ar

Why did he and his folks have to live like this? &Ylhad they ever done? Perhaps they had not
done anything. Maybe they had to live this way {m&lg because none of them in all their lives
had ever done anything, right or wrong, that mattenuch. (Wright, 2000, p. 135)

He is rather ashamed by the family’s shortage oheyo As opposed to him, Jurgis
constantly attempts to solve financial problemshisf family by saying “I will work

harder.” (Sinclair, 1985, p. 87) Bigger does narseo find it necessary to work and
looks for reasons to avoid it. That seems weirdBagler finds himself constantly
without any money and he has to be pushed to tek@b at Daltons” which his mother
found for him. His general disinterest and negasttéude worries his mother greatly.
His having a job would also financially help theniéy which was struggling for every
cent. His mother’s desperate comments “we wouldatte to live in this garbage dump
if you had any manhood in you” he passes almosffandntly. (Wright, 2000, p. 38)

He actually feels that it is his hopelessness aadbility that led him to his general
resistance. “He hated his family because he knavtttey were suffering and that he
was powerless to help them.” (Wright, 2000, p. BA) he never actually admits this
fact. He postpones applying for a job at Daltonsdefinitely while Jurgis, who

31



immediately looks for a job and finally finds ong,immensely happy: “His whole soul
was dancing with joy — he was at work at last! Hesvat work and earning money!”
(Sinclair, 1985, p. 53)

5.4 Hardships of Life

When the developers of Chicago tried to unify titg which would ensure at
least the minimal standards of morality, toleraraed quality living among local
residents and neighbors, they did not realize ttiege unstable tensions between poor
and rich, black and white and foreign-born andveatvould, after the World War 1.,
widen even more. The most evident was the declimearals. In 1920 the “Prohibition
Amendment” came into force but the failure of teéorm was evident and the post-war
era offered a new scope for crime. Booze and putisin flourished in the saloons and
chief gangsters built up their powerful empirest thaswered the demand sufficiently
and were practically impossible to defeat. Duehtesé practices Chicago became well
known in the field of crime. (Teaford, 1993, p. £por living conditions forced people
to search for ways of escapism which would at I&asta while relieve them from the
burden of life. Such was the alcohol. The situatiwat led the two characters of Jurgis
and Bigger to drinking was in each case quite wbffe Bigger gladly uses any stressful
situation as a reason to drink. When analyzingigutge matters are different. At the
beginning of the book he hardly drinks any alcoldter his arrival in America, his
main concern is to have enough work to providehisrfamily. However, as the plot
progresses, he encounters so many hardships thatnioelonger able to tolerate those
wretched living conditions. He loses his optimistiew and begins to feel the unfair
wickedness of the society bitterly. He looks foryado escape and he finds them in
alcohol. The objective here is to find owhat leads such a positive, hardworking,
righteous character such as Jurgis to alcohol fbichv he spends his hard-earned
money. There are more factors involved.

Firstly, the severe Chicagoan winters with piles ssfow often made it
impossible to get to work. Sometimes even pubbngport stopped to work. Then it
was up to the people to get to their destinationsvalking. And that was, due to the

ubiquitous piles of snow and frequent blizzardspadt impossible. Even one absence
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almost definitely meant loss of work and the peayl¢he Packingtown were aware of
that. This period of time was an every-day fightgarvival: “the whole district braced
itself for the struggle that was an agony, and eéhebose time was come died off in
hordes.” (Sinclair, 1985, p. 96) The winters woblkl definitely better tolerated if the
citizens had more money to spend on warmer clothutghey hardly managed on their
income in summer, let alone in winter. They wouldagvup in whatever they had but,
as it is described, “they could not wrap up aga@x$taustion; and many a man gave out
in these battles with the snowdrifts, and lay damd fell asleep.” (Sinclair, 1985, p.97)
The citizens of Packingtown could bravely struggitéh the hardships of their life but
they could never win against the power of nature.

