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Annotation

The submitted paper deals with the symbols, propaganda and public performance of
British Union of Fascists. It supplies the reader with the information about the origins
of radical right and fascism in Great Britain, the political career of Oswald Mosley, the
founder of the afore-mentioned party, and also with the foundation and the background
of the movement. Attention is payed to the Jewish question which is closely connected
with fascism. In the paper, the symbols that were adopted by the party from its Italian
and German counterparts and which were later suited to the British character are
discussed along with the propaganda in the newspapers, cinema and radio, and within
the public appearances, including marches and rallies, during which, apart from other
things, the party members were delivering speeches. The aim of the paper is to describe
the above mentioned and discover to which extent it affected the party's public image.
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Nazev

Britska unie fasistii: image strany a jeji vystupovani na verejnosti ve 30. letech 20.
stoleti

Souhrn

Predkladana prdce se zabyva symboly, propagaci a verejnym vystupovanim Britské unie
fasistii. Seznamuje ctenare s pocatky krajni pravice a fasismu ve Velké Britanii, s
politickou kariérou Oswalda Mosleye, zakladatele zminované strany, dale pak se
vznikem a charakteristikou hnuti. Pozornost je vénovana také Zidovské otdzce, kterd je
obecné uzce spjata s fasismem. Diskutovany jsou symboly, jez strana prevzala od svych
italskych a némeckych protéjskic a které pozdeji prizpusobila specifikum britské
spolecnosti a kultury, dale propagace v tisku, filmu a rozhlasu, a také verejné vystupy,
zahrnujici pochody a sjezdy, v ramci nichz clenové strany mimo jiné recnili. Cilem
prace je zmapovat vySe zminované a zjistit, do jaké miry byl ovlivnén obraz strany v
ocich verejnosti.
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1. Introduction

Fascism is an ideology that captured Europe during the interwar period, especially
Italy and Germany. Britain was no exception, though it was not affected so heavily. The
issues that emerged during the late Victorian era and the consequential Edwardian times
prepared the conditions for the emergence of radical right-wing parties to which the
fascist movements indubitably belonged. In the first three decades of the 20™ century,
several parties avowing the fascist creed were launched in Britain. The biggest and the
best known one was British Union of Fascists led by former Conservative and Labour
MP Sir Oswald Mosley. The party took its inspiration from its Italian and German
counterparts where the fascist parties were the ruling ones before and during the Second
World War. Nonetheless, BUF was never successful in general elections and never
reached the status of Britain's ruling party.

This paper attempts to reveal the general symbolics of the party that was adopted
from the BUF's European counterparts. The distinctions between the original symbols
and their British variations are examined in the first part of the analysis. The work also
deals with the party's propagandistic activities and reveals which promotional tools were
used by BUF and how. The attention is payed to the party's performance on public and
to what extent the events within the meetings affected BUF's public image. The aim of
the paper is to prove that BUF's propaganda was not successful at all. This statement is
supported by the fact that Mosleyites had never been elected to Parliament.

In the first part, the reader is acquainted with the formation of radical right-wing
and fascist parties in Britain. Attention is paid to the political attempts of Oswald
Mosley, the leader of BUF, and the establishment, evolution and objectives of British
Union of Fascists (and National Socialists). The party's attitude towards Jews is
discussed at the end of the chapter.

The second chapter is dedicated to the analysis that has two parts. In the first part,
the party's symbols, including the emblems, uniforms and marching songs are
discussed. Attention is payed to the shape and character of the symbols and distinctions
between the BUF's and the original versions of particular symbols. The second part of

the analysis deals with BUF propaganda that is divided into three subchapters with the



third one being the longest. First, the brief definition of propaganda is supplied. It is
followed by the newspaper propaganda together with the BUF's own periodicals and
publications. The second subchapter briefly focuses on propagandistic films and
broadcasting. Tha last subchapter is dedicated to the BUF's public appearances,
including meetings and marches. Mosley's oratorical style as well as the three major
gatherings are analysed.

In the conclusion, the data and information obtained are summarized and

concluded. The part supplies the reader with the results of the carried out analysis.



2. Origins of british fascism and British Union of
Fascists

This chapter deals with the historical and social context preceding and clearing the
ground for fascism. It provides the reader with a brief overview of events that led to the
formation of radical right-wing and fascist parties in Britain. As the relevant sources
give the same, or at least similar, information, the part dealing with the Victorian era is
based mainly on the work of Martin Pugh, one of the best authorities on the topic of
fascism.

What is necessary at the beginning of the paper is to supply a definition of what
fascism is as there are many misinterpretations of this term. For this purpose, the

citation of Brett Boyanowski is used:

The term fascism comes from the word fasces; an ax tightly wound with
sticks. Fascism can be defined as a political attitude and mass movement that
arose during time between the first and second World War. Fascism is the
attitude of giving full interest in economic, social, and military power to a
dominant race or state led by a single dominant leader. Fascism basically
rejected the idea of Socialism, Capitalism, and Democracy. Fascism’s are single-
party dictatorships characterized by terrorism and police surveillance. It
focuses on ethnicity and “our” race being better than “your” race. Fascism is not
limited to one culture alone. Each culture can believe that it is better and each
person can consider himself to be better than his fellow man. Fascism is used to
categorize censorship and oppression. Ones who take away freedom from others
can be considered fascist (Fascism).

Throughout the paper, the reader is informed about specific forms of fascism in
Britain, as it was distinct from other variations in Italy and Germany. Especially it
differred in terms of intensity of the fascist beliefs and applied principles. The following
part deals with the formation of radical right-wing parties in Britain and with the origins

of British fascism.



2.1 British Radical Right

It is a frequent point of argumentation which period was the one to have enabled
fascism to have appeared in Britain after the Great War. Majority of theorists and
scientists examining the area claim that ideas of and tendencies to what was later called
British fascism emerged for the first time in the late 19™ century as a reaction to the
social, economic and political problems of the late-Victorian period and the oncoming
World War I in the early days of 20" century. Only a few historians see the roots of
British fascism in the Elizabethan period. For example Linehan in his book British
Fascism points out that Elizabeth I's attempts to cure poverty resembled the fascist
ideals of social justice (2000, p. 15). However, these ideas are rather spurious, for
fascism emerged practically four hundred years later and in the meantime, almost no

tendencies to fascism were observed.

What is considered to be a milestone for the later emergence of fascism in Europe
as well as for undermining British confidence in parliamentary democracy, is the
unification of Germany. On 19" September 1870 Prussian troops finished the
encirclement of Paris making it inevitable for Napoleon III to capitulate four months
later'. Not only France but also other European countries were struck by the account
of the swift and unexpected victory of Prussian armada, which, without any doubt,
brought the dark clouds above the whole Europe as the new united Germany emerged
on the scene. It was a new era of fear and insecurity about the future of Europe. During
the previous twenty years Britain had very visibly reached the peak of its industrial,
commercial and imperial strength and what's more, the country has not ever been

challenged or even jeopardized by a major external power (Pugh, 2005, p.7).

Not only did the emergence of new industrialized powers threaten Britain, but the
country was also menaced by disadvantages and risks of liberal free trade. Everywhere
in Europe, free trade was considerably limited but in Britain it still remained through
the use of free trade tariffs. (A Century of British)

During the pre-war period Britain was in need of a radical political, economical

1 These events pertain to the Franco-Prussian war that took place between 1870 and 1871.



and social reform. Although the Victorian era is generally said to have given the world
a model of parliamentary government and is considered to be the period of progressive
political developments, in some terms it had nothing to do with democracy. Despite the
fact that the vote was extended and the campaigns for female emancipation were almost
a routine advent that time, four out of every ten men, and all women, still lacked the
right to vote. In fact, British people enjoyed few of the rights and liberties of citizens
(Pugh, 2005, pp. 7-8).

The real foreboding of fascism in Britain can be seen in the gradual formation of
the radical right as a reaction to the pre-war situation. Martin Pugh sees the reasons for
the rise of such parties in the historical events and social state mentioned above as well
as in the ideas of eugenics® and various racist theories that were very popular in the late

19" century (Pugh, 2005, 13).

Some of the historians assume that the Edwardian era is the period of relative
social stability but actually, it is far from the truth. The differences between classes
widened rapidly as time went by. This fact led to the development of radical groups and
the principles of liberalism were challenged. The growth of radical groups reached its
peak between 1911 and 1914 when the suffragette movement, the Ulster Volunteer
Force’, syndicalism and other extremist movements and creeds developed (Thurlow,

2005, p.2).

The radical right-wing movements started to emerge in the first decade of the 20™
century and the word radical (as well as ultra or far) is used there to express that the
parties that proclaimed themselves to be radical were somehow extremist, usually

radically patriotic, nationalist and racialist.

Excepting minor dissimilarities, particular parties had the same objectives. They
were supporters of tariff reform, compulsory military service together with the

expansion of the army and navy, development of social welfare as well as the

2 The term Eugenics comes from the Greek word eugenia meaning ,,well-born* and was coined by
Francis Galton, a British geneticist. Eugenics involves modifying natural given genes (not only the
human ones) to make it as perfect as possible. The positive features are enhanced while the negative ones
are decreased or prevented. This may be connected with a superman theory adopted by the Nazis in a
form of a belief in the superiority of an Aryan race.

3 The Ulster Volunteer Force was a unionist militia formed to block Home Rule for Ireland



introduction of the political referendum. These parties also struggled for a prohibition of
foreign immigration following the ideas of the afore-mentioned eugenics. The attitude
to Wilhelmine Germany* was characterized by a discrepancy in opinion as British
politicians were fearful of Germany's military and industrial strength, and on the other
hand, they saw its administrative efficiency and the social welfare programmes as a role
model for modernization of British society. British radical right was captivated by the
leading role of the state in Germany's national development and became interested in

establishing a similar system in Britain (Thurlow, 2005, p.4).

The most significant of the radical right-wing and one of the first to have appeared
was called the Tariff Reform League (formed in 1903). As the title suggests, this group
urged to replace the no longer satisfactory free trade with a system of import tariffs
according to the Joseph Chamberlain's proposal.” This plan was meant to prevent
Britain from the foreign competitors. TRL was noted for its strong anti-Semitic ideas.

(A Century of British)

After the Great War, first fascist parties emerged. The industrial unrest and a rise
of the 'socialist' Labour Party as well as the threat of the imminent Bolshevik revolution
brought the establishment of anti-socialist and anti-Semitic organisations. Parties like
Economic league (formed in 1919), National Citizens Union (1919) or the Britons
(1919) are worth mentioning. These movements believed that the Labour Party was
controlled by the 'Jewish-Bolshevik' agents and their goal was to resist the Labour's
attempts to 'bolshevize' Britain. They were convinced that there was a need for the
establishment of a paramilitary force per sample of Mussolini's forces. (A Century of

British)

The first proto-fascist party emerged in 1923 and was called British Fascists. The
group took inspiration from Mussolini (They admired the way he had dealt with the
socialist menace. That reflected in its original name British Fascisti, which was in 1926
changed to more English sounding British Fascists), however, in one fact it was unique.

The BF was founded and led by a woman, Rotha Lintorn Orman, which was, except

4 The term "Wilhelmine Germany' is used for the period between 1890 and 1914 under the rule of
Wilhelm II., the last German Emperor and King of Prussia.
5 Joseph Chamberlain was an MP and a Unionist



suffragette movements, rather unusual then (Thurlow, 1998, p. 34). BF was virulently
anti-Communist movement that struggled for a reduction of income tax that would heal
unemployment, simply because opulent people would have got more money to hire
more servants. Later they adopted ideas of a corporate state whose establishment was
one of the BUF's objectives as well. The party was characterized as a cross between a
boy scout movement and a quasimilitary group and that might be the reason why its
impact on a political scene was that marginal. Due to this fact, Orman failed in
promoting feminized imagery of fascism. The party soon became a fringe organization

superseded by the BUF (Linehan, 2004, pp. 16-17).

Another party worth mentioning is Imperial Fascist League (*1929) led by a BF's
former member Arnold Leese. This movement might have been seen as an embodiment
of racial fascism. Although Leese never received so much attention as Oswald Mosley,
he was the one who, without hesitation, expressed his critical attitude towards Jews. He
also criticised Mosley for being a "puppet of the Jews' and nicknamed the BUF 'British
Jewnion of Fascists'. By these statements, Leese reacted to the fact that the BUF was
supported by the Daily Mail, the newspaper funded by rich Jews (Cashmore and
Troyna, 1990, p. 169).

