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Slovni vyjadieni k hodnoceni bakalarské price:

Despite the following criticisms, this bachelor work is at an exceptionally high level in terms of
content and language. This is reflected in the high numerical evaluation it was given.

While the epigraph by Bukowski is well-chosen, the opening two paragraphs do not belong in an
academic essay at this level in terms of register or content. The ideas and opinions put forth in these
two paragraphs are not clear, repetitive, too general and unsubstantiated by sources. Having said this,
the introduction would be fine if simply begun with the third paragraph (“Many literary works...”)

The synopses of the work of Sherif and Fromm pertinent to the thesis are acceptable, and relevant
parts of the novel are by and large integrated with the theories of these psychologists (but not always
so clearly, e.g. the last paragraph of p. 9).

The term “consumerism” is mentioned in the title of subsection 3.1, but in the section and in the entire
thesis, consumerism is not discussed to an adequate degree. One aspect of the social commentary
encoded in the novel that was not expressed in the thesis in a strong enough way was the relationship
between conformity and consumerism, e.g. as expressed in social relations and in the media.

The historical periods are adequately highlighted; still, perhaps a bit more depth of analysis could have
been expected, for example stronger connections between the novel and the social issues of the 50s
and 60s, especially long term societal effects of the issues mentioned, for example the later events like
the Kennedy assassination, the Civil Rights Movement and the Vietnam War (discussed at the end of
section 4.1) The “counter-culture” (here never really adequately defined) is also not directly tied in a
clear enough way to events or attitudes of the novel.

Certain general terms and statements are introduced unclearly without adequate definition or
clarification, e.g. “mediocrity” (p. 20), “(he refused) Western civilization.” (p. 29), “conformity is still
embraced in the United States” (p 31) or “practices in politics™ (p. 31). The inadequate explanations
seem to reflect a rush to meet the deadline rather than a lack of understanding of the writer.

A few language problems, e.g. “process of changing the opinion” (p. 6), “standards were set upon the
arts ...” (p. 21), “a deafness™ (p. 26), “Sherwood concludes on the role of ...” (p.26.) or “Conformity
is a key word, and probably the best one we would use ...” (p. 31), but in general the grammar and
vocabulary is at quite a high level for an ESL bachelor’s thesis.
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