Secondly, there were the terrible working condsiam which the employees of
the slaughterhouse had to work in. There was nbdwéa was like working in a room
without doors. As Sinclair describes it, employeesild wrap up their feet soaked in
blood in newspapers or sacks to prevent them freezing, a little at least. All those
using the knives had bare hands which were covertd frost and grew numb and
were likely to be injured. (Sinclair, 1985, p. 98)

However, all those inconveniences might have leeelured if there would have
been one thing — a place where they might eat, &dudair. “Jurgis had either to eat
his dinner amid the stench in which he had workedelse rush, as did all his
companions, to any one of the hundreds of liquorest which stretched their arms to
him.” (Sinclair, 1985, p. 99) Obviously, there waasically no chance to avoid saloons
which, full of alcoholic beverages, warmly welcoméeir guests like an oasis, serving
tasty hot meals in the midst of a harsh Chicagoamtew There was only one
requirement — the guest had to drink. And thabis Burgis got slowly used to drinking
which in fact became the brightest moment of higsdaecause his cold home was no

longer a place of happiness.
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6. Conclusion

The main aim of the thesis was to provide a caltgvertrayal of the American
city at the beginning of the twentieth century. Topic covered the historical context of
the era, the formation and development of citie$ their overall visual image. Besides,
the aim was to depict the social and cultural aspetthe urban life and changes that
affected the lives of the American citizens. letrito elevate the conception of the city,
as a foundation of civilization; the city becameamsortment of clashing social, ethnic
and language groups.

The city of Chicago was chosen as the main reptaes to illustrate the
particular example of the “city”, and, as it playsrucial part in both analyzed novels, it
therefore serves as a device to demonstrate itsrésapractically. The theoretical
analysis was based upon the novels of Upton Smclie Jungleand Richard Wright -
Native Son Time-wise the thesis was directed towards thdieeadecades of the
twentieth century, as both of the analyzed novale tplace in early years of the
twentieth century.

The first chapter introduced the historical backm of the United States of
America, where the first forerunners of the conterapy cities began to appear.
Providing an introduction for the examined topibge tchapter mentioned the first
settlements in America and historical points whedmehow significantly influenced
the happenings concerned with the later urban dpusnt.

The next chapter then focused more specificallya grarticular city, namely on
the city of Chicago for hardly any other city be@so diverse. An overall summary of
the city’s development and history was provided Ghscago belongs to the biggest and
fastest industrially growing cities, it became af@et representative of “the city”, and
as it was mentioned, it served as a suitable gettimere both of the analyzed novels
take place. Therefore it could be used for theildetdlustration of the city’s elements.

The following chapters introduced subsequent ehlsn¢hat participated in
forming the overall image of the city of the twath centuryA City”, Perception of
the citywas a chapter that examined the impressions tlgegave. The architectural
point of view was provided and further paragrapffered a viewpoint of the social

stratification through the critical opinions of tlaeithors of the secondary literatute.
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introduced a simplified description of the cityet-sip and explanation of the key terms
such adrontiers downtownandneighborhoodwhich helped to comprehend the basic
structure of the city. However, the fragmentatidrih@ metropolises often encouraged
to a certain deal of elitism. To be more specwitile the affluent white population
moved to the racially “pure” suburban areas, thestlaffluent citizens inhabited the
centers that turned into slums with poor hygieminditions. The reasons why there was
such a rapid growth of demoralization were brieiiynmarized and the ways that tried
to maintain at least a certain level of moralityrevéntroduced ChaptersTransport in
the CityandHousingconclude this part of the thesis dealing withithage of the city
from the constructional point of view.