2.2 Sir Oswald Mosley's First Political Attempts and Formation
of New Party

During the Great War, the Sandhurst graduate Oswald Mosley joined the Royal
Flying Corps where he was trained as a pilot. Unfortunately, a few days before
obtaining a licence, he had a plane crash and was seriously injured. After his recovery
he attempted to join the army again, however, the remaining health problems (limping)
made him incompetent to fight on front and since 1916 he had been working in the
Ministry of Munitions Office. Soon after he was employed by the Foreign Office and
he dedicated this period to self-education. He was interested in history and also read
many books on politics. During that time he was introduced to many politicians of the
generation and under their influence he considered becoming a politician (Keeley, 1998,

p.2-3).



“Tom”6

Mosley began his political career as a member of the Conservative Party.
In the General Elections of 1918 the twenty-two-year-old Conservative Unionist won a
seat for Harrow. His success was astonishing and unexpected. His opponent suffered
from an overwhelming defeat (13, 950 : 3, 000 votes) and Mosley became one of the
youngest MPs of his generation (Dorril, 2006, p.40). He made his name as a brilliant
orator, witty debater and self-confident political player in the House of Commons right
from the beginning, but he was soon dissatisfied with the ideas and actions of
Conservatives and in 1924 he resigned from the party and joined Labourists
(Independent Labourist Party’*) (Ramsden, 2006, p.541).Even in the ILP he did not stay
long as he felt that the party did not give enough support to his keynesian solutions for
British economic issues and were not familiar with his programme intended for dealing
with unemployment issues. In May 1930 he expressed his ideas and solutions in a

'Mosley Memorandum'. Memorandum was, as well as the 'Manifesto’ that was

published in December the same year, rejected by the Cabinet (Thompson, 2006, p.88).

Disappointed by the established political structures, he decided to form his own
party. With the financial support from a motor car tycoon Sir William Morris’, he and
his five fellows from ILP launched the New Party on March 1% 1931'(Jones,
2004,p.55). After the announcement that he was to leave the party and form a new one,
one of his former colleagues prophetically told him: “You will end up as a fascist
party*“(Jones, 2004, p.55). Mosley did not pay much attention to his message as he was
not interested in fascist ideologies then, or not in the extent he became to be a year later.
He was convinced that Britain needed a change in the system and the first step to do so
was, in his opinion, to dismiss the 'old gang'. According to Mosley, the country was in
need of 'fresh air' in terms of politics and it might be the reason why he had chosen the
title 'New Party' for his new project. The New Party attempted to apply changes that
would stop economic decline of Britain, but since the foundation of the party,

Mosleyites have faced many difficulties. Labourists and Communists protested against

6 Although Mosley was named Oswald Ernald, among family and his friends he was always called
Tom or Tommy.
ILP was a branch of the Labour Party which professed a purer brand of socialism.
He was an MP for Smethwick between 1926 and 1931.
The gift came with a warning that further support would depend on Mosley's sustained success.
0 In some sources, the foundation of New Party is dated February 28" 1931.
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the party and their objectives and very often they disturbed the party's meetings. It was
dangerous for NP's speakers to perform on public as they were attacked by party's
opponents and violence became the integral part of the NP's meetings. To protect his
colleagues, Mosley decided to establish the so called Youth Movement, the group of
young men popularly known as 'biff boys', defending the NP members against these
violent actions. He hired a boxing champion Ted 'Kid' Lewis as his bodyguard and as a
trainer of an NP's defence force (Oswald Mosley 2). Formation of such force was a step
leading to fascization of Mosley's movement, but, as he stated, the New Party was
fascist only theoretically, not practically (Ramsden, 2006, p.577). Although
misunderstood, unwelcome and without any support in the press, the New Party stood
for seats in General Elections in 1931. However, they were not successful at all.
Actually, they never thought they could experience such a devastating defeat. Shortly
after this failure, many NP's members decided to resign and the party in itself started to
split. Party's turn towards fascism and unsuccessful candidature caused estrangement

within NP's intelectual supporters as well (Oswald Mosley 2).
2.3 British Union of Fascists (and National Socialists")

Dissapointed by the victory of the 'old gang', as he called the Conservative Party,
Mosley decided to travel through Europe in order to 'study modern movements'. Apart
from other countries he visited Italy, where he was introduced to Benito Mussolini and
finally fascinated by the system he had established in Italy. These two had a lot in
common. They were both leftists and sort of firebrands who were not satisfied with the
policies of 'the old men' who had sent the soldiers to trenches. (Oswald Mosley 2).
Captivated by Mussolini's fascist policy, Mosley dismissed New Party after his return to
Britain and prepared the documents necessary for launching a new, completely fascist
party. In the mean time, he was working on his book Greater Britain, a treatise
combining his radical economic theory with his vision of the ideal authoritarian

government and a corporate state (Keeley, 1998, p. 9).

On October 1% Oswald Mosley with the thirty-two founder members announced

11 In 1936 the party was renamed to the British Union of Fascists and National Socialists.
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the formation of the NP's successor the British Union of Fascists. In his speech that
took place at 12 Great George Street, Mosley asked his partyliners 'to march with us in a
great and hazardous adventure. We ask them to be prepared to sacrifice all . . .to
dedicate their lives to building in this country a movement of the modern age' (Dorril,
2006, p.217). The language that he used might have been fitting more had he been
speaking at a British version of the Nurnberg rally or at BUF's later Earl's Court Rally,
but in case of such an intimate performance it sounded rather ridiculous. On the other
hand, it shows that Mosley took his new organization seriously and wanted to announce
the foundation with respect and honour. The BUF's goal was to unify all British fascist
parties, however, these attempts were not successful as he had many critics among
members of those parties. Arnold Leese of IFL dubbed Mosley's fascism as 'Kosher
Fascism' and regarded his movement as a disgrace to fascism (Cashmore and Troyna,
1990, p. 169). Leese still believed that Mosley's wife Diana had Jewish ancestors and
Mosley was an agent hired by Jews to sabotage British fascism. This statement made
Mosley angry and it led to the violent attack on Leese during the IFL meeting. It may be
a point of argumentation what outraged Mosley as much as he attacked Leese. He might
have protected Diana's credit or he might have feared that he would lose Fuhrer's
favour, unless he intervened. Or he might have simply felt offended by Leese'
imputation. Rotha Orman (BF), on the other hand, deemed that the BUF had communist

leanings and therefore refused the unification (Keeley, 1998, p.9).

Although his idea to unify all the British parties under BUF failed, Mosley still
believed that his party itself would be strong enough to capture the Parliament. He saw
the crisis of British economy as plus points for BUF to succeed (Thurlow, 2005, p.93),
as he was convinced that he would establish a strong party that would be able to enforce
radical reforms. One of those most radical reforms was an establishment of a corporate
state, which became the principal object of the party with which they planned to
succeed in the next General Elections. In case of the BUF's victory in elections, the
BUF would become the only political party in Britain and the electoral system would be
changed. Citizens would vote for or against the party according to their opinion on
party's actions and its ability to fulfill the set objectives. In the event that they were
dissapointed, the Government would be replaced (Oswald Mosley 1).
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Since its early days BUF had been establishing a well-considered system of
branches thanks to which the BUF ideas were spread throughout Britain. The
organizational structure is illustrated in the following quotation.

The BUF quickly established a network of branches throughout Great
Britain. Organisation was on semi-military lines: each branch consisted of
Units under the charge of Branch Officer (later called District Leader) who
was in turn under the supervision of a National Inspecting Officer. This
reflected the fact that a high proportion of early members were ex-

servicemen of the First World War....Women were organised in a separate
local formation under a Women's District Leader (Oswald Mosley 1).

In 1933 Mosley bought the building of the former Whitelands Teachers Training
College in Chelsea and turned it into the BUF's headquarters named 'The Black House'
(further abbreviated as BH). The BH was without any doubt an immitation of the
NSDAP's Brown House (Braunes Haus) in Munich. Both mansions were occupied by
the parties' leaders and key officers who were guarded by a great number of 'Shirts';
brown in Germany, black in Britain (Jones, 2004, p.85). Moreover, the appelation itself
suggests that the BUF took its inspiration from the Nazi model. The BH, besides being
the BUF's main office, functioned also as a training house with parade grounds and
dormitories for Blackshirts and last but not least, it was a base of the so called 'I
Squad'?. Under military discipline the BUF members were drilled and tought martial
arts and other combative sports (Oswald Mosley 1).

The movement always put an emphasis on propagandistic activities. Since 1933
Mosleyites have been publishing the Blackshirt newspaper that was later accompanied
by another one named the Action (British Online). Not only did they publish papers,
they also published various books that were together with the Action and Blackshirt the
distributed in the street sales. Large meetings, marches and demonstrations were typical

of BUF.

12 1 Squad was a mobile defence force that was always in readiness to rescue their Blackshirt fellows in
case that any of the party's meetings was interrupted by left-wing aggressors or other violators. They
were able to mobilize very quickly and were dispatched to the place of destination in rather short time.
What is interesting about this unity is the fact that they were not allowed to use weapons. Instead, they
were trained in boxing and judo. I Squad also functioned as Mosley's personal force of bodyguards. It
seems that the I Squad was a counterpart of Hitler's SS forces.
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Thanks to the support of the Daily Mail, that wrote praising articles about the
group, the number of the BUF members had risen from thirty two up to 50,000 by 1934.
However, due to their frequent frays with Jews (see 3.2.2.1 for details about the
infamous Olympia Rally of 1934), they soon lost the tabloid's favour and this fact led to
the decrease in membership. The party never hesitated to use force to parry the attacks
of their opponents and that is why they came in for the procrustean image in the eyes of
British public. By 1935, the BUF had not much more than 5,000 members. Although,
the party started to recover quickly (in five months 5,000 new people joined the party),
it had never returned to the numbers that had been reached in 1934 (Patterns of

Membership).

Concerning the BUF objectives, the party stood out against capitalist system and
liberal democracy that in their opinion gave the birth to the economic crisis in Britain.
In 1935 they came up with the solution and published the book The Coming Corporate
State, where Mosley and the BUF's leading intellectual Alexander Raven Thompson
profoundly introduced the idea of the Corporate State that was outlined earlier in the

Greater Britain.

Thompson explained the need and asset of the establishment of the Corporate
State in the introduction of The Coming Corporate State.

The Corporate State is a means of equating economic forces to the needs of

the Nation. It is designed to end the chaos and disorder of the present

economic system, and replace them by an organised economy. It is designed

to break the hidden dictatorship of vested interests and alien financiers who

exploit present conditions for their own benefit. These powers have driven

Labour Governments out of office, they dictate the policies of National
Governments, but they will never control a Corporate State (Thompson,

1935, pp. 2-3).

The ideas of the corporatism originated in Italy and were one of the Mussolini's policies
that had inspired Mosley a lot. The establisment of the corporate state was assigned to
cope with unemployment issues and poverty (10 points of Fascism). Under the
corporate state, the Government would be empowered to rule the country (through the

enabling bill) and would act as the central authority in Britain. Decision making body
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would be formed by the Prime Minister (Mosley) and other four assisting ministers. The
House of Commons would be replaced by the fascist parliament and its power would be
limited. On the other hand, the House of Lords would be replaced by the important
national corporation consisting of one representative from each of the twenty five self-
governing corporations in Britain (What's the big). It is interesting that Thompson is
talking about twenty five corporations, while Mosley mentions only sixteen in his
pamphlet The Greater Britain (Oswald Mosley 1). The Crown would preserve" and the
King would have the right to replace ministers but only with the fascist ones. No person

not avowing to fascist creed would have a chance to become a minister.

The creeds of the BUF were summarized in the Earl's Court Souvenir Programme.
The following original wording is taken from this short publication which was a
guidebook for the event of the famous Earl's Court Rally (the rally is discussed in the
third part of the paper).

All shall serve the State and none the faction;

All shall work and thus enrich their country and themselves;

Opportunity shall be open to all, but privilege to none;

Great position shall be conceded only to great talent;

Reward shall be accorded only to service;

Poverty shall be abolished by the power of modern science released within the
organised State;

The barriers of class shall be destroyed and the energies of every citizen devoted
to the service of the British nation, which by the effort and sacrifice of our
fathers has existed gloriously for centuries before this transient generation, and
which by our own exertions shall be raised to its highest destiny — the Greater
Britain that shall be born of the National Socialist and Fascist creed.

AN N NN

<

(taken from the BUF Earl's Court Souvenier Programme available at Free
eBooks — see bibliography)
For more information about the BUF objectives and further explanation of them,
see the booklet titled /0 Points of Fascism (see Appendix 12). The pamphlet was
pitched to those who were interested in the BUF ideology, to those who were interested

in becoming the members of the party or to those who just needed an explanation of the

13 In the book Fascism: 100 Questions Asked and Answered, Mosley speaks about his absolute loyalty to
the Crown and this might be considered the only rational reason why he did not plan to dissolve the
Crown.
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BUF programme.