The chapteiThe American Societyealt with the social issues. It introduced the
society as the cornerstone of every functioning mommity, as it significantly influenced
all the happenings within the city. It also showexlv the society gradually separated
into upper, middle and lower class and each ontheh is characterized. The lower
class stood at the bottom of the social scale a&hdlthe worst paid jobs. The standards
of their living were not high in any way and thefyen struggled for a daily survival. It
was remarked that the middle class was the mostdggneous as it consisted of a wide
range of diversely affluent citizens. It is necegstb mention, that the boundary
between the lower and the middle class was not distinct and that those on the verge
of the middle class could fall one level down altrasytime. The top rank belonged to
the upper class. Those were the most comfortablliyoffepeople with a great political
power. However, the gaps between the individuadsgda widened gradually and the
society became alienated. The city of such greattyaaffected its citizens. The citizen
was no longer judged by his merits or characteraoaording to his wealth. Especially
in Chicago the decline of moral values became anraming problem not only for the
society but also for the whole city itself.

The following chapterémmigrantsand African Americandasically dealt with
the overall problem of oppression towards the niilesr whether they were represented
by immigrants or African American population. Tlisapter’s attempt was to introduce
the unfair conditions that the minorities were gubugh and the everyday oppression
from the side of employers, powerful individuals racially biased society. It also
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presented how they, by being basically singledfiaumh the society, were compelled to
make their own “cities” which then often turnedarghettos.

The chapteiThe Naturalists and Naturalismoffered an insight into the literary
output of the era as well as the nature of thedite movements that significantly
influenced the two naturalistic novels that arelyred further in the thesis. The
subsequent aim was to compare the differences iamthrsties between realism and
naturalism, their historical background and the wiagy developed. The main
representatives were introduced, as well as thboat influenced by this literary
movement, such as Upton Sinclair and Richard Wrigihd the end of this chapter deals

with the practical analysis.

The practical part demonstrated the acquired #ieat knowledge on exact
examples from the two chosen novélse Jungleby Upton Sinclair andNative Sorby
Richard Wright. To summarize the similarities, ttery of both of these novels is
demonstrated in the oppressed citizens of Chicélgat is why they are suitable as an
effective tool for the practical illustration of@hpreviously mentioned elements that
formed the image of an American city of the firstftof the twentieth century. Since
the chosen novels are somewhat controversial inlagure as they deal with a certain
problematic issues of the society, they were cloesgmined and other authors” literary
criticism was taken into consideration.

In the following subchapters, the characteristiat@ires of the two novels were
compared. The paper tried to find what their ppactisimilarities and differences are.
These, considered to have significantly contributedhe forming of the frame of the
city’s image, were identified and analyzed. Howevewas not possible to cover the
whole range of the issues. The analysis focusadagpily on Character of Housing in
The Jungle and Native Somhich compared the dwellings of the novel’s legdin
characters and discovered that these were rathelasiand the prevailing lack of
privacy and bad living conditions were alike.

The chaptePhilanthropic Attitudeghenreveals quite an unforeseen discovery
which refutes the conjecture that a wealthy famihe Daltons, selflessly provided
donations to the Negro population. As the plot peated, it was discovered, that the

Daltons own the overpriced wretched slum on thetls&ide where the Negro citizens
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were forced to liveThis controversy shows the hypocrisy and, basicalarity-for-
effect-like behavior.

Further in the thesis the leading characters efttfo novels were dealt with in
detail in the chapteAnalysis of the Main Charactertheir distinct personalities were
compared and concrete examples provided. The athlyapics include different
approaches to work or to alcohol, as they are destin the chaptafardships of Life

this chapter also concludes the bachelor paper.
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Resumé

Tato bakalska prace se zabyva obdobim prvni poloviny dvacastbleti ve
Spojenych statech americkych. Cilem je prezentasgoritkych a kulturnich
souvislosti, které podpidy rust a rozvoj mist, a popis obrazu ¢sta Chicaga v tomto
obdobi, s vyuzitim sekundarni literatury. Teoldi¢ast je zamiena zejména na
problematiku komplikované situace narodnostnichnéleych mensin, jejich pozici na
okraji spol€nosti a podrobnosti jejich kazdodenniho Zivotam&ja bydleni, igpravy
a zangstnani. Praktickéast fiblizuje dw literarni dila,The Jungleod Uptona Sinclaira
a Native Sonod Richarda Wrighta, jejichzéda tématika s obdobim prvni poloviny
dvacatého stoleti v Chicagu Uzce souvisi, analytil@vni postavy obou knih, a

teoretické poznatky doklada konkrétningilkgpady a aryvky z &chto ckl.