The year 1936 was revolutionary for the party. At that time the BUF was renamed
to the British Union of Fascists and National Socialists (further in the text the existing
abbreviation for the party is used). By the name change, Mosleyites manifested their
shift from the Mussolini-inspired fascism to the Hitler-inspired one'*. That is illustrated
by the words 'National Socialists' in its title as the German Nazi party's one consisted of
these words as well (Nazional Socialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei). The new Nazi
style uniforms and the new logo were introduced the same year. Along with these
changes, the BUF's attention was focused on London's East End, the district highly
populated by Jews (Levy, 2005, p. 87). Mosley organized numerous marches,
appearences, and propagandistic activities (see Apendix to view the article published in
the Blackshirt) at the area. The BUF's attacks on the East End dwellers culminated on
October 4, 1936 when the infamous Battle of Cable street took place (discussed in...).
The violent riots within the unsuccessful'® march brought the BUF negative publicity

and attention of the police and the consequent enacting of the Public Order Act.

The years 1937 and 1938 were quite restful for BUF. The British Union of Fascists was
oficially dissolved on May 30 1940. The same day, all the books and periodicals
published by the BUF were banned (British Union).

For Hill et al. Mosley had not the qualities to become a successful leader of a
fascist party as Mussolini had. In their opinion, he was too 'soft' and too 'modern' (1991,
p. 575). However, there are authors who disdain his seeming incompetence and see the
BUF as a strong movement. For example Thurlow describes the BUF as a movement
“which was intellectually the most coherent and rational of all the fascist parties in
Europe in its early years (2005, p.62). Nonetheless, they failed to convince people that
authoritarian methods would prevent Britain from further decline. It is very improbable
that a movement of the BUF's stature would not be able to present their ideas in the way
that would attract the public, considering the party's speakers were trained in political

rhetoric. Moreover, Mosley himself was a brilliant orator and passed for a capable

14 This shift might have been caused by the fact that Mosley's wife Diana née Mitford and her sisters
were close friends and admirers of Adolph Hitler

15 It was unsuccessful because it actually did not happened. The opponents made it impossible for the
BUF to pass through the streets of East End.
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politician. These qualities seem to have been a guarantee for success, thus it is necessary
to seek the cause somewhere else. One of the reasons for such a refusal among citizens
might be seen in party's violent public actions. The fact that Mosleyites were always
ready to drub anti-fascists and other opponents might evoke the impression that in case
they had led Britain, they would not hesitate to attack anyone who would dare not to
support or even to thwart the plans of Mosley's regime. The fear of living in such state
could discourage British to concern themselves in the BUF, or even to vote them.

The British Union of Fascists was oficially dissolved on May 30 1940. The same day,
all the books and periodicals published by the BUF were banned (British Union —

spartacus).

2.4 British Union of Fascists and their attitude towards Jews

By 1900, Britan's Jewish population had risen to 160,000 which represented
approximately 0.3 of the total population (Pugh, 2005, p.213). These immigrants came
mainly from the Eastern Europe and they tended to congregate in certain districts. That
was the reason for many Britons to have complained, because Jews living in such
communities were 'reluctant to assimilate' (Jackson, 1997, p.82). Not many British
admitted that they hated them because of race and antipathies towards immigrants.
British also blamed the Jews for stealing their jobs and thus causing the increase of a
number of unemployed Britons. Jews were 'a splinter in the eye' of the Conservative
Party that had campained against them since 1890s. Finally, in 1905 Conservatives,
most likely in order to gain more voters, enacted the Aliens Act that was intended to
limit immigration. Intolerance towards Jews preserved in such form until the Great

War. Shortly before the war, the Jews became a target of radical and facist groups.

The Jewish question is indubitably the more bounded up with fascism than the
questions of any other races, but at the beginning, it is important to mention BUF's view
of Hitler's racial theories and the immigration as it may reveal their attitude to radical

nationalism or racism as such.

According to Mosley, there are differences between Germany and Britain that
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cause the variance of both German and British attitudes towards racial theories of
German Nazi movement. Mosley sees Britain as ,,a great Empire comprising many
different races” while Germany as a country that is not that racially varicoloured and
whose aim is a ,,revived German race” that would be geographically united within the

Third Reich (Mosley, 1936, pp. 35-36).

More drivel is talked about the Jews than most subjects; both ways. The views
that all Jews are born wicked, or that all Jews should be the sacred objects of the
system, seems to me equal nonsense. I am neither an anti-Semite, nor a
sycophant of Semites. The attitude of our movement has been both consistent
and intelligible throughout. We have never attacked any man on account of race
or religion, and we never shall. But we attack any man, whatever his race or
religion, who acts against the interests of Britain or Europe; particularly Britons
who ought to know better than to serve alien interests. It is a straightforward
attitude, which has been formed by clear principles (Oswald Mosley 1).

By this statement, Oswald Mosley expresses his not negative (avoiding the word
positive is purely intentional) attitude to Jewish ethnicity. Mosley always proclaimed
himself not to be an anti-Semite. Nevertheless, his statements about his not offensive
attitude to Jews did not correspond with his later public actions against this community
that, in many cases, could not be considered accidental at all. However, Mosley, not
being an anti-Semite, is not a guarantee that the rest of the party members were familiar
with his attitude. Conversely, many leading members were obdurate enemies of the
Jewish community in Britain. For example William Joyce, the BUF's propaganda
director, often discoursed his hatred towards Jews. Once in Chiswick, he stated: “I don't
regard Jews as a class, I regard them as a privileged misfortune”(Pugh, 2005, p.213).

Neither his colleagues were in arrears with hostile statements.

In the eye of the public, British Union was seen as a racist movement. Every
party that has in its title the word “fascist” makes people think that it is anti-Semite,
however, anti-Semitism was not a part of the BUF's ideology and was banned by
Mosley himself. It is necessary to highlight the fact that Mosley admitted many people
of Jewish ancestry to his parties. Namely, Ted ”Kid” Lewis, responsible for the NP's
defence force stewards training, was a Jew, and Mosley must have been aware of it as

Lewis was widely known through the media and his Jewish ancestry was no secret then.
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Notable names among the BUF internees included John Beckett (Director of
Publications and Editor of Action), Bill Leaper (Editor of the Blackshirt), Harold Soref
(Standard Bearer at the Olympia Rally) or Albert Lynden aka Lewinska (a member of
British Union's Ealing branch and Mosley's wartime cellman) (Oswald Mosley 1).

Although, Mosley forbade anti-Semitism among his partyliners, the situation was
changing rapidly throughout the time, because 'Leader' and his followers were
convinced that the majority of aggressors attacking the BUF speakers and news vendors
were Jews (Oswald Mosley 1). Reasons for his turn to “anti-Semitism™ might be seen
elsewhere. Starting 1933, the economic crisis of Britain began to improve and it meant
that it was rather unlikely that the fascist party could succeed. And due to this fact,
Mosley was in need of a new crisis and that is why he started to talk about the threat
that Jews embodied for British nation. Another impetus can be seen in the loss of favour
among rich Jews who financially supported the BUF's greatest popularizer, the Daily
Mail. Many influential Jews were disturbed by the events connected with the violent
attacks on Jews during the Olympia Rally in 1934. The sponsors forced Lord
Rothermere, the owner of the Daily Mail, to stop writing praising articles about the
BUF. Rothermere, who could not risk the loss of the promoters, acceded to their

demands.
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3. Symbols and propaganda

This part reveals the party's symbols that were adopted from its European
counterparts at the BUF's early years. Propagandistic activities of Mosley's movement
are discussed further in the chapter. The attention is payed specially to the party's public

meetings.
3.1 Symbols

Every fascist movement in Europe had its symbols. These symbols usually
originated in Italy or Germany as these countries were considered to be the centres of
fascist ideology from which the other proto-fascist movements took their inspiration.
Besides ideology itself, the BUF adopted symbols including the emblem, uniform,
marching songs and salutation. All these symbols were modified a bit in order to better
assimilate with the British culture. This part gives the reader a brief overview of the
individual symbols. The salutation is discussed separately in this introduction to the

subchapter.

The fascist salutations consisted of the two-word greeting and the typical posture.
The most widely known is the German greeting “Heil Hitler which resembles the
British “Hail Mosley* a lot for the pronunciation of “heil* and “hail* meaning the same
is akin. The typical fascist posture consists of one's legs together and the right arm
raised in an acute angle. This type of salutation is often attributed to Nazis, but actually,
it was used in early Britain hundreds of years before the establishment of the fascist
parties and it is considered the oldest salutation of European civilisation (Mosley, 1936,
p. 8). The salutation was an integral part of the BUF's meetings as by its means, Mosley

greeted and bade farewell to his audience.
3.1.1 Emblems and flags

Not many sources pay attention to the BUF emblems although it is a topic that is

worth mentioning as none of the BUF's major public appearances could do without the
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presence of the BUF's emblem. Watching the authentic takes or shots, one can see the
flags and banners everywhere. During the movement's marches in the streets, the tens or
even hundreds of flag bearers had been appearing in the crowd (see video). As well as
the uniform, the emblems are forms of visual expression of a political allegiance. This
paragraph is based mainly on the author's own analysis with the use of the relevant

photographs and pictures of the BUF flags, banners, badges and other objects.

In its early years, Mosleyites adopted the emblem with the design that showed from
where the party took its inspiration. The symbol itself was, except minor details in
variation, the same and the flag was almost identical to that of the BUF's Italian
counterpart called the Fascist National Party (Partido Nazionale Fascista) (see
Appendices 12 and 15). Both parties used fasces as their symbol. Smith and Anthon
describe fasces generally as “rods bound in the form of bundle, and containing an axe
(securis) in the middle, the iron of which projected from them. These rods were carried
by lictors before the superior magistrates in Rome*. Italian fascists perceived this type
of an axe as a symbol of power that was typical of ancient Rome. The symbolism and
meaning of fasces was mentioned in the BUF's short publication encouraging and
inviting people to join the party titled /0 Points of Fascism:
The Fasces are the symbol of service to the nation. They are one of the
oldest symbols of the British race, and date from the time of the Romans,
who were in this country for three centuries. The bundle of sticks
symbolises the strength of unity. Divided they can be broken; together they

cannot be broken. The axe represents the strength of action which cuts
through the dead wood of the past to the creation of a Greater Britain (p.3).

Considering the design of the emblem, the British offshoot of fascism adopted
fasces, however the fasces depicted on the flag were distinct a bit. The original ones
have the axe blade right in the middle of the 'grip' (see Appendix 16), while the
Mosley's ones' was in the upper part of the object (see Appendix 13). It is not clear
whether it was an intention to avoid copying the whole symbol or whether they simply
used a different type or design of fasces. The shape of the fasces is not the only

difference between those two flags, but also the colouring and shapes are distinct. The

19



Italian version used yellow (or gold) fasces on a black field'® (Appendix 16). The colour
of the fasces was the same in case of the BUF's version, however it was placed over a
blue or black disc in a red field (Appendix 13). It is difficult to determine what colour
the disc actually had for the majority of photographs depicting the flag is monochrome
and thus one must follow the later repaintings of the flag. It may be a point of
discussion whether the disc was dark blue or black because colours were very
important to the BUF. Blue colour with the other two would create a tricolour and thus
indicate that the party was inspired by the Union Jack and through the flag they
expressed movement's nationalistic ideas. Black colour would on the other hand

correspond with the uniform colouring.

In 1936 the party was renamed to the British Union of Fascists and National
Socialists (Levy, 2005, p. 87). This shift brought a change in the party's logo as well.
The fasces were replaced with the lightening flash in a circle (see Appendices 14 and
18). According to Mosley, the symbol portrayed the 'flash of action in a circle of unity'
as national action could came only from the national unity (1936, p. 8). Concerning the
flag, the white (or silver) flash and the circle were placed over a red field. The circle had
a dark blue filling and in this case there is no doubt that the new flag followed the
British national colours (see Appendix 14). Although the shape of the flash might
resemble the SS (Schutzstaffel) emblem, finding the associations between these two
symbols is rather groundless. This emblem had been used until the dissolution of the
BUF in 1940 and after the war it was revived by Mosley's new organization called the

Union Movement.

The BUF flags were made in many variations. Apart from the basic rectangle
shape, for example, the pentagon one was designed (see Appendix 17). This type of a
flag was called the Standard of Honour and was made in sixty pieces (Oswald Mosley
1). This special type was held tight on the long bars during the marches or attached to
the trumpets that were played during the public events directed by the party. The logos

themselves appeared on all of the BUF's publications, including their newspapers

16 There were other versions of the Italian fascist flag. For example the one with brown fasces placed on
the Italian national flag, but the article focuses on the version with a black field to show the
similarities that it shares with the BUF's one.
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(Action, Blackshirt and Fascist Week)", on the walls during meetings and rallies (see
video), on the armbands (see Appendix 20), stick pins (see Appendix 19) and other

objects.

3.1.2 Blackshirt uniform

There is nothing that signifies a political (or ideological) allegiance more than a
uniform. Without any action, without words, one expresses a membership in a particular
group and the act of wearing a uniform makes the group visible. The uniform of the
British Union of Fascists is indubitadly 'the foremost icon of fascism in the 1930s'
(Linehan and Gottlieb, 2004, p.89). This part is concerned with the description,
meanings and functions of the uniform and with how it could be seen in the eyes of

public.

Blackshirt uniform was without any doubt the most significant symbol of the
BUF, simply because one could see it everywhere, as party members were wearing this
garment on every ocassion, not only within the party's public appearances. It was a
question of prestige and their own choice as well as obligation to represent the party to
wear the uniform not only within party's rallies, marches and other public activities of a

political party, but also within social events, including balls, galas and others.

The shape of the later BUF uniform might have been determined by Mosley's
background. Oswald Mosley came from an aristocratic family. Since he was a child, he
spent his leisure time shooting, hunting and steeplechasing and doing other noble sports
that most boys could only dream about (Keeley, 1998, p. 5). When performing these
activities, he wore highly smart outfits worth an aristocrat. His fashion habits are
reflected by in the shape of a British version of a blackshirt uniform. Although the
British used the same appellation for their uniform as Mussolini's men and share the
similar ideas, the BUF's outfit was not inspired by the Italian model of a blackshirt
uniform. More than design they adopted the appellation itself, for the British uniform is

much distinct from the Italian one (see Appendices 21 and 22). While the Italian is

17 These were usually black printed. The authentic colouring was omitted as the polychromatic print
would have been rather expensive.
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predominantly greyish, only the shirt is black, the British one is entirely black. A black
shirt of the Italian version was of a traditional design with a collar and as an outer wear
a typical man-tailored jacket was used. The uniform itself appeared ordinary and did
not attract attention at all unlike its British counterpart. Sir Mosley was a votary of
fencing and achieved acknowledgement as a talented and dynamic fencer and it is no
wonder that the BUF's uniform was modelled on his fencing tunic. It was fastened with
a wide leather belt with a big metal buckle and usually combined with long creased
trousers (grey or black) and with a double-row suit of a lighter colour. For ladies, grey
mid-calf length skirts were designed (see Appendix). A tunic also displayed insignia of
the rank, however, Mosley himself wore a tunic without any distinction of rank (Oswald
Mosley 1). This 'functionally elegant' design of a fencing tunic formed the basis for the
first and the most famous shape of the BUF uniform. Mosley's own was tailor-made in
black silk (Dorril, 2006, p.217), other members' tunics were made of more affordable
materials but still looked very smart and impressive. That might evoke the impression
that the British Union of Fascists was more the party promoting interests of nobility and
British men of influence than the movement struggling for equity as well as deletion of

a class system and fighting against climbing unemployment rates.

Although the design was different, the ideal background for wearing a uniform
was shared to a certain extent by both, British and Italian fascism. The roots are seen in
the pre-war Italy. From the very beginning, Italian fascists took pride in their uniforms.
(Oswald Mosley 2) It is difficult to answer why the regime paid such enormous
attention to the fashion of its fascist members but it is a fact that the idea spread quickly
within the parties in other countries. Roots of this 'fashion obsession' may be seen in the
neutral status of Italy during the outbreak of the First World War (Parkins, 2002, p.147).
At one of the rallies supporting the war, Italian poet Cangiullo wore a suit designed by
Giacomo Balla, one of the leading representatives of the Futurist artistic movement.
The suit was based on the colours of the Italian flag, red, white and green, and was
meant to express state's active war attitude. That is what inspired Mussolini and made
him entrust such a great symbolic importance to a piece of garment. Uniform became a
means of expressing an attitude and visibly articulate fascist ideology (Linehan and

Gottlieb, 2004, p.100). Musollini referred to a black shirt uniform not as a uniform but
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as a 'combat outfit' that can be worn only by those 'who harbor a pure soul in their heart'
(Parkins, 2002, p.150). He was so consistent that he included the black shirt symbolism
in the one of ten fascist commandments. As it was stated in the fascist 'decalogue’,
Mosley saw it inevitable to adopt. However, another reason for the BUF's obsession
may be seen among soldiers. The Europeans who experienced the war construed
wearing a uniform as a symbol of a comradeship that used to be the only true value
among recruits during the hard times (Oswald Mosley 2). Many of the later BUF

members were fighting on front and have not forgotten this idea.

The choice of the black colour is not accidental and had probably nothing to do with
Mosley's taste in terms of colours. Mosley himself explained that the colour black 'best
expresses the iron determination of Fascism in a conquest of red anarchy [Communist
Party]' (Mosley, 1936, p. 8). Moreover, Linehan and Gottlieb mention that black was
always considered the colour of the powerful and has both positive and negative
connotations. It was worn by the cleric, the assassin, the prince, and the devil. It is also
connected with gravity, seriousness, restraint and on the other hand with death, devil,

sin and decline (2004, p.102).

Around 1936, Mosleyites introduced the new Nazi-style uniforms (see
Appendices 23 and 24). The fencing jacket preserved but the rest resembled the
German Nazi suits. With this change of clothing style, the BUF lost its uniqueness in
this field and made the public tend to the opinion that the party decided to share Hitler's
ideas and interests more than ever before. This type of the BUF uniform was recognized
for the first time during the Battle of Cable Street in London. The day after the event, on
October 5™ 1936, The Guardian payed attention to the change in Mosleyites' clothing in

one of their articles:

Sir Oswald Mosley, who usually appears hatless and wearing a high-
collared black shirt and leather waist-belt, wore the new Fascist uniform
yesterday - a black military-cut jacket, grey riding breeches, and jackboots.
He had a black peaked military hat and a red arm band. Many of the Fascists

18 Along with the new Nazi style uniforms, the so called Action Press Uniforms were introduced the
same year. Those uniforms were given as a reward to those Blackshirts who sold a certain number of
the BUF newspapers within the street sales.
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on parade wore a similar uniform (Fascist march).

The armed bands were almost identical to the Nazi ones. Both were red and on both the
parties' signs were used — swastika on the German one, a thunder in a circle on the
British one. This confirms that the uniform was an immitation of the Nazi uniform and

it shows Mosley's newly acquired identification with Hitler's ideas.

In 1936 Public Order Act banning the wearing of political uniforms in connection
with political objects and proscribing the so called quasimilitary organizations came
into force (Public Order). Moreover, the government (through the police) was given the
power to control or even ban processions, i.e. marches, and assemblies, i.e. static
demonstrations, that were very important for Mosley's movement. The act was a
reaction to the events connected with Cable Street riots. Public Order Act caused that
the BUF lost their power and many members left the party. As they could not march in
the streets of London and therefore could not attract as much attention as they used to, it
became difficult for the party to attract new applicants to become members. Although it
was illegal to were the uniform, dedicated activists continued to do so privately. Such
meetings in full dress uniform became a kind of rituals among some of the BUF
members (Macklin, 2007, p.17). The reasons for passing the Public Order Act are
discussed in 3.2.3.2).

Later Mosley admitted that the uniform was a big mistake and if he could turn
time back, he would not put wearing the uniform into practice again. "The old soldier in

me got the better of the politician," he added (Private Armies).

3.1.3 Marching songs

Community singing was an integral part of the BUF meetings and marches. They
sang both adopted and their own songs and that is why the songs may be considered the
semi-adopted symbols. The lyrics of these songs were written on various topics and by

various authors'.

The most popular of the BUF songs is called Comrades, the Voices of the Dead

19 The majority of the BUF songs were written by E.D.Randall.
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Battalions (watch video 5) which became the party's anthem. The song was written by
the British author, however the music was of the German origin®. It was sung to the
tune of Horst Wessel Lied, the anthem of the NSDAP. By the adoption of the tune,
Mosley expressed his admiration of the Nazi movement and Hitler's policy. Concerning
the title of the song, the word comrades may seem rather absurd when sung by the
fascist party. It is widely known that comrade is a salutation used among the members
of Communist parties and the BUF was a virulent opponent of the Reds. This salutation
appeared in other BUF songs as well (Comrades! Raise the Martial Chorus). However,
for fascists it was apparently a word expressing affiliation to the party because it is
rather unlikely that they would use it in case they considered it a communist salutation.
In the speech delivered to the Blackshirts, Mosley uses the salutation 'Brother
Blackshirts, my comrades' in the opening sentence. CVDB appeared on the party's
propaganda films (watch video 3) and was sung during the meetings, whether public or
private.The BUF had its own musicians and drum corps that accompanied the singing
members. The idea of community singing might have had its roots in the members' war
experience. Soldiers usually sing together when marching or moving to a different

place.

The majority of the BUF songs praised Mosley and the British nation. Many of
them also encouraged the British youth to join the party, or the Blackshirts to fight for
Britan's business. Interesting fact about these songs is that they did not include attacks
on the Jewish community. However, according to Endelman, the Blackhirts who were
marching through the East End filled the pauses between two songs with chanting of
anti-Semitic slogans (2002, p. 203). By this act the anti-Jewish part of the BUF

compensated the omission of such topics in the songs.

The marching songs may be seen as a good promotional tool because a catching
tune is a good means of attracting prospective members and voters. The BUF songs
were rather simple and easy to follow and learn (watch videos 4 and 5) and that is why

they might stick in Britons' memory.

20 It was composed by one of the SA members, however his name has never been mentioned.

25



3.2 Propaganda

According to Merriam-Webster online dictionary, propaganda is defined as 'the
spreading of ideas, information or rumours' in order to help or injure an institution or an
individual. Such manipulating was typical of fascist parties (Propaganda - Definition).
The propaganda of BUF was attacking its opponents and on the other hand, it was
praising the party and its objectives. There are many ways how to influence opinion of
the public. Thousands years ago, the art of public speaking was used for the purpose of
spreading ideas. Later the power of books was revealed and since the 19" century, the
newspapers had been a powerful promotional tool as well. All these tools are discussed
in the following part. Attention is payed to cinema and broadcasting as well, as these

two means of propaganda were rather new in the 1930s.

3.2.1 BUF's publications and party's publicity in the press

Since its early days, the British Union of Fascists had been publishing many
books, theses as well as their own regular newspapers and quarterlies. The party also
enjoyed publicity, whether positive or negative, in various sheets. This part supplies the
reader with the relevant information about the BUF publications and its promotion and

image in the press.
3.2.1.1 Role of the press in a fascist state

Mosley was once in 1936 asked on what the role of the press would be and
whether the press would be free in the fascist state in case such state would be
established in Britain. According to Mosley, the press would be free to inform British
public about current affairs not be allowed to tell lies. Mosley was convinced that the
press was influenced by millionaires who bought the shares of the newspaper companies
in order to dictate what will be written in the papers. And such influencing was in
Mosley's opinion lying. This may be considered the reaction to the Daily Mail's

withdrawal of support. He blamed the press for not being informative anymore. Instead
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of providing news, it was a tool for spreading the ideas of those men of influence
(Mosley, 1936, p. 10). His criticism may seem absurd as he did the same with the BUF
periodicals. They were not informative at all (except informing about the oncoming
rallies and other events) and were intended to formulate fascist creed and spread the

BUF's propaganda.

3.2.1.2 Viscount Rothermere and the Daily Mail

Mosley was aware that his new established party needed promotion to be able to
attract voters and prospective members and thus he approached press barons for their
support. After a few refusals he ingretiated himself with the first Viscount Rothermere?',
the owner of the Daily Mail. Rothermere was known for his long-term adoration of the
fascist creed and it was no secret that he corresponded with Adolph Hitler and admired

Mussolini and his policies.

Thanks to the Daily Mail the BUF's real image and character was embroided. The
newspaper has been speaking highly of Mosleyites and what was negative about the
party, that was not mentioned at all. Such exaltation may be seen as a sort of
aestheticization of a fascist man. In the Mail, Mosley and his followers were depicted as
young, strong and disciplined men capable of a leadership in Britain. Such depiction
shows the BUF as the opposite of the 'Old Gang' that had in their opinion no

competence to lead the country anymore.

The most famous of the Daily Mail's articles supporting the BUF was the Hurrah
for the Blackshirts released on January 15" 1934 (for further reading see Appendix 4).
The praising article about his favourite party was for Rothermere apparently more
important than the news reports of the day as he put it on the front page of the issue and
dedicated the large headline to it. Another fact suggesting that Rothermere was more
than interested in the BUF is that he did not allow an average newswriter from his staff
to write the contribution. The name of the author was written under the headline with
the use of a rather large font to make it visible and demonstrate author's identification

with the content. And the name belonged to noone else but the press baron himself.