S objevenim Ameriky evropskymi rfeplavci se zéala psat historie takzvaného
.Nového Svta“. Tyto udalosti Bhem Sestnactého stoleti zaply zasadni zgmy
v osidlovani Spojenych statamerickych. Rapidni né@st populace byla z&ginéna
mnoZstvim pistéhovaldl z evropskych a jejich domestikacitedevSim podél
severoamerického vychodniho pebi. Rist a zalidiovani nést skytalo pohled na
pestrou srsici narodnosti, etnik a spéknskych vrstev. V obdobi do poloviny
devatenacteho stoleti, kdy nebyl obyvatelvelkych nést k dispozici Zadny dopravni
systém, bylo centrum &sta koncentraci obchéd podnikani i zabavy. @sledkem
téchto souvislosti se i sidla nejbohatSi vrstvy seddia do stedu nEst a nejnizsi
spole&enska vrstva se soistlila do okrajovycltvrti.

Na zaéatku dvacatého stoleti byly osobni automobily eigh k vicgni jen
sporadicky a obyvatelé velkych ¢st se museli spoléhat na fegou dopravu.
S rozvojem automobilového jmyslu a dopravy se situace obrétila. Bohatéanié
zatali budovat nové exkluzivnitvrti dale od stedu nést. Pobliz piimyslovych center
naopak vznikaly slumy a celé oblasti, kde se gedst cerstvi gistethovalci. V €chto
chudinskychetvrtich obyvatelé tridi désivymi Zivotnimi podminkami, Spinou a zimou,
a velmicasto i vykdistovanim ze stran pronajimaigkte’i zneuzivali jazykoveé bariéry

i finanéni negramotnosti &Siny imigranti. Podrobnému popisu rodéni mésta na

38



centrum, zvanédowntown pompézni rezidemi i chudinskéctvrti, a linie zvané
frontiers, které tyto striktd oddlovaly, je Wnovana cel& kapitola.

M¢ésto Chicago bylo ip Usti feky stejnojmenného nazvu zalozeno prvnimi
osadniky v roce 1673 a ze své strategické poziddaririt v nespdtu ohledi. Béhem
padesétiletého obdobi od roku 1850 do roku 190@set jeho obyvatel rozrostl
z 30.000 na 1.700.000, coZz znamenalo nutnost upmagtské uspiadani po stavebni
strance. Znény kontrast mezi luxusnimi domy nejbohatSi vrstvywanéeho bydleni
nejnizsi vrstvy obyvatel se snazila amt ,reforma bydleni*. Ta ovSem skéim
nedusgchem a rozdily se staly jéStmarkant®jSimi. Hrozivou situaci nejchudSich
obyvatel se snazila vgSit vroce 1901 n@v vznikla instituce zvana “Municipal
Lodging House”, ktera pomahala lidem bez domeéwvgakékoliv jiné moznosti bty
kratkodobého ubytovani.

Znxn¢ kontrast® pasobi obraz msta Chicaga v prvni polowndvacéatého
stoleti, kdyZ je pedstavovano jako zti Skaly odliSnych kultur, byrokracie, krutého
kapitalismu, n&estnych praktik, vysoké konkurence pracovni silffidniho boje a
atisku nejchudsiridy.