21 His name was Harold Harmsworth.
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In the article he briefly introduced the topic of fascism. Further in the text he
criticized the 'Old Gang' for being incompetent to lead Britain and emphasized that the
“new era requires new methods and new men”. By the new methods he undoubtedly
meant the fascist ones and the new men referred to Mosleyites. He expressed his
conviction that the future of Britain should be put in the hands of the BUF in the
following excerpt, where he at the same time inconspicuously bade the British youth to
join the party:

Britain's survival as a Great Power will depend on the existence a of well-
organised Party of the Right ready to take over responsibility for national
affairs with the same directness of purpose and energy of method as
Mussolini and Hitler have displayed . . . . That is why I say Hurrah for the
Blackshirts! . . . . Hundreds of thousands of young British men and women
would like to see their own country develop that spirit of patriotic pride and
service which has transformed Germany and Italy. They cannot do better

than seek out the nearest branch of the Blackshirts and make themselves
acquainted with their aims and plans (Curran et al, p. 49)

Collaboration with the Daily Mail was concededly a good step for the BUF
because with Rothermere's support the number of members was rising fast and by 1934
the membership had reached 40, 000* people (Patterns of Membership). One may only
speculate whether these numbers would have been rising, stagnating or falling onward
in case that the tabloid did not withdraw its support in the spring of 1934. Nonetheless,
the fact was that the Mail did not continue in managing the BUF free press campaign
and it might have taken share (actually the major one) in the decrease in the BUF
numbers that fell to no more than 5,000 men in the rest of 1934 (Patterns of

Membership).

The case brought the BUF a lot of negative publicity (almost in all the periodicals)
because they were perceived as the movement restraining liberties of Jews living in

Britain and as an aggressive group using violence to silence their opponents.

Both Mosley's pre-war movements were significant for their publishing

activities. For New Party was a short-lived organization, it is obvious that compared to

22 In some sources, one may find the information that the BUF had yet 50,000 members at that time.
This may be true as well because it was difficult to determine the real numbers of the membership.
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the BUF, it could not have published as many books as the BUF. The BUF's
publications were sold at meetings, public sales and were available via mail as well (see

Appendix 5 for the list of the most popular BUF publications).

Probably the most popular of the BUF's publications was Mosley's The Greater
Britain (see Appendix 6a) that was published in the early days of the movement (1932).
The book was a 40,000 word synthesis (see Appendix 32 for the handbill) of the inputs
by Hobbes, Carlyle, Bolingbroke or Nietszche and . Shortly after its release, the book
met with success and 10,000 copies were quickly sold (Dorril, 2005, pp. 217-218). It

was obvious that the public was interested in Mosley's proposals.

Not only did the BUF publish books, but they also printed their own newspapers
and quarterly. Their first newspapers were called Blackshirt (see Appendices 2, 3 and 7)
and were published since 1933. Within the next few years, the BUF came up with the
new ones titled Action (see Appendices 7 and 31). Both newspapers had been sold in the
street sales by the party's vendors who were rewarded according to their success at
selling (Oswald Mosley 1). Mosley probably thought the two newspapers were not
enough and to the two afore-mentioned the Fascist Week (see Appendix 9) was added.
Regular readers had the opportunity to order a subscription of their favourite one for
them or even for their friends (see Appendix 12). The nespapers were published on a
weekly basis. The Fascist Quarterly (since 1937 the British Union Quarterly) emerged
in 1935 and as the title suggests, it had been appearing four times a year. The magazine
comprised of political essays, book reviews and party's proposals (Tryphonopoulos and
Adams, 2005, p. 117). In the magazine, the cartoons criticizing Jews and the
Government (see Appendices 10 and 11) by Alexander Bowie were included. In 1936,
the short-living East London Pioneer, that was intended to be a monthly, emerged

(British Online).

In their publications, the BUF held forth on their attitudes towards Jews, the 'Old
Gang' or the miscellaneous events of the day. By means of the papers, they announced
changes within the party, their upcoming meetings and marches so that the party's
sympathizers (along with the BUF opponents) were informed about what actions the

party was going to take or what the party's views were. Those periodicals also enabled
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Mosleyites to propagate themselves the way they wanted to be seen in the eyes of the
public. However, this information was delivered to the limited number of people as the
British preferred to buy other periodicals like the Daily Express or Daily Herald (in
1933 the best selling newspapers in the world). The Daily Mail was also one of the
biggest selling periodicals (the first UK newspapers to have sold more than 1 million
copies) (Did you) and that is probably the reason why the movement gained such
popularity in 1934 as well as it explains why they lost the favour of Britons during the
after-Olympia era (June 1934 onwards).

3.2.2 Cinema and radio projects

The great number of periodicals suggests that the party was aware of the fact that
newspapers were a powerful propaganda tool for politicians. Dr. Joseph Goebbels in his
1933 speech Der Rundfunk als Achte Grossmacht (Broadcast as an Eighth Power)
mentions that in the nineteenth century politics was in principle co-created by the press.
In his opinion, its power was great (Duffack, 2001, p.32). However, as the title of his
speech suggests, the thirties were in token of broadcast and the propaganda was spread
by its means. Nonetheless, Mosleyites were not able to derive benefit provided by the
broadcasting. Moreover, William Joyce, the former head of the BUF propaganda,
betrayed the party and took the job in the Nazi radio programme Germany Calling that
was intended to discourage British people from the warfare. The absence of the wireless

propaganda might have been one of the reasons that caused the party's failure.

It is widely known that film was part of the political strategies of many parties
(Jones, p.19). For example, NSDAP produced a great number of propaganda films* that
were quite successful in its mission. It is obvious that the BUF had an attempt to do so
as well. The BUF's first political film was presented in 1934. It depicted the rally in
Alberthall and the work of the Blackshirt branches in Milan (Jones, 1987, p.19). These
propaganda films were sort of pictorial records of the Blackshirt activities and some of

them appealed on the British society to live healthier and practice sports*. The film

23 Tt is necessary to mention Leni Riefenstahl, Hitler's chief producer and camera person.
24 The BUF revered the cult of body. A typical fascist man was trained and his body resembled the
physique of old sculptures from ancient Rome and Greece.
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taken in 1936 (see video 3) depicts Mosley as the Leader®. For the project, the scenes
from Mosley's appearance in the East End (London) and Millbank, Westminster
together with the scenes taken during the Victoria Park Rally (June 7, 1936) were
employed. The shots are from the very beginning accompanied by one of the BUF's
marching songs (Britain Awake and the party's anthem Comrades, the Voices of Dead
Battalions). Although the majority of the films of the day were the sound ones, this one
has no voice records on it. There are pieces of text that inform the viewer about the
scenes that were coming on. At the beginning, the film shows Mosley inspecting the
Blackshirts in Millbank. Mosley arrives to the place standing in a roofless conveyance
and hailing his enthusiastic and disciplined followers. This scene resembles Hitler's
typical entrées. Mosley suited in the new breeches and the 1936 designed uniform walks
along the rows of Blackshirts and examines whether everything is in the right order. At
the end of the inspection scene Mosley bids farewell to his men in black and shakes
their hands in a symbolic and friendly way. The next scene shows Mosley accompanied
by the group of Mosleyites on the motorbikes riding through the streets. Great number
of Blackshirts are standing along and on the road salutating the Leader and he is
reciprocating their greetings. In the following scene hundreds (or even thousands) of the
uniformed Mosleyites are marching throught the street. There are party members in the
new uniforms from 1936 as well as members wearing the original tunics from 1932.
The BUF drum corps, flag bearers and members of women section are also marching in
the parade. Attention is payed to the BUF's opponents as well. As mentioned in ....,
propaganda is defined as the spreading of rumours in order to injure an institution. In
this case, the communist meeting preceding the BUF's arrival is integrated in the film.
The textual slide says: 'The Communist meeting prior to our arrival'. The slide is
followed by a very short scene depicting a Communist speaker and his audience and
consequently it is given a comment: 'But when Mosley arrives the Reds are forgotten'.
That is illustrated by the crowds of people leaving the stage of the Communist orator

and heading towards Mosley and by the comment 'See how they run'.  The crowd is

25 This is another parallel with the BUF's Italian and German counterparts. Leader is the British version
of the salutations Duce (Mussolini) and Fuhrer (Hitler). Notice the intetional capitalization of the
initial letter (in case of Fuhrer it is affected by the spelling typical of German language where all
substantives are capitalized).
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running to join the audience of approximately 100,000 people in order to watch Mosley
speak. During the speech, the camera is focusing the excited audience very often. At the
end there is an animation that repeats 'We want Mosley. We want M O S L E Y' and at
the very end, the BUF publications are advertised.

The videoclip shows the BUF as the highly disciplined movement and attempts to
persuade the public that it would be beneficial for Britain to have a dictator of Mosley's
qualities. It also expresses the BUF's attitude towards the Communist Party which was
indubitadly attacked and lampooned in the film. The party uses the film to promote its

own publications.

3.2.3 Public appearances

The BUF spent enormous amounts of money on their public activities. They
organized many marches and rallies that were money consuming. Such spending had to
be somehow compensated as it exceeded the party's budget. The income from the street
sales and party's publications could hardly meet all the expenses. Mosley himself
rendered £100,000 to the party's treasury but it still was not enough. The BUF was
dependent on various donations as well as on the generous contributions from
Mussolini. However, there is no evidence that would prove that the party was funded by
Hitler (Keeley, 1998, pp. 13-14). But the donations could not meet the increasing
expenses either, and thus Mosley launched a company. It was called New Epoch
Products and it specialized in the household products and book publishing. One of its
factories was purchased to manifacture tobacco products. These spendings gave the
BUF the label of a sort of spendthrift movement as the money they had given to their
propaganda would have been beneficial elsewhere. If they had focused on charity,
which is without any doubt also a form of propaganda, it would have been beneficial for
the BUF as well because it would have been a good way how to gain voters, especially

from the lower classes, and the money would have helped the needy and the unwell.
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3.2.3.1 Public speaking

The BUF had a great number of brilliant orators. Names including William
Joyce®® and last but not least Oswald Mosley are undoubtedly worth mentioning.
However the BUF had hired many brilliant speakers, this part deals with rhetorical art
and abilities of Sir Mosley as he was, similarly to Hitler, the party's most visible and
somehow iconic rhetorician. Since his early attemps in politicis, Mosley had been a
talented rhetorician. Soon after entering the House of Commons, he was admired for his
unique oratorical style. This part reveals his manners on the stage and ability to deliver
the information to his audience. The attention is paid to the behaviour of the Blackshirts
and their opponents within the public speeches and the impact of Mosley's rallies on the

party's image.

The BUF's first meetings were held at Trafalgar Square. At such meetings, Mosley
used the so called 'Black Maria' vans”. Those vans were of various usage, for example
the police used them. For Mosley it was a sort of mobile stage for he was standing on
its roof when delivering speeches to his audience. Throughout the time Mosley
obviously adopted different manners and preferred rather flashily stages designed
specially for him and his speakers. This resembled Hitler's quite theatrically designed

rallies.

Since his early years in politics, both his colleagues and opponents were aware of
his great rhetorical talents. A.J.P. Taylor described Mosley as an 'orator of the highest
rank' (Oswald Mosley 1) and for Colin Welch he was a 'spell-binding' speaker (Oswald
Mosley 1). The preserved video recordings (see video 2) from the 1930s show Mosley
as a lively man of a lower baritone pitch who was speaking or more like shouting very
emphatically and dramatically. In the full rhetorical mood, his body language was
evidently more percussive than the Hitler's one. While speaking (see Appendix 25), he

was walking forward to the audience, to the left, to the right. Even his arms could not

26 Later known as Lord Haw Haw. Joyce resigned from the BUF and moved to Germany, where he
worked as one of the English language speakers for a German radio station. The station's programme
Germany Calling was introduced on September 18 1939 and was intended to discourage the Allies
troops' and British population's push in the warfare.

27 Originally used by the police to transport prisoners.
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stay still. He was moving it up and down and to the sides while his fingers were in a
spasmodical position. As an educated aristocrat, his vocabulary was rich and his
orations were always sophisticated and well-prepared. What's more, even unprepared,
he was one of the few individuals who are cabable of speaking extempore brilliantly

and without mistakes.

3.2.3.2 Major public appearances

The BUF organized many public meetings and marches. The most remarkable
ones include the rallies in Olympia, Alberhall and the peace rally in Earl's court, the
biggest meeting under one roof. The most popular march developed in the infamous

Battle of Cable Street.

The rally at Olympia was a milestone in the party's history. It was held in 1934,
the year when the BUF reached its peak. During the first half of 1934, many great
meetings were organized and Mosley was speaking to larger and larger audiences. The
Olympia Hall was booked for June 7™ ,1934 (Oswald Mosley 2). Months before the
rally took place, it had already received wide publicity. For example, the Daily Mail
offered free tickets to those who wrote the best letters on the topic "Why I like the
Blackshirts' (Dorril, p. 295). This, of course, did not underwhelm the BUF's opponents
who were ready to disrupt the oncoming meeting. The rally became widely known not
because of the Mosley's speech but because of the violent attacks. The groups of Reds
and people from the Jewish organizations thronged the hall and attempted to prevent
Mosley from being heard. The Blackshirt defence force intervened and a great number
of the BUF opponents, specially the Jewish ones, were assaulted and beaten. It is said,
that they also wanted to create a myth that it is Mosley who is responsible for the
violence. However, this was apparently far from the truth as it was revealed that the
interrupters were armed while the Blackshirts were not (Oswald Mosley 2). This fact
shows that Mosleyites only defended their colleagues. Though, the BUF gained
negative publicity in media. Unfortunatelly, the rally took place shortly after the
infamous and brutal Night of the Long Knives and it was often compared to it in the

media. Those negative articles undermined the party's position and most likely caused
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the BUF's decline. Only a few of the newspapers did not blame the party for the violent
behaviour (see Appendices). The Olympia events caused Rothermere's withdrawal of

support for the BUF as well.

The march through the streets of East London was planned for October 4", 1936.
It was one of the 2,000 propagandistic activities targeted on the area, as Mosley enjoyed
a great support among East Londoners then. **On the other hand, many anti-fascist
organizations had grown in East London as well. Members of the Communist Party
were supported by the East End Jews and both groups were in readiness to work
together in order to destroy the BUF (Kushner and Lunn, p. 61). Similarly to the
Olympia Rally, this meeting was properly promoted in the BUF's publications and thus
the party's opponents were informed about it well. The march actually did not happen
because the Blackshirts were stopped by the protesters at the beginning. The preserved
shots show that Mosleyites arrived in a full uniform. Some of them wore the original
fencing tunic, some of them wore the brand new Nazi style uniform. Everything was
well prepared including the drum corps and flag bearers. Though, it was unimportant
because protesters were yet waiting for them. The roads were blocked by inverted vans
and other barriers (see Appendix 28). Aggresive crowds of communists and Jews began
attacking the Blackhirts who naturally reciprocated their assaults (see video 1). The
rather peaceful 'march' developed into bruising riots that had to be fought by the police.
Over 6,000 of policemen arrived at the place to intervene (see Appendix 27). Maroons
and petards were flying in the air and banging, people were brutally fighting each other
and the policemen on horses were beating them with rods and truncheons (see video).
The police were not able to keep the anti-fascists and the Blackshirts apart, thus it was
decided to forbade the march. Consequently, the BUF members were allowed to march

through the western part of the area (Oswald Mosley 1).

This unsuccessful march was later titled the Battle of Cable Street and up to this
date, it is considered to be one of the most violent meetings in the history of Great

Britain. For the British Union of Fascist and National Socialists it was another violent

28 2,000 meetings were held in East London. Such meetings were accompanied by the huge propaganda,
specially targeted on the Jews living in East End. It was no secret that members of the BUF, for
example, wrote the anti-Semitic letterings on the East End's pavements. Letterings like 'All Out Aug
16™ for Pogrom' or 'Kill the Jews' were chalked on the pavements.
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incident that undermined the party's position and damaged its credit for good. Although
it was more the battle between the police and anti-fascists, it was BUF that was blamed
for being violent (Levy, p. 87). Articles published in the newspapers the following days
were not favourable at all. Moreover, the riots in East End were the reason for enacting
the Public Order Act later in 1936 that made it illegal to organize political meetings

without permission (Gostin, p. 59).

The meeting at Earl's Court is considered to be the biggest gathering under one
roof in the history (Oswald Mosley 2). Over 30,000 people attended the rally to hear
Mosley speak (Oswald Mosley 1). The Earl's Court Rally was a part of the BUF's 1939
peace campaign (see Appendices 33 and 34). Although Mosley was later imprisoned®
for being anti-British and for supporting the war, the reality was obviously different

(Oswald Mosley 1).

The meeting was preceded by the huge campaign in the BUF's media. The
colourful posters (see Appendix 1) with flawless design were posted everywhere. Also
the special pamphlet titled Earl's Court Souvenir Programme (Oswald Mosley 1) was
published. It consisted of an outlined programme of the rally, photographs from various
meetings, the BUF objectives and short essays. The programme shows the BUF's
culture. Although the circumstances did not allowed the rally to follow the prepared
programme, this part supplies the reader with the course that the rally would have taken

in case it was not disrupted by the BUF's opponents.

The meeting starts® at 6.45 and the selections by the BUF's band are played. The
second half of this part is dedicated to community singing. At 7.30 the whole ceremony
starts with the entry of stewards, headed by drum and pipe bands. The stewards are
marching along, bearing the flags and standards of London districts of British Union. At
the head of the parade, the Standard of Honour is borne. When the last flag comes to the
stage, the trumpeters begin to play the fanfare to herald Mosley's entry. There are no

introductory speakers. Mosley takes the microphone and starts his long awaited speech.

29 Accorfing to the so called Regulation 18b, almost 800 Blackshirts, including Mosley and his wife,
were imprisoned and sentenced without any charge or trial. Later, it was revealed that Mosley was
imprisoned because he was against Britain's involvement in the war. And Churchil who sent British
soldiers on front wanted to silence him (Oswald Mosley 1).

30 The use of present tense is intentional in order to give a vivid depiction of the events.
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At the end of his speech the song Britain Awake is sung. The British national anthem
follows. Then, the BUF flags leave the platform and are carried through the hall. After
Mosley passed from the hall, the earnest anouncement is made through the loud

speakers.

As many other BUF meetings, the Earl's Court Rally was disrupted by the party's
opponents. During the event, it was difficult for Mosley to speak without being
interrupted, however, he delivered rather long speech to his audience. The motto of the
rally was 'Britain first'. That meant that people living in Britain were required to put the
interests of Britain on the first place (Mosley, 1936, p. 36). In other words, British Jews
should prefer the interests of the British nation to the interests of the Jewish one.
Mosley's speech included many strictures targeted on Jews. He blamed them for causing
the Second World War. The motto also expressed the BUF's attitude to the war as
Mosley was convinced that Britain should not involve in the war because the German

Interests were not Britain's business.
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4. Conclusion

In the first part of the paper, the reader was informed about the roots of fascism
in Britain. Attention was payed to the reasons leading to the formation of radical right-
wing and fascist parties in Britain. Further in the text, political career of Oswald Mosley
up to the launch of BUF was mentioned. The rise of BUF along with the background,
objectives and attitude towards Jews were discussed as well.

The analysis supplied the reader with the specifics of the BUF's symbols.
Distinctions between the original and the BUF's variations of the symbols are revealed.
The research shows that at the beginning, the party took its inspiration mainly from
Mussolini's offshoot of fascism. This fact is illustrated by the adoption of the emblem
(fasci) and the so called Blackshirt uniform. After 1936, the shift from Italian fascism to
German nazism was noticed. The black colour of the uniform preserved, however the
design resembled the NSDAP uniform a lot. It was difficult to distinguish these two
uniforms at the first sight. BUF's marching songs were inspired by the Italian model of
fascism, though the music itself was inspired more by the Nazi movement. This is
illustrated by the usage of the same tune for both German and British fascist anthems.

In the second part of the analysis the specifics of the BUF's propaganda were
revealed. The BUF's propaganda before 1934 attempted to show Mosleyites as a young
movement capable of dealing with the economic crisis. It was based on the criticism of
the 'old gang'. The support in the Daily Mail proved itself to be efficient and beneficial.
It is believed that thanks to the support, the BUF membership increased from 32 people
up to 50,000. The reader was informed about the publications and periodicals that were
produced by the party. The BUF newspapers were obviously in a great demand because
the party was publishing more and more periodicals at once. The demand for The
Greater Britain, for example, shows that the books were successful too.

The party organized a great number of marches and meetings. Mosley was a
brilliant orator who delivered quality speeches to his audience. Every meeting was
attended by thousands of people. Nonetheless, after the events that took place during the
Olympia Rally, the party's image was damaged. Athough it was revealed that the

Blackshirts were the victims of the violent attacks, it was widely believed that they were
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responsible for the assaults. The shift to the anti-Jewish propaganda injured the party's
reputation as well. The party tried to gain voters by organizing a huge peace campaign
in 1939. However, the campaign was soon aborted and Mosley was imprisoned
paradoxically for supporting the war.

BUF produced a few propagandistic films presenting Mosley as a sort of remeeder
of the British Empire and BUF as a disciplined movement encouraging public to
practise sports. These films seemed rather ridiculous. The paper also shows that BUF
was, contrary to NSDAP, not interested in the radio propaganda.

In conclusion, it was disproved that the BUF's propaganda was not successful at
all. The research shows that the initial propaganda was very successful. However,
violent attacks during the BUF meetings in 1934 onwards damaged the party's image to
the extent that it lost many of its members and supporters. The work also revealed that
BUF might have been seen as an extravagant movement with a lack of original ideas

that spent enormous amounts of money on their propaganda.
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5. Resumé

Cilem této prace je uvést ctenafe do problematiky britského faSismu (konkrétné v
podani Britské unie faSist), jenzZ se do povédomi a paméti vefejnosti nevryl tak
zasadné, jako tomu bylo v pfipadé faSismu italského, némeckého (nacismu) ¢i potazmo
Spanélského. Tato absence v historickém povédomi ovSem faSistickému hnuti Oswalda
Mosleye neubira na zajimavosti, a¢ spiSe v negativnim slova smyslu. Naopak, zajem o
osobu sira Mosleye a jeho Bristkou unii faSistd (a narodnich socialistll) v posledni dobé
nartistd. Podil na tom mohou mit mimo jiné i skandélni odhaleni spojend s osobou
Mosleyho syna Maxe, kterd pomahaji zvysovat publicitu né¢kdejsi politické strany jeho
otce. Hlavnim posldnim této prace je jednak zmapovani symbold, které strana prevzala
od svych zahrani¢nich protéjSkii a které pozdé€ji ptizpusobila specifikim britské
spolecnosti a jejimu vnimani, a dale rozbor propagace strany a jeji image. Image je zde
pojata jednak jako charakter strany a dale jako public image, tedy jak mohla byt strana
vnimana vetejnosti.

V uvodu je ¢tenat sezndmen s formovanim krajni pravice ve Velké Britanii. Je
znamo, ze koncem 19. stoleti Britdnie zaZzivala jakousi vnitini krizi. A¢ je doba
viktorianskd povazovana za dobu zrozeni britské demokracie, zdéalo se, ze o skute¢né
demokracii nemohla byt ani fe¢. To lze soudit napiiklad ze skute¢nosti, ze jen omezena
cast Brith méla moznost volit. Také sjednoceni Némecka v 70. letech 19. stoleti pfineslo
dosavadni velmoci velké obavy, nebot’ najednou pted ni stala nové zformovana zeme se
silnym primyslem, jemuz Britanie ani jeji kolonidlni impérium nemohly konkurovat.
Velkym nepfitelem britské prosperity se stal 1 volny trh, ktery byl v Britanii tehdy
realizovan. Tyto skutec¢nosti spoluzapficinily vznik radikalnich skupin a mimo jiné i
krajné pravicovych stran, k nimz patfily i fasistickd hnuti . Vzniklo mnoho vice ¢i méné
zasadnich hnuti. Jmenujme naptiklad Tariff Reform League (Ligu za reformu tarifniho
systému) ¢i stranu Britsti fasisté, vedenou, v t¢ dobé nezvykle, Zenou jménem Rotha
Lintorn Orman.

Déle je zminéna politickd kariéra Oswalda Mosleye, kterou zapocal coby cElen
Konzervativni strany. Jiz od pocatku bylo ziejmé, ze Mosley byl vyjimecny fecnik a

debatér, jenz umi prosadit své nazory. Mnozi mu piedpovidali zafnou politickou kariéru
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a nckteti dokonce nabyli presvédceni, ze by se mohl v budoucnu stat britskym
premiérem. Po neshodach ve stran¢, ktera nemeéla pochopeni pro jeho feSeni
ekonomickych otazek, konzervativce opustil a upsal se labouristim. Ani zde vSak
nenalézal pochopeni, a tak i tuto stranu zdhy opustil. Roku 1931 zalozil vlastni
organizaci s ndzvem Nova strana. M¢lo se jednat o socialni stranu, ktera si kladla za cil
vyporadat se s vysokou nezameéstnanosti, kterd zemi suzovala, avSak Nova strana byla
spiSe faSistického charakteru. Kratce po neuspé$nych volbach, které se konaly téhoz
roku, byla strana rozpusténa a misto ni vznikla Britskd unie fasismi (1932). Hlavnim
cilem této strany bylo ustaveni tzv. Korporativniho statu, jehoz podstatou byla jakasi
centralizace moci. Nov¢ vznikla strana ¢itala zpocatku néco malo pres tficet Clent,
avSak bchem dvou let dokézala ziskat vice nez 50 000 clentli, a to pfedevSim diky
podpote deniku Daily Mail. Strana byla siln¢ antikomunisticka a pozdéji se objevily i
jisté aspekty vedouci historiky k pfesvédCeni, ze byla i1 antisemitisticka. Pravé
jakymsi meznikem, diky némuz se dala historie strany rozd¢lit na uspéSnou, tedy do
roku 1934, a na tu netspéSnou, jeZ nasledovala po zminéném roce. Vyznamnym byl i
rok 1936, kdy probéhla nechvalné¢ znama bitva v Cable Street, jez si vyzadala mnoho
zranénych. Za zminku stoji 1 rok 1939, ktery se zapsal do dé&jin dnes jiz legendarnim
mirovym sjezdem v Earl's Court. Strana zanikla spole¢né s uvé€znénim jejiho lidra roku
1940, kdy byl Mosley obvinén z adorace Hitlera a podpory valky.