Obdobi prvni poloviny dvacatého stoleti bylo camano jako éra #gsta.
Zatimco ve dvacatych letech zaZivaimuysl a stavebnictvi obdobi n&jgiho rozkétu,
ekonomicka krize v roce 1929 znamenala strmy paaliKrovazanosti byla zasazena
shad vSechna oédtvi tohoto pfimyslového mista. Propad poptavky znamenal vyrazny
propad vyroby, tovarny propowt zamestnance, a i ti, ki€ si svou praci udrzeli,
museli sledovat zray pokles svych mezd. Vlivemédhto okolnosti se mnoZstvi
obyvatel Chicaga ocitlo na hranici bidy, a to iikwulovym Usporanxi nejistoty
bydleni jako takového.

Americké spolénosti byla ¥novana pozornostiedevsim v druhé, teoretické
¢asti. Zde bylo cilem igdstavit socialni a kulturni aspektyeéstského Zivota, které
ovliviovaly kaZzdodenni Zivot americké spoiesti.

V prab¢hu devatenactého stoleti se v oblasti literaturgogginuly dva sniry, a
to realismus a naturalismus. Realismus se zrodivrop: béhem druhé poloviny
devatenactého stoleti a v Americe zazivalj sarchol v obdobi kolem prvni gtové

valky. A¢ je za kolébku naturalismu pokladana Francie, statento s@r naprosto
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nepostradatelnym pro americkou literaturu dvacatétaeti. Naturalismus seédi
Darwinovou teorii peziti nejsiligjSiho jedince a iiive byt charakterizovan i jako marny
lidsky boj proti vali osudu. Spisovatelé nasledujici tento¢srmse ve svych dilech
orientovali redevSim na popis kazdodenniho Zivota nejnizSi spogké vrstvy a
krutych podminek. Zabyvali se podrobnym vykreslenihivota ve slumech,
vykoftistovani nejchudsichéthikt a afroamerickych obyvatel a jejich naprosté beamoc
proti vili nejmajetrgjSi vrstvy. Hlavni postavy romé@nmusi s nelehkym Zivotnim
osudem bojovat, zatimco autor zachovava odstupeigaekéhosi pozorovatele, ktery
se snaZzi co nejméji zdokumentovat realitu.

Naturalismus spojuje i dvdila, kterd jsou zvolena k analyze a k porovnani
spole&nych prvki. Prvnim z nich jeThe Jungleod Uptona Sinclaira. Upton Beall
Sinclair se narodil roku 1878 v Baltimoru, ve &t&taryland. Po dokafeni studia na
Universig se zdal vénovat psani, ale nejtéi vliv na jeho dilo rda navstva jatek ve
mesté Packingtown ktera mimo jiné zasobovala armadu zkazenym maké&mem
Sparglsko-americké valky. Zde & shromad’ovat informace a pozorovat nekalé
praktiky. Takovychto investigativnich spisovdtel novindt byla zejména v Chicagu
celadtrada, a nazyvali s#uckrakers Tyto zkuSenosti a odhaleni ski&nesti vedly k
vzniku romanuThe Jungle ktery se zabyva zivotem a osudy rodiny litevskych
pristéhovalal, svadjicich kazdodenni boj s krutymi podminkami Zstnani a Zivobyti.
Ustredni postavou je Jurgis, ktery se svou rodinjizdi do Spojenych stéts vidinou
lepSi budoucnosti. V hoslza tzv. ,Americkym snem" se ale setkavéadou obtizi a
jeho p@ateini optimismus se rychle vytraci. Postappiichazi o zaréstnani, neni
schopen zabezp rodinu a uchyluje se k alkoholu.