Resena je i otazka postojil strany k Zidovské otazce. Dle slov Mosleye nebyla
strana nijak motivovand proti Zidam. Utoky na tuto komunitu mosleyovci
ospravedliovali tim, Ze se pouze branili agresi ZiduL.

Dalsi ¢ast je vénovana symbolim strany. Mezi né se fadi pozdrav zndmy jako
,heilovani®, znak hnuti(zprvu témét identicky se symbolem pouzivanym v Italii), tzv.
Blackshirt uniforma a v neposledni fad¢ také pisné v rytmu vojenskych pochodu.
Fasisticky pozdrav se stal spoleénym pro vSechny odnoZze fasismu v Evropg. VétSinou
byl spojen se slovnim provolanim slavy ideovému ¢i faktickému viidei hnuti. V ptipadé
BUF se jednalo o pozdrav ,,Slava Mosleymu®. Slovni ¢ast byla doplnéna i fyzickym
vyjadfenim pozdravu, ktery spocival ve snozeni a pozvednuti pravé paze, to celé v

pon¢kud strnulém drZeni téla. Takto se faSisté zdravili pti nejriznéjSich setkanich, at’ uz
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vetejnych ¢i privatnich. A¢ se vznik pozdravu casto ptipisuje Hitlerovi, znovuzavedl ho
Mussolini po vzoru starych Rimani, a to mimo tizemi novodobého Némecka.

Britskd unie fasistl (a narodnich socialistll) za dob své existence pouzivala hned
dva znaky. Tim Upln¢ prvnim se stal znak téméf identicky se znakem Italské faSistické
strany. Jednalo se o fasci, svazek prutii, do néhoz je vetknuta sekyra, vyjadiujici silu. Od
puvodni italské predlohy se lisila jen minimaln€. Roku 1936 si strana zménila nazev na
Britskou unii faSistii a néarodnich socialistl, ¢imz vyjadfila svlij pfechod k ide4lim
nacistického Némecka. Spole¢né s ndzvem se zménilo i logo strany. Fasci nahradil blesk
v kruhu, ktery mél znadit ,,akci v kruhu jednoty”. Oba znaky se objevovaly v ramci
veskerych akei, poradanych BUF. Objevily se dokonce i1 na nejriznéjsich predmétech a
také v publikacich.

Asi nejpopuldrnéjSim symbolem strany byla jeji uniforma. Jeji ndzev Blackshirt,
tedy Cerna kogile, ma své kofeny ve fadistické Italii, a¢ vzhledové maji ob& verze jen
pramalo spolecného. Prvni uniforma britského faSistického hnuti byla navrzena podle
Sermifské tuniky, nebot’ lidr strany byl véa$nivym Sermifem a také si byl védom
prakticnosti takového stfihu. Uniforma méla slouzit k prezentaci strany a také k
snadnému odliSeni od ¢lent jinych stran v prubéhu riznych potycek, kterych se strana
ucastnila. V roce 1936 ptisel Mosley s novym typem uniformy, pfipominajici uniformy
NSDAP, ¢imz naznacil naklonnost k Hitlerovu hnuti. Uniforma se ovSem netéSila
dlouhé¢ existenci, nebot’ roku 1936 bylo noSeni politickych uniforem zakdzano zédkonem
o vefejném poradku.

Pisné, které zaznivaly nejen pfi stranickych pochodech a sjezdech, ale 1 v ramci
soukromych setkani ¢lenit BUF, se daji vnimat jako dal$i ze symbolu strany, stejné tak
jako jedna z dalSich forem sebepropagace strany. Nejznaméjsi z téchto pisni je
bezesporu Comrades, the Voices of the Dead Battalions, jenz se stala hymnou strany.
Dalsi velmi popularni pisni byla Britain Awake. Tématicky by se daly pisn¢ BUF
rozdélit na takové, jez mély za cil ptilakat nové ¢leny, ptipadné volice, dale takové, jez
velebily osobu Oswalda Mosleye ¢i na takové, jez mély stavajici ¢leny utvrdit v jejich
idedlech a povzbudit v cCinnosti. Nekteré pochody také vyzyvaly Britanii, aby se
probudila (Britain Awake) a byla otevienéjsi k fasistické ideologii.

Nésledujici ¢éast prace se zabyva propagaci strany a jejimi vystupy a chovanim na
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vetejnosti.

Mosley si byl jako zkuSeny politik védom toho, Ze nové vznikla strana potiebuje
byt propagovéna, aby ptilakala nové ¢leny a volie. Na svou stranu se mu pomérné zahy
podafilo ziskat Lorda Rothermera, vlastnika populdrniho deniku Daily Mail. Diky
podpoie deniku vzrostly fady BUF z puvodnich 32 ¢lent na vice nez 40 000.
Nejslavnéjsim ¢lankem, ktery o BUF vysSel nesl titulek Hurrah for the Blackshirts, ktery
vice nez velebil Mosleyho hnuti. Nicméné&, udélosti spojené s mitinkem v Olympia Hall,
v ramci néhoz bylo pobito a nasilng zpacifikovano mnoho Zidi, vedly k tomu, Ze
Rothermere, na zdklad¢ tlaku ze strany zidovskych mecenast, odmitl BUF dale
podporovat. To mélo s velkou pravdépodobnosti vliv na nasledny upadek strany.
Mosleyovei ovSem nespoléhali pouze na podporu Daily Mailu, nybrz vydavali sva
vlastni periodika. Mezi nejvyznamnéj$i a dlouhodobé vydavané pattily Blackshirt,
Action, Fascist Week a Ctvrtletnik Fascist Quarterly. Prostienictvim téchto novin BUF
informovala o novinkach ve stran¢, planovanych akcich. Soucésti periodik byly také
nejraznéjsi politické uvahy a kritika namifend proti oponentim strany a Zidovské
mensSiné. Krom¢ novin vydala strana i mnoho vlastnich knih, z nichZz jmenujme
napiiklad Mosleyho The Greater Britain ¢i Thomsontv The Coming Corporate State.

Strana se také po vzoru Hitlera angazovala v nataceni propagandistickych filma,
které straniky vyobrazovaly pfi nejriiznéjSich Cinnostech, at’ uz pii praci, vycviku, ¢i
mitincich. Nékteré mirné kycovité filmy vyzyvaly britskou vefejnost ke zdravéjSimu
stylu zivota a péstovani sportu. V nékterych snimcich také BUF napadala své odpurce,
predev§im komunisty. Cilem téchto projekti bylo ziskat si na svou stranu voliCe a
presvédcit lid, ze jakasi novodobd forma diktatorstvi by Britdnii prospéla. Ve sféte
rozhlasu se strana nijak vyrazné neangazovala.

V praci jsou dale zminéna vefejnd vystoupeni strany. Pozornost je vénovana
feCnickému uméni Oswalda Mosleye a tiem stézejnim udalostem v historii BUF, k nimz
patii tzv. Olympia Rally z roku 1934, bitva v Cable Street z roku 1936 a mirovy sjezd
ve vystavni hale Earl's Court. Olympia Rally spole¢né s bitvou v Cable Street byly
zfejmé vibec nejkrvaveéjsimi mitinky strany. V ramci prvni jmenované udalosti doslo ke
stietu mosleyovci s Zidy, jez se dostali do prostor, kde Mosley a jeho lidé fe¢nili, a ktefi

svym chovanim naruSovali klidny pribéh akce. Mosleyovci na to reagovali nésilim a
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mnoho zidovskych oponentli bylo napadeno a zranéno. To vyvolalo kritiku v fadach
britské spoleCnosti. Bitva v Cable Street vypukla na zékladé nevole obyvatel East Endu
vi€i planovanému pochodu BUF. Aktivisté spole¢né s ,,Cernokosilaci“ a policii
rozpoutali krutou bitvu piimo v ulicich. Ani tato akce popularité¢ strany pfilis
nepomohla. Mirovy sjezd v Earl's Courtu, ktery se vénoval problematice vstupu Britanie
do valky, byl veden v podobném duchu. Odptrci strany opét naruSovali pritbéh sjezdu a
dalo by se fici, ze Mosley se za celou dobu jeho trvani nedostal ke slovu. Mitink v Earl's
Court je vSak i pfesto oznacovan za nejvetsi akei pod jednou stiechou v historii.

V zavéru prace jsou shrnuta vSechna zjisténi a autor dochdzi k ndzoru, Ze strana si
svym chovanim a vefejnym vystupovanim, jakoz i nejriznéjSimi ¢lanky, vyslouzila
obrazek marnotratné strany, jez k prosazeni svych nazori a umléeni svych odpirct
nevahala pouzit nasili. A¢ bylo zjevné, Ze Mosleyovci byli spiSe obét'mi nasilnych
utokl, povést strany tim byla vyznamné poSramocena. Prace také vyvraci prvotni

hypotézu, ze propagandistické aktivity BUF byly neuspésné.
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Appendix 5

LIST OF THE BOOKS AND BOOKLETS PUBLISHED BY THE BRITISH
UNION OF FASCISTS BETWEEN 1932 AND 1940

Tomorrow We Live — Oswald Mosley, 1938

The Inward Strength of a National Socialist — Captain Robert Gordon-Canning, year
n/a

Our Financial Masters — Alexander Raven Thomson, year n/a

March To Sanity — Major General J.F.C. Fuller, year n/a

The Greater Britain — Oswald Mosley, 1932

The British Peace — How to Get It — Oswald Mosley, 1939

British Union and Social Credit — W. Chambers-Hunter, year n/a

British Union and the Jews — Mick Clarke, year n/a

British Union Medical Policy — author and year n/a

The Coming Corporate Stete — Alexander Raven Thomson, 1937

The Economics of Fascism — Alexander Raven Thomson, year n/a

Fascism Explained — 10 Points of Fascist Policy — Oswald Mosley, 1933
Taxation and the People — Oswald Mosley, 1933

Fascism: 100 Questions Asked and Answered — Oswald Mosley, 1936

British Fascism and Douglas Social Credit — Alexander Raven Thomson, 1934
Fascism and War — Major General J.F.C. Fuller, year n/a

Fascism in Relation to British Character — W.E.D. Allen, year n/a

Financiers, Enemies of Fascism, Secret Dictators of Foreign Policy — E.G.
Mandeville-Roe, year n/a

Labours Peace Policy Through British Union Eyes — Michael Goulding, year n/a
The Land and the People — Jorian Jenks, year n/a

Mind Britain's Business — Captain Robert Gordon-Canning, year n/a

Arab or Jew - Captain Robert Gordon-Canning, year n/a

The Spirit of Fascism - Captain Robert Gordon-Canning, year n/a

Motor Ways for Britain — Alexander Raven Thomson, year n/a

Taxation and the People — Oswald Mosley, year n/a




What Is Money for — Ezra Pound, year n/a

Why Mosely Left the Labour Government— Oswald Mosley, year n/a
Women and Fascism — Anne Brock-Gibbs, year n/a

Analysis of Marxism — William Joyce, year n/a

Strike Action or Power Action — Bill Risden, year n/a

Dictatorship — William Joyce, year n/a

Creed of a Fascist Revolutionary — A K. Chesterton, year n/a
Olympia and the Jews — A K. Chesterton, year n/a

Shopkeepers at War — Peter Heyward, year n/a

Menace of the Chain Stores — Peter Heyward, year n/a

The author in no way guarantees that the list of the books published by the British
Union of Fascists comprises of all the books that were actually published by the party
between 1932 and 1940.
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THE Fasces are the symbol of service to the nation.
They are one of the oldest symbols of the British
race, and date from the time of the Romans, who
were In this country for three centurics.  The bundle of
sticks symbolises the st h of unity. Divided they
can be broken ; together they cannot be broken. The
axe represents the strength of action which cuts throu

the dead wood of the past to the creation of a Greater

Join the British Union of Fascists!

I. Patriotism and Revolution

ASCISM is a creed of patriotism and  revolution.

For the first time a strong movement emerges, which
on the one hand is loyal to King and Country, and on the
other hand stands for far-reaching and revolutionary
changes in government, in economics, and in life itself.
Hitherto, patriotism has been associated with those who
wish to keep things as they are; revolution has been
associated with a flabby internationalism which sets the
interests of foreign countries before those of Britain,
The watch-word of Fascism is “ Britain First.” We love
our country, but we are determined to build a country
worthy of that love. Things eannot remain as they are:
we must have great changes to ada;t modern Britain to
modern fact. True patriotism finds expression for the
first time in the revolution of Fascism.

¥

II. Action

HE first necessity of the day is action. Again and

again, the people have voted for E,r:gmrrunes of
action. Again and again they have been betrayed by the
existing parties and frustrated by the present system.
Conservatives have tried to keep things as they are, and
to maintain what they call the stability of the Statc, For
the purpose of resisting change, they haveappealed to
lo and patriotism. But to resist change in an age
wgm change is necessary, is to threaten the stability and
safety of the State, and is the reverse of patriotism.
Socialists, on the other hand, have talked of pro , but
have sought it in the endless discussions kative
committees, They have rejected and derided the gréat

2

instruments of leadership and decision by which alone
things can be done and progress can be achieved. So
their talk of progress has ended in chaos and in flight
from responsibility. Fascism combines progress with
the executive instruments of loyalty, decision and volun-
largc discipline, by which alone things can be done and
ordered progress can be secured. The true patriotism of
Fa_scigm will carry the changes that are necessary, by
principles and by methods which bring change with order
and efficiency.

INI. Fascist Organisation

ASCISTS bind themselves together to serve their
. country in a voluntary discipline, because withour
discipline they realise that nothing can be done. The
black shirts which they wear symbolise their determina-
tion to save the nation.  They are not afraid to stand our
from their fellows as men dedicated to the service and
revival of their country. The wearing of the black shirt
:F our more active members breaks down all barriers of
class within our ranks, for all are dressed alike.* The salute
is the recognition of a brother Fascist who is inspired by
the same passionate ideal of national service. Fascism,
like every political creed rhis country has ever known, is
common to all great countrics, bur Fascism is more in
kg:ﬁin with the British character than any other political
faith. For the essence of Fascism is team-work, the power
to pull together and to sink individual intcrests in the
service of the nation. This we claim has been the leading
characteristic of the British people at every great moment
of our history.

*Tha wwaving of the Blackskivt i5 mal compulsory,

IV. Unemployment and the Modern
Problem

'ASCISM believes that the cause of the present world

trouble of uriemployment is the inability of the peoplé
to buy and to consume the goods which industry produces,
Every day rationalisation and new scientific development
enable industry to produce more ﬁ:‘ods with less labour,
The power to produce increases, but the power to con-
sume does not increase. In addition, Britain is faced -
with a particular problem because she is the greatest
exporting nation in the world. Foreign markets are
continually closing against us for the simple reason that
other nations are now determined themselves to produce
the goods which they consume.

V. Fascist Policy: The Corporate State

ASCISM solves the problem of unemployment and
overty Igr establishing the Corporate State. Industry

will be divided into National Corporations governed by
representatives of employers, workers and consumers,
operating under Fascist government. The State will not
attempt to conduct industry as it would under Socialism.
Instead, the State will lay down the limits within which
industry may operate, and those limits will be the national
welfare. ivate ownership will be permitted and
encouraged, provided such activity enriches the nation as
well as the individual. All interests which operate
against the nation will be rigorously suppressed. The
function of the Corporations will be to raise wages and salaries
over the whole of industry as science, rationalisation and

4
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indusirial technigue increase the power to produce. Con-
m!}pgm will be adjusted r;ﬁudmm, and a Home Market
wi provided by the higher purchasing pewer of owr.own

. «..¥L. The Export Trade

HE etport trade will be supported by the Corporate
T:ysrcm in the unification of our buying and sellin,
arrangements abroad, which will enable industry to spea
with one voice, and government for the first time to sup-
port our export trade. Owr trade motte will be * Britain
Buys from Those who Buy from Britain." We shall transfer
elsewhere our purchases of foodstuffs and raw materials
if those from whom we buy will not buy from us in
return. * By these means we will force the entry of our
E;oda into markets now closed against us, until we have

ilt a self-contained Empire which makes us indepen-
dent of foreign markets.

VIL. Fascist Empire

E seek to build a Britain as far as possible self
contained, and an Empire completely sclf-contained

We seck to create a t area of the earth with a far
higher standard of civilisation than prevails elsewhere,
which is immune from the chaos of world struggle and
collapse. For this p\mse, Fascism will exclude foreign
DmE Tariffs are usi , because they tax the consumer
without keeping out foreign goods which are the product
of cheap slave labour in foreign countries. Within the
ire we can produce all manufactured goods, food-

s and raw materials which we require. Modern

§

science enables us to do it in abundance, for we have
passed from the economics ofrew to the economics of
plenty, and great nations can ~contained once they
are organised and scientifically protected from the shocks
and dislocations of world chaos. Such organisation will
help to preserve the of this country and the world,
for the prime cause of war is the international struggle for
markets and raw materials supported by intesnational
finance. A self-contained Empire will be withdrawn
from that sty and the risks of war will be
diminished. Britons will not fight again except in
defence of their own homes and Empire. Fascist move-
ments now make rapid progress in all the pgreat
Dominions, and are federated with the British Union of
Fascists in the New Empire Union.

VIII. Agriculture: A Fascist Three-Year
Plan

ASCISM stresses the importance of reviving the great
ricultural industry, which has been betrayed by all
parties. At present we produce £ 280,000,000 per annum
of our total food supplies in this country, and we import
220,000,000 worth from foreign countries, and
140,000,000 worth from the Dominions. Under a three-
year plan, Fascism will nearly double the production of
British agriculture by the exclusion of foreign goods.
We can raise home production to fjo0,000,000 a year,
and yet give the Dominions under Fascist government a
better market than they enjoy to-day. e prices of
farming produce must be fixed in advance, and. the
6

rofiteering  middleman mthlu:llgu suppressed. The

igher purchasing power of the industrial worker under
Fascism will afford the farmer an economic price for his
product and a living wage for his worker. The higher
purchasing power of the farming population when
agricultural production is increased will take the place of
our vanishing foreign markets in I:uvyu_}iI many of the
products of our present export trade.” The countryside
shall be restored to prosperity, and shall contribute a
healthy, virile manhood to build the Greater Britain of
fthe future.

IX. Aliens and International Finance

ASCISM alone will deal with the alien menace,
beeause Fascism alone puts “ Britain First.” Under
Fascism, no alien shall enter this country to take the jobs
of Britons, and aliens alrﬂudr here who have abused the
hospitality of this nation will be sent back whence they
came. Fascism will deal, not only with the :Iahcns
who are here seeking jobs ; Fascism will deal also with the
t alien financiers of the City of London who use the
mdal er of Britain in the interests, not of this
country, but of foreign countrics. These men are the
alien menace, for by their foreign investments they
are using British money to finance our competitors
against us all over the world. The interest on the loans
tE:;r have made to foreign countries come back to them
in the slugc of cheap goods which undercut our standard
of life an rive our people of employment. Fascism
alone will deal faithfully with the aliecn menace, in what-
ever quarter it rears its head.

7

X. Leadership—Parliament—Liberty

F;'L_SC[SM is ‘a leadership of the nation. It is not
A dictatorship in the old sense of the word, which
implies government against the will of the people. It is
dictatorship in the modern sense of that word, which
implics government armed by.the people with complete
power of action to overcome problems which must be
solved if the nation is to live. We seck to achieve our
aims by peaceful, kﬁﬂ and constitutional means with the
willing consent of the nation declared at a General Elec-
tion. Fascist Government, however, will at once take
power to act by securing from the first Fascist Parliament
complete power of action for the Government. Without
the power to act and the will to act, nothing can be done.
Fascist Government will use the power given it by the
first Fascist Parliament for the reconstruction the
mation. At the end of the first Fascist Parliament,
another election will be held, on an oecupational and not on a
geographical franchire, Men and women will vote within
their own industries with a real knowledge of the persons
and subjects with which they are dealing. Women who
arc not in industry will vote as wives and mothers, and
will thus be represented for the first time by people
competent to speak for the rrmr. national interest which
they represent. Women will not be compelled to retire
from industry, but the high wages of their husbands under
the Corporate system will e it possible for them to
retire if they wish, and the t competition between
men and women in industry will thus be ended. In the
new Parliament, every interest and aspect of national life
will be represented, but every interest will be subordinate
to the wi of the nation as 2 whole. Thus a technical
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and not a political Parliament will be clected to assist
Government in the problems of a technical age. There-
after, the policy amr personnel of the Government as a
whaole willpgc submitted direet to the people to judge by
vote. Government will no longer depend on the
intrigues and manceuvres of conflicting parties, but on the
will of the nation directly expressed. Thus the people
will retain full liberty to approve or reject the policy of
the Government, but a Government so approved and
supported will have power to act and to end economic
chaos. Fascism declares that the real liberty is economic
liberty, and this cannot come until the end of economic
chaos. Government cannot end economic chaos without
wer to act, and that power to act can only come from
“ascism,  Good wages, short hours, good houses,
opportunities for culture and recreation are the real
liberty. The mass of the people are being robbed of that
real liberty to-day by the )‘J;",{.r liberty of a few old men to
talk for ever in the present Parliamentary system. Talk
and action do not go together, and action is the necessity
of to-day. We will end talk with a new system, in which
the whole resources of the nation are mobilised for action.
The Blackshirts of Fascism, by their struggle and
sacrifice, offer the nation a new leadership on a new road
of national salvation,. We ask you to follow that lead
through the ending of class war, reaction and chaos, to
the building of a Britain worthy of our pride and of our
love.

FURTHER LITERATURE

FASCISM

The TASK ahead demands a fully informed
and educated Fascist membership

THEREFORE READ :—

“ The Greater Britain™, 2/g Post Free
By Oswald Moskey
“ Fascism in Britain ", id.  »
By Oswald Mosiey
“ Dictatorship ™, -
By WP j’nyu - %
“ Letters of Lucifer™, 74d- "
“ Fascism in Relation to British
History & Character ", ad.
Order from—

CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT, B.U.F.
33 Kings Road, Chelica

“The Fascist Week™ Twopence
Every Friday from all Newsagents

# The Blackshirt™ One Penny
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FOR BRITISH MEN AND WOMEN

This is what one of London's premier journalist’s says of a preliminary
copy of *“‘Action’” :(—
""Heartiest congratulations. “Action”’ is brilliantly designed and
executed in magnificent liveliness, apparent throughout; all
pages remarkably good. Real originality, It does you credit.”’

RATES—including postage

UK. and Canada Foreign
3/3 3 MONTHS (13 issues) 3/10
ﬁ.."ﬁ 6 MONTHS (26 issnes) '?'In"?
13- 12 MONTHS (52 issues) 152

FROM ALL Ta “Action"" Circolation Dept.,
MEWSAGENTS 1 Sanctuary Buildings, London, 8.W.1
Enclosed please find remittance value £ being
D subscoption for............i550es,  Please foeward to :—

Haml‘: Rl B e B T e B o 1 i A 9 i i i i s ke
(Block Capitals)
LY. Ty e

To your Newaagent.
Piease deliver weekly until further notice. ..
af “Acton® to:—

B TN - i i
Addredd .........cc0000000

EVERY
FRIDAY
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Buy the Book of the Century . . .
‘Greater Britain’

By OSWALD MOSLEY

2/6 “The Creed of a New Age”

Also Read—

BLACKSHIRT POLICY. Oswald Mosley 6d.

CREED OF A FASCIST
REVOLUTIONARY A. K. Chesterton &d.

THE DISTRIBUTIVE TRADES John Beckett
and Raven Thomson 3d.

LETTERS OF LUCIFER—Fine Propaganda 3d.
FASCISM AND THE PRESS A. K. Chesterton 3d.
FASCISM v. JEWRY. W. Joyce
TRADE UNIONISM. John Beckett I D.
10 POINTS FOR WOMEN. Anne Brock
Griggs
The

Fascist Quarterly
2 /6 Handsome Special Cover

Authoritative Articles

All from THE BLACKSHIRT BOOKSHOP,
Sanctuary Buildings, Westminster
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Bonus Appendix

IF YOU
SYMPATHISK

‘ With the Outleak

expressed in this
Book

You should

Join ithe British

Union of Fascists

You may join as a Blackshirt
member to do active work
in a Blackshirt Unit, or you
may join as an ordinary
member with no obligation
I | of service,

Morthern Headquarters:
26 Corporation Street, Manchester
Southern Headquarters :
Sanctuary Buildings, Gt. Smith Street,

Westminster
Or any Districe Headgquarters.
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