Druhy roméan napsal Richard Wright a jmenujéNs¢ive SonRichard Wright se
narodil v malém réstetku ve stat Mississippi roku 1908 do velmi chudé afroamerické
rodiny. Kdyz dospl, odsthoval se do Chicaga, aby se vymanil z jizanskélai v
mohl se stat spisovatelem. Jeho cilem bylo popeaity Zivot afroamerickych rodin,
nerovné Sance a &estné zachazeni s nimi. V tomto ohledvdoval komunistickému
hnuti, které se jako jediné snazi s touto situ&cind bojovat. Kdyz vydal roku 1940
knihu Native Sonsetkala se okaméits obrovskym usfthem, stala se bestsellerem, a
Wright se diky ni stal uzndvanym spisovatelem. Mtto dile je Ustedni postavou

Bigger Thomas, chudy a newany afro-americky chlapec, ktery se necha &stmat
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jako Sofér v zamozné rodirbaltonovych. Udalosti naberou rychly spad potéBomer
ne¥astnou nahodou usmrti mladou dceru Daltonovychidksenim paradoxnjako
jedind sympatizovala a citéd jeho skutény Zivot poznat. Bigger se snazi unikat
spravedInosti, ale nakonec je&at a v cele smrtiipmysli nad svym konanim a celym
Zivotem. Motivem celého romanu je v podstikt, Ze ,bili viadnowernym®, a g&koliv
toto mize vyznit politicky nekorektn v knize autorovi n@ni problém popisovat
skute&nosti bez jakychkoliv ohled

Oba autdéi se vyznauji spol&énym literarnim zZanrem, ale pokud se jedna o
jejich politické peswdceni, to se patkud liSi. Ackoli oba byli zn&né ovlivnéni
levicovymi mySlenkami, jakoZto zastanci wt@anych nizSich ttd, Wright byl
zastancem komunismu a Sinclair spiSe socialisma. @falyzované romany poskytuji
pohled na realny obraz &sta vkomponovany dofi¢ht hrdini téchto cl, a takto
ne@imo poukazuji na nespravedlivé jednaidivnarodnostnim a etnickym mensinam.
Jednim ze spodaych prvki téchto &l je sklon k alkoholismu, &oliv v kazdém
k nému vede jiny dvod. Jurgis je neafznivymi Zivotnimi podminkami nucen uchylovat
se do bal, aby se po&zké praci okl a mohl tak alesgourcitou ¢ast dneci noci
pieckat v teple. Oproti tomu Bigger saha k alkoholgtpZze se snazi zapomenout na
realitu, kazdodenni starosti a popijenim se uvakistresu.

Rasismus je fenomeén, ktery taktéz provazi kbihy. Etnicky givod Biggera
Thomase je evidentni po fyzické strance, a tentkt fao v podstat predukuje
k nesnadnému Zziti. On se al€ili8 nesnazi cokoliv zgmit, nevyuziva moznosti
vzklani, a dilem nadhody ziska své zmtmani. Paradoxem je, Ze zamozny pan Dalton
vlastni ubytovny pro nejchudSi afroamerické rodiay ma tudiz obrovsky zisk
z predrazeného najemného, a zartowe chlubi svou dobémnosti, kdyZz se snazi ty
samé obany finargné podporovat.

Rodina litevskych imigraiit je ve své honb za tzv. ,Americkym snem*
znevyhodgna jazykovou bariérou i absolutni neznalosti méstrgraktik. Na kazdém
kroku se ostatni snazi zneuzit jejickitér naivity a snazivosti,tauz @i koupi domugi
shaze zabezpe rodinu finartné. Jurgis se snazi poctipracovat, vzélavat se, ale i
piesto jeho rodinu potkava jedno nsst za druhym. Toto vede k vyrazné prowh

Jurgisova charakteru a ¢ité rezignaci nad moznosti svou pili cokoliv émni.
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Dusledkem toho je jeho sympatizace se socialistickyiyslenkami, nelibkapitalismus
se ukazal bytiicinou znteného Zivota celé rodiny.

Historicka fakta se v obou analyzovanych dilechagdji s naprostouémosti.
Misty kladou oba autodiraz na velice realisticky a syrovy popis nelitostmpraktik a
situaci, bez jakychkoliv iluzti nastinu budoucich Sanci na zlepSeni. Problematika
obyvatel na samém okraji spéimsti a jejich zivotni fibéhy oba dva romany spojuje,

ackoliv se kazdy zabyva jinou utiskovanou skupinou.